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LIGHTS AND CANDLES IN THE CHURCH(
Bible Reading:   Matthew 25: 1-14

Golden Verses: 
· "You are the light of the world." Matthew 5: 14

· "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your father in heaven." Matthew 5: 16
Lesson Aims:

1. The spiritual meanings of using lights in the church.

2. Teach the children to light a candle in front of the icons when they enter the church.

Lesson Notes:

1. Why do we use candles in the church?

a. It reminds us of the presence of Jesus Christ with us as the Light of the World.

b. The Church is the earthly heaven. The lights and candles are the stars.

c. As members of the Church, we should light the world.

2. When and where do we light candles?
a. On the altar, as an indication of the holiness of the Sacrifice
b. During the reading of the Gospel, since the Gospel spreads the light throughout the world
c. During the morning and evening Raising of Incense, the priest blesses those who are faithful with a lit cross. It is a symbol of Jesus Christ who was crucified and was the Light of the World. Through the cross, He brought us out of darkness and into the light.

d. The light in the Niche is a symbol of the bright star in the east that declared the birth of Jesus Christ to the wisemen. This light should burn at all times.

e. We also light candles in front of icons of the Saints as a reminder of their good deeds that brightened the world.

3. The use of pure oil and honeybee wax to make candles:
a. The oil is always a symbol of good deeds (the parable of the maidens).
b. The honeybee wax is pure and has no animal fat; it is a symbol of purity.

4. The Candle:
As a last thought, the candle burns itself to give us light, just as Jesus gave up His life for us.  We should also give ourselves to help others, just as the Saints gave themselves for us.



Matthew 25:1-14

	1
	"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.

	2
	"Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

	3
	"Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them,

	4
	"but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

	5
	"But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.

	6
	"And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!'

	7
	"Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.

	8
	"And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'

	9
	"But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.'

	10
	"And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.

	11
	"Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!'

	12
	"But he answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.'

	13
	"Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.

	14
	"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them.



Supplemental Notes( on

Candles in the Church

1. God commanded the people of Israel to make a lampstand of pure gold to be lit in front of the Ark of the Covenant at all times.
2. The Church is represented by seven lampstands in the Book of revelations. Hence, the lights remind us of the heavenly glory of the Church.
3. Candles are lit on the altar according to the commandment of the Lord to the Old Testament Church and also for the following:

a. The light of the Christian faith which lights in our hearts through the Sacrifice
b. God is the Light of the world who gives light to every man that comes into the world.

c. To signify the glory and honor of the New Testament Sacrifice

4. Lighting candles during the Gospel readings is in accord with the verse “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Ps. 119:105

5. The three candles placed on the cross during the blessing by the priest represent the Holy Trinity, and also Jesus Christ who was crucified on the cross is the Light of the world.

6. The candle or oil lamp in the Niche represents the star that shined to the Magi during the birth of Christ.

7. Lighting candles in front of icons represent the light of the Saints in the world, and they are like stars in heaven.

8. The oil in the oil lamps represents the good Christian works. Oil also was used for healing wounds.

9. Candles are made from honeybee wax because it’s pure and comes from beautiful and fragrant flowers. This represents the purity and variety of virtues each Christian possesses.


NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
LIGHTS & CANDLES IN THE CHURCH
Verse to memorize: 

	Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your father in heaven.

Matthew 5: 16


1. [image: image1.png]What does the use of candles represent in the following:
a) Beside the Gospel when it’s read:

b) In front of Icons of Saints:

c) On the sides of the altar:

d) In front of the Niche Icon of Christ:

2. Like ________________, we should give ourselves to serve______________; our ______________ should be as light shining before ___________, and our _____________ should give forth heat and warmth to those around _______.











































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A.


( Notes from Precious Pearls in Explaining the Rites & Dogmas of the Church (Part 1), by the Late Hegumen Yohanna Salama, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Shikolani, Shoubra – Egypt, 1999
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