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JACOB RECEIVES HIS FATHER'S BLESSING(
Reference:   Genesis 25:19-34, 27:1 -46
Golden Verse: 

"Looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; ... lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears." (Heb 12:15)

Lesson Goal: 

Esau was rejected for disregarding his birthright. Jacob, on the other hand, was blessed. 
Lesson Notes: 

1. The importance of the birthright 

a. The custodian of God's Covenant 
b. Will be the father of all the prophets 
c. Christ will be born from his descendents 
2. Esau's recklessness and disregard for the birthright 

a. Clearly from the beginning Esau was not living with God. Later he married two heathen women. 
b. Esau's disregard for the birthright reached a point where he was willing to sell it for a bowl of lentil. Imagine trading God's blessings for a bowl of lentil. 
c. From that day God rejected Esau for his recklessness and his disregard for his birthright. Clearly he did not deserve God's blessing.

3. Jacob's blessing 

a. God uses Rebekah’s weakness to pursue His Divine Plan.

b. Jacob received the blessing. From his descendants the world will receive the Savior. 
c. Esau was furious, not for the loss of God's blessing, but for the wealth that goes to Jacob. 
d. Esau's fury let him to think about murder. One sin leads to another.

4. Jacob's escape 

a. Rebekah’s plan for Jacob's escape to Haran. This will also allow him to have a wife from his family. Notice that Jacob was in his seventies at this time. 

b. Because of Rebekah’s "wrong doing", by deceiving Isaac, she will not see her son Jacob again. He lived in Haran for 40 years and did not return until she was dead. 

c. Notice again Isaac's order to Jacob; not to marry a stranger and to come back to land that was promised to his grandfather Abraham.



Genesis 25:19-34
	19
	This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham's son. Abraham begot Isaac.

	20
	Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian.

	21
	Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived.

	22
	But the children struggled together within her; and she said, "If all is well, why am I like this?" So she went to inquire of the Lord.

	23
	And the Lord said to her: "Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body; One people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger."

	24
	So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb.

	25
	And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so they called his name Esau.

	26
	Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau's heel; so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.

	27
	So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents.

	28
	And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

	29
	Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he was weary.

	30
	And Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am weary." Therefore his name was called Edom.

	31
	But Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright as of this day."

	32
	And Esau said, "Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?"

	33
	Then Jacob said, "Swear to me as of this day." So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.

	34
	And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.


Genesis 27
	1
	Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he could not see, that he called Esau his older son and said to him, "My son." And he answered him, "Here I am."

	2
	Then he said, "Behold now, I am old. I do not know the day of my death.

	3
	"Now therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me.

	4
	"And make me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die."

	5
	Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt game and to bring it.

	6
	So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying, "Indeed I heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying,

	7
	'Bring me game and make savory food for me, that I may eat it and bless you in the presence of the Lord before my death.'

	8
	"Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what I command you.

	9
	"Go now to the flock and bring me from there two choice kids of the goats, and I will make savory food from them for your father, such as he loves.

	10
	"Then you shall take it to your father, that he may eat it, and that he may bless you before his death."

	11
	And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, "Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth-skinned man.

	12
	"Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and I shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing."

	13
	But his mother said to him, "Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for me."

	14
	And he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother made savory food, such as his father loved.

	15
	Then Rebekah took the choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son.

	16
	And she put the skins of the kids of the goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck.

	17
	Then she gave the savory food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

	18
	So he went to his father and said, "My father.' And he said, "Here I am. Who are you, my son?"

	19
	Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn; I have done just as you told me; please arise, sit and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me."

	20
	But Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?" And he said, "Because the Lord your God brought it to me."

	21
	Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, whether you are really my son Esau or not."

	22
	So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, "The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau."

	23
	And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau's hands; so he blessed him.

	24
	Then he said, "Are you really my son Esau?" He said, "I am."

	25
	He said, "Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's game, so that my soul may bless you." So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank.

	26
	Then his father Isaac said to him, "Come near now and kiss me, my son."

	27
	And he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing, and blessed him and said: "Surely, the smell of my son Is like the smell of a field Which the Lord has blessed.

	28
	Therefore may God give you Of the dew of heaven, Of the fatness of the earth, And plenty of grain and wine.

	29
	Let peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you. Be master over your brethren, And let your mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, And blessed be those who bless you!"

	30
	Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting.

	31
	He also had made savory food, and brought it to his father, and said to his father, "Let my father arise and eat of his son's game, that your soul may bless me."

	32
	And his father Isaac said to him, "Who are you?" So he said, "I am your son, your firstborn, Esau."

	33
	Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said, "Who? Where is the one who hunted game and brought it to me? I ate all of it before you came, and I have blessed him-and indeed he shall be blessed."

	34
	When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, "Bless me-me also, O my father!"

	35
	But he said, "Your brother came with deceit and has taken away your blessing."

	36
	And Esau said, "Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my blessing!" And he said, "Have you not reserved a blessing for me?"

	37
	Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, "Indeed I have made him your master, and all his brethren I have given to him as servants; with grain and wine I have sustained him. What shall I do now for you, my son?"

	38
	And Esau said to his father, "Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless me-me also, O my father!" And Esau lifted up his voice and wept.

	39
	Then Isaac his father answered and said to him: "Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth, And of the dew of heaven from above.

	40
	By your sword you shall live, And you shall serve your brother; And it shall come to pass, when you become restless, That you shall break his yoke from your neck."

	41
	So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, "The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob."

	42
	And the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said to him, "Surely your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you by intending to kill you.

	43
	"Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran.

	44
	"And stay with him a few days, until your brother's fury turns away,

	45
	"until your brother's anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him; then I will send and bring you from there. Why should I be bereaved also of you both in one day?"

	46
	And Rebekah said to Isaac, "I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?"



Jacob and Esau:

A Play(
(Adapted from Genesis chapters 25 and 27)

Act 1

Narrator 1: Isaac, the son of Abraham and Sarah, was married to a woman named Rebekah. Isaac and Rebekah prayed to have children. When Rebekah was pregnant she was in a lot of pain and she asked the Lord:

Rebekah: "If it is to be this way, why do I live?'

The Lord: "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided: the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger."

Narrator 2:  “Isaac and Rebekah's twin sons were born.”

Rebekah: "Look, Isaac, the youngest son is holding his brother, Esau's heel.  Therefore we shall call him Jacob, which means 'He takes by the heel'."

Isaac: "Yes, Jacob is a good name. Esau's nickname will be Edom, which means red, because Esau's body is covered with red hair. I am proud of Esau and glad Esau will become such a good hunter."

Rebekah: "And I am proud of Jacob and glad Jacob will become such a good shepherd."

Narrator 3: "For you see, Isaac had a favorite son—Esau, and Rebekah's favorite son was Jacob. One day, after the boys were grown, Esau came in tired and very hungry from hunting."

Esau: "Jacob, I am famished. I would even give you my birthright for a bowl of your lentil stew and some bread.  My birthright means nothing to me."

Jacob: "That sounds good to me Esau. First sell me your birthright, and swear to me that you are selling me your birthright, and I will get you some food."

Esau:  "Of course I swear. I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?"

Jacob: "Okay, here you go. Bon appetite. Enjoy your dinner."

Esau: "That dinner was good Jacob. I'm so full; I'm just going to go lie down for a while."

Act 2

Narrator 4: "Jacob and Esau grew up, had their own families, and Isaac became elderly."

Isaac: "Esau, my son..."

Esau: "Here I am."

Isaac: "See I am old. I do not know the day of my death. Take your weapons and go out to the field and hunt game for me. Then prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it to me to eat, that I may bless you before the Lord before I die."

Esau: "Yes father. I will return as quickly as possible from my hunt and prepare a fine dinner for you."

Narrator 5: "Esau went out on his hunt. Meanwhile, Rebekah overheard Isaac's conversation with Esau and had a plan of her own."

Rebekah: "Jacob..."

Jacob: "Yes mother."

Rebekah: "I heard your father say to your brother Esau, 'Bring me game and prepare for me savory food to eat, that I may bless you before the Lord before I die.' Now therefore, my son, obey my word as I command you. Go to the flock, and get me two choice kids, so that I may prepare from them savory food for your father, such as he likes; and you shall take it to your father to eat, so that he may bless you before he dies."

Jacob: "But mother, my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a man of smooth skin. Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking him and bring a curse on myself and not a blessing."

Rebekah: "Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my word, and go, get the two young goats for me."

Narrator 6: "Jacob obeyed his mother and brought the meat to his mother; Rebekah prepared savory food, just as Isaac loved."

Rebekah: "Now Jacob, put on Esau's best garments which I have here. And let's put the skin of the goats on your hands and neck. Now, take the food and bread and go to your father."

Narrator 7: "So Jacob listened to his mother and took the food to his father."

Jacob: "Father?"

Isaac: "Here I am. Who are you, my son?"

Jacob: "I am Esau, your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Now sit up and eat."

Isaac: "How is it that you found food so quickly, my son?"

Jacob: "Because the Lord your God granted me success."

Isaac: "Come near, that I may feel you, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not."

Narrator 8: "Jacob went over to his father."

Isaac: "The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. Are you really my son Esau?"

Jacob: "I am."

Isaac: "Bring the food to me so that I may eat and bless you."

Narrator 9: "Isaac ate the food and drink which had been brought to him,"

Isaac: "Come near and kiss me, my son."

Narrator 10: "So Isaac came near and kissed his father."

Isaac: "I smell the smell of your garments, Esau, and I bless you."

Act 3

Narrator 11: Shortly after Jacob left his father, Esau returned from hunting. 

Esau: "Father, please sit up and eat of your son's game, so that you may bless me."

Isaac: "Who are you?"

Esau: "I am your firstborn son, Esau."

Isaac: "Who was it then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all before you came and I have blessed him? Yes, and blessed he shall be!"

Esau: "Bless me also father!

Isaac: "No. Your brother has taken away your blessing."

Esau: "Haven't you saved a blessing for me?

Isaac: "I have already made him your lord, and I have given him all his brothers as servants. What then can I do for you?'

Esau: "Have you only one blessing, father? Bless me, me also, father!"

Isaac: "By your sword you shall live and you shall serve your brother."

Esau: "After my father dies, I will kill my brother Jacob."

Narrator 12: Thus, the words of the Lord as told to Rebekah came true and Esau, the older brother, had lost his father's blessing and would serve his younger brother, Jacob. Rebekah was told that Esau had threatened Jacob's life, so she protected Jacob, her favorite son, by sending him away to live with her brother, Laban until Esau's anger lessened.


NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Jacob Receives His Father’s Blessing

Read: Genesis 27
	Looking diligently lest anyone fall short of the grace of God.
Hebrews 12:15
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1. Which verse reveals Jacob’s willingness not to deceive his father?

a) 12       b) 13      c) 19    d) 24    e) 29

2. As a result of Rebekah’s plan of deception,

a. She died at a very young age.

b. She was forced to run away from Esau.

c. Jacob had to marry a Canaanite woman.

d. She didn’t see her son Jacob again.

e. She was not loved by Isaac.

3. (Fill in the blanks): 
God took away ___________ blessings because he was care_______ and had no regard for any of _________.  He sold _________ blessings for a _________ of lentils.  [God’s, Esau’s, them, bowl, less,] 

4. What happened to Jacob when he obeyed his mother’s wrong advice?

a. He was forced to run away to a far country.

b. He received his brother’s blessing.

c. He had to marry one of the daughters of Heth.

d. He never saw his mother again until she died.

e. a & d

5. Esau and Jacob looked alike and liked similar things.  True or False

6. Why was it very important that a son gets his parents’ blessings before they die? 
7. How did Esau fail to be diligent and fall short of the grace of God?
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