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Books Used in Church 
Goal: 
Introduce the books used in the church
Memory Verse: 

“You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me” (John 5:39). 

References: 

· “The Precious Scroll in Explaining Church Rituals” (in Arabic, “Al Kharida Al Nafeesa fe Sharh tokoos Al Kaneesah”), Fr. Youhanna
· “The Tower of Holies” (in Arabic, “Manarah Al Akdas”), Fr. Mankarious 

Introduction: 


The Coptic Orthodox Church is an old church with rich resources of books accumulated over many generations from the fathers of the church, who maintained and contributed to this treasure of knowledge. The church is also rich in book of praises and doxologies which are chanted throughout the year. We will try to cover the main books used in the Coptic Orthodox Church in this lesson. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Holy Bible 
· Old Testament: 39 Books plus 7 Canonical Books (removed by the Protestants)
· New Testament: 27 Books
II. Liturgy Book 

· Raising of Incense 

· 3 Liturgies: St. Basil, St. Gregory, and St. Mark (St. Cyril)
· Fraction Prayers
At present, the Copts use only three liturgies: those of St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory the Nazianzus, and St. Mark. The last was initiated by St. Mark and perfected by St. Cyril the Great, whose name is usually associated with it. The Basilian Liturgy is customarily used throughout the year, while the Gregorian is often reserved for the festive occasions of Christmas, Epiphany and Easter. The Cyrillian Liturgy of St. Mark is rather long and less popular; it is partially used during Lent Sundays. 

III. Agpeya (Book of the Hours) 

· Seven hours of Prayer; “Seven times every day I praise You” (Psalm 119:164)
· Prayer of the Veil (extra prayer for monks)
IV. Deacons’ Service Book 

Contains all the responses and chants of the church, including chants for special occasions
V. Katamarus (Book of Church Readings) 

· All the readings of the day have one single theme in common. 

· Five Different Katamarus books:
· Annual Katamarus for Sundays: The readings depend on the Sundays of the Coptic Months (e.g. first Sunday of Tute)
· Annual Katamarus for Weekdays: The readings depend on the Coptic date (e.g. the 1st day of the month of Tute). The theme for these readings depends on the Synaxarium of the day; e.g. if it is a feast of a Patriarch, the Gospel of the Good Shepherd is read. 

· Great Fast Katamarus: Contains the readings of all the days of the Great Fast and Jonah’s Fast
· Holy Week Katamarus: Contains all the readings of Holy Week
· Holy Fifty Days Katamarus: Contains the readings of all the Holy Fifty Days, from the Feast of the Resurrection to the Feast of Pentecost
VI. Synaxarium 

Chronology and history of the church and its saints 

VII. Book of Melodies 

Contains the melodies chanted during Communion 

VIII. Psalmody (Book of Praises) 


Two Different Psalmodies:
· Annual Psalmody: Contains the praises for all the days of the week and all the occasions, except the month of Kiahk
· Kiahk Psalmody: Contains all the praises for the special month of Kiahk
IX. Antiphonarium (called “Difnar” in Coptic) 

· Contains a glorification and a brief story of the saint of the day
· It is used during the Midnight Praise (Tasbeha). 

X. Book of Psalies 

Contains Psalies for special feasts and feasts of the saints that are not found in the annual Psalmody
XI. Book of Processions 

· Book of Processions for the feasts of the Cross and Palm Sunday and the expositions of the Great Fast and the Holy Fifty Days
· Contains the expositions and Psalies for all these occasions
XII. Holy Week Directory 

Contains all the hymns, rites, and readings for the Holy Week, starting from Palm Sunday until the Feast of the Resurrection
XIII. Book of the Liturgy of the Waters and the Prostration Prayers 

· Contains the prayers of the three Liturgies of Waters: 

· Epiphany 

· Holy Thursday 

· Feast of the Apostles 

· Also contains the Prostration Prayers for the Feast of Pentecost
XIV. Book of Church Rites 

Contains the prayers of the Church Rites: Baptism, Confirmation, Engagements, Weddings, Unction of the Sick, Funerals, Baby’s First Bathing, Prayer of “Abu Tarbu,” etc. 

XV. Book of Ordinations and Consecrations 

Contains the prayers for ordaining deacons and priests and the consecration of new churches, icons and vessels
Conclusion: 


Our Lord Jesus said, “You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that testify on My behalf” (John 5:39). Thus, He clearly indicated that we would know about Him when we read more of the scripture and spiritual books. 

Applications: 

· The Servant should show the children all the books and let them look through them and identify them. 

· Research on how the Synaxarium was accumulated and which saints get to be added to this book. 


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1. List all the Katamarus books used in church throughout the year:
2. List all the Psalmody books used in church:

3. What is the Difnar?

4. On which occasions do we use the Book of the Waters’ Liturgy?

5. Which book does the bishop use to consecrate icons and church vessels?

6. Which book contains short narratives on the history of the church?

7. The extra Agpeya prayer that’s prayed by monks is called ______________________.

8. Name all the Liturgies currently prayed by the Coptic Orthodox Church:
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