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Daniel 
Objective: 
· To learn about the personality of Daniel
· To learn from the example of Daniel as a spiritual youth in a foreign land
· To learn about the prophecies of Daniel
Memory Verse: 

“And among them all none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah” (Daniel 1:19). 

References: 

· The new open Bible: Daniel 1-12; Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14; Hebrews 11:33-34
· “Daniel,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty
Introduction: 

The Meaning of the Name: “God is my Judge” 


Family Background: Daniel was of noble, if not royal, blood (Daniel 1:3). We know nothing of his parents, only that Daniel was of the tribe of Judah. (Daniel 1:6). At about age 20, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took Daniel to Babylon. Daniel was young but had wisdom beyond his years. His aptitude was high in all subjects, especially science. Daniel had a spotless character and was referred to 3 times as “the greatly beloved one,” in Daniel 9:23, 10:11 & 19. 

Lesson Outline: 


Daniel was indeed a prophetic statesman in his day. Jeremiah was a contemporary of Daniel in his later ministry. Daniel pondered the words of Jeremiah 25:8-13, concerning the 70 years of captivity (see Daniel 9:2). Daniel, then Ezekiel – both Jews and both prophets – were taken to captivity. They were the prophets of God during their captivity. Even though Daniel was in captivity, there was “a note of birth, and breeding, and aristocracy about his whole character.” 

What did the Old Testament say about Daniel? 

Prophecy fulfilled 

The prophecy of the 70 years of captivity of Judah was foretold by Jeremiah 25:8-13 (notice verse 11) and compare to Daniel 9:2 and II Chronicles 36:21. Daniel was taken in the first deportation to Babylon in the third year of king Jehoiakim of Judah (Daniel 1:1). His deportation was completed in the fourth year (Jeremiah 25:1). 

Descendants of Hezekiah 


Isaiah prophesied, “The sons that shall issue from you, whom you will beget, shall they take away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon” (Isaiah 39:5-7). 

Hebrews names changed 


Four Hebrew youth, including Daniel, met the qualifications of Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 1:3) and were placed under the master of eunuchs who changed their Hebrew names. The purpose in changing their names to Babylonian names was to wear them away from their land, their faith in the Lord God and get them to adopt the habits and religion of Babylon. Please notice the difference in their original names and their new names (Daniel 1:7). 

1. Daniel: “God is my Judge” Beltshazzer: “Whom Baal favors” 

2. Hananiah: “Beloved of the Lord” Shadrach: “Iluminated by the sun god” 

3. Mishael: “Who is as God” Meshach: “Who is Ishtar” 

4. Azariah: “The Lord is my help” Abd-Nego: “Slave of the god of wisdom” 

God’s representative in Babylon 


What Daniel said, by the inspiration of God, as prophecy, was different from all other prophets. Prophets, such as Isaiah & Jeremiah, were to go to the people and proclaim the word of the Lord. Daniel was to record what was revealed to him through visions (Daniel 12:4,9). 

The miracles and prophecies of Daniel 


We are not able to go into a verse-by-verse study during this lesson, but we will only point out some of the miraculous prophecies of Daniel. 


Daniel and the three Hebrews refused to defile themselves by eating the king’s meat and wine. They ate only bread and water and appeared fairer and fatter than the others (Daniel 1:5-16). What was the outcome (Daniel 1:17-20)? 

The meaning of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Daniel 2): The king had a dream, which was the summation of the entire course of the “times of the gentiles.” None of the astrologers and magicians could interpret the dream. They sent for Daniel. Daniel and his three companions prayed (Daniel 2:17-18). God answered and revealed the meaning of the dream to Daniel in a night vision (Daniel 2:19-22). Daniel gave a testimony of the power of God to the king (Daniel 2:28). Notice, “what shall be in the latter days” (Daniel 2:29) and what shall come to pass hereafter. Said twice, then Daniel set forth the meaning of the dream. He names the world powers from Babylon on to the kingdom of heaven, pictured in the dream as the coming of the “stone cut out without hands,” which is Jesus Christ coming in the days of the ten kings, (Daniel 2: 44-45), a miracle of God. 

Daniel’s Vision (Daniel 7): We go to Daniel 7 where the Lord reveals to Daniel in a dream a message concerning the same world powers. This was God’s way of writing a prophecy. All these world powers have come and have fallen. The prophecy of sinful man (Daniel 7:24) and the prophecy of the kingdom of God is again emphasized (Daniel 7:27). 

Daniel interprets the tree vision of the king (Daniel 4): The dream of the king was one to be interpreted by Daniel. It could have spelled doom for Daniel, but he was faithful to the Lord. He had to tell Nebuchadnezzar that God still ruled over men and nations (Daniel 4:17). Underline the king’s description in Daniel 4:17 and Daniel’s interpretation of the same words in verses 25 and 32). 

Belshazzar and the handwriting on the wall (Daniel 5): The grandson of Nebuchadnezzar witnessed God’s handwriting on the wall. Daniel witnessed to the power of God and told the meaning of the writing (Daniel 5:25-28); that night Belshazzar was killed and Darius took the kingdom (Daniel 30-31). 

Daniel in the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6): Here we notice how Darius acknowledged God (Daniel 6:7, 26). 

The meaning of 70 weeks (Daniel 4): What was prophesied and what has come to pass is a miracle. The prophecies describe Israel in the latter days (Daniel 10-12). They speak of the glory of God and what God said to Daniel (Daniel 10:14). They were a vision and a prophecy. Daniel was able to declare the word of the Lord and interpret the future, from Darius to the man of sin yet to come. 

What the New Testament Says About Daniel: 

· The Lord Jesus spoke of Daniel in Matthew 24:15. Jesus referred to Daniel 9:27 and 11:31 in that verse. 

· St. Paul describes the man of sin in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 and Hebrews 11:33- 34 (three Hebrews in fire). 

Conclusion: 

· Daniel was taken to Babylon at about 19 or 20 years of age. He lived there through the third year of Cyrus. He must have lived there no less than 72 years. It could have been longer. All of his life, he spoke of God in a land of captivity. 

· The secret of Daniel’s victorious life is prayer. 

· All that God told Daniel to say came to pass, except what is yet to come. 

· Daniel was a man whom God could use to outline the ages to come. 

· If Jesus authenticated the words of Daniel, we should never doubt his prophecy. 

· In Daniel 4:17, 25 and32, we see the declaration of God to be true. 

Applications: 

· Practice prayer as a source of strength to every youth like Daniel. 

· Practice fasting as Daniel and the three young men did and became better in appearance than all the other eunuchs. 


Supplemental Notes( on

Daniel 

Daniel was contemporary to Ezekiel the prophet but younger in age. Ezekiel offered us Jerusalem with its temple, which became desolate due to corruption. At the same time, he saw with the spirit of prophecy not only the return from captivity but the erection of a new temple, the temple of the New Testament where divine grace overflows. However, Daniel offered us not only the return from captivity but also the encounter with the true Liberator, the Lord Jesus Christ, who liberates us from the bondage of sin and makes us enter into His glories. Moreover, He opens the eyes of our hearts to see Him coming at the end of ages to form, from his believers, shining stars of His image. The two captive prophets agreed to reveal God’s care to His believers, assuring them that He will never forget them, no matter how long their captivity period is.

Daniel:

This book offers us Daniel’s unique character:

1. He was a prophet occupied with administration. However, he knew how not to mix between the administration and his prophetic, spiritual work. His position in administration did not make him lose his heavenly vision and his concern for the salvation of his soul, the salvation of his people, and even the salvation of the kings who dealt with him. His high position in the largest pagan empire did not prevent him from witnessing to the true God and from keeping His commandments, not violently but with the spirit of wisdom, love and courage.

2. He served his people, not with the spirit of fanaticism but with the spirit of holiness and humility, with love to all people. He supported them in the land of captivity, where he found grace in the eyes of the kings. He also opened the doors of hope before the captive people and before all the Gentiles.

3. He looked to the future through the work of the Holy Spirit inside him. God granted him many visions.

4. He is the father of the history of the Gentiles. He recorded many precise prophecies about the kingdoms which would follow one another, through God’s plan. The book of Daniel is the only book in the Old Testament which prophesied in details about kings and kingdoms declared by name, like Persia and Greece.

5. He is the prophet of dreams and visions who enjoyed a divine gift, a heavenly wisdom and a surpassing understanding.

6. He is the prophet who determined the times for the events of salvation, the end of the world, and the progression of the Gentiles. The Lord Jesus called him “Daniel the prophet” (Matthew 24:15). Because of his frequent prophecies, which reached sixty in number, the book of Daniel is the book in the Old Testament that is mostly read and studied in the Christian Church.

7. He was a man of wisdom. Ezekiel, Noah, and Job referred to him as the most righteous man of God (Ezekiel 14: 14,20) and also one of the wisest men. Divine inspiration mentioned that God said to the king of Tyre, “Behold, you are wiser than Daniel! There is no secret that can be hidden from you!” (Ezek.28:3) He was granted the gift of explaining dreams by the Spirit of God; the pagan king told him, “...I know that the Spirit of the Holy God is in you and no secret troubles you...” (Dan.4:9)

8. Josephus, the Jewish historian, mentioned that Daniel was very skillful in architecture; he is the one who designed the building of the famous tower of Shushan in Persia, where the kings of Persia lived.


He was probably born in Jerusalem and was captive in Babylon, like Ezekiel (Dan. 1:1-2). However, Daniel was part of the first captivity during the days of Jehoakim, 606 B.C., while Ezekiel was part of the second captivity. He was captive to Babylon while he was a youth, and he was from the tribe of Judah. (Dan.1:7) Although he was not from the royal house, from the descendants of David (Dan. 1:3), he learned the Chaldean language with the three youths. Some say that he lived about 84 years, from 618 to 534 B.C.


God granted him wisdom and grace; thus he served during the times of the kingdoms of Babylon, Medes and Persia. Being faithful to the kings, he remained faithful to God. He did not eat from the delicacies offered to idols and rejected idol worship. He was courageous in explaining the visions and dreams to the kings, without flattering them.


He lived in a very critical decade, for he lived with great kings like Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and Korash of Persia. At his time, no one was able to talk to such great kings, even with gentleness; however, Daniel, who was a stranger and a captive, was able to talk with them frankly, boldly  and with humility, showing them their mistakes.


The Holy Bible mentioned two other persons carrying the same name:

1. Daniel, David’s son from Abigail. He was born in Hebron (1 Chron. 3:1) and was called Chileab (2 Sam. 3:3).
2. Daniel, a priest from Ithamar’s family, who returned with Ezra and represented his father’s house. He was one of those who sealed the covenant during Ezra’s era (Ezra 8:2& Nehem.10:6).

NAME: ________________________________  

            First                              last          

Daniel 
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	And among them all none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.

Daniel 1:19


1. What is the meaning of the name “Daniel”?

2. Which king took Daniel captive?

3. How old was Daniel when he went into captivity?

4. Why did the Babylonians change the names of Daniel and the 3 youths?
5. The secret of Daniel’s victorious life was ______________.

6. How was Jesus Christ represented in Daniels dream? (Daniel 2)

7. What did the Lord Jesus Christ mention about Daniel in Matthew 24?
( Studies on the Book of Daniel, Introduction by Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty, Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Los Angeles, 1999
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