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The Good Samaritan

Objective: 
· To learn to love and serve others without discrimination 

References: 

· Luke 10:25-37 

· Interpretation and meditation of the early Fathers by Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

Memory Verse: 

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). 

Introduction: 


The most difficult commandment in Christianity is to love those who hate us. It is a commandment that is above human nature, which can only understand the law of revenge, a quality that is also shared with other lower creatures like animals. It is very easy to hate and get angry. In essence, anger does not require self-control, whereas forgiveness and love are more difficult because they require self-control and enormous spiritual strength. Hence, this commandment is really what distinguishes Christianity from any other religion or belief and cannot be accomplished without Divine help. Therefore, it is very difficult for those who depend on themselves and quite easy for those who depend and unite with the Lord Jesus and have communion with the Holy Spirit. 

Lesson Outline: 


The Jews did not like the Samaritans and considered them of lower class. The Pharisees on several occasions accused the Lord Jesus of being a Samaritan and that He was demon possessed. But the Lord denied that He had a demon without denying that He is a Samaritan. 


In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jerusalem represents the city of the Lord; Jericho represents the world with its evilness that is surrounded by high walls, which prevent any one from escaping and returning to the city of the Lord. The man who was traveling represents any person whose faith is weak and is starting to go astray from the path of the Lord. The thieves represent Satan and his powers. The clothes that the man had on represent the robe of grace and righteousness, which was granted to us by the Lord Jesus and with which nothing would harm us. The wounds represent the iniquities and sins inflicted by Satan, only after the man was stripped from the robe of righteousness. The priest and the Levite represent the law and the prophets, who felt sorry for mankind but could not save it. Finally, the Good Samaritan is the Lord Jesus, the awaited Savior who saved mankind. On one occasion the Jews told Him that He was a Samaritan and that He had a demon, but the Lord denied that He had a demon and refused to deny that He is the Good Samaritan. “Then the Jews answered and said to Him, ‘Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?’ Jesus answered, ‘I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me’” (John 8:48-49). 


Indeed the Good Samaritan, who felt sorry for mankind and loved sinners, bent on His knees and carried the wounded man. He put oil on his wounds to sooth his pains and suffering and added wine to purify him from sins inflicted by Satan. He carried him to an inn, which is His Church. He spent the whole day and night caring for him until he restored to him the ring of sonship and righteousness. He later handed him to the owner of the hotel, the Church servant, who continued to care for him until He comes again in His second coming to take him to the place which He prepared for him and those who love His name. 


It is a story of true love and giving. Many times we think that he who shares our nationality or religion is our neighbor, but the Lord has showed us that whoever shares human nature is our neighbor. Our love should be directed to everyone without prejudice, even to those who hate us. “By this all will know that you are My disciples” (John 13:36). 

· Love requires endurance for the weakness of others; “Love bears all things.” The story of the departed Fr. Bishoy Kamel with the kids who called him bad names and how he returned the evil with love is a living example of true love! 

· The story of the Good Samaritan is also a story of courage. He rose above the limitations of society and the boundaries of social hostility for the sake of saving a soul. The Samaritan sacrificed his comfort and his possessions to save a dying soul. 


I wonder how many people we pass by in our lives and ignore their needs, just like the Levite and the priest. How many are being tormented by the wounds of sin while we watch from a distance and dare not help them? 


The attitude of the priest and the Levite in this story is actually a very common attitude. It is the “WHO CARES” attitude. These words are very frequently used in our society. It is the attitude of carelessness and laziness. We see wrong and crooked ways around us, but we close our eyes as if we do not see them and close our ears as if we do not hear them. It is adopted by those who are not willing to sacrifice for the sake of others and for the sake of righteousness. It is a selfish behavior and a self-centered attitude. It is simply choosing the wide path instead of the narrow difficult path. The Lord teaches us to go the second mile with those who force us to walk the first mile; “If any one wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away…for if you love those who love you what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same” (Matthew 5: 40-48). 

Conclusion: 


The story of the Good Samaritan is a story of love and sacrifice. We know that there is no greater love than the love of our Lord Jesus Christ who died for us. With the same love we should love others and sacrifice ourselves for them. 

Applications: 

· To try to remember those who upset or bother you in your prayers and ask God to fill your heart with love towards them. 

· Look for someone who needs an act of mercy from others and offer your help. 

· Remember what the Lord, the Good Samaritan, has done to us, sinners. Likewise, as His chosen disciples and followers, we ought to seek those who are away from Church and preach those who do not know the Lord, bringing all to the Church through God’s Grace.



Luke 10:30-37

	25
	And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"

	26
	He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?"

	27
	So he answered and said, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your neighbor as yourself.'"

	28
	And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and you will live."

	29
	But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

	30
	Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

	31
	"Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.

	32
	"Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.

	33
	"But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion.

	34
	"So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

	35
	"On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.'

	36
	"So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?"

	37
	And he said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."



 The Parable of the Good Samaritan(
Bible Reading:         Luke 10:25-37
Golden Verse: 
"Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  

Matthew 11:28
Lesson Aim: 

1. Jesus teaches us to love every one.  Who is my neighbor?
2. We find comfort in the Church.
3. Helping each other

Lesson Notes: 

1. The man is Adam.
2. Jerusalem is Paradise.

3. Jericho is the world.

4. The thieves represent the devil.

5. The priest is the law.

6. The Levite represents the prophets.

7. The Samaritan is Jesus Christ Himself.

8. The Inn is the Church.


Supplemental Notes( On
The Good Samaritan 
1. The Jews practiced many religious rituals and worship with sacrifice offerings but were still spiritually thirsty, forcing the lawyer to ask, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
2. “You shall love the Lord your God, and your neighbor as yourself.”  All this teaching is held high through the two commandments, as though by means of two wings, that is, through the love of God and of humanity.  (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

3. The command by which we are to love God is distinct from our love of our neighbor.  He shows mercy to us because of His own Goodness, while we show mercy to one another because of God’s Goodness.  He has compassion on us so that we may enjoy Him completely, while we have compassion on another that we may completely enjoy Him.  (St. Augustine)

4. Our Lord Jesus knew that the lawyer was testing him; never-the-less, He didn’t resist him but used gentleness and kindness to win him, saying, “You have answered rightly.”  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
5. [At the same time,] as if to punish his wickedness and reprove his malicious purpose, Christ, knowing all things, says, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

6. He who did not know his neighbor because he did not believe in Christ, answered, “Who is my neighbor?”  Whoever does not know Christ does not know the Law either.  How can he know the Law when he is ignorant of the Truth, since the Law proclaims the Truth?  (St. Ambrose)

7. He [the Lord] teaches that the man going down was the neighbor of no one except of him who wanted to keep the commandments and prepare himself to be a neighbor to every one that needs help.  (Origen)

8. When man goes down to worldly sins, thieves meet him; when he doesn’t guard his clothing from defilement, he feels the beatings of the thieves.  The thieves first strip him of his clothing (virtues) before wounding him.  (St. Severus of Antioch)
9. Doesn’t it seem to you that the person fallen in sin is half dead (between death and life)?  (St. Ambrose)
10. The fallen victim needed the oil to soothe his pain and wine to disinfect his wounds, which here represents discipline; therefore, the oil was mixed with wine, meaning discipline was mixed with gentleness.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
11. The Samaritan, “who took pity on the man who had fallen among thieves,” is truly a “guardian,” and a closer neighbor than the Law and the Prophets.  He showed that he was the man’s neighbor more by deed than by world.  (Origen)

12. Our Lord is the Good Samaritan; “Samaritan” means guardian.  When the Jews reviled Him saying, “You are a Samaritan and have a demon,” He clarified to them that He didn’t have a demon but didn’t deny that He was a Samaritan (see John 8:48-51).  (Origen)
13. You saw Him as the mercy seat in the holy tabernacle, around which stood the seraphim.  He is our mercy seat for pardon of our sins.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

14. Here the Samaritan is going down.  Who is He except He who descended from heaven, who also ascended to heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven?  He became a neighbor by acceptance of our common feeling and kin by the gift of mercy.  (St. Ambrose)

15. Jericho is an image of this world.  Adam, cast out from Paradise, that heavenly Jerusalem, descended to it by the mistake of his transgression, that is, departing from the living to hell.  When he turned aside to worldly sins, Adam fell among thieves; who are those thieves, if not the angels of night and darkness.  These first steal the clothes of spiritual grace that we have received and are then accustomed to inflict wounds.  If we preserve unstained the garments that we have put on, we cannot feel the robbers’ blows.  He [Adam] received a mortal wound by which the whole human race would have fallen if that Samaritan, on His journey, had not tended his serious injuries.  (St. Ambrose)

16. That Physician has many remedies with which He is accustomed to cure.  His speech is a remedy.  One of his sayings binds up wounds, another treats with oil, another pours in wine.  He binds wounds with a stricter rule.  He treats with the forgiveness of sins.  He stings with the rebuke of judgment as if with wine.  (St. Ambrose)

17. The Inn is the Church which hosts and nurtures every human without rejection.  (Origen)
18. The two coins represent:  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
a. The love of God and the love of people (St. Augustine)
b. The knowledge of the Father and the Son (Origen)
c. The New and Old Testaments; the latter was given through the law and the prophets, and the first was given through the apostles’ teachings.  (St. Severus of Antioch)
19. What are those two coins, unless perhaps the two Testaments that contain revealed with them the image of the eternal King, at the price of whose wounds we are healed?  (St. Ambrose)

20. Our Lord, the Good Samaritan, leaves us in the flesh and ascends into heaven to prepare for us a place there.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)

21. Blessed is that innkeeper who can care for another’s wounds.  A good steward is one who also spends over and above.  St. Paul is a good steward, whose sermons and epistles overflow with the knowledge that he received. He followed the moderate command of the Lord with almost immoderate effort of mind and body, so that he raised many from deep sorrow by the stewardship of spiritual exhortation.  He was a good keeper of his inn, in which the ass knows his master’s crib and the flocks of lambs are enclosed.  (St. Ambrose)

22. Robbers left you half-dead on the road, but you have been found lying there by the passing and kindly Samaritan.  Wine and oil have been poured on you; you have received the Sacrament of the Only-Begotten Son.  You have been lifted onto His mule; you have believed that Christ became flesh.  You have been brought to the inn, and you are being cured in the Church.  (St. Augustine)

23. Since no one is closer that He who tended to our wounds, let us love Him as our Lord, and let us love Him as our neighbor.  (St. Ambrose)

24. Love all humans without discrimination between races and languages; every human is our neighbor. We are neighbors, all people to all people, for we have one Father.  (St. Jerome)
25. He is speaking not so much to the teacher of the law as to us and to everyone when He says, “Go and do likewise.”  If we do, we will receive eternal life in Christ Jesus, to Whom is glory and power for ages of ages.  (Origen)

Amen


NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
The Good Samaritan

Read: Luke 10:25-37
[image: image1.png]Verse to memorize: 

	By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.

John 13:35


1. In answer to what question was this story told?

2. What commandment differentiates Christianity from other religions?

3. List some characteristics of the Good Samaritan:

4. The Lord denied that He had a _____________ but did not deny that He was ______________.

5. What should we do to those who upset or bother us?

6. What should we learn from this story?

7. Complete the sentences using the letters in group A in group B: 
	A
	B

	(a) Jerusalem represents
	(   ) our Lord Jesus Christ

	(b) Jericho represents
	(   ) the Church

	(c) Thieves refer to
	(   ) the city of God

	(d) The victim’s clothes represent 
	(   ) the Bishop

	(e) The wounds represent
	(   ) devils

	(f) The priest & Levite refer to
	(   ) the world

	(g) The Good Samaritan refers to
	(   ) grace & righteousness

	(h) The inn refers to
	(   ) iniquities & sins

	(i) The host refers to
	(   ) the law & prophets





































































































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( References Used:


The Gospel According to St. Luke (A Patristic Commentary), Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, St. George Coptic Church – Sporting, Alexandria, 1990.


Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Luke, The Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Arthur A. Just Jr., 2003.  (The sayings were marked by the Saint or commentator’s name)
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