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The Hymn of Victory 
The Song of Moses the Prophet 
Objective: 
· Songs of praise are deeply rooted in the nature of man and in the Church. 

Memory Verse: 

“I will bless the Lord at all time; His praise shall continually be in my mouth” (Psalm 34:1) 

References: 

· Exodus 15; Revelation 15:3
· The Annual Psalmody - The book of daily Songs of praise and the Hourly psalms
· The Book of “The Spirituality of the Song of Praise.” 

· The rituals of the prayers of Apocalypse 

Introduction: 


Praise and singing is an inherent nature of man. Man is the only creature that can talk and has the ability to sing. Man should use this unique gift that God has given him for the glorification and praise of God. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. The Song of Moses 

When Pharaoh got his war chariots and his army ready and set out to pursue the Israelites, the Egyptian army, with all the horses, chariots and drivers pursued them and caught up with them as they were camped by the Red Sea (Exodus Chapter 14). 


The Lord of Glory made the Israelites cross the Red Sea before that powerful Divine work; the people of Israel expressed their feelings by this lovely song of praise. They praised the Lord by these wonderful inspired words. 


They expressed their delight in the victory and happiness of salvation and in feeling the work of God, His power and His victory. They thanked the Lord and glorified Him. 


That is why the Church ranks this song as the first song to be sung during the Eve of Holy Bright Saturday (The Apocalypse). In this, she ensures and declares that the victory has been achieved, salvation has been completed and humanity has crossed from the life of slavery to the freedom of the children of God. It is not crossing the sea but crossing with Christ, Glory be to Him, in His death, Cross, Resurrection and Ascension. So this song of victory is sung although Christ is still in the tomb and the Church has not celebrated the Resurrection yet. 

To feel the work of God and His power and praise them 


Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord and said, “I will sing to the Lord, for He Has triumphed gloriously...” This song is composed of stanzas and verses which all speak about the work of God. By this song, they remembered the power and salvation the Lord granted them and the defeat of Pharaoh and all his soldiers. The one who sings this song feels the delight of the people of Israel. Blessed is the soul that always feels the work of God and feels His great favor. This soul will sing to Him, remembering His power day and night in thanksgiving, in praise, in joy of the heart, when it faces the problems and troubles of life. 

II. Singing Songs of Praise with the Spirit of the Congregation 


Then Moses and the Israelites sang… the entire congregation sang… the work of God was not declared to one person, but the whole congregation glorified the Lord. One cannot be aware of the work of God, perceive His power or attain His Salvation except through the whole congregation. So public songs of praise are clear response to the will of God, and they indicate the achievement of His Holy will in humanity and the completion of God’s purpose in man. In this spirit, man enters into a state of pure worship of God. In the worship, the Lord gives His glory, power and salvation and man receives the gift of the Lord with the spirit of thanksgiving, singing songs of praise, with great joy. 


So the Lord begins the initiative of love and giving. This Divine love demands that we should enjoy it and enter into a fellowship of love and response with Him. 

III. Between the Congregation of Israel and the Lord’s congregation in the New Testament 


All the events and rituals of the Old Testament were symbols of life, so the holy congregation or the congregation of the New Testament (the Church) assimilated these events and offered them as a life of Divine fellowship. They have been enlightened by the right of the Lord declared in the New Testament, and filled by the Holy Spirit so that it may affect the soul. The Israelite congregation offered this song to the Lord and at the head of that choir was Prophet Moses himself. 


Hence we realize the mystery of the songs of praise sung in the Church. These are not mere words or tunes offered to the Lord. They are a life of fellowship, where Christ is the Head of the Church, and the Holy Spirit unites the hearts of individuals with the deep unity of love with the Head. The tune comes out in harmony and expresses the mystical unity of work represented in this song of praise (the sacrifice of hymns). 

IV. The Shout of Victory - the Song of Victory and Salvation 


The people of Israel were able to increase the victory they won by this joyful song. It was like the shout of victory that shook all parts of the wilderness, and it was a symbol of the salvation that the Lord made for His people. In spiritual reality, we find that the shout of victory leads the soul joyfully in the way of God; much contemplation in the weakness of man, his perpetual failure and the lack in his potentialities and inability hampers the spiritual way. But sound spirituality lies in perpetual contemplation on the power of the Lord, His victory and His salvation and in sticking to them as a Divine right granted to man by God. 


“The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will exalt Him…Your right hand, O Lord, has become glorious in power; Your right hand, O Lord, has dashed the enemy in pieces and in the greatness of Your excellence You have overthrown those who rose against You. You sent forth Your wrath, which consumed them like stubble.” How wonderful it is to stick to the power of God;  we move calmly and with simplicity from power to power; we change from glory to glory,  from human inability to the great power of God” (Exodus 15:2-7). 

V. Sing Joyfully to God Who Saves the Soul from Self-Righteousness 


One of the most dangerous things that afflict man is self-righteousness, or the feeling that what he got of victories, achievements of progress or virtues is the outcome of its innate powers. Here, man steals the glory of God and falsifies facts (Read Revelation 3:17). Hence, we see the necessity of singing songs of praise to the Lord as a Divine ritual that secures the soul against the most dangerous enemy that deprives her of all the blessings of salvation and everlasting life. 


The person who is used to singing songs of praise in the Church with the congregation of the Lord feels that his faith in the work of the Lord, his victory and his salvation increases every day. The realization of self-weakness and inability also increases; this is the continuity of spiritual development (Read Luke 9:23-24).
VI. Human Harmony to the Worship of God 


“Then Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and dancing and Miriam sang to them, ‘Sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously.’” This is the soul’s most beautiful expression when she goes out in harmony to sing to the Lord. 

Conclusion: 


Singing to the Lord expresses the extent of harmony, which was the outcome of the spirit of praising the Lord in both the congregation and the individual. This is God’s purpose for humanity to be harmonious and to unite in one Body, i.e. the Body of the Lord Himself; then all the people go out to sing to the Lord perpetual joy. At that moment, man perceives his real existence in the Lord, the dimensions of real life in Jesus Christ and the great work he is called for, which is praising the Lord; he perceives also the beauty of the Lord (The fairest of the sons of men) and enjoys His love, power and perpetual peace. The most dangerous thing that afflicts the soul is her inner division in worshiping the Lord, and the inner structure being torn; hence comes the importance of praising the Lord with joy to unite man to glorify God; “Unite my heart to fear Your Name.” 

Applications: 

· The students of the class should form a choir for praise and should practice this worship with the spirit of joy and harmony among the group. 

· The students express all these experiences using all means of expression (prayer, drawing, magazines, etc.) 

· The Servant and his students read part of the Book of “The Daily Songs of Praise” and the hourly prayers and also contemplate together on the spiritual subjects of singing to the Lord. 

Audio Recording: 
· The 1st. Praise of Midnight Psalmody (Coptic)
· The 1st. Praise of Midnight Psalmody (English) 




(
	Tote afhwc `nje Mw`ucyc nem nensyri `mPi=c=l `etaihwdy `nte P[oic ouoh afjoc e;roujoc@ je marenhwc `eP=o=c@ je qen ou`wou gar af[i`wou. 
	Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the Lord and spoke saying, "I will sing to the Lord for He has triumphed gloriously."
	حينئذ سبح موسى وبنو اسرائيل بهذه التسبحة للرب وقالوا فلنسبح للرب لانه بالمجد قد تمجد.

	Ou`h;o nem ou[aci`h;o afberbwrou `e`viom@ oubo`y;oc nem ourefhwbc `ebol hijwi@ afswpi nyi `noucwt>. 
	The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and song and He has become my salvation.
	الفرس وراكبه طرحهما فى البحر. معينى وساترى صار لى خلاصآ. 

	Vai pe Panou] ]na]`wou naf@ V] `mpaiwt ]na[acf. 
	He is my God and I will glorify Him, my fathers God and I will exalt Him.
	هذا هو إلهى فأمجده. أله أبى فأرفعه.

	P=o=c petqomqem `nnibwtc@ P=o=c pe pefran@ nibere[woutc `nte Vara`w nem tefjom tyrc afberbwrou `e`viom. 
	The Lord is a man of war, the Lord is His name. Pharaohs chariots and his army He 
has cast into the sea.
	الرب مكسر الحروب. الرب إسمه. مركبات فرعون وكل قوته طرحهما فى البحر. 

	Hancwtp `n`anabatyc `n`trictatyc afjolkou qen `viom `nsari. 
	His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea.
	ركبانآ مننتخبين ذى ثلاث جنبات غرقهم فى البحر الأحمر. 

	Afhwbc `e`hryi `ejwou `nje pimwou@ auwmc `e`qryi `epetsyk `m`vry] `nou`wni. 
	The depths have covered them; they sank to the bottom as a stone.
	غطاهم الماء أنغمسوا إلى العمق مثل الحجر.

	Tekou`inam P=o=c ac[i`wou qen oujom@ tekjij `nou`inam Panou] actake nekjaji.
	Your right hand, O Lord, has become glorious in power. Your right hand, O Lord, has dashed the enemy in pieces.
	يمينُك يارب تمجدت بالقوة. يدك اليمنى ياإلهى أهلكت أعداءك.

	Qen `p`asai `nte pek`wou akqomqem `nnyet]oubyn@ akouwrp `mpekjwnt afou`omou `m`vry] `nhanrwou`i. 
	And in the greatness of Your excellence, You have overthrown those who rose up against You. You sent forth Your wrath; it consumed them like stubble.
	بكثرة مجدك سحقت الذين يقاوموننا أرسلت غضبك فأكلهم مثل الهشيم.

	` Ebolhiten pi=p=n=a `nte pek`mbon af`ohi `eratf `nje pimwou@ au[ici `nje nimwou `m`vry] `noucobt@ au[wc `nje nijol qen `;my] `m`viom. 
	And with the blast of Your nostrils the waters were gathered together, the flood stood upright like a wall and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea.
	وبروح غضبك وقف الماء وارتفعت المياء مثل السور. وجمدت الأمواج فى وسط البحر.

	Afjoc gar `nje pijaji je ]na[oji `ntataho@ `ntavws `nhanswl@ `nta`tci`o nta'u,y@ `ntaqwteb qen tacyfi@ `nte tajij er=o=c. 
	The enemy said, "I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my lust shall be satisfied upon them, I will draw my sword, and my hand shall destroy them.
	قال العدو . انى أسرع فأدرك . وأقسم الغنائم وأشبع نفسى . وأقتل بسيفى ويدى تتسلط.

	Akou`wrp `mpek=p=n=a afhobcou `nje `viom@ auwmc `epecyt `m`vry] `noutath qen hanmwou euos. 
	You blew with Your wind, the sea covered them, they sank like lead in the mighty waters.
	اًرسلت روحك فغطاهم البحر . وغطسوا الى أسفل كالرصاص فى مياه كثيرة.

	Nim et`oni `mmok qen ninou] P=o=c@ nim et`oni `mmok@ `eau]`wou nak qen ny=e=;=u `ntak@ euer`svyri `mmok qen ou`wou@ ek`iri `nhan`svyri. 
	Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, glorified in His saints, amazing in glory, performing wonders.
	من يشبهك فى الآلهة يارب من يشبهك. ممجدا فى قديسيك متعجبا منك بالمجد. صانعا عجائب.

	Akcouten tekou`inam `ebol afomkou `nje `pkahi@ ak[imwit qajwf `mpeklaoc qen oume;myi@ vai `etakcotpf ak]jom naf qen teknom]@ euma `nemton efouab nak. 
	You stretched out Your right hand, the earth swallowed them. You in Your mercy have led forth, the people whom You have redeemed. You have guided them, in Your strength, to Your holy habitation.
	مددت يمينك فابتلعتهم الأرض . هديت شعبك بالحقيقة . هذا الذى اخترته وقويته بتعزيتك . الى موضع راحة قدسك.

	Aucwtem `nje hane;noc ouoh aujwnt@ hannakhi au[i `nnyetsop qen Nivulictim. 
	The people will hear and be afraid, sorrow will take hold of the inhabitants of Palestine.
	سمعت الأمم وغضبت . والمخاض أخذ سكان فلسطين.

	Tote auiyc `mmwou `nje nihygemwn `nte Edwm@ niar,wn `nte Nimw`abityc ou`c;erter pe `etaf[itou. 
	Then the dukes of Edom will be amazed, the mighty men of Moab, trembling will take hold of them.
	-

	Aubwl `ebol `nje ouon niben etsop qen <anaan@ af`i `e`hryi `ejwou `nje ou`c;erter nem ouho]. 
	All the inhabitants of Canaan will melt away, fear and dread will fall on them.
	ذاب كل سكان كنعان . وأتت عليهم الرعدة والخوف.

	Qen `p`asai `nte pek`jvoi marouer`wni@ satefcini `nje peklaoc P=o=c satefcini `nje peklaoc vai `etak`jvof. 
	By the greatness of Your arm they will be as still as stone, till Your people pass over O Lord, till Your people pass over whom You have purchased.
	بكثرة ساعدك فليصيروا كالحجر. حتى يجتاز شعبك يارب حتى يجتاز شعبك هذا الذى اقتنيته. 

	Anitou `eqoun tojou hijen outwou `nte tek`klyronomi`a@ nem `eqoun `epekma`nswpi etcebtwt@ vai `etakerhwb `erof P=o=c. 
	You will bring them in and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which You have made for You to dwell in.
	أدخلهم وأغرسهم على جبل ميراثك . وفى مسكنك المعد . هذا الذى صنعته يارب.

	Pekma =e=;=u P=o=c vy`etaucebtwtf `nje nekjij@ P=o=c ekoi `nouro sa `eneh nem icjen `p`eneh ouoh `eti. 
	In Your sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established, the Lord shall reign forever and ever.
	موضعك المقدس يارب الذى أعددته يداك . يارب تملك منذ الأزل والآن والى الأبد.

	Je au`i `eqoun `e`viom `nje ni`h;wr `nte Vara`w nem nefbere[woutc nem nef[aci`h;o. 
	For the horses of Pharaoh went with his chariots and his horsemen into the sea.
	لأنه قد دخل الى البحر خيل فرعون ومركباته وفرسانه.


	` AP=o=c en pimwou `nte `viom `e`hryi `ejwou@ nensyri de `mPicrayl naumosi qen petsou`wou qen `;my] `m`viom. 
	And the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them but the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea.
	والرب غمرهم بماء البحر . أما بنو اسرائيل فكانوا يمشون على اليابسة فى وسط البحر.

	Ac[i de nac `nje Mariam ]`provytyc `tcwni `n`A`arwn `mpikemkem qen necjij@ ouoh au`i `ebol camenhyc `nje nihi`omi tyrou qen hankemkem nem hanhwc.
	And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with praises.
	فأخذت مريم النبية أخت هرون الدف بيديها. وخرج فى ثرها جميع النسوة بالدفوف والتسابيح.

	Acerhytc de qajwou `nje Mariam ecjw `mmoc@ je marenhwc `eP=o=c@ je qen ou`wou gar af[i`wou. 
	And Miriam answered them saying, "Sing to the Lord for He has triumphed gloriously."
	وبدأت مريم فى مقدمتهن تقول فلنسبح الرب لأنه بالمجد قد تمجد.

	Ou`h;o nem ou[aci`h;o aferbwrou `e`viom@ je marenhwc `eP=o=c@ je qen ou`wou gar af[i`wou. 
	The horse and its rider, He has thrown into the sea. "Let us sing to the Lord for He has triumphed gloriously."
	الفرس وراكب الفرس طرحهما فى البحر . فلنسبح الرب لأنه بالمجد قد تمجد.






Exodus 15

	1
	Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.


	2
	The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt him.

	3
	The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name.

	4
	Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea.

	5
	The depths have covered them: they sank into the bottom as a stone.

	6
	Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.

	7
	And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown them that rose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble.

	8
	And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered together, the floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea.

	9
	The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.

	10
	Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters.

	11
	Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?

	12
	Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed them.

	13
	Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation.

	14
	The people shall hear, and be afraid: sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestina.

	15
	Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them; all the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away.

	16
	Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness of thine arm they shall be as still as a stone; till thy people pass over, O LORD, till the people pass over, which thou hast purchased.

	17
	Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.

	18
	The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.

	19
	For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his horsemen into the sea, and the LORD brought again the waters of the sea upon them; but the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea.

	20
	And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances.

	21
	And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.




THE FIRST CANTICLE HAUS (ODE)(
THE PRAISE OF VICTORY

Moses the Prophet’s Praise in Adam Tune

The Praise of Victory


The praise of the First Canticle Haus is the Praise of Moses which he sang with the children of Israel after crossing the Red Sea, while Pharaoh and his soldiers were drowning. It is exactly the same words said by Mariam with the ladies while dancing. This praise is also mentioned in Revelations They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the lamb, saying: “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the Saints! (Rev. 15:3)


The Church feels it is standing by the sea of glass in front of the throne, singing with harps. It is clear that the Church is living now in the faith of her salvation from the sea of the world and the Pharaoh of the mind; it’s as if we actually had crossed death, so we praise and thank God for giving us a share in that glory.


There are wonderful meanings in this praise; that’s why the Church had put it at the beginning (First Canticle Haus).


Pharaoh and his soldiers who had enslaved the children of Israel are exactly like Satan and his soldiers enslaving human beings. As Moses saved the children of Israel, Jesus Christ also saved us from the slavery of the devil. Drowning Pharaoh and his soldiers in the sea is like drowning Satan and his soldiers in Hades through Jesus’ Cross.

Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the Lord and spoke saying, “I will sing to the Lord for he had triumphed gloriously”

The Lord says, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” (Psalm 50:15) It was a day of great trouble to the children of Israel when they came out of the land Egypt and reached the shore of the Red Sea. Suddenly, they found Pharaoh, his soldiers and knights behind them. “And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after them. So they were afraid, and the children of Israel cried to the lord. Then they said to Moses, “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than we should die in the wilderness.” And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.” And the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.”(Exodus 14:10-16)


“Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on the right hand and on the left.” (Exodus 14:21-22)


“So the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Thus Israel saw the great work which the Lord had done in Egypt; so the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord and His servant Moses.” (Exodus 14:30-31)


The glory of Jesus Christ was in His Great wonderful Salvation on the cross; through His death, His mercy was glorified and He saved Adam and his children. This glory was hidden from Satan, who came to the cross to take Jesus Christ’s soul as he had done with those who had died before and put them in Hades. But the Lord of glory was glorified through the Power of His Divinity and cast Satan into Hades, as He did with Pharaoh and his soldiers. Thus we are saved from Satan, our enemy, as the children of Israel were saved from Pharaoh.

The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and song and He has become my salvation.


Through His power, God caste Pharaoh and all his chariots in the sea, so they drowned and the children of Israel were saved. Jesus Christ also saved us from our mental Pharaoh and cast it in Hades. When the disciples came back from their first mission happily, Jesus said to them, “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to myself.” (John 12:31-32).


It is through Christ “That we should be saved from our enemies” (Luke 1:71). Thus we praise him in Pascha Week, “My Lord Jesus Christ, my Good Savior, my strength and my praise who became my holy Salvation.”

He is my God and I will glorify Him, my Fathers God I will exalt Him.


As the Lord has done this great salvation for them, He is worthy of glory and praise, according to His holy commandment: “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” (Psalm 50:15)


In the New Testament, we believe that Jesus Christ is the Great God, the Savior of the world; every time we look at the cross, we glorify Him, though “He is despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” (Isaiah 53:3)

And they mocked him saying, “He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him” (Matthew 27:42) “Save Yourself, and come down from the cross!” (Mark 15:30)


The Lord is a man of war, the Lord is His name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea.


Why do we glorify the Lord? Because He is a man of war. He ended the war between the Israelites and the Egyptians with a great victory for the children of Israel. He also ended the war between Israel and the seven nations in the land of Canaan at the time of the Judges: “Then he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet into every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and torches inside the pitchers. (Judges 7: 16)


 “After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed six hundred men of the Philistines with an ox goad; and he also delivered Israel.” (Judges 3:31)


“And then, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said to him ‘Come, I will show you the man whom you seek.’ And when he went into her tent, there lay Sisera, dead with the peg in his temple.” (Judges 4:22)


“He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out his hand and took it, and killed a thousand men with it.” (Judges 15:15)


Also He ended the war during the reign of Hezekiah the king: “And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of the Lord went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses - all dead.” (2 Kings 19:35) The mighty God is the Lord, the Almighty, the Pantokrator. 
His chosen captains are also drowned in the Red Sea.


They were special, strong knights of Pharaoh, who were famous for their bravery and skills in war; they were drowned in the red sea and couldn’t be saved from God’s hand. “Far above all principalities and power might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.”(Ephesians 1:21)

The depths have covered them; they sank to the bottom as a stone.

 “Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained.” (Ex. 14:28) They sank in the deep sea because they were armored with heavy weapons; thus their weapons were the reason for their death.


Jesus also drowned our armored enemies, through His Cross, in the bottom of Hades.

Your right hand, O Lord, has become glorious in power. Your right hand, O Lord, has dashed the enemy in pieces.

The right hand always symbolizes strength, and our strong Lord destroyed Pharaoh, His enemy, who blasphemed and said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know that Lord, nor will I let Israel go.” (Ex. 5:2) The word “right hand” also means the Only Begotten Son; He is the power of the Father. He defeated Satan and his soldiers through His Cross. God sent His Son, born of a woman, and saved His creation from the authority of the enemy and restored us to Heavenly Canaan.

And in the greatness of Your Excellence, You have overthrown those who rose up against You. You sent forth Your wrath, it consumed them like stubble.

Stubble cannot resist fire; it’s consumed so quickly and becomes ashes in seconds. The same with God’s wrath; as soon as He sent His wrath on the Egyptians, they were destroyed in minutes. Yes, “For our God is a consuming fire.” (Heb. 12:29) “For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”(Ps. 30:5)

And with the blast of Your nostrils the waters were gathered together, the flood stood upright like a wall and the depths were congealed on the heart of the sea.

With Your power, You created the waters and gave it its liquid texture to carry out Your will. Water is an obedient servant to You; when You walked on it, You changed its quality as if You were walking on land. When You ordered St. Peter to walk on it, he did. When You rebuked the sea, it obeyed.


So, no wonder then that the sea was split and the waves congealed as huge wall. Therefore, “Whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.” (Matt. 19:26)

The enemy said, “I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my lust shall be satisfied upon them, I will draw my sword, and my hand shall destroy them.” You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty waters.

When Pharaoh saw the divided sea, while the children of Israel crossing, he was encouraged and followed them to destroy them and take all their possessions. It was written: “Now the children of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and they had asked from the Egyptians articles of silver, articles of gold and clothing. And the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.” (Ex. 12:35-36) 

How wonderful are Your judgments, O Lord! The same reason which saved the Israelites, destroyed Pharaoh and his powers; “To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things?” (2 Cor. 2:16) Glory be to You, O Lord!


“With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful; with a blameless man You will show Yourself blameless; with the pure You will show Yourself pure; and with the devious You will show Yourself shrewd. For You will save the humble people, but will bring down haughty looks.” (Ps. 18:25-27) Also, “The Lord watches over the strangers; He relives the fatherless, and widow; but the way of the wicked He turns upside down.” (Ps. 146:9) “Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained.” (Ex. 14:28)


So it was, when Satan saw the Lord of glory, incarnated then crucified, as a weak person, saying on the cross, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” Satan thought that Jesus Christ was just a human being and wanted to capture His Soul when it departs His Body. But, when Jesus Christ died, His divinity never departed His Humanity for a single instance or a twinkle of an eye; thus He captured Satan and tied it up. We were released from its bondage and became captives of Jesus Christ’s sacrificing love. “Now for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be burdensome to you; for I do not seek yours, but you. For the children ought not to lay up of the parents, but the parents of the children.” (2 Cor. 12:14)

Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, glorified in His saints, amazing in glory, performing wonders?


Who is like You among the gods, O Lord; they are all false gods, made by the Gentiles through the devil’s deceit, to deprive them form Your way. But You are a zealous, strong God; “For indeed, those who are far from You shall perish; You have destroyed all those who desert You for harlotry.” (Ps. 73:27), “Let all be put to shame who serve carved images, who boast of idols, worship Him, all you gods.” (Ps. 97:7), “The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. They have mouths, but they do not speak; eyes that have, but they do not see; they have ears but they do not hear; nor is there any breath in their mouths. Those who make them are like them; so is everyone who trusts in them.” (Ps. 135:15-18)


Some people worship things that You created, like the sun, moon, stars, rivers, animals… You are glorified in all Your saints; You performed miracles and wonders through them; they witnessed for you during the times of spiritual ignorance. Crossing the Red Sea and the Jordan River are considered one of the great miracles which You performed, Lord, for those who fear Your name. In every age, “these signs will follow those who believe; In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;” (Mark 16:17), “And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.” (Mark 16:20)

You stretched out Your right hand; the earth swallowed them. You in Your mercy had fed froth the people whom You have redeemed. You have guided them in Your strength to Your Holy habitation.

O Lord, You drowned Pharaoh and all his soldiers but saved Your people whom You loved and chose. “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.” (Hosea 11:1), “For the Lord has chosen Jacob for himself, Israel for his special treasure” (Ps.135: 4), “Your garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years.” (Deut. 8:4) You guided them to Canaan, the place of Your Holy habitation which You have sworn to give to their fathers and their descendants.


Jesus Christ also redeemed Adam and His children after His death on the Cross; to the living He gave His Holy Spirit through Baptism and Mayroon, as a fixed seal by which they can face Satan’s wars and conquer it. After His Ascension, He guided us to His kingdom through His disciples and the descent of the Holy Spirit. They preached and wrote the Gospels and Epistles in order to show us the way to Christ and His kingdom. O Lord! You also gave us the means of salvation in the Church’s mysteries, gaining power and remission of our sins.

The people will hear and be afraid; sorrow will take hold of the inhabitants of Palestine.

“So it was, when all the kings of the Amorites who were on the west side of the Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of Israel until we had crossed over, that their heart melted and there was no spirit in them any longer because of the children of Israel.” (Josh. 5:1) Therefore, they started planning to prevent the children of Israel from entering into the Promised Land. The same with Satan; when it saw that human beings are being lifted to Paradise, it was angry and tried to stop them by tempting them to sin and to be lazy in prayers and worship, so that they might not reach the level Satan lost because of its pride.

Then the dukes of Edom will be amazed, the mighty men of Moab, trembling will take hold of them.

Moses sent a sensible message to the king of Edom to let them pass through his lands; “Now Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom. ‘Thus says your brother Israel: You know all the hardship that has befallen us, how our fathers went down to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a long time, and the Egyptians afflicted us and our fathers. When we cried out to the Lord, He heard our voice and sent the Angel and brought us up out of Egypt; now here we are in Kadesh, a city on the edge of your border. Please let us pass through your country. We will not pass through fields or vineyards, nor will we drink water from wells; we will go along the King’s Highway; we will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have passed through your territory.’ Then Edom said to him, ‘You shall not pass through my land, lest I come out against you with the sword.’” (Num. 20: 14-18). But it is also written, “Then he said, ‘You shall not pass through,’ So Edom came out against them with many men and with a strong hand.” (Num. 20:20)

The same with the Apostles when they preached the word of God; their preaching returned people to worship the true God, and the idols were destroyed. 

All the inhabitants of Canaan will melt away; fear and dread will fall on them.

“So Joshua said to the children of Israel, ‘Come here, and hear the words of the Lord your God.’ And Joshua said, ‘By this you shall know that the living God is among you, and that He will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jesusites.’” (Josh. 3:9-10) “And it came to pass when all the kings who were on this side of the Jordan in the hills and in the lowland and in all the coasts of the Great Sea toward Lebanon – The Hitite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite – heard about it, that they gathered together to fight with Joshua and Israel with one accord.” (Josh. 9:1)


Israel won all these battles because God was with them; “And they did not drive out the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites to this day and have become forced laborers.” (Josh. 16:10) Thus the curse of Noah their father was fulfilled: “Then he said: ‘Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants he shall be to his brethren.’” (Gen. 9:25)

By the greatness of Your arm they will be as still as stone, till Your people pass over O Lord, till Your people pass over whom You have purchased.

With Your Mighty Power, O Lord, You made these nations like stone in order to fulfill Your promise and Your people would reach the promised land. Truly, the Lord had promised to make these nations their food because His Power sustained the children of Israel. Moses repeats, “Till Your people pass over” twice to assure that they will reach the Promised Land. So, the honest pastor has to care about the salvation of his congregation, guiding them to the Kingdom of Heaven. 


“By the greatness of Your arm” means through Your Holy Spirit that’s dwelling in Your people. Through Baptism, the devils dread and become still like stone, till Your people whom You purchased with Your Precious Blood might reach Paradise.

You will bring them in and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which You have made for You to dwell in. 


Moses repeats his pleading fervently, asking for Israel to enter the Promised Land and plant in Mount Zion abundant fruits of prayer, worship and praise to please God’s heart. Thus, in the New Testament, we look at the new city; “he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” (Heb. 11:10)

In Your Sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established; the Lord shall reign forever and ever.

O Lord, You had prepared this sanctuary for us long ago, when You said to Abraham, “Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are northward, southward, eastward and westward; for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendents forever” (Gen. 13:14-15). We also ask Christ to reign over our hearts: “Thy Kingdom Come” and “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people He has chosen as His own inheritance.” (Ps. 33:12)

For the horses of Pharaoh went with his chariots and his horsemen into the sea. And the Lord brought back the waters to the sea upon them but the children of Israel went on dry land in the mist of the sea. 

God is glorified at all times. He saved Israel and was glorified, and He drowned Pharaoh and his soldiers and was also glorified; in everything, You are blessed and glorified. It also means that the believers living amidst the world, with the power of the Holy Spirit, can walk and live on earth guarded by God and His angels; while their enemies, the devils, drown in Hades prepared for them since the beginning of the world.

And Miriam the Prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with praises.

The Prophetess, leading the Israelite women, resembles St. Mary, the Mother of God, the first believer with the rest of the Christians who praised.

And Miriam answered them saying, “Sing to the Lord for He has triumphed gloriously. The horse and its rider, He has thrown into the sea. Let us sing to the Lord for He has triumphed gloriously.”
Lobsh (Praise) of the First Canticle Haus


It likewise deals with the children of Israel and their salvation in crossing the Red Sea, led by Moses the Prophet. Then we ask the prayers of Moses, the Archprophet, and the intercessions of St. Mary for the forgiveness of our sins.


Then we thank and worship the Holy Trinity for preparing our salvation from our mental Pharaoh and the sins of the world. The Holy Trinity also protects us for His Kingdom and enlightens our souls with His Divine Light, saving us form the darkness of sin and death. He leads us to walk in a path that was deserted before, the path of the Cross, “By a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh.” (Heb. 10:20)


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