[image: image2.png]




The Life of Joshua (Part II) 
Crossing the Jordan and Circumcision 
Objective: 
To show the effectiveness of faith in the life of the children of God
Memory Verse: 

“The book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night” (Joshua 1:8) 

References: 

· The life of Joshua in the Book of Exodus 17 & 24 

· The Book of Numbers 11-28 

· The Book of Deuteronomy 31 & 34 

· The life of Joshua in the Book of Hebrews 4:8 

· “The Life of Joshua (Translated),” Fr. Marcos Daoud 

Introduction: 

· Review with the students the previous lesson to be able to continue with this study on the life of Joshua. 

· Discuss the subject of faith, whether in the life of Joshua the minister of Moses or Rehab the Harlot. An introduction to the importance of faith in crossing the Jordan is clearly emphasized in today’s lesson. 

Lesson Outline: 
I. Crossing the Jordan 
Joshua chapter 3 is to be studied 
· Notice the importance of sanctification before performing a task (Verse 5). This can be extended to the importance of preparation before attending the Liturgy and receiving Communion. 

· Notice that the priests only took up the Ark of the Covenant and passed on before the people. Notice the importance of priesthood from  the Old Testament. 

II. The Encouraging Words of the Lord to Joshua 

· And the Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to magnify you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you” (Verse 7). 
· Notice also how a man was chosen from every tribe to cross the Jordan with the priests. (This is a good contemplation that shows the unity of the community, the people and the clergymen, since all are one family and children of God). 

· Contemplate the wonderful sight: The water that’s flowing in the Jordan to the Dead Sea stopped flowing and piled up. The down-stream flow to the Dead Sea was completely cut off. The water was like a fence and the people were able to cross over near Jericho. 

· While the people walked across on dry land, the priests carrying the Lord’s Ark of the Covenant stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan until all the people had crossed over. 

· Notice a very important thing here: The place where the people of Israel crossed the Jordan is called Bethany; it is the same place where John the Baptist baptized the Lord Jesus in the Jordan. The real crossing is crossing from darkness to light and from the enslavement of the flesh to the freedom of the glory of God’s children. This is achieved through baptism, the second birth, and by entering the Kingdom of God. 

· One man from each tribe carried a stone; they put twelve stones in the house where they spent the night; each man carried a stone on his shoulder. The Lord said, “… that this may be a sign among you, when your children ask in times to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ Then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord; when it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.” (Joshua 4:7). 

· Study the meaning of the memorial and its importance. Connect this with the Manna and with the Holy of Holies; remember the everlasting, living Memorial who is the True Manna laid on the altar, i.e. the Holy Body and the Holy Blood of the Son of God. “Do this in remembrance of Me,” He says. 

· The people crossed the Jordan, and the Ark of the Covenant also crossed the Jordan. The Lord honored Joshua in the eyes of his people the Israelites, so they feared him as they had feared Moses all the days of his life; “I honor those who honor Me.” How great the spiritual men of God are! 

III. Circumcision in Gilgal (Chapter 5) 

· The Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knifes and circumcise the people of Israel.” All the men who came out of Egypt were circumcised. These men died in the wilderness. But those who were born in the wilderness were not circumcised. 

· When the process of circumcising the entire nation was completed, the Lord said to Joshua, “This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you. And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day.” Study the issue of circumcision and the Covenant between the Lord and Abraham (Genesis 7:9-14). Study also this issue in the epistle to the Romans and the attitude of Christianity toward circumcision (Romans 2,3,4 and Galatians 6:11-17). 

· They kept the Passover and the Manna Ceased. They kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month, in the evening, in the plains of Jericho. On the morning after the Passover, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain; “And the manna ceased in the morning, when they ate of the produce of the land.” 
IV. The Three Important Subjects Studied in This Lesson 

1. Faith
2. Circumcision
3. The wonderful divine plan and how symbols are replaced by the actual
Faith 

This subject deals with the following dimensions, whatever the circumstances are: 

· What is faith? (Refer to Hebrews 11): Faith means to believe in the Lord God and to follow His commandments. 

· What are the obstacles of faith? Fear, stress, and depending on humans, material, mental and temporal measures
· The relationship between faith and works:  Integration between the Epistle to the Romans and the Epistle to James
· Practical exercise that a young man needs in this age of ours, where worldly materialistic needs are the focus: Young people need to practice the life of faith; without it, we cannot please God. 

Circumcision 

· It was the sign of a covenant between the Lord and His people. 

· It was a sign in the flesh, representing faith in the heart. 

· As time went by, people left the essence and concentrated on appearance. They neglected the content and concentrated on what appears in the flesh. 

· Study what St. Paul the apostle said in his epistle to the Romans: “Of what use is circumcision then?”
· Also study the movement of going back to Jewish traditions, Judaism, i.e. going back to the Jewish practices of the Law of Moses regarding circumcision, etc. (see Romans and Galatians). 

· Nowadays, only males are circumcised; the law forbids the circumcision of females. The purpose is not religious. Circumcision is practiced for hygienic purposes; by cutting off the loose skin covering the end of the male sex organ, the organ is kept clean and this decreases the possibility of having cancer in this area. 

· Notice that there are Christians only by name. They pride themselves in being Copts, children of martyrs, but they are not their children in spirit. This is exactly what happened among the Jews in the days of Christ; they said that Abraham was their father and that they were circumcised on the 8th day. 

How was Joshua a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ?
Young people can easily make this comparison. The following points are to be considered:
	Joshua
	Jesus

	1. The Lord was with him. Everyone respected him.
	1. He is the Lord Himself who is in the Bosom of the Father.

	2. He led the people to the Promise land.
	2. He led the Church from the valley of the shadow of death to everlasting life.

	3. He instituted the memorial of crossing the Jordan for generations to come.
	3. He instituted the memorial of His Holy Body and Blood.

	4. He circumcised the people entering the promise land. 
	4. He fulfilled circumcision through baptism; for our sake, he was baptized in the Jordan.

	5. He made the Passover.
	5. He is the True Passover through whom we find salvation from sin.

	6. The Lord performed miraculous deeds by his hands, such as the fall of Jericho.
	6. He is the Lord who performs miracles such as raising the dead, healing the sick, casting out demons and destroying their hidden fences and dark powers.

	7. He saved Rahab the Harlot.
	7. He is the Christ who came to save sinners, and they would find in Him everlasting salvation. (Isaiah 61:1).






Joshua 3

	1
	And Joshua rose up early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel; and they lodged there before they passed over.

	2
	And it came to pass after three days, that the officers went through the midst of the camp;

	3
	and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it.

	4
	Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go; for ye have not passed this way heretofore.

	5
	And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves; for tomorrow Jehovah will do wonders among you.

	6
	And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the people.

	7
	And Jehovah said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.

	8
	And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, ye shall stand still in the Jordan.

	9
	And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of Jehovah your God.

	10
	And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Hivite, and the Perizzite, and the Girgashite, and the Amorite, and the Jebusite.

	11
	Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into the Jordan.

	12
	Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, for every tribe a man.

	13
	And it shall come to pass, when the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of Jehovah, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, even the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand in one heap.

	14
	And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over the Jordan, the priests that bare the ark of the covenant being before the people;

	15
	and when they that bare the ark were come unto the Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (for the Jordan overfloweth all its banks all the time of harvest,)

	16
	that the waters which came down from above stood, and rose up in one heap, a great way off, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan; and those that went down toward the sea of the Arabah, even the Salt Sea, were wholly cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho.

	17
	And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of Jehovah stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all Israel passed over on dry ground, until all the nation were passed clean over the Jordan.


Joshua 4

	1
	And it came to pass, when all the nation were clean passed over the Jordan, that Jehovah spake unto Joshua, saying,

	2
	Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every tribe a man,

	3
	and command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the midst of the Jordan, out of the place where the priests` feet stood firm, twelve stones, and carry them over with you, and lay them down in the lodging-place, where ye shall lodge this night.

	4
	Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man:

	5
	and Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the ark of Jehovah your God into the midst of the Jordan, and take you up every man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the number of the tribes of the children of Israel;

	6
	that this may be a sign among you, that, when your children ask in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones?

	7
	then ye shall say unto them, Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah; when it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever.

	8
	And the children of Israel did so as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan, as Jehovah spake unto Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel; and they carried them over with them unto the place where they lodged, and laid them down there.

	9
	And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests that bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day.

	10
	For the priests that bare the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan, until everything was finished that Jehovah commanded Joshua to speak unto the people, according to all that Moses commanded Joshua: and the people hasted and passed over.

	11
	And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over, that the ark of Jehovah passed over, and the priests, in the presence of the people.

	12
	And the children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, passed over armed before the children of Israel, as Moses spake unto them:

	13
	about forty thousand ready armed for war passed over before Jehovah unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.

	14
	On that day Jehovah magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of his life.

	15
	And Jehovah spake unto Joshua, saying,

	16
	Command the priests that bear the ark of the testimony, that they come up out of the Jordan.

	17
	Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, Come ye up out of the Jordan.

	18
	And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of Jehovah were come up out of the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests` feet were lifted up unto the dry ground, that the waters of the Jordan returned unto their place, and went over all its banks, as aforetime.

	19
	And the people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, on the east border of Jericho.

	20
	And those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, did Joshua set up in Gilgal.

	21
	And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones?

	22
	Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land.

	23
	For Jehovah your God dried up the waters of the Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, as Jehovah your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were passed over;

	24
	that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of Jehovah, that it is mighty; that ye may fear Jehovah your God for ever.


Joshua 5

	1
	And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, that were beyond the Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, that were by the sea, heard how that Jehovah had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over, that their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel.

	2
	At that time Jehovah said unto Joshua, Make thee knives of flint, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time.

	3
	And Joshua made him knives of lint, and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins.

	4
	And this is the cause why Joshua did circumcise: all the people that came forth out of Egypt, that were males, even all the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way, after they came forth out of Egypt.

	5
	For all the people that came out were circumcised; but all the people that were born in the wilderness by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, they had not circumcised.

	6
	For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the nation, even the men of war that came forth out of Egypt, were consumed, because they hearkened not unto the voice of Jehovah: unto whom Jehovah sware that he would not let them see the land which Jehovah sware unto their fathers that he would give us, a land flowing with milk and honey.

	7
	And their children, whom he raised up in their stead, them did Joshua circumcise: for they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way.

	8
	And it came to pass, when they had done circumcising all the nation, that they abode in their places in the camp, till they were whole.

	9
	And Jehovah said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of that place was called Gilgal, unto this day.

	10
	And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal; and they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho.

	11
	And they did eat of the produce of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes and parched grain, in the selfsame day.

	12
	And the manna ceased on the morrow, after they had eaten of the produce of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

	13
	And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?

	14
	And he said, Nay; but [as] prince of the host of Jehovah am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?

	15
	And the prince of Jehovah`s host said unto Joshua, Put off thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.



Supplemental Notes( on

Crossing the Jordan and Circumcision 
1. Joshua began to rule in Israel when he crossed the Jordan River. Similarly, Jesus Christ began to preach the Gospel after He was baptized, for crossing the Jordan was a type of Baptism, and thus of ours as well. (St. Cyril of Jerusalem)

2. The passage of Joshua 3:1-17 is a picture of God’s plan of salvation for the world. The ark prefigures Christ’s conception in the holy womb of the Ever-virgin Mary. The feet of the priests in the water (v. 13) prefigure Christ’s feet in the very same river at His Baptism (Mt. 3:13), which will drive the powers of darkness out of creation (v. 10). Since Christ’s Baptism is also our baptism, we are united to Him in the sanctified waters, and through Him are delivered from the powers of darkness.
3. The Ark of the Covenant was a box overlaid with gold on all sides. On top of the ark was the mercy seat, overshadowed by the cherubim of glory. Inside the ark were the golden pot with the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablet of the Ten Commandments. The ark was a type of the Ever-virgin Mary with Christ conceived in her holy womb. The articles inside the ark speak of Christ. Thus, God the Son became incarnate in St. Mary for our salvation, and therefore she is the Mother of God (the Theotokos).

4. The waters stopped flowing because the Lord changed the laws of nature to allow Israel to cross the Jordan. This crossing was a type of the sacraments, or mysteries, of the Church. For in the sacraments, the laws of nature are overcome to allow the faithful to partake of the Lord’s salvation. In baptism, for instance, the water in the baptismal font becomes in a mystery the very Baptism of Christ, by which we attain the forgiveness of sins. Also, in the Eucharist, the bread and wine become in a mystery the very Body and Blood of Christ. In both cases, the laws of nature are overcome so as to bring about our salvation.
5. The twelve stones prefigure the twelve apostles of Christ (St. Gregory of Nyssa). The Lord gave them the authority to baptize all nations in the name of the Holy Trinity (Mt 28:18-20).
6. The nation of Israel feared Joshua as long as he lived in her midst. Since they feared the type, how much more should we fear the One who fulfilled the type, namely, Jesus our Lord and God? Joshua eventually died, but the risen Lord lives among us forever.

7. Circumcision was given first to Abraham after he was declared righteous before God through faith in the promise of the Gospel (Gn 17:9-14). This was a sign for the Gentiles among whom he lived concerning the Gospel, which separated him and his household from them. The children born during Israel’s sojourn in the desert had no need to be circumcised, because Israel did not live among the Gentiles during this time. But now Israel was again living among the Gentiles; therefore, Joshua instituted a second law of circumcision. Circumcision was also a type of baptism. For as circumcision cut off a useless member of the body, so baptism cuts off sinful desires and pleasures from one’s life through the cross. We also sign ourselves with the cross to express our faith; however, we do this not to separate ourselves from the unbelievers among whom we live, but to separate ourselves from an unholy manner of life. We thus direct our lives with holy desires and faithfulness (St. John of Damascus).


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                                .
The Life of Joshua (Part 2)
Read: Joshua Chapters 3-5
[image: image2.png]Verse to Memorize: 
	The book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night.
Joshua 1:8


1. What’s the significance of the place where they crossed the Jordan River?

2. What was the function of priesthood in crossing the Jordan?

3. Why did a man from each tribe pick up a stone from the middle of the Jordan River?

4. When did the manna cease to appear?

5. What was the reason for circumcision in the Old Testament?

6. What did circumcision represent in the New Testament?

7. How is faith related to works?

8. In what ways did Joshua represent our Lord Jesus Christ?[image: image1.emf] 
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