[image: image2.png]




The Life of Joshua (Part III)
Between Triumph and Defeat 
Objective: 
· Triumph through faith
· Death is the wage of sin; sin causes man’s destruction. 

Memory Verse: 

“Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you” (Joshua 3:5) 

References: 

· “The Book of Joshua,” by Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

Introduction: 

Ask the students what they know about Joshua and his major achievements. 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Joshua meets the commander of the army of the Lord 
· Notice how the Lord prepares a man when He chooses him to do a great deed. Everything works in wisdom and insight, as St. Paul says in his letter to the Ephesians, Chapter 1. 

· Marching around the city (Chapter 6): Notice the number seven, which refers to the seven Sacraments, the seven seals, and the seven Spirits of God that have been sent throughout the whole earth (Revelation 5). 

· On the seventh day, they marched around the city seven times. They blew the trumpets and the people shouted; the walls of the city collapsed (a miraculous deed).
· Rahab the harlot was saved. The whole city was destroyed, and no one was saved except Rahab the harlot and her family. 

· The city was burnt with fire, but gold, silver, bronze and iron were taken and put in the Lord’s treasury. 


Contemplate the faith that surpasses the mind, logic and all material measures. How can all the walls of a stony city collapse by simply marching round it and shouting? The mystery of the power lies in the word of God. 


But as man must do his best, here lies the importance of works with faith. We lift up the stone and Jesus raises Lazarus. We obey the commandment, and God manages everything well for the good of those who love Him. We study hard, and God helps us because we believe that our whole life is in the hands of God, Who lead us in His victory procession. 

The fact that the harlot was saved is a fact that comforts young people who have sinned. Out of a whole city, no one was saved except Rahab. Thus, our merciful God accepts us when we repent and have a lively faith like that of Rahab, who believed the spies and hid them, although all circumstances were not in her favor and were against her concept of faith. 

2. The Sin of Achan the son of Carmi 

Joshua sent some men from Jericho to Ai, which was a small and weak city. But the Israelites were defeated. Joshua tore his clothes in grief and threw himself to the ground. “There are devoted things in the midst of you, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you.”

Achan the son of Carmi confessed his sin (Chapter 7). All Israel stoned him. They burned him and his family with fire; they raised over his body a great heap of stones. Then the Lord turned from his burning anger. 


Achan the son of Carmi is an important subject suitable for young people; when we hide sin in our hearts, God’s anger is kindled. God does not hate us, but He hates sin. Every one of us must search his heart. The reason for falling repeatedly is hiding sin or sticking to it, loving it and not taking a decisive attitude against the desires of the flesh. 

3. Victory over Ai 


Joshua laid an ambush of five thousand men. He deceived the King of Ai by pretending to flee, so king Ai went out after the Israelites. The Israelites rose up from the ambush and set the city on fire. There was not a man left in Ai. 


The victory that took place after the defeat in Ai gives us comfort and encouragement, so long as we offer true repentance and build up an altar for the Lord in our hearts. 

4. Honoring the Lord 


An altar was built. Joshua read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law. There was not a word of all that Moses commanded which Joshua did not read before the assembly of Israel. 

Joshua’s Battles and His Farewell Address 
1. The Gibeonites Deceive Joshua (Chapter 9) 

· This is an example on the wisdom of the people of the world. 

· Joshua made a treaty of friendship with the people of Gibeon, and the leaders gave their solemn promise to keep the treaty; then they learned that those people lived nearby. 
· Notice that Joshua kept his promise, but he condemned them and made them slaves, to cut wood and carry water for the people of Israel. 

2. Joshua gains victory over the five kings (Chapter 10) 

· The five kings joined forces, surrounded Gibeon and attacked it because the people of Gibeon made a treaty of friendship with Israel. The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands.” The Lord threw them into a panic. The Israelites slaughtered them at Gibeon. The Lord made large hailstones fall down on them. More were killed by the hailstones than by the Israelites. 

· Joshua said, “Sun stand still over Gibeon, and moon in the valley of Aijalon.” And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed until the nation took vengeance on their enemies. There has been no day like it before or since, for the Lord fought for Israel. 

· The five kings escaped and hid themselves in a cave. The Israelites rolled a great stone against the mouth of the cave. After the war, the five kings were brought out from the cave and were hung on five trees. Large stones were laid against the mouth of the cave after their bodies were thrown in. 
· The rest of Joshua’s victories are mentioned in Chapters 11 and 12 of the Book of Joshua. 

3. Joshua’s farewell address (Chapter 23 and 24) 

The servant should read these two chapters because they are full of instructions and wonderful, spiritual advice. 

· “Be very steadfast to keep and do all that is written in the book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it neither to the right-hand nor to the left.”
· Joshua warned them not to mix with pagans or marry foreign women (Ch 23:12,13 & Ch 24). 

· “And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one thing has failed of all the good things which the Lord your God promised concerning you, not one of them has failed.” (Connect this with what St. Paul the Apostle said to the elders of Ephesus, Acts 20:17-27, and what he said to his disciple Timothy in his second epistle, when the time of his death approached). 

· “But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” A wonderful decision to live for the Lord, he and his house, even if all the people left him and served other gods. 

· Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord, to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage, and who did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us, all the peoples therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” The people promised and made a covenant to serve the Lord after Joshua’s death. Joshua set up a big stone to be a witness against them. 

· Joshua died at the age of a hundred and ten. He was buried in the hill country of Ephraim. As long as Joshua lived, the people of Israel served the Lord. The body of Joseph was buried at Shechem, in the piece of land that Joshua had bought. 

Conclusion: 


Joshua and his house insisted on serving the Lord, whether the others did so or not. The spiritual man derives his power from grace and firm principles, not from people. 


The more the individual believes in his message, the more he becomes jealous for it and the more powerful his personality becomes. He leads and is not led. In this way, Joshua’s personality gives young people a good model for practical application in their daily lives. 

Applications: 

· In this study of Joshua’s character, we can study all the aspects in which Joshua was a symbol of the Lord Jesus and how the Lord fulfilled all these symbols in His life. 

· Young people can study aspects of championship in the personality of a faithful leader and the work of grace in this personality, with concentration on the effectiveness of faith and the possibility that each one of us can lead such a life. We have more opportunities because of the gifts of the Spirit and the grace of the Eucharist. 

· Joshua’s farewell address needs contemplation and practical application in our daily lives. The most important benefits young people can get from this address are: 

· The life of faithfulness
· Obey the commandment and to consult the Lord in everything
· Beware of idols and foreign women (What are the idols of modern times to which young people are exposed?) 





Joshua 6

	1
	Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and none came in.

	2
	And Jehovah said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thy hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valor.

	3
	And ye shall compass the city, all the men of war, going about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days.

	4
	And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams` horns before the ark: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets.

	5
	And it shall be, that, when they make a long blast with the ram`s horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall go up every man straight before him.

	6
	And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams` horns before the ark of Jehovah.

	7
	And they said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, and let the armed men pass on before the ark of Jehovah.

	8
	And it was so, that, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams` horns before Jehovah passed on, and blew the trumpets: and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah followed them.

	9
	And the armed men went before the priests that blew the trumpets, and the rearward went after the ark, [the priests] blowing the trumpets as they went.

	10
	And Joshua commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor let your voice be heard, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout.

	11
	So he caused the ark of Jehovah to compass the city, going about it once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp.

	12
	And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of Jehovah.

	13
	And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams` horns before the ark of Jehovah went on continually, and blew the trumpets: and the armed men went before them; and the rearward came after the ark of Jehovah, [the priests] blowing the trumpets as they went.

	14
	And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the camp: so they did six days.

	15
	And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early at the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on the day they compassed the city seven times.

	16
	And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for Jehovah hath given you the city.

	17
	And the city shall be devoted, even it and all that is therein, to Jehovah: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent.

	18
	But as for you, only keep yourselves from the devoted thing, lest when ye have devoted it, ye take of the devoted thing; so would ye make the camp of Israel accursed, and trouble it.

	19
	But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are holy unto Jehovah: they shall come into the treasury of Jehovah.

	20
	So the people shouted, and [the priests] blew the trumpets; and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, that the people shouted with a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.

	21
	And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, both young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.

	22
	And Joshua said unto the two men that had spied out the land, Go into the harlot`s house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware unto her.

	23
	And the young men the spies went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; all her kindred also they brought out; and they set them without the camp of Israel.

	24
	And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein; only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of Jehovah.

	25
	But Rahab the harlot, and her father`s household, and all that she had, did Joshua save alive; and she dwelt in the midst of Israel unto this day, because she hid the messengers, whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

	26
	And Joshua charged them with an oath at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before Jehovah, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: with the loss of his first-born shall he lay the foundation thereof, and with the loss of his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it.

	27
	So Jehovah was with Joshua; and his fame was in all the land.


Joshua 7

	1
	But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the devoted thing; for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the devoted thing: and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against the children of Israel.

	2
	And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east side of Beth-el, and spake unto them, saying, Go up and spy out the land. And the men went up and spied out Ai.

	3
	And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him, Let not all the people go up; but let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; make not all the people to toil thither; for they are but few.

	4
	So there went up thither of the people about three thousand men: and they fled before the men of Ai.

	5
	And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men; and they chased them [from] before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them at the descent; and the hearts of the people melted, and became as water.

	6
	And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face before the ark of Jehovah until the evening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust upon their heads.

	7
	And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord Jehovah, wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over the Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to cause us to perish? would that we had been content and dwelt beyond the Jordan!

	8
	Oh, Lord, what shall I say, after that Israel hath turned their backs before their enemies!

	9
	For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it, and will compass us round, and cut off our name from the earth: and what wilt thou do for thy great name?

	10
	And Jehovah said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore art thou thus fallen upon thy face?

	11
	Israel hath sinned; yea, they have even transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: yea, they have even taken of the devoted thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also; and they have even put it among their own stuff.

	12
	Therefore the children of Israel cannot stand before their enemies; they turn their backs before their enemies, because they are become accursed: I will not be with you any more, except ye destroy the devoted thing from among you.

	13
	Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against tomorrow: for thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, There is a devoted thing in the midst of thee, O Israel; thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the devoted thing from among you.

	14
	In the morning therefore ye shall be brought near by your tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe which Jehovah taketh shall come near by families; and the family which Jehovah shall take shall come near by households; and the household which Jehovah shall take shall come near man by man.

	15
	And it shall be, that he that is taken with the devoted thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he hath; because he hath transgressed the covenant of Jehovah, and because he hath wrought folly in Israel.

	16
	So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel near by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah was taken:

	17
	and he brought near the family of Judah; and he took the family of the Zerahites: and he brought near the family of the Zerahites man by man; and Zabdi was taken:

	18
	and he brought near his household man by man; and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.

	19
	And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to Jehovah, the God of Israel, and make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me.

	20
	And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Of a truth I have sinned against Jehovah, the God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done:

	21
	when I saw among the spoil a goodly Babylonish mantle, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it.

	22
	So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the silver under it.

	23
	And they took them from the midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel; and they laid them down before Jehovah.

	24
	And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the mantle, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought them up unto the valley of Achor.

	25
	And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? Jehovah shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire, and stoned them with stones.

	26
	And they raised over him a great heap of stones, unto this day; and Jehovah turned from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day.


Joshua 8

	1
	And Jehovah said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou dismayed: take all the people of war with thee, and arise, go up to Ai; see, I have given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, and his city, and his land;

	2
	And thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto Jericho and her king: only the spoil thereof, and the cattle thereof, shall ye take for a prey unto yourselves: set thee an ambush for the city behind it.

	3
	So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up to Ai: and Joshua chose out thirty thousand men, the mighty men of valor, and sent them forth by night.

	4
	And he commanded them, saying, Behold, ye shall lie in ambush against the city, behind the city; go not very far from the city, but be ye all ready:

	5
	and I, and all the people that are with me, will approach unto the city. And it shall come to pass, when they come out against us, as at the first, that we will flee before them;

	6
	and they will come out after us, till we have drawn them away from the city; for they will say, They flee before us, as at the first: so we will flee before them;

	7
	and ye shall rise up from the ambush, and take possession of the city: for Jehovah your God will deliver it into your hand.

	8
	And it shall be, when ye have seized upon the city, that ye shall set the city on fire; according to the word of Jehovah shall ye do: see, I have commanded you.

	9
	And Joshua sent them forth; and they went to the ambushment, and abode between Beth-el and Ai, on the west side of Ai: but Joshua lodged that night among the people.

	10
	And Joshua arose up early in the morning, and mustered the people, and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.

	11
	And all the people, [even] the [men of] war that were with him, went up, and drew nigh, and came before the city, and encamped on the north side of Ai: now there was a valley between him and Ai.

	12
	And he took about five thousand men, and set them in ambush between Beth-el and Ai, on the west side of the city.

	13
	So they set the people, even all the host that was on the north of the city, and their liers-in-wait that were on the west of the city; and Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley.

	14
	And it came to pass, when the king of Ai saw it, that they hasted and rose up early, and the men of the city went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, at the time appointed, before the Arabah; but he knew not that there was an ambush against him behind the city.

	15
	And Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled by the way of the wilderness.

	16
	And all the people that were in the city were called together to pursue after them: and they pursued after Joshua, and were drawn away from the city.

	17
	And there was not a man left in Ai or Beth-el, that went not out after Israel: and they left the city open, and pursued after Israel.

	18
	And Jehovah said unto Joshua, Stretch out the javelin that is in thy hand toward Ai; for I will give it into thy hand. And Joshua stretched out the javelin that was in his hand toward the city.

	19
	And the ambush arose quickly out of their place, and they ran as soon as he had stretched out his hand, and entered into the city, and took it; and they hasted and set the city on fire.

	20
	And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and, behold, the smoke of the city ascended up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that way: and the people that fled to the wilderness turned back upon the pursuers.

	21
	And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city, and that the smoke of the city ascended, then they turned again, and slew the men of Ai.

	22
	And the others came forth out of the city against them; so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side: and they smote them, so that they let none of them remain or escape.

	23
	And the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua.

	24
	And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the wilderness wherein they pursued them, and they were all fallen by the edge of the sword, until they were consumed, that all Israel returned unto Ai, and smote it with the edge of the sword.

	25
	And all that fell that day, both of men and women, were twelve thousand, even all the men of Ai.

	26
	For Joshua drew not back his hand, wherewith he stretched out the javelin, until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.

	27
	Only the cattle and the spoil of that city Israel took for prey unto themselves, according unto the word of Jehovah which he commanded Joshua.

	28
	So Joshua burnt Ai, and made it a heap for ever, even a desolation, unto this day.

	29
	And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until the eventide: and at the going down of the sun Joshua commanded, and they took his body down from the tree, and cast it at the entrance of the gate of the city, and raised thereon a great heap of stones, unto this day.

	30
	Then Joshua built an altar unto Jehovah, the God of Israel, in mount Ebal,

	31
	as Moses the servant of Jehovah commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of unhewn stones, upon which no man had lifted up any iron: and they offered thereon burnt-offerings unto Jehovah, and sacrificed peace-offerings.

	32
	And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote, in the presence of the children of Israel.

	33
	And all Israel, and their elders and officers, and their judges, stood on this side of the ark and on that side before the priests the Levites, that bare the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, as well the sojourner as the homeborn; half of them in front of mount Gerizim, and half of them in front of mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of Jehovah had commanded at the first, that they should bless the people of Israel.

	34
	And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the book of the law.

	35
	There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the sojourners that were among them.


Joshua 9

	1
	And it came to pass, when all the kings that were beyond the Jordan, in the hill-country, and in the lowland, and on all the shore of the great sea in front of Lebanon, the Hittite, and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard thereof;

	2
	that they gathered themselves together, to fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one accord.

	3
	But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done unto Jericho and to Ai,

	4
	they also did work wilily, and went and made as if they had been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine-skins, old and rent and bound up,

	5
	and old and patched shoes upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all the bread of their provision was dry and was become mouldy.

	6
	And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, We are come from a far country: now therefore make ye a covenant with us.

	7
	And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how shall we make a covenant with you?

	8
	And they said unto Joshua, We are thy servants. And Joshua said unto them, Who are ye? and from whence come ye?

	9
	And they said unto him, From a very far country thy servants are come because of the name of Jehovah thy God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt,

	10
	and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, who was at Ashtaroth.

	11
	And our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spake to us, saying, Take provision in your hand for the journey, and go to meet them, and say unto them, We are your servants: and now make ye a covenant with us.

	12
	This our bread we took hot for our provision out of our houses on the day we came forth to go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and is become mouldy:

	13
	and these wine-skins, which we filled, were new; and, behold, they are rent: and these our garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey.

	14
	And the men took of their provision, and asked not counsel at the mouth of Jehovah.

	15
	And Joshua made peace with them, and made a covenant with them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto them.

	16
	And it came to pass at the end of three days after they had made a covenant with them, that they heard that they were their neighbors, and that they dwelt among them.

	17
	And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto their cities on the third day. Now their cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim.

	18
	And the children of Israel smote them not, because the princes of the congregation had sworn unto them by Jehovah, the God of Israel. And all the congregation murmured against the princes.

	19
	But all the princes said unto all the congregation, We have sworn unto them by Jehovah, the God of Israel: now therefore we may not touch them.

	20
	This we will do to them, and let them live; lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath which we sware unto them.

	21
	And the princes said unto them, Let them live: so they became hewers of wood and drawers of water unto all the congregation, as the princes had spoken unto them.

	22
	And Joshua called for them, and he spake unto them, saying, Wherefore have ye beguiled us, saying, We are very far from you; when ye dwell among us?

	23
	Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall never fail to be of you bondmen, both hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God.

	24
	And they answered Joshua, and said, Because it was certainly told thy servants, how that Jehovah thy God commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you; therefore we were sore afraid for our lives because of you, and have done this thing.

	25
	And now, behold, we are in thy hand: as it seemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us, do.

	26
	And so did he unto them, and delivered them out of the hand of the children of Israel, that they slew them not.

	27
	And Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and for the altar of Jehovah, unto this day, in the place which he should choose.


Joshua 10

	1
	Now it came to pass, when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among them;

	2
	that they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty.

	3
	Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying,

	4
	Come up unto me, and help me, and let us smite Gibeon; for it hath made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel.

	5
	Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered themselves together, and went up, they and all their hosts, and encamped against Gibeon, and made war against it.

	6
	And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the hill-country are gathered together against us.

	7
	So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor.

	8
	And Jehovah said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for I have delivered them into thy hands; there shall not a man of them stand before thee.

	9
	Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly; [for] he went up from Gilgal all the night.

	10
	And Jehovah discomfited them before Israel, and he slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon, and smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah.

	11
	And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, while they were at the descent of Beth-horon, that Jehovah cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more who died with the hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.

	12
	Then spake Joshua to Jehovah in the day when Jehovah delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel; and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; And thou, Moon, in the valley of Aijalon.

	13
	And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, Until the nation had avenged themselves of their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jashar? And the sun stayed in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.

	14
	And there was no day like that before it or after it, that Jehovah hearkened unto the voice of a man: for Jehovah fought for Israel.

	15
	And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

	16
	And these five kings fled, and hid themselves in the cave at Makkedah.

	17
	And it was told Joshua, saying, The five kings are found, hidden in the cave at Makkedah.

	18
	And Joshua said, Roll great stones unto the mouth of the cave, and set men by it to keep them:

	19
	but stay not ye; pursue after your enemies, and smite the hindmost of them; suffer them not to enter into their cities: for Jehovah your God hath delivered them into your hand.

	20
	And it came to pass, when Joshua and the children of Israel had made an end of slaying them with a very great slaughter, till they were consumed, and the remnant which remained of them had entered into the fortified cities,

	21
	that all the people returned to the camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace: none moved his tongue against any of the children of Israel.

	22
	Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave, and bring forth those five kings unto me out of the cave.

	23
	And they did so, and brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon.

	24
	And it came to pass, when they brought forth those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said unto the chiefs of the men of war that went with him, Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their feet upon the necks of them.

	25
	And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be dismayed; be strong and of good courage: for thus shall Jehovah do to all your enemies against whom ye fight.

	26
	And afterward Joshua smote them, and put them to death, and hanged them on five trees: and they were hanging upon the trees until the evening.

	27
	And it came to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took them down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they had hidden themselves, and laid great stones on the mouth of the cave, unto this very day.

	28
	And Joshua took Makkedah on that day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof: he utterly destroyed them and all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining; and he did to the king of Makkedah as he had done unto the king of Jericho.

	29
	And Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, unto Libnah, and fought against Libnah:

	30
	and Jehovah delivered it also, and the king thereof, into the hand of Israel; and he smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining in it; and he did unto the king thereof as he had done unto the king of Jericho.

	31
	And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, unto Lachish, and encamped against it, and fought against it:

	32
	and Jehovah delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel; and he took it on the second day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein, according to all that he had done to Libnah.

	33
	Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua smote him and his people, until he had left him none remaining.

	34
	And Joshua passed from Lachish, and all Israel with him, unto Eglon; and they encamped against it, and fought against it;

	35
	and they took it on that day, and smote it with the edge of the sword; and all the souls that were therein he utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.

	36
	And Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, unto Hebron; and they fought against it:

	37
	and they took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof, and all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon; but he utterly destroyed it, and all the souls that were therein.

	38
	And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir, and fought against it:

	39
	and he took it, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof; and they smote them with the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining: as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to the king thereof; as he had done also to Libnah, and to the king thereof.

	40
	So Joshua smote all the land, the hill-country, and the South, and the lowland, and the slopes, and all their kings: he left none remaining, but he utterly destroyed all that breathed, as Jehovah, the God of Israel, commanded.

	41
	And Joshua smote them from Kadesh-barnea even unto Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even unto Gibeon.

	42
	And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one time, because Jehovah, the God of Israel, fought for Israel.

	43
	And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.


Joshua 11

	1
	And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor heard thereof, that he sent to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph,

	2
	and to the kings that were on the north, in the hill-country, and in the Arabah south of Chinneroth, and in the lowland, and in the heights of Dor on the west,

	3
	to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the hill-country, and the Hivite under Hermon in the land of Mizpah.

	4
	And they went out, they and all their hosts with them, much people, even as the sand that is upon the sea-shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very many.

	5
	And all these kings met together; and they came and encamped together at the waters of Merom, to fight with Israel.

	6
	And Jehovah said unto Joshua, Be not afraid because of them; for to-morrow at this time will I deliver them up all slain before Israel: thou shalt hock their horses, and burn their chariots with fire.

	7
	So Joshua came, and all the people of war with him, against them by the waters of Merom suddenly, and fell upon them.

	8
	And Jehovah delivered them into the hand of Israel, and they smote them, and chased them unto great Sidon, and unto Misrephoth-maim, and unto the valley of Mizpeh eastward; and they smote them, until they left them none remaining.

	9
	And Joshua did unto them as Jehovah bade him: he hocked their horses, and burnt their chariots with fire.

	10
	And Joshua turned back at that time, and took Hazor, and smote the king thereof with the sword: for Hazor beforetime was the head of all those kingdoms.

	11
	And they smote all the souls that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them; there was none left that breathed: and he burnt Hazor with fire.

	12
	And all the cities of those kings, and all the kings of them, did Joshua take, and he smote them with the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed them; as Moses the servant of Jehovah commanded.

	13
	But as for the cities that stood on their mounds, Israel burned none of them, save Hazor only; that did Joshua burn.

	14
	And all the spoil of these cities, and the cattle, the children of Israel took for a prey unto themselves; but every man they smote with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed them, neither left they any that breathed.

	15
	As Jehovah commanded Moses his servant, so did Moses command Joshua: and so did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that Jehovah commanded Moses.

	16
	So Joshua took all that land, the hill-country, and all the South, and all the land of Goshen, and the lowland, and the Arabah, and the hill-country of Israel, and the lowland of the same;

	17
	from mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon under mount Hermon: and all their kings he took, and smote them, and put them to death.

	18
	Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.

	19
	There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, save the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon: they took all in battle.

	20
	For it was of Jehovah to harden their hearts, to come against Israel in battle, that he might utterly destroy them, that they might have no favor, but that he might destroy them, as Jehovah commanded Moses.

	21
	And Joshua came at that time, and cut off the Anakim from the hill-country, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the hill-country of Judah, and from all the hill-country of Israel: Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities.

	22
	There was none of the Anakim left in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, did some remain.

	23
	So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that Jehovah spake unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And the land had rest from war.


Joshua 23

	1
	And it came to pass after many days, when Jehovah had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, and Joshua was old and well stricken in years;

	2
	that Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders and for their heads, and for their judges and for their officers, and said unto them, I am old and well stricken in years:

	3
	and ye have seen all that Jehovah your God hath done unto all these nations because of you; for Jehovah your God, he it is that hath fought for you.

	4
	Behold, I have allotted unto you these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from the Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, even unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun.

	5
	And Jehovah your God, he will thrust them out from before you, and drive them from out of your sight; and ye shall possess their land, as Jehovah your God spake unto you.

	6
	Therefore be ye very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left;

	7
	that ye come not among these nations, these that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear [by them], neither serve them, nor bow down yourselves unto them;

	8
	but cleave unto Jehovah your God, as ye have done unto this day.

	9
	For Jehovah hath driven out from before you great nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath stood before you unto this day.

	10
	One man of you shall chase a thousand; for Jehovah your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he spake unto you.

	11
	Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love Jehovah your God.

	12
	Else if ye do at all go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you;

	13
	know for a certainty that Jehovah your God will no more drive these nations from out of your sight; but they shall be a snare and a trap unto you, and a scourge in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which Jehovah your God hath given you.

	14
	And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which Jehovah your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, not one thing hath failed thereof.

	15
	And it shall come to pass, that as all the good things are come upon you of which Jehovah your God spake unto you, so will Jehovah bring upon you all the evil things, until he have destroyed you from off this good land which Jehovah your God hath given you.

	16
	When ye transgress the covenant of Jehovah your God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods, and bow down yourselves to them; then will the anger of Jehovah be kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he hath given unto you.


Joshua 24

	1
	And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God.

	2
	And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt of old time beyond the River, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nahor: and they served other gods.

	3
	And I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac.

	4
	And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it: and Jacob and his children went down into Egypt.

	5
	And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did in the midst thereof: and afterward I brought you out.

	6
	And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and with horsemen unto the Red Sea.

	7
	And when they cried out unto Jehovah, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes saw what I did in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness many days.

	8
	And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, that dwelt beyond the Jordan: and they fought with you; and I gave them into your hand, and ye possessed their land; and I destroyed them from before you.

	9
	Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel: and he sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you;

	10
	but I would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand.

	11
	And ye went over the Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Girgashite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite; and I delivered them into your hand.

	12
	And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; not with thy sword, nor with thy bow.

	13
	And I gave you a land whereon thou hadst not labored, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell therein; of vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.

	14
	Now therefore fear Jehovah, and serve him in sincerity and in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt; and serve ye Jehovah.

	15
	And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.

	16
	And the people answered and said, Far be it from us that we should forsake Jehovah, to serve other gods;

	17
	for Jehovah our God, he it is that brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and that did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the peoples through the midst of whom we passed;

	18
	and Jehovah drove out from before us all the peoples, even the Amorites that dwelt in the land: therefore we also will serve Jehovah; for he is our God.

	19
	And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve Jehovah; for he is a holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgression nor your sins.

	20
	If ye forsake Jehovah, and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you evil, and consume you, after that he hath done you good.

	21
	And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve Jehovah.

	22
	And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you Jehovah, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses.

	23
	Now therefore put away, [said he], the foreign gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto Jehovah, the God of Israel.

	24
	And the people said unto Joshua, Jehovah our God will we serve, and unto his voice will we hearken.

	25
	So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

	26
	And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God; and he took a great stone, and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of Jehovah.

	27
	And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness against us; for it hath heard all the words of Jehovah which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a witness against you, lest ye deny your God.

	28
	So Joshua sent the people away, every man unto his inheritance.

	29
	And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Jehovah, died, being a hundred and ten years old.

	30
	And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnathserah, which is in the hill-country of Ephraim, on the north of the mountain of Gaash.

	31
	And Israel served Jehovah all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, and had known all the work of Jehovah, that he had wrought for Israel.



Supplemental Notes( on

Between Triumph and Defeat 
1. The chief captain (Jos. 5:13-15), whom tradition holds to be Archangel Michael, will lead them to complete victory so they might possess the land. Joshua’s vision surpasses that of Moses (Ex. 3:1-10), who saw a burning bush on Mount Horeb yet hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God. Here, in the Promised Land, Joshua actually sees the form of a man. Both of these visions will be fulfilled in the Man, Christ Jesus.
2. The priests with their sacred trumpets (Jos. 6:7-14) can be seen as representing the Old Testament prophets, who foretell the coming of Christ in Holy Scripture while the rest of the world waits in silence. They are Israel’s spiritual leaders, called to uphold the law and bear witness to God’s covenant promises until Christ appears.

3. Israel walked around the walls of Jericho for seven straight days. One of these had to be the Sabbath Day. Thus, the Israelites broke the Sabbath but were guiltless, for they obeyed Joshua (or Jesus) in doing a good thing. But when Jesus (the true Joshua) healed on the Sabbath, the Pharisees accused Him of breaking the Sabbath and wanted to kill Him. Then he said to them, “It is lawful to do good on the Sabbath” (Mt 12:12).

4. Rahab the harlot was counted as righteous before God for one reason: namely, her hospitality, a demonstration of her genuine faith. But she received no praise for the rest of her behavior. Similarly, the publican was counted as righteous because of his humility, though he received no testimony for anything else. Therefore, one should not fall into despair over failures and shortcomings before God, but demonstrate in some way a genuine repentance and faith (St. Gregory the Theologian).

5. Joshua, a type of Jesus Christ, saved Rahab the harlot because of her hospitality, which demonstrated a genuine faith. But the true Jesus said to the chief priests and elders who opposed Him, “tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you” (Mt 21:31). (St. Cyril of Jerusalem).

6. Like an infectious disease, the sin of Achan affected the entire community with death. It breached the walls of heavenly grace that surrounded the people. But in a more sweeping way, Adam’s transgression breached the grace of God and plunged the entire world into mortality (Rom 5:12).
7. Joshua and the elders intercede before the Lord on behalf of al the people, thus reversing their defeat. Similarly, Christ’s humility and intercession will reverse the process of sin and death, but the people must respond by working with Him to purge evil from their midst.

8. To follow a man like Achan and believe he made a right choice would be like using a blind man as a judge of color, or a deaf man as a music critic. For those who spiritual discernment is crippled are truly blind or deaf, since they lack the basic ability to distinguish between the important and the trivial. Achan buried his spiritual discernment under the attraction of material things (a beautiful, multicolored garment, 200 shekels of silver, and a wedge of 50 shekels of gold), thus yielding to whatever happened to catch his fancy (Neilos the Ascetic). Achan’s confession was not repentance; he only confessed because he got caught.

9. The love of money is an ancient vice, and in Ex 20:17, a law was given to check it: “You shall not covet” (St. Ambrose of Milan).

10. Achan’s death by stoning applies to all who will not heed Christ’s words concerning Himself: “And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder” (Mt 21:44).

11. The Lord who spoke to Joshua in Jos. 8:17-20 was the Son of God (St. Ambrose of Milan). Joshua’s spear was a type of the Cross, that weapon of peace through which Christ and His Church win in battle.

12. We should remember that all the inhabitants of Ai, and in fact all the inhabitants of the cities conquered by Joshua, were killed because none of them asked for mercy or desired to be saved. God always provides both the warning and the opportunity, but He will not force people to seek salvation.

13. Although Joshua made a mistake by not inquiring of the Lord before he made the covenant with the Gibeonites, nevertheless, his virtuous character is shown by his innocence in believing them (St. Ambrose of Milan).

14. The Gibeonites are descendants of Noah’s son, Canaan, about whom he prophesied in Gn 9:25, “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers” (St. John Chrysostom). These Canaanites prefigure the sinners and outcasts who will humble themselves before Christ and receive salvation. The torn and patched condition (Jos. 9:11) of the Gibeonites’ belongings describes the state of the soul that seeks salvation in God.

15. The people of Gibeon sent word, and Joshua mustered all his men of war to rescue them and rout the enemy. So it is with all those who are held fast in the hands of the Lord. In the words of the Lord Jesus Himself, “And I shall give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand” (Jn 10:28).

16. Because the Gibeonites humbled themselves before the Lord, His judgment against their fleeing oppressors is even fiercer than it was against Jericho and Ai. The hailstones from heaven (Jos. 10:11) speak of the Last Judgment.

17. The Word and Song of God caused the sun to stand still. He it was also who rebuked the sea, and on the Cross caused the sun to be darkened (St. Athanasius the Great). So this passage would be fulfilled and even surpassed on the day of Christ’s Crucifixion. On that day, He would show His Lordship over creation as he stretches out His all-pure hands upon the Cross, trampling down His enemies and bringing “salvation in the midst of the earth” (Ps 73:12).
18. According to Ecc 1:5, “The sun rises and the sun goes down.” Likewise, Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, appears sometimes as risen and sometimes as set. This depends on one’s manner of life and spiritual status in the pursuit of virtue and search for spiritual knowledge. Blessed is a man like Joshua who keeps the true Sun from setting in himself throughout the whole day of this present life, not allowing this Sun to be blotted out by the dusk of sin and ignorance. By doing this, he will be able to defeat the deceitful demons who rise up against him (St. Maximos the Confessor).

19. The kings who warred against Israel (Jos 11) represent the sinful passions that war against us. But the Lord Jesus Christ encourages us, as He did Joshua, “Fear not before their presence.” He also said, “I will … put them to flight.” Joshua and his army also warred against the kings in Canaan. Therefore the Lord fights and we fight against our passions. This spiritual war is called asceticism. Its purpose is to subdue the passions so that the God-endowed virtues within the soul may express themselves in a natural way.
20. As it was with Pharaoh in Moses’ day, so it is with the kings in Joshua’s day. Over time, their hearts had become so hardened by sinful passions they no longer had the possibility of repentance. Israel waited four hundred years from the time God promised the land to Abraham until they were able to possess it, because the sins of the Amorites were not yet complete (Gn 15:16). Even to this day, God in His longsuffering is withholding judgment on the earth until all mankind has had every opportunity to repent and believe in Jesus Christ.

21. The land of Canaan was type of God’s kingdom in the world to come, when the land will rest from war. But until then, one needs to guard his heart against his passions and “wage the good warfare, having faith and a good conscience” (1 Ti 1:18,19).

22. The kings of the land represent not only the sinful passions, but also the devil and his angels, who are the authors of these passions. These angels are called “principalities,” powers,” “rulers of the darkness,” and “spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). But Christ the Conqueror, together with the faithful and the heavenly hosts, will prevail over them all. By the grace of Christ, those who put to death these kings will inherit the land of God’s kingdom in the world to come. “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son” (Rev 21:7).

23. Consider the ways in which Joshua’s address (Ch.23:1-16) is fulfilled in Christ’s high priestly prayer in Jn 17. Joshua says, “I am old” (v. 23:2); Christ prays, “the hour has come” (Jn 17:1). Joshua says, “You shall inherit their land … therefore … love the Lord” (vv. 23:5, 11); Christ prays, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (Jn 17:3). Joshua says, “I am going … not one word has failed” (v. 23:14); Christ prays, “I have finished the work … none of them is lost” (Jn 17:4,12).
24. Joshua reminds the people of the Lord’s faithfulness to Israel since Abraham and challenges their faith. Just as Israel’s entire history to this point has led up to the covenant about to be established by Joshua, so Israel’s history from that point forward will lead up to the new covenant that Christ will establish with His Church.

25. The people, immature and prone to idolatry, must continually be reminded to choose between serving the Lord or other gods. In Jos 24:16-22, they declare they have chosen God; but they will soon turn away (v. 24:36). Joshua warns them that their hypocrisy is worse than not worshiping Him at all, for all blessings come from God, and refusing to accept them will be the very cause of their suffering.

26. To make your heart straight toward the Lord God of Israel means to return the soul to its natural state, as it was when the Lord made it. John the Baptist meant the same thing when he said, “Make His paths straight” (Mt 3:3). For if we abide as we have been made, we are in a state of virtue. When God made our soul, it was beautiful and exceedingly honest, but if we turn aside from our natural state to morally depraved thoughts, we shall be living in vice. Therefore, let us willingly return to the virtue endowed by God within our nature, for we have no need to leave our homes or cross the sea for the sake of God’s Kingdom, to find virtue outside ourselves. All we need is a willing heart, for the moral integrity of the soul consists in its spiritual part being in its natural state as it was created. If this is the case, the Lord will recognize His work as being the same as when He made it. (St. Antony of Egypt)
27. The large stone (Jos 24:25-27) is a type of Christ, who will be an everlasting witness of the covenant made between God and man under the tree, that is, the Cross.


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                                .
The Life of Joshua (Part 3)
Read: Joshua Chapters 6, 7, 9, 10, 23 & 24
Verse to Memorize: 
	Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you. 
Joshua 3:5


1. From the people of Jericho, who was saved from the destruction? And why?

2. Why did the Israelites get defeated by the small city Ai?
3. How did they gain victory over Ai afterwards?

4. What mistake did Joshua & the leaders make that they were deceived by the Gibeonites?

5. How did Joshua interfere with the solar system? And why?

6. “But as for _______ and my ____________, we will ____________ the Lord.”

7. [image: image2.png]What did Joshua do, before he died, to remind the people to always follow the Lord?[image: image1.emf] 
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[image: image3.jpg]But the people of Israel in regard to the devoted
things; for Achan ... took some of the devoted things; and
the anger of the LORD burned against the people of Israel.




