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St. Peter, Seal of the Martyrs

Objective: 
· To know the great place of St. Peter, “The seal of Martyrs,” in the history of the Church
· To take example of his strong stand in the faith till  the end
Memory Verse: 

“The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep” (John 10:11). 

References: 

· The Coptic Synaxarium 

· “The Story of the Copts,” Iris el Masri, Vol. 6, Page 72-78 

Introduction: 


One of the remarkable things about the period of Diocletian’s fierce persecution of the Christians of Egypt is that the Fathers of Alexandria were able to carry on their work at the School of Alexandria. It continued to be a source of enlightenment, strength, spiritual and intellectual food for many. Hence it remained a bulwark of faith. In charge of it, as Dean at this critical time, was a sagacious person by the name of Peter. He became the 17th Pope of the church and later sealed with his blood that era of the martyrs by becoming the last to lose his life for the faith in this fiercest persecution. 

Lesson Outline: 

The Birth and Childhood of St. Peter 

Peter was an only son, who was born in answer to his parents’ fervent prayers. His father, Theodosius, was assistant priest in Alexandria. His mother’s name was Sophia. Both were God-fearing people who, being childless, kept praying fervently that they be granted a son. 


One day, when the Church was celebrating the martyrdom of the Apostles St. Peter and Paul, Sophia stood in the House of God and watched a company of Christians entering the Church with their sons dressed in goodly raiment, walking before them. With her heart deeply stirred, she kept weeping and praying, like the mother of the prophet Samuel of old, asking the Lord before His holy altar to give her a son. 


That night she saw in a vision two venerable old men dressed in white, comforting her and telling her that God had heard her prayers, and that she would be given a son whom she must call Peter, who would be the father of the whole nation. They commanded her to go in the morning to Pope Theonas and ask him to pray for her. In the morning, Sophia, with a glad heart, told her husband of her vision and he rejoiced with her. Then she went and related it to the Pope and he gave her his blessings. 


In due time, Peter was born. When he was seven years old, his parents offered him to the Pope, just as Samuel the prophet had been offered. He became as the Pope’s son and was ordained by him, first as a reader, then as a deacon, and then as a priest. He grew up chaste and upright, and in time, his knowledge, wisdom and understanding earned him the surname of “Excellent Doctor of the Christian religion.” 


When Abba Theonas was dying, he counseled the church leaders to choose Peter as his successor. His counsel was attended to, and thus Peter, the child of promise, became the father of a nation and the 17th successor to St. Mark in the year 285 AD. 

The Leadership of Pope Peter 


The years in which St. Peter guided the church were years of excessive stress. Storms raged from without, in the form of the most terrible persecutions the Christians were subjected to; and storms raged from within, such as the Arian heresy that was more than equally dangerous to the Christian faith. Like the able captain of a ship, St. Peter did his utmost to cope with both storms, and the fact that the church still stands today as a living church is evidence of how he fared. 


The persecutions that were unleashed against the Christians when St. Peter became pope were those ordered by Emperor Diocletian. They were the fiercest and longest of all persecutions, lasting for over ten years, and did not end until the Pope himself was martyred. Since he was the last to lose his life for the faith under Diocletian, he is called to this day in church history “Ieromartyros,” or the Seal of the Martyrs. 


It is impossible to determine the number of Egyptian Christians who lost their lives during Diocletian’s persecutions. The tortures and executions were carried day in, day out, and year in, year out, without respite. Tertullian, a priest from Carthage and a contemporary of that time says, “If the martyrs throughout the world were to be put in one side of the scale and the Coptic martyrs alone were to be put on the other, the latter would outweigh the former.” An article entitled “Martyrs” in “La dictionaire des dictionnaires” states that the Copts who lost their lives in this seventh persecution suffered under Diocletian were eight hundred thousand. 

The Coptic Calendar 


To keep alive the memory of her valiant and heroic forefathers who laid down their lives for the faith, the Coptic Church decided to have a Coptic calendar with the year 284 AD as its starting point. This is the year that Diocletian became emperor. They called it the Era of the Martyrs. The Copts still follow the calendar system of the ancient Egyptians. It begins on the 11th of September of the Christian era and has twelve thirty-day months and a short month of five days at the end of the year (and six on leap year). 


During the fourth year of the persecutions, St. Peter felt it necessary to pass special regulations concerning accepting repentant apostates back into the Communion of the Church. So he drew up fourteen canons which came to be considered as a veritable monument of the Church. The Church body, both in the East and the West, respected them even after the schism which alienated the churches one from the other. One of the principles set in the canons was that a Christian should be baptized only once, even if he renounced his faith and then returned to it. Baptism is a Sacrament which is to be performed once only for each believer. 


The truth of this principle was confirmed by an incident which took place at the time. A Christian woman who lived in Antioch had two sons whom she had been unable to baptize because their father had obeyed the Emperor and given up his faith. Quietly and imperceptibly, she boarded a ship to Alexandria and took them with her. While yet at sea, the ship ran into a storm, and she was afraid lest her sons might die, if the ship sinks, without having been baptized. So she wounded her breast and with her blood, she made the sign of the cross upon the foreheads of her two sons and baptized them in the name of the Holy Trinity. However, the ship arrived safely at Alexandria, and she took them to church to have them baptized with other children. When their turn came and St. Peter attempted to immerse them in the holy water, the water froze. Thrice he tried, and thrice the same thing happened. In surprise, he asked the mother about the matter, and she told him what she had done on the way. He was astonished and glorified God, saying, “Thus says the Church that there is only one baptism.” 

The Heresy of Arius 


Among the persons St. Peter had to deal with was Arius, the man who began spreading the heresy of denying the divinity of Christ; he was stubborn and disobedient in his stand. St. Peter excommunicated him and decreed that anyone following his teaching would be treated likewise. St. Peter had two close disciples named Achillas and Alexanderos, and he knew by the Holy Spirit that each of them, in turn, was going to succeed him as head of the church. So he took them aside one day and warned them against Arius and against re-accepting him into the Church. He told them that he had a dream the night before in which he had seen the Savior with His robe torn asunder; when he asked Him, “Lord, who is it that has thus torn Your garment?,” the answer was: “It is Arius who has done that to me.” Therefore, continued St. Peter, “When I go my way, you two shall succeed me one after the other on the Chair of St. Mark. Take heed, then; be valiant and vigilant. Defend the Faith as did St. Dionysius of blessed memory.” 

The Arrest of Pope Peter 


When it became evident to Diocletian that after so many years of persecutions, the Christians of Egypt had not been exterminated but rather the converts to Christianity were increasing because of the example and heroism of the martyrs, he became very angry. He ordered that their religious leaders be arrested and tortured, thinking that by so doing, he would break the spirit of the people. Six of the most active Bishops were arrested, but, as no amount of torture would induce them to relinquish their faith, they were martyred. When St. Peter heard of their martyrdom, he fell on his knees and offered thanks to God for having kept them steadfast unto the end. 


Finally it was decided that the turn of St. Peter had come. In spite of the prestige of his office and his reputation for sanctity - or perhaps because of them, the Emperor’s soldiers laid hands on him and led him to prison. 


When news of his arrest went around, a large crowd of his devoted people gathered together, went to the prison in one big mass and clamored for his freedom. Hearing their loud shouting and fearing that their behavior might bring calamity on them, St. Peter decided to do what Our Lord said about the good shepherd, “to lay down his life for his sheep” (John 10:2). So he told the officers guarding him that if they granted him the opportunity to speak to them and pacify them, he would immediately give himself up to them so that there would be no more trouble on his account. The officers complied and led him to where he could address the crowd. In words of compassion and reassurance, he spoke to the multitudes and pleaded with them to depart in peace. They could not help but obey him. After they dispersed, St. Peter signaled to the officers that they could now take him, as he was ready. On the way to be executed, he was asked if he had any special request to make; he replied that he would like to be allowed to visit the Church of St. Mark. His request was granted, and he was permitted a few minutes there. He went in, knelt in prayer and fervently asked God to accept his life as a ransom for his people. Soon after he ended his petition, a voice was heard saying, “Amen.”

The soldiers then led him out to be executed. For a while no one dared raise a hand against him, for they beheld his face like the face of an angel. Then one of the officers took out twenty-five pieces of gold and said, “These will I give to him who dares behead this sage.” The sight of gold made one of the soldiers take courage and strike the saint’s head off. Having beheaded him, the soldiers went away, leaving him where he fell. Soon after, the faithful heard the news and came rushing in tears. They carried away the remains of their blessed Patriarch back to St. Mark’s Church. There, they donned him in his complete ritual vestment and seated him on the Evangelist’s Chair, the Chair on which he had refused to sit during his lifetime because of his great humility and his admiration for St Mark the Apostle. 

The Burial of St. Peter 


They then celebrated the Rite for the burial and laid him to rest with his predecessors. The martyrdom of Abba Peter inaugurated a period of peace; hence he is called “Ieromartyros” or “the seal of the martyrs.” This appellation was given to him because he was the last person to be martyred by Diocletian. Other persecutions overtook the Copts in later years and times. But this seventh persecution, because of its fierceness, its length and duration, and the number of those martyred, is recognized as the starting point of the Coptic calendar - the Era of the Martyrs. 

The End of Diocletian 


As for Diocletian, all his efforts to stamp out Christianity were in vain. Unable to pulverize the Christians, he could not maintain his throne. He lost his power, even while he was yet alive; he died in AD 313 but remained Emperor only until the year AD 305. In the wake of his atrocities, he became blind and mentally deranged; and when his own people deserted him, a saintly, old Christian woman nursed him and took care of him. By so doing, she practiced our Lord’s injunction to do good to those who “spitefully use us and persecute us.”
Conclusion: 


The Era of Martyrs and the history of the Saints are read regularly in Church as a memorial of all martyrs across the ages. 

Applications: 

· Look in the Synaxarium for the story of St. Peter, the Seal of Martyrs. 

· Try to do good for someone you do not like. 

· Take the example of St. Peter who learned everything about the Church and God during the early years of his life. 





St. Peter, the Seal of the Martyrs, 17th Pope of Alexandria

The Twenty-Ninth Day of the Blessed Month of Hatour


This day marks the martyrdom of St. Peter, 17th Pope of Alexandria and the seal of the 
martyrs. His father was the archpriest of Alexandria and his name was Theodosius and his 
mother's name was Sophia. They were God-fearing people and they had no children. 
On the fifth day of the Coptic month of Abib, the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, his mother went 
to church where she saw other mothers carrying their children. She was exceedingly sorrowful 
and she wept. She besought our Lord Jesus Christ with many tears, to grant her a son. That night, 
Peter and Paul appeared to her and told her that the Lord had accepted her prayers and that He 
would give her a son, and to call him Peter. They commanded her to go to the Patriarch, to bless 
her. When she woke up, she told her husband about what she saw and he was exceedingly glad. 
Then she went to the father, the Patriarch and told him about what she saw and asked him to pray 
for her. He prayed and blessed her. 

Shortly after, she gave birth to this saint and called him Peter. When he was 7 years old, they gave him to Pope Theonas, as was done with Samuel the prophet and he became as a son to him. He placed him in the theological school where he received his education and excelled in preaching and counseling. He then ordained him as a reader, then as a deacon, and shortly after as a priest. He relieved the Pope of many church administrative duties.

Before Pope Theonas' departure, he recommended that Abba Peter be his successor. When he 
was enthroned on the See of St. Mark, the church was enlightened by his teachings. 

It came to pass in the city of Antioch that a man of high authority had agreed with Diocletian the Emperor, to return to paganism. That man had two children and because of him, their mother could not baptize them there. Therefore, she took them to Alexandria. On her way there, the sea was troubled by a violent storm and she was afraid that her two sons would drown and die without being baptized. She therefore dipped them in the sea three times saying, "In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit," then she cut her breast and with her blood made the sign of the Holy Cross over their foreheads. 

Eventually, the troubled sea calmed down and she arrived safely to Alexandria with her sons. On the same day, she brought them to be baptized. Whenever, the Patriarch, St. Peter tried to baptize them, the water would solidify as stone. This happened three times. When he questioned her, she informed him of what had happened to her at sea. He marveled and praised God saying, "That is what the church proclaims, that it is one baptism." Therefore, the baptism she performed in the sea was accepted by the Lord.

Also in the days of this Pope, Arius the heretic appeared and St. Peter advised him several times to turn from his wicked thoughts, but he would not hearken to him. Consequently, he 
excommunicated him and prevented him from the fellowship of the church.
 
Arius contacted Emperor Maximianus, the infidel, and reported to him that Peter, the Patriarch of Alexandria, incited the people not to worship the gods. The Emperor was outraged and he sent messengers with orders to cut off his head. When they arrived in Alexandria, they attacked the people and destroyed most of the cities of Egypt. They robbed all their valuables, their women and children. In total, about 840 thousand of them were killed, some with the sword, some with starvation and some with imprisonment. Then they returned to Alexandria and captured the father, the Patriarch, and imprisoned him.

When the people heard about their shepherd's arrest, they gathered in front of the prison door and wanted to save him by force. The officer in charge of his slaying was worried that the general peace would be disrupted, so he postponed the execution till the next day. When the saint saw what had happened, he wanted to deliver himself to death for his people, for he feared what might happen to his flock. He wished to depart and be with Christ, without causing any disturbances or troubles. He sent for his people and he comforted them and advised them to adhere to the true faith. 

When Arius, the infidel, learned that St. Peter was departing to be with the Lord, leaving him 
under the band of excommunication, he entreated him, through the high priests, to absolve him. 
St. Peter refused and told them that the Lord Christ had appeared to him this night in a vision, 
wearing a torn robe. St. Peter asked Him, "My Lord, who rent Your robe?" The Lord replied, 
"Arius has rent My robe, because he separated Me from My Father. Beware of accepting him." 
After this, St. Peter summoned the Emperor's messenger in secret and advised him to dig a hole in the prison's wall on the side where there were no Christians. The officer was amazed at the 
bravery of the father and he did as he commanded him. He took him out of prison secretly and 
brought him outside the city, to where the tomb of St. Mark the evangelist, Egypt's evangelist. 
There, he kneeled down and asked the Lord, "Let the shedding of my blood mark the end of the 
worship of idols and be the end of the shedding of the blood of Christians." A voice came from 
heaven and was heard by a saintly virgin who was near that place. It said, "Amen. May it be to 
you according to your wishes." When he finished his prayer, the swordsman advanced and cut off his holy head. 

The body remained in its place until the people went out hurriedly from the city to the place where he was martyred, because they did not know what had happened. They took the pure body and dressed it in the pontifical clothes and seated him on the seat of St. Mark, which he refused to sit on during his life. He used to say that he saw the power of God sitting on the Chair and therefore, he did not dare to sit on it. Then they placed his body with the bodies of the saints. He occupied the throne of St. Mark for 11 years. 

His prayers be with us. Amen.

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Saint Peter of Alexandria was the seventeenth patriarch (bishop) of the see of St. Mark (300-311). He was the last of the "martyrs", according to the tradition, and was of great esteem in the East because of his martyrdom. However, he remained an obscure figure. It is the Coptic Church tradition which had the most to say about Peter. The story of his popularity was still attested after his death.


Peter was bishop during the Great Persecution. He had a small but fascinating and important source in the early volumes of church history. Peter’s place of eminence in the church became obvious when Athanasius was fusing together the Coptic and Greek traditions. In the fourth century, Peter lived on in two traditions: first as a martyr and second as a theologian. It is not till later that these two traditions merged. The Coptic Church tradition considered Peter primarily as a pious and humble bishop, who like Christ gave his life to his people and was content with his marvelous deeds. The Greek tradition considered some fragments of his writings as opposing Origenism and thus saw him as an opponent of heretics. Eventually, these two traditions came together. Though very little has been written about the civilian and about the ecclesiastical administrative life of Saint Peter, he is important both for who he was and what he became.


Almost nothing is known for certain about Peter’s early life, including his date of birth, however the History gives him a date of birth the fifth of Abib (July 12). The Bohairic version of the Economium is the most and the sole source of Peter’s childhood and early career. Peter was allegedly the son of Theodosius, senior presbyter of Alexandria, and Sophia who was devout but barren. Like Elizabeth, the mother of John and like Hannah, the mother of Samuel, through prayers and faith, she is blessed with a son, Peter, whom she dedicates to God when he was seven years old. Socrates suggests that Sophia came from Alexandrian nobility. Both the History and the Economium reliably state that Peter was born in Alexandria. It is possible that at the end of the third century he was head of the catechetical school at Alexandria. It is likely that Peter was associated with the famous Christian Academy and that he was elected bishop while directing its affairs. According to the tradition, Theonas was a "father" to Peter and "the one who raised him" and Peter was devoted to the memory of the old bishop. According to the Economium, Theonas was instructed by the Lord to appoint Peter as his successor. It is likely that Peter was elected by Theonas and then, the presbyters assembled and approved the choice by a laying on of hands (History of the Patriarchs, vol. 2, p.383).


After the outbreak of the persecution in 303, Peter’s went into exile probably at the beginning of 304. His flight led to the schism caused by one of his bishops, Melitius of Lycopolis. According to the Economium and the Martyrdom of Saint Peter, Peter fled to Mesopotomia:


Peter was in control of ecclesiastical matters in Alexandria, even from distance. Peter had control of the situation of the church, he had not left in haste; thus, the bishops continued their obedience to him and the church order was maintained (under Peter’s supervision in absentia). Peter may have had more than one motif for his flight: first, is probably to seek personal safety and a secure place from which to continue administering his church; and second, is to avoid provoking further actions by the authorities against the church. Peter justifies himself in Canon 9.

Peter fled from Alexandria and later returned. The chronology is not sure but the following is probably the most accurate sequence:

304                         Peter flees

304-305                 Melitius comes to Alexandria

305-306                 Peter returns and writes the Canonical Letter

306-Unknown        Peter flees again 


Peter faced some difficulties and the most prominent was the Melitian schism. In some writings, some of the Fathers describe Melitius as non-heretic and was "thought of to be first among (the bishops) throughout Egypt and was second only to Peter in the archibishopric (0f Egypt)." Epiphanius. Melitius, Bishop of Lycopolis (asiout) was never thought of highly from the historians. During the absence of Peter, Melitius was accused to have sacrificed to the idols, he overtook the church of Peter and the dioceses of four other bishops who were taken prisoners in the persecution. He assumed all episcopal rights illegally, such as ordination outside of his diocese and he was disrespectful of authority. Melitius started the so-called Melitian schism. He made himself a champion of rigorism and set up the "church of Martyrs.” He refused to accept Peter’s schedule for the readmission of the lapsi. No one knows for sure the cause for the Melitian schism. Peter never talked about a disagreement between him and Melitius.


From 306-311 events of Peter’s life are almost unknown. Nothing is known about his return to Alexandria or any confrontations with the Melitians. The opening of the Canonical Letter may indicate that it is possible that the persecution was not enforced in any systematic way and that Peter was able to return for a while to Alexandria. During this return, Peter was probably gathering his flock together, ministering to their needs, and administering the necessary regulations to govern a church torn by the question of apostasy and penance.


Peter was in exile twice and Melitius was arrested and sent to the mines and became a "confessor.” It is during this "era of the Martyrs" that the Coptic Church was born. Peter died as a martyr at the end of 311, and the persecution ended early in 312. Peter’s death "set the seal of divine approval on his policies." (Frend). He became the hero of the Alexandrian church and thus Peter became a Coptic saint.

The Works of Saint Peter:


Peter’s writings can be grouped as follows:

1. Letters 

2. Theological works 

3. Homelical works 
I. Letters: 

A. The Canonical Letter 


Written in 306 and edited after Peter’s death. Peter wrote 14 ways to deal with the people who had lapsed during the persecution. These letters gave a high place to martyrdom and were to encourage people to grow. Peter along with Cyprian and Dionysius shows the bishops’ insistence on episcopal authority. All three insisted that only the bishop had the right to forgive sins and to set terms of penance. Peter sets the following terms for the various types who has lapsed:
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	Those who lapsed after incarceration and torture were given forty days penance.
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	Those who lapsed after incarceration but were not tortured had to spend one more year in atonement.
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	Those who lapsed but were neither incarcerated nor tortured and then repented also had to spend a year in penance; thereafter, readmission would be discussed.

	[image: image5.png]



	Those who lapsed and had not repented were banished.
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	Those who lied or ignored services to escape persecution or sent non-Christians to pay homage instead had to spend six months in penance.
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	Those who were slaves and made to sacrifice had to spend a year in penance.

	[image: image8.png]



	Those who were free and forced Christian slaves to sacrifice in their place had to spend three more years in atonement under scrutiny.
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	Those who lapsed after arrest and then repented and were tortured were to be received immediately.
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	Those who were neither hid (nor confessed0 were to enjoy immediate readmission.
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	Those clergymen who lapsed and then repented were to be kept from the priesthood because they were the most shameful of all. They had showed themselves to be "like the one who laid the foundation and was not able to finish it." Nonetheless, they were to be readmitted to the communion of the church so that they would have no excuse for "violent departure" nor reason "to slacken once more from the faith.”

	[image: image12.png]



	Those who lapsed during incarceration or punishment for their sympathy with the martyrs were to be readmitted, although no schedule was set.
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	Those who avoided persecution by payment incurred no punishment.
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	Those who "gave up everything for the safety of their lives and withdrew, even if others were detained because of them," also incurred no punishment.
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	Those who lapsed only after severe torture "and no longer had the strength to speak or even to utter a sound or to make any movement of resistance" were to be received immediately.



Peter also stated that the fourth and sixth days of the week were set as times of fasting. His charity is thus illustrated, especially in the eleventh canon.

B. A letter from Peter concerning Melitius 


In 304-5 Peter attacks Melitius in this letter for invading his diocese and performing illegal ordinations. This letter is one of the "Veronese fragments" (in Latin) and it is regarded as authentic.

C. A Letter Concerning Persecution and the Celebration of the Eucharist 


It is a Coptic fragment. In this letter Peter exhorts the community to be prudent during persecution and to be unprovocative. It also directs that "the Eucharist is not to be celebrated twice on the same altar on the same day."

D. A Letter Written during Persecution 


A partially published letter in Sahidic Coptic in which Peter seems to be referring to the persecutions by Decius and Valerian
E. A letter from Peter to Diocletian 


It indicates that there was a collection of letters from Peter to Diocletian. This letter does not seem authentic as it is difficult to imagine that the bishop is informing the emperor that he had given himself over to demons.

F. A Letter during Persecution concerning Heretics 


It is addressed to the orthodox community during a persecution and exhorts them to avoid heretics. Reference to the persecution in this letter might give it some historical basis but its authenticity is debatable.

II. Theological Works: 

A. On the Deity and Humanity 


It was written in defense of the true divinity of Christ against subordinationism. Peter identifies the Logos with the Son. He loses nothing by incarnation. He becomes Incarnate to redeem humanity. Peter affirmed that Christ had two natures. Peter saw in the "signs and miracles.”
B. On the Soul 


These fragments are concerned with the question of preexistence and the resurrection of the body. It is directed against the Origenistic doctrine of the soul’s preexistence and its imprisonment in the body for a sin formerly committed. Preexistence of the soul is foreign to those who wish to live in Christ. Peter’s view is clear: God created both body and soul at one time and in one place, that is from the earth.

C. Pascal Letter (on the Resurrection) 


Peter affirms that all in the dead will rise. Peter quotes Paul (Hebrews and Colossians) six times in a very brief passage. He emphasizes the point that there will be a change at the resurrection. Peter is arguing for a materialistic understanding of the resurrection body. He defines the life-giving process not as a revivification bur as a change of quality. Peter sees the resurrection as realized. He tells his audience that Jesus "change" and His Resurrection serves as symbol and reality in their own lives. He emphasizes that because of the change, the disciples did not recognize Jesus. The Syriac fragments should not be used in determining Peter’s thought on the resurrection.

D. On Easter 


It deals with fasting on the forth and sixth day. Also, Peter apparently argues for Anatolius’s dating of Easter. Peter follows the Alexandrian custom, which always celebrated Easter after the vernal equinox. He returns to the them of the "Lord’s Day", the day of Resurrection.


Those who quoted Peter saw him as supremely orthodox. Peter’s fragments on Theology listed above cannot be used alone to establish Peter’s theology. Only a few pieces of his writings survived into the fifth century.

III. Homiletical Works: 

A. "The Teaching of Our Father Peter Archbishop of Alexandria, Who is among the Saints." 


Its authenticity is not certain.

B. A Homily on Riches 


The Coptic homily was discovered in 1910 at the ancient monastery of Saint Michael at Hamouli in the Fayoum. It was intended to be read on one of the festival days of Saint Michael. It may be outlined as follows:
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	Proemium 1-13
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	Address to the Rich 14-54
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	Address to the Poor 55-69
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	Special Application to Church Leaders 70-74
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	On Judgment and Resurrection 75-81, 118-119
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	Encomium on the Archangel Michael 82-117
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	Peroration 120
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	Doxology 121



The lesson is the proper use of wealth and the attitudes which should be adopted by the wealthy and the poor. God will judge the righteous, rich and poor alike and punish the wicked, rich or poor.

C. An Epiphany Homily 


It is concerning the baptism our Savior received in the Jordan River by John the Baptist (the 11th of Tobi). It is also from the monastery of Saint Michael.


Paragraph 40 has been separated and used for the morning office of the forth day of the Holy Week. It is addressed to those who know to hear with the ears of the mind. In paragraph 29, Peter refers to his custom of not sitting in his episcopal chair.

 The Martyrdom of Saint Peter:


Many of the major problems of the church existed at Alexandria during Peter’s episcopacy: it was divided both ecclesiastically and theologically over how it saw itself. Peter has come down as one of those who embody the strengths of the church: toughness tempered with compassion, perseverance, and personal piety.


Peter was one of the great moderates of the church. Like Cyprian and Dionysius before him, who, although living in times of great turmoil and danger, nevertheless advocated forgiveness and leniency. He opposed the rigorists in and out of the church who insisted that the faithful be perfect and unstained. Peter reflects the spirit of philanthropy found among the majority of the early fathers of the church.


Some scholars assumed of a full system of penance in Egypt during Peter’s episcopacy. Peter said that the church had the right to forgive sinners and vested that authority in the clergy, especially in the bishops. They tended toward moderation, as opposed to the rigorists, most of whom ended up outside the church. The Canons of Peter exhibit to a larger extent than those of Nicaea what Philanthropia means: compassion, mercy, moderation and forgiveness, they show that the respect accorded him was well deserved. The Greek church remembered Peter as a martyr, but the Coptic church came to venerate him as a pastor also.


In 309 the persecution worsened. It is very difficult to determine what took place in Alexandria at that time. With the calm of April 311 "amnesty", Peter returned to Alexandria. He died a few months later when the persecution began anew in October or November 311; he was then beheaded. The reason for which Peter was arrested is unknown. All agree that, once condemned to death, Peter voluntarily gave himself up to the soldiers rather than to bring risk to his flock. Thus he followed the example given by Christ our Lord.


Martyrdom reports that the people placed the martyred Peter upon the episcopal throne, and then, proceeded with the consecration of their new bishop and finally the burial of Saint Peter. This detail may very well be true because, out of humility, Peter always refused to sit on his throne and sat instead on the footstool. The tradition surrounding Peter’s "enthronement" and burial holds him to have been a man of great piety and humility. He is known as "the last of martyrs" or "the seal of the martyrs.”

Peter has been venerated immediately. He came to symbolize both the Greek and Copt, the end of persecution and the beginning of the "Great Peace.” Alexander, who conducted the church after Peter, engaged in the celebration of his annual festival. The Coptic and Ethiopic churches venerate Peter as "the preacher of the Faith, the counterpart of Paul.” His feast day in the Greek Orthodox church is November 25, in the Roman Catholic church November 26; In the Coptic church November 26, Julian and December 8, Gregorian (Athor 29); and in the Ethiopian church December 5.


Very little is known about his life but he is a pillar, not only for the Coptic Church but as a Father of the Church universally. Cyprian said, "Every faithful is a Peter."

St. Peter, 17th Pope and Seal of the Martyrs(
Purpose


We celebrate the Coptic Calendar New Year to remember our ancestors, the martyrs. They sacrificed their lives for the sake of the faith.

The Life of St. Peter

· The only son of two good Christian parents from Alexandria

· His mother’s fervent prayers and the appearance of Sts. Peter & Paul to her in a dream

· At the age of 7, Peter was taken to the Pope to be his son.

· He was elected to be the 17th Pope in 285 AD.

· Lived during the Arian Heresy period; he did his best to defend the true faith
· It was the beginning of the most terrible persecutions of Christian; it was ordered by Diocletian. This one lasted for 10 years; 800,000 Copts were martyred during that period.

· It was said that Diocletian intended to continue his persecution of the Christians until their blood flows in the streets as high as his horses’ knees.

· During the 4th year of this persecution, St. Peter passed special Church rules dealing with the repentant apostates. One of those cannons dealt with the one Baptism.

· The story of Socrat & Sarah who baptized her 2 sons on her way from Antioch to Alexandria

· Maximian ordered the arrest of St. Peter in 311 AD.

· The revolt of the Christians
· St. Peter’s prayer; he wanted to sacrifice himself to spare all his people.

· St. Peter was beheaded in Policalia, the same place where St. Mark the Apostle was martyred.

· The Christians took his body to St. Mark’s Church.

· The end of the Christian persecution; Constantine the Great issued the decree of Milan in 313 AD for religious tolerance.

Assignment


To always study and remember the stories of the martyrs, to follow their examples

Bible Verses

· “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24
· “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” Romans 8:18

 Name: ________________________________________
First
                   
Last                                   .

St. Peter, Seal of the Martyrs
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1. Why was Peter's mother sad? 
a) She lost her husband. 
b) She had no children. 
c) She never went to Church. 
d) Sts. Peter & Paul were martyred. 
2. ______________ was ordained a deacon at the age of ____________ and a _____________ at the age of 16. 
3. During the rule of Emperor ______________, about 840,000 Copts were ______________.  Before their death, they were singing ___________ of praise as if they were going to a ______________.  [martyred, Maximianus, wedding, hymns] 
4. Pope St. Peter faced a heresy within the Church which was started by 
        
a) Nestorius        b) Eutychius        c) Appolinarius        d) Arius 

5. Pope St. Peter is called Ieromartyros because 
a) He was martyred as a Pope. 
b) He was the last Coptic martyr during the Roman Persecution. 
c) He was the first Coptic martyr. 
d) He was beheaded by the Romans. 
6. When did the Coptic calendar start? 
       
 a) 5 BC        b) AD 60        c) AD 284        d) AD 302        e) AD 1050 
7. Why did the officer show the pieces of gold? 

The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.


John 10:11












































( Source: http://www.stgeorge-lacopts.org/st_peter.htm


( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA





1

