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The Christian Man and Violence 
Objective: 
· To train the students to lead the life of Christian lowliness, which is devoid of cowardliness, weakness and humiliation 

Memory verse: 

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29). 

References: 

· The Life of the Lord Jesus Christ
· The Life of St. Paul the Apostle
· The Life of Elijah and the Baptist
Introduction: 


Many young people like violence, but Christians have their opinion concerning violence. This opinion is derived from the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. The Lord Christ refused violence (Matthew 5:9 & Matthew 10:16). St. John Chrysostom said, “You can be a fierce wolf and you do not accept to be a lowly lamb, but you cannot be one of the subjects of Christ as He is the shepherd of lambs not a shepherd of wolves.” St. Paul the Apostle wrote, “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men” (Romans 12:17-18). 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Jesus Refused Violence in His Life 


Jesus refused violence in His teachings and in His life (Matthew 12:18-20, Luke 9:54-56, Matthew 21:4, Matthew 26:51-53). When questioned before the High Priest about His disciples and teachings, Jesus answered bravely that He was teaching in public. “And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, “Do You answer the high priest like that?” Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me” (John 18:22). Let us contemplate upon the Lord’s answer. Many people protest against the Lord’s teaching which said “If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” They see in this a call for cowardice and servility and they forget the great spiritual power of it. Jesus’ conduct on that occasion sheds light on the commandment and explains how to carry it out. Jesus here did not turn the other cheek and there was no trace of humiliation or servility in His behavior, but He caused the man to stand still in awe and fear. His manner was a mixture of lowliness and manliness, awe and greatness. 

II. Jesus Who Was Slapped Protested Against This Soldier’s Conduct 


This emphasizes that the lowliness of a Christian man does not mean cowardice but it means to forgive when you are able to punish. In so doing man surpasses his weakness and overcome the nature of the flesh and sublimates his innate instincts. They were filled with spitefulness against Jesus, so they nailed Him to the cross. He faced their great spite with great love and their violence with lowliness. When He was on the cross, He prayed for His murderers (Luke 23:34). 

III. The Church of the Apostles is a Model of Lowliness 


The early Christians behaved in lowliness and in doing so, they obeyed the commandment (Matthew 11:29). They did not rebel against their persecutors but achieved a spiritual revolution by offering the testimony of blood without any spite of envy. St. Stephen was stoned and as he was stoned, the Bible said that “He knelt down and cried out with a loud voice: Lord, do not charge them with this sin. And when he had said this, he fell asleep” (Acts 7:60). The church raised earnest prayers for the rulers who persecuted her till Saul who threatened them was converted and became St. Paul the preacher and the chosen vessel. 


St. Barbara prayed for the governor and her father who gave orders that she would be put to extreme torture and her body be stripped. Phileman and Apoldenus prayed for Arianus the governor of Ansena and when they were martyred, he took some dust from their tomb and put the dust on his eyes, which were sick, and they were healed. He turned from a severe cruel persecutor into a great martyr; “Because of the great amount of blood the wolves drank, they turned into lambs.” 

IV. Why Does Christianity Rejects Violence 


Violence refuses love as it looks to the other person as something that should be destroyed and not as a person who can serve. Violence indicates weakness because it fears others, and this fear drives it to attack others to avoid being attacked. 


Meekness is strength. Love is strength and perfection; that is why Jesus is called the Commander of the law of perfection, and it is He that planned the best law. Violence does not regard the humanity of man, but Christianity confirms man and resists destroying others. 

V. The Society Rejects Violence 


Christianity rejects violence and urges people to be meek and to have a strong personality. Civilized Societies do not permit or allow violent actions; such actions are considered savage, and the law was set to resist aggressions and to punish anyone who commits such irresponsible actions. 

VI. Christian Meekness Implies Real Strength 


Christian meekness does not mean indifference. It is not against firmness; firmness is needed in situations of defending truth and what is right. Firmness is necessary sometimes to waken the stony conscience. Jesus was firm and strict in many situations, without showing any grudge or hatred (Matthew 2:14; Matthew 17:7; Matthew 23:3; John 3:16). True meekness does not mean servility; it implies insisting on bearing witness to the truth, whatever the difficulties may be. A meek person does not destroy others but offers himself as a sacrifice to save them if necessary. 

Conclusion: 


O young men and young women, if you have energy, enthusiasm, zeal and ambition, let them all be used by the Holy Spirit. Let the violence you have be violence of love and bearing witness to the truth. 

Applications: 

· Train the students to practice meekness in their lives, their family and their schools. 

· Train the students to favor meekness in our Lord’s commandment: “Learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart.” 

· Encourage the students to hold brotherly relations and relations of love with Christians and non-Christians and to face any rough speech with gentleness and meekness, not out of weakness but out of love. 





VIOLENCE(

Nobody likes violence. People hate it; they flee from it and from those who are violent. At the same time, they love gentleness, kindness and tenderness.


If an objective is reached through violence, its achievement is temporary. Once the violence goes away, such attainment disappears. Therefore, many violent persons continue in this manner all their life. They fear failure if they leave their violence. At the same time, they fear others' revenge and anger.

Violence has been the weapon of dictators in all ages. It is also the weapon of terrorists, the rebellious and the cruel. They deal with the will of the people, not with their hearts. They force others to do things by controlling their will, although their hearts might not be satisfied and their minds not convinced. Therefore, if reformation takes place, it will be just on the outside. Real reformation originates from inside the heart.

This also applies to morals. Violence does not build manners; it is a false appearance.

Violence could result from being subject to a regime or respecting the law, but it never establishes a pure heart that loves goodness. In this case, by submission to violence, one could change into two persons: an outer person with the appearance of piety while the inner person is a lover of sin. He could change to form the picture that Jesus described: "For you are like white washed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness." (Matt. 23:27)


God himself said, "My son, give me your heart." (Prov. 23:26) God wants the heart, not the outside appearance. Therefore, one's goodness is measured by the extent of one's love and conviction of what is good. If a person loves what is good, he will do it without any pressure from outside violence, without fear and without seeking a reward, praise or payment of any kind.

Jesus called for goodness without violence. He never forced people to do what is good but to love doing it. It becomes a desire that dwells inside their hearts and feelings, without being compelled to do it. The Lord did not want slaves who walk in fear.

How insignificant is the good that is done through violence.


VIOLENCE OR FIRMNESS(

Many, in their behavior, mix violence and firmness. Firmness is acceptable when needed but violence is disliked.

When Rehoboam consulted the elders and the young men, the elders advised him to take a gentle and good stand while the young men advised him to be violent. He followed the suggestion of violence, lost much and the kingdom scattered. (1 Kin. 12:6). And so the policy of violence that Rehoboam followed failed.


God stood up against the violence of Pharoah. Owing to this violence, the people's cry was heard by God and He saved them.


Esau and Jacob were brothers. Esau was a model of violence while Jacob was gentle and quiet. The Bible says that God loved Jacob, even before his birth.

A violent person might have cruelty in the heart, but the gentle is always distinguished by compassion, love and kindness.


A violent person might have inner pride supporting his violence. As for the gentle, he is usually humble in his ways.


God praised gentleness and humility by saying, "...and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart." (Matt. 11:29).


Violence could enable you to control people by force and silence them. But it will never make you gain their love.


It is fit to use violence to control the evil that needs to be curbed for fear of harming others. But it is not fit to use it in dealing with those who are quiet and gentle. Violence also fails completely with those who are sensitive.


Violence is the last resort of the wise, when all other quiet means fail. There is a big difference between "a violent person" with whom violence becomes part of his nature and another person who is generally quiet but turns to violence for necessity, when nothing else works. This is called firmness.
Sometimes, there is firmness with violence...


 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
The Christian Man and Violence 
	Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Matthew 11:29


Verse to memorize: 
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( Words of Spiritual Benefit, Volume 1, by H.H. Pope Shenouda III, Dar El Tebaa El Kawmia. 1989


( Words of Spiritual Benefit, Volume 2, by H.H. Pope Shenouda III, Dar El Tebaa El Kawmia. 1989
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