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Night of the Apocalypse 
Objective: 
1- Know what happens in church during Apocalypse night. 

2- Learn the spiritual meaning of everything that takes place. 

Memory Verse: 

“My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped” (Psalm 28:7). 
References: 

· “The Book of the Holy Week”
· “The Spirituality of the Rite of Joyous Saturday,” Anba Metaous, Bishop of Al Saurian Monastery
Introduction: 

I. The readings in this night speak about 
· Salvation
· The Living God who does not die
· The joy of the righteous who are waiting for our Lord to save them from Hades

The joyous Saturday night (Apocalypse) is a night of transformation from death to life, from sadness to happiness. All the prayers that we read express this feeling (Jonah in the belly of the fish, King Hezekiah to whom God added 15 years to his life, and the three youth in the fiery furnace). 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Layout of Apocalypse Night:
· Praises and Prayers of the Prophets
· Matins’ Raising of Incense
· Prayers of the Third and Sixth hours
· Reading of the Book of Revelation (Apocalypse)
· Prayer of the Ninth hour
· The Liturgy
II. The Praises and Prayers of the Prophets 

A. Psalm 151 

· Tells the story of David - how God transferred him from poverty to glory
· Tells how David transferred the Children of Israel from shame and disgrace to victory and salvation (by slaying Goliath)
· The Church reminds us of how the Lord saved us from the spiritual Goliath, Satan, whom He slew by the Cross. 

· As David was the youngest among his brothers and served them, Jesus likewise came to serve. 

B. The First procession: Explanation of the Second Hoas 

· Starts with “Let us thank Christ Our Lord, with David the Psalmist...” 

· The entire congregation (priests, deacons, and laymen) partakes of this, and all other processions during this night, with lit candles and with crosses. This proclaims their joy in the Lord’s Salvation, which He fulfilled on the Cross. 

· This first procession follows Psalm 151 to portray our joy in the Lord’s Salvation over Satan (the spiritual Goliath). 

C. The First Hoas: The first praise of Moses the prophet 

· It tells the story of the Lord’s deliverance of His people, by Moses, across the Red Sea. 

· It is a symbol of the Lord’s deliverance from Satan (Pharaoh), who enslaved us by sin. 

· This praise is called the Praise of the Lamb (Revelation 15:1-3).
D. The Second Praise of Moses the prophet (Deuteronomy 32:1-43) 

· These are Moses’ last words to the children of Israel. 

· In it, he reminds them of God’s aid to them and calls them to repent and seek the Lord. 

· It ends with joy in the Lord’s salvation. 

· The Church is calling us to repentance so that we may partake of the joy of the Lord’s Salvation and enter Heavenly Jerusalem. 

E. The Prayer of Hannah, Mother of Samuel (1 Samuel 2:1-11) 

· A prayer of thanksgiving by Hannah when she brought her son Samuel into the temple, fulfilling her promise to God. 

· The Church likewise thanks God for granting her a Son, Christ, to redeem her from death. 

F. Prayer of the prophet Habakkuk (Habakkuk 3:2-19) 

· Habakkuk was a Levite and was one of the singers in the Temple. 

· His Prayer is a prophecy about the crucified Christ. He even prophesied about the changes in nature that occurred during the crucifixion (darkness, earthquake, etc.) 

· The Church reads this praise as a reminder of the Salvation of the Lord. 

G. Prayer of the prophet Jonah (Jonah 2:2-10) 

· This is the prayer of Jonah while in the belly of the fish. 

· The Church reminds us of the story of Jonah because of the many symbolic similarities between Jonah and Christ:
· Three days in the belly of the fish
· Was condemned to death but remained alive
· By his death, the ship was saved. 

· It was necessary for the seamen to throw him in order that they would be saved. 

· He entered into the belly, which no one entered before. 

H. Prayer of Hezekiah, the King of Judah (Isaiah 38:10-20) 

· God added 15 years to his life. 

· This prayer is a symbol of God’s taking his people from death to life and from sadness to Joy. 

I. Prayer of King Manasseh 

· He was the son of Hezekiah. He was evil and for this reason he was defeated by his enemies and taken as a captive. 

· He repented and regretted all his sins, and God accepted his repentance. 

J. First Prayer of the prophet Isaiah 

K. Second Prayer of the prophet Isaiah 

L. Third Prayer of the prophet Isaiah 

M. Song of the prophet Jeremiah 

N. Song of the prophet Baruch 

O. Song of the prophet Elijah 

P. Prayer of the prophet David 

Q. Prayer of King Solomon 

R. Prayer of the prophet Daniel 

S. The words of Daniel regarding the three young men in the fiery furnace (Daniel 3:1-100) 

· As the three young men were condemned to death in a fiery furnace but came out alive, likewise humanity was condemned to death but the Lord granted it life through His death. 

· Whoever wishes to see the Lord must pass through the fire of temptations and overcome it with the power of God. 

· The salvation of the three young men from the fiery furnace is a symbol of our salvation from eternal fire. 

T. Praise of Azarius (from the Deuterocanonical books) 

U. Psali (Praise) of the three young men: the Third Hoas (Daniel 3:2-10) 

V. “Arep-salin” Hymn 

W. Greek Hymn for the three young men 

X. The rest of the story of the three young men 

Y. Song of St. Mary 

Z. Prayer of Zechariah the priest 

AA. The prayer of Simon the Elder 

AB. The Story of Susannah, the Virtuous (from Deuterocanonical Books) 

III. The Second Procession: The Praise of the three young men 

· This is a portion of the Praise of Azarius while in the furnace; he proclaims that he’ll follow the Lord under any condition, even in the furnace. 

· After the congregation hears all the prayers and praises of the salvation of the Lord, they go around the church, assuring the Lord that they will follow Him all the time: “We follow you with all our hearts...” 

IV. Reading the Book of Revelation: 

· We see our Lord Jesus Christ in His glory, divinity and eternity after the people saw Him on the Cross (Revelation 15:2-4). 

· We see the glory prepared for the cross-bearers (Revelation 14:13, 7:14-17). 

· We see the punishment of the people who crucified Him (Revelation 6:16). 

· We see His Second Coming, fearful and full of glory, to give each one according to his deeds (Revelation 14:6-8, 20:12). 

· We see the redeeming work of our Lord (Revelation 1:5, 5:9, 12:10-11, 19:13). 

· We see the gates of heaven open for the sons of man (Revelation 4:1, 11:19). 

· We hear the great description of Heavenly Jerusalem, since this is the night that our Lord opened the gates of Paradise (Revelation 21). 

· We hear all the promises given to those who overcome. 

Application: 


Plan to attend this night in church, share and enjoy its blessings with a joyful heart.




Psalm 151

1 I was small among my brothers, and the youngest in my father's house; I tended my father's sheep.

2 My hands made a harp; my fingers fashioned a lyre.

3 And who will tell my Lord?  The Lord Himself; it is He who hears.

4 It was He who sent His messenger and took me from my father's sheep, and anointed me with His anointing oil.

5 My brothers were handsome and tall, but the Lord was not pleased with them.

6 I went out to meet the Philistine, and he cursed me by his idols.

7 But I drew his own sword; I beheaded him, and took away disgrace from the people of Israel.

JOYOUS SATURDAY APOCALYPSE EVE(
By Late Rev. Fr. Bishoy Kamel


Whoever asks about eternity and the everlasting life, finds the answer in this night during which the Church truly ascends to heaven to witness its beauty; the hours of the night pass by us as if we were in a beautiful dream.

This night is the passing over from death to life (See “The Journey of Passing Over By Blood,” by the Late Rev. Fr. Bishoy Kamel).

· The hymns are changed from the “Sad Tune” to “Happy Tune,” so that half of a hymn is said sadly and the other half joyfully (Passover from death to life).

· The praise of Moses the Prophet (The First Hous) and the crossing (passing over) of the Red Sea (from death to life)
· The Prayer of Hannah, the mother of Samuel the prophet (1Samuel 2: l-11), to whom God gave a son from a dead womb (the Lord takes and revives, descends to Hades and ascends).

· The Prayer of Habakkuk the Prophet (3:2-19) - "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation .... He lifts me above to victory through His praise.”
· The Prayer of Jonah the Prophet (2:2-10), who was to exist from the belly of the fish (death) to life – “I cried to the Lord because of my affliction, and He answered me. Out of the belly of Shoal I cried, and You heard my voice.”
· The Prayer of Hezekiah, the Prophet and king of Judea, when he fell sick and rose from his sickness (Isaiah 38:l0-20). The Lord God heard him and gave him an extra fifteen years after the appointed time of his death.

· The Prayer of the Three Holy Young Men in the furnace of fire; they moved from death to life, for Christ was with them (in death).

· The Story of Susanna the virgin. She was sentenced to die but was saved from death.

· The same with the rest of the praises and prayers; all speak of the transformation from death to life.


The Rite of this night is full of symbolism that truly reveals the heavenly angelic life as a departure from death to life. The Hymns are accompanied with a number of processions. The Priests and Deacons, with lit candles, icons and crosses in their hands, circle around the Altar and the church in amazing joy and happiness that’s un-comprehended by the person who does not share this happy tradition and lives it. They who participate will truly take the pass to the angelic life as if they have been transformed from the world's tribulations to heavenly joy.

The Church thus takes us to the joyous Resurrection, and after it as well, by concluding early Saturday with the Revelation. The Priests and Deacons and the whole congregation gather among the seven oil flints, which are the seven spirits before His Throne (Revelation 1:4). These are the seven lamps of burning fire (Revelation 4:5), the seven angels standing before God. These are the seven lampstands of gold (Revelation l: 12) and the seven stars in His right hand (Revelation l: 10). The seven stars are angels (Bishops) of the churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches (Revelation 1:20). Hence, we travel with this marvelous Book which reveals the secrets after the Resurrection.


Words concerning this night are very lengthy indeed, for it’s a night of personal involvement. No one can give you an understanding of this night, except you yourself by being involved and by living its readings, hymns and incredible rite.... indeed incredible.
“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches.”


Bright Saturday(
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Passover is a joyful celebration, from which we pass over from death to life, from sin to holiness, from Hades to Paradise. The glorious Church provides us with the same path from Great Friday to Easter through Apocalypse Saturday or "Bright Saturday." On this day, the Church is dressed in white and filled with joyful hymns.


The Apostolic Canons promoted the assembly of the Church on Bright Saturday, wherein the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms were read until dawn. Thus far, the Church has read through the entire book of Isaiah, the Psalms, and most of the other prophesies and gospels. During this festival of joy, the Church continues in its prayerful meditations by reading the praises from the Old Testament—spanning the entire breadth of the Bible, from the Historical Books (Exodus), the Prophetic Books (Isaiah, Samuel, Daniel, Habakkuk, Baruch), the poetical books (Lamentations, Job) and the Deuterocanonical books (Bell and the Dragon, Susanna).


After completing the Psalms of David the prophet, the clergy dress in their vestments and light the candles. The highest ranking priest faces towards the east and chants Psalm 151 in Coptic. While the psalm is read in Arabic or English, the book of psalms is then wrapped in a white linen cloth, carried by the elder priest at the altar door with the candles lit. After its completion, the priest, along with the priests and the deacons chant the hymn of the Second Canticle (Marenouwnh `ebol, "Let us give thanks") while circuiting the Church. After circling the Church, they start chanting the Midnight Praises from the First Canticle.


After the First Canticle is chanted, the priests and deacons sit in two rows, with the candles lit in their midst, and begin the Old Testament readings. The readings here focus on the gateway of the Cross from death to life — the bridge from the suffering of our Lord on the Cross to His glorious Resurrection. We enter into this celebration of the Cross and Resurrection through two main means: baptism and repentance.


Catechumens planning to be baptized during the Easter Liturgy were thoroughly prepared through the readings of Bright Saturday, which focused on baptism. The Crossing of the Red Sea and the story of the Three Holy Youth are symbols of baptism — where God saves His people both through the crossing of water and through fires of temptation and sin. For those who were already baptized, this is a reminder of their baptism. Being reminded of this first state, they are called to repentance.

The first seven Old Testament readings are as follows:

1) The Praise of Moses after crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 15) — the Lord has rested; the Lord will rise up and "pass over" the waters of baptism into life. By this song of praise, the Church declares that it has been given the essence of this immortal praise mentioned in the book of Revelation: "they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb." (Rev. 15:3) The Church chants this praise with a feeling of transfiguration, as someone standing before the Throne of God on the sea of glass. He carries God's harp and praises God with those who overcame the dragon, its image, its character, and its many names. Therefore, this praise represents the victory of the cross over any tribulation, controversy or turmoil. The Church reminds us of the beginning of our journey to salvation through Baptism, in which our Lord has led us from Hades to Paradise, from Egypt to Israel, from this world to Heavenly Jerusalem.

2) The Praise of Hannah, the mother of Samuel, who had thanked the Lord for giving her a son in her old age. (1 Samuel 2:1-10)

3) The Prayer of Hezekiah (Isaiah 38:10-20): In this prayer, we declare with Hezekiah, to the Lord, "I will praise you all the days of my life.”
4) The First Praise of Isaiah the Prophet (Isaiah 25:6-8) speaks of the Sacrifice of the Cross and the Blood. This is the "feast" of wines, symbolizing the feast of the Cross, the ultimate fulfillment of the Passover meal.

5) The Second Praise of Isaiah the Prophet (Isaiah 26:1-9): Here we declare that He will swallow up death. This is our God; we have waited for Him; in Him will we rest. This also speaks of the resurrection, when "He shall spread forth His hands..."

6) The Third Praises of Isaiah the Prophet (Isaiah 10-20) is another joyous praise surrounding the sacrifice of the Cross and the end of death.

7) The Praise of Manasseh, the son of King Hezekiah, explains the mystery of repentance as well as the passing over from death to life.


After these seven readings, they then chant three Hymns for the Three Holy Youth: the Third Canticle, Arepsalin, and Tenen. Just as these youth were saved from the blazing fire by the Angel of God in their midst, so too are we saved from the fires of hell by the Messiah who lives and dwells within us and among us. In the prayer of Azarius, we remember the prayer which presents God’s supporting hand in the midst of the suffering and even in His burial (Dan. 3:20-28).


As indicated earlier, the reference of the Three Holy Youth has a long standing tradition dating back to the Early Church.  This tradition survives today in the Eastern Orthodox Churches. There, the excerpt from the Septuagint chapter of Daniel is one of three passages from the Old Testament which are read after the “Little Entrance.” As Fr. Lev Gillet writes, “Miraculously protected from death, [the three holy youth] symbolize the victory of the risen Christ. Their song of thanksgiving enjoins all nature to praise God...” Thus, we include the entire universe in the joy of the Resurrection.

Saint Irenaeus also explains that the three youth, like Jonah and Elijah, are symbolic of our resurrection from the dead. As Jonah emerged from the deep sea, Elijah ascended into the highest, and the three youth emerge from the fiery flames.


St. John Chrysostom says, "For the three youths were cast into the furnace and did not even for this forget their piety. The flames did not frighten them — while that fire encircled them, instead of fearing, they sent up those sacred prayers to heaven. Therefore the fire became a wall unto them, and the flame a robe; and the furnace was a fountain. Although it received them bound, it restored them free. It received bodies that were mortal but abstained from them as if they had been immortal! It knew their nature, yet it reverenced their piety! The tyrant bound their feet, and their feet bound the operation of the fire!”


After they conclude these hymns, they continue with the reading from Daniel, where they left off. They finish the following readings as well:

1) The Praise of Daniel (Daniel 6:1-23): Just as God rescued Daniel from the lions, so too has He saved us from destruction, agony, and pain. Daniel repents for the sins of all his people, as the Lord took for Himself the sins of the world. This prayer also mentions the Lord's deliverance of His people out of Egypt, again a symbol of our deliverance from sin.

2) Prayer of St. Mary: The Theotokias are not chanted on this day since they speak in detail of the Incarnation, as related through the Holy Virgin Mary. Since we are focused instead upon the Crucifixion, Burial and Resurrection in this evening, we read here the prayer St. Mary which relates to the Crucifixion.

3) Simeon's Prayer: Simeon lived only to see the glory of God. Once He beheld the Messiah, he departed in peace. The Church has us read this prayer at the end of each day (in the 12th hour of the Agpeya, the Midnight Prayer and the Midnight Psalmody) to remind us of our death in Christ.

4) The Story of Susanna (Daniel 13:1-64): We read how Daniel saved Susanna from the sentence of death, a symbol of Christ who saved us from our death sentence. The prayer of Susanna reminds us of our own prayer to our Savior for this deliverance. Susanna is freed of her false accusation when Daniel asks about the tree that she rested on. The tree is none other than the Cross which saves us from the enemy.

5) The Story of Bell and the Dragon (Daniel 14:1-42): Here, Daniel reveals the secret of the idol to the king, prompting the king to cancel Daniel's death sentence. St. Cyril of Jerusalem relates the fifth chapter to the ascension of the Lord: "Remember the Prophet who said, ‘Who builds His ascension unto heaven’ [5:33: cf. Ezek. 8:3] and all the other particulars mentioned yesterday because of the gainsaying of the Jews."

6) The Praise of Habakkuk (Habakkuk 3:2-19) speaks of the Lord returning in glory: "His glory covered the heavens. And the earth was full of His praise. His brightness was like the light He had rays flashing from His hand. "

7) The Praise of Jeremiah (Lamentations 5:16-22) shows His immortality against His enemies, "You, O LORD, remain forever; Your throne from generation to generation.”
8) The Praise of Baruch (Baruch 2:7-16)

9) The Praise of Elijah (1 Kings 18)

10) The Praise of Job (Job 19:1-13)

11) The Praise of Solomon (1 Kings 8:32) 
Matins and the Book of Revelation


After these praises are read, they light candles and chant the hymn "Ten-owi ensok" (“We follow You") in its annual tune. Then, they pray the Matins prayer as a preparation for the Divine Liturgy. Afterwards, they sit and read the Book of Revelation in its entirety.


By reading the Book of Revelation, we are reminded of the Lord's coming. We remember His amazing Resurrection from the Dead and His Second Coming. This mysterious book also encapsulates the entire Bible into one. As the entire week of Pascha was full of prophesies from the Old Testament, this last day is full of prophesies from the New Testament.


This is perhaps one of the most powerful books in the Holy Bible, for it was given from God the Father to Christ, to an angel, to John. It is a book of symbols and mystery, a book in which the past, present and future unite. There is victory, death, and pain.


As Fr. Pishoy Kamel says, "The Church moves us to the delight of the resurrection and beyond, when it finishes the service by reading the Book of Revelation. The priests, the deacons and the congregation stay amid the seven oil candles before the throne of God (Rev. 1:4). These seven candles are symbols of the seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God (Rev 4: 5). The seven candles are also the seven golden lamp stands (Rev. 1:12) and the seven stars in His right hand which are the angels (bishops) of the seven Churches. The seven golden lamp stands also represent the seven Churches (Rev. 1:16, 20). The readings of this book reveal the mysteries of what is beyond the resurrection. Much can be said regarding this night, but it is a night of personal experience. No one can give a full account about the concepts of this night unless he lives it personally and live the readings as well as the tunes of this wonderful rite. "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. "

Thus we see that by remembering the Descent into Hades, we gather to witness the Resurrection unto eternal life. They continue with the Divine Liturgy. The psalm and gospel of that day is of a mixed tune; half in the mournful tune of Holy Pascha and the other half in the annual tune. This shows again the mixture of joy and sadness that we began the week with.


Those who will be baptized on this day remember again that they are baptized into His death, declaring with Saint Paul, “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Rom 6:3-4) And again, "You were also...buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead." (Col 2:11-12) 

The fathers also spoke about this relationship between our baptism and His burial: 


Baptism is the Cross. What the Cross then, and Burial, is to Christ, Baptism has been to us, even if not in the same respects. For He died Himself and was buried in the flesh, but we have done both to sin... Here he hints, along with the duty of a careful walk, at the subject of the Resurrection... For if you have shared in Death and Burial, much more will you share in the Resurrection and Life... After the Resurrection to come had been set before us, he demands of us another, a new conversation, which is brought about in the present life by a change in habits. 
[St. John Chrysostom]

The soul, when it was deified, descended into Hades in order that just as the Sun of Righteousness rose for those upon the earth, so likewise He might bring light to those who sit under the earth in the darkness and shadow of death. Just as He brought the message of peace to those upon the earth, and of release to the prisoners, and of sight to the blind , and became to those who believed the Author of everlasting salvation and to those who did not believe a reproach of their unbelief, so He might become the same to those in Hades. That every knee should bow to Him, of things in heaven, and things in earth and things under the earth. And thus, after He had freed those who had been bound for ages, straightway He rose again from the dead, showing us the way of resurrection. [St. John of Damascus]

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                                 .
Night of the Apocalypse
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 Verse to Memorize: 
	My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped.

Psalm 28:7


1. The themes of Apocalypse Night include
a. Our salvation

b. The Living God who never dies

c. The joy of the righteous

d. The salvation of the righteous from Hades

e. All the above

2. ________________ Night is a night of transformation from death to _____________ and from _____________ to joy. 

3. The 1st reading of Apocalypse Night is
a. The Prayer of Jonah

b. The Story of the 3 Young Men

c. Psalm 151

d. The Book of Revelation

e. The Story of Susannah
4. The final reading of Apocalypse Night is
a. The Prayer of Simon the Elder

b. The Book of Revelation

c. The Prayer of Isaiah the Prophet

d. The Prayer of King Solomon

e. The Song of St. Mary
5. Apocalypse night concludes with 
a. The Prayer of the 9th Hour

b. The 2nd Procession

c. The Reading of Revelation

d. The Holy Liturgy

e. Matins Raising of Incense
6. In Psalm 151, ______________, representing Christ, freed the children of Israel (God’s people) from ________________ to victory by slaying ________________, who represented _____________. 
7. Name the praise which tells the story about the Lord’s deliverance of His people from Pharaoh (who represented Satan) by His servant Moses (who represented Jesus Christ): 

____________________________________________
( From Jerusalem to Golgotha, by Fr. Bishoy Kamel, translated by Archangel Michael Church of Orange County, CA, 2001


( The Holy Pascha, Treasures of the Fathers of the Church (Vol. 3), by Saint Paul Brotherhood, Diocese of Los Angeles, Southern California and Hawaii, 2004
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