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Baptism Prophecies
Objective: 
· To appreciate the effect of this sacrament in our spiritual life
· To know the scripture regarding baptism in the Bible
· To understand the rational behind baptism of children in our Church
Memory Verse: 

“The one who believed and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16). 
References: 

1. “Baptism in The Orthodox Concept,” Fr. Mikael Abdel Malek (English) 

2. “The Precious Pearls in Explanation of the Church Rites,” Fr. John Salama (Arabic) 

3. Sermons of H.G. Bishop Youssef about Baptism
Introduction: 

I. What is baptism? 

Baptism is the first of the sacraments alluded to in John 3:5, acquired through water and Spirit. It is an action of deliverance from sins and is the fundamental work of God in the very spirit of man. It is a new birth. 


We are baptized as John the Baptist baptized Jesus in the River of Jordan. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. How is baptism done? 


Baptism is a Greek word that means to immerse, therefore it is done by immersing completely in water. It is one of the seven holy sacraments by which we are reborn through water and the Holy Spirit. It is administered by immersion in water three times in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and is stipulated to be performed by an ordained priest. We obtain salvation, purification, justification, regeneration, rebirth, and membership in the Body of Christ. 


The Holy Spirit, which we receive after baptism, comes from the sacrament of Confirmation by which the baptized is anointed by the Myroon oil. 

Through baptism, we acquire the image and likeness of the Lord Christ, as St. Paul said in Romans 8:29, “Those whom God has already chosen He also set apart to become like His Son” and “God’s Spirit joins Himself to our spirit to declare that we are God’s children. Since we are His children, we will share His treasures” (Romans 8:17). 

II. Symbols of Baptism in the Old Testament 


In the Old Testament, there are many symbols that refer to baptism, such as: 

· The Spirit of God hovering on the face of the water; the new creation was from water and Spirit
· The Flood: According to St. Peter, “When once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.” (1 Peter 3:20) The ark was surrounded by water all around, a symbol of baptism; whereas the dove which came back with the olive branch is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, and the olive branch is a symbol of peace which we attained by reconciliation with God. This is the picture of baptism in which we are saved from death and corruption, through the power of Jesus Christ’s Resurrection. 

· Circumcision is a symbol of baptism. “In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands by putting off the body of sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism in which you also were raised with Him through faith” (Colossians 2:11-12). Circumcision symbolizes the removal of the old and corrupt cover, so that the good and uncorrupt nature that God created in us would reappear. In addition, circumcision is a symbol of getting into a covenant with God; likewise, in baptism we become members united in Jesus Christ. 

· The Red Sea crossing described in Exodus 14:19-29: “I do not want you to forget what happened to our ancestors in the wilderness long ago. God guided all of them by sending a cloud that moved along ahead of them, and He brought them all safely through the water of the sea on the dry ground. They were all baptized in the cloud and the sea” (1 Corinthians 10:12). Pharaoh was a symbol of the devil which enslaved the people of God in sin in the land of Egypt. Their crossing of the Red Sea was a form of baptism, a new beginning away from sin. The clouds that led them is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. 

· The Bronze Laver: The Lord instructed Moses saying, “You shall also make a bronze laver, and its base also of bronze for washing, and you shall put water in it.” The priests used to wash their hands in the bronze laver before offering a sacrifice, as a sign of cleansing from sin in baptism before accepting Jesus Christ, in Communion, as our everlasting Sacrifice. 

Importance of baptism in the New Testament 
A. The Lord’s command 

The Lord commanded His apostles saying, “Go then to all people everywhere, and make them disciples and baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19). 

"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). 
B. On the day of Pentecost 


When the Jews accepted faith on the day of Pentecost, St. Peter called upon them to be immediately baptized saying, “Repent and let everyone of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). 
C. The Ethiopian Eunuch 


He asked to be baptized immediately after accepting the faith saying, “Here is some water. What hinders me from being baptized?” (Acts 8:36)
D. Saul of Tarsus 


He was instructed by Jesus to go to Damascus to meet Ananias, who ordered him saying, “And now, why delay, get up and be baptized, and have your sins washed away” (Acts 22:16). 
E. Lydia the Purple Dealer 


The Lord opened her heart and she accepted the faith, then she was baptized along with other members of her household (Acts 16:14). 

F. The Philippian Jailer 


As soon as he believed, he asked the disciples, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved you and your family.” “At that very hour of night the jailer and all his family were baptized at once” (Acts 16:31-33). 
G. Cornelius the Captain of the Roman Regiment 


He was baptized, having accepted the faith and the powering of the Holy Spirit. 

III. The Effectiveness of Baptism 

A. The Rebirth of Water and the Spirit 


The Lord once said to Nicodemus, “I assure you unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) 
B. Salvation Attained through Baptism 


The Lord says, “The one who believed and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16). 

C. Baptism is Death with Christ and Rising with Him 


St. Paul says, “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death” (Philippians 3:10). St. Paul also says, “Therefore, we were buried with Him through baptism into death… united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection. Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin” (Romans 6:4-6) “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him” (Romans 6:8). 

D. We obtain remission of sins 


On the day of Pentecost, when the Jews accepted faith and were deeply shaken, they asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” St. Peter replied, “Repent and let everyone of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:37-38). In the Orthodox Creed, we clearly say, “We believe in one baptism for the remission of sins.” 

E. In Baptism, We Put On Christ 


St. Peter the Apostle says, “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27) 

F. Through Baptism, We Became Members of the Church 


As the circumcised person was considered a member of God’s people (Gen 17:7), likewise the baptized person becomes a member of the Church and a member of the Body of Christ. 

G. Baptism Gives New Life 


St. Paul says, “Therefore, we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life.” So, it is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17), a resurrection from death to a new life (Ephesians 2:5-6), and a new life in the Kingdom of God’s beloved Son (Colossians 1:13). 

IV. Why Should Baptism be by Immersion? 

· Baptism is dying with Christ and being buried with Him, as St. Paul the Apostle says, “Therefore, we were buried with Him through baptism into death” (Romans 6:4). Burial can only be done by immersion in the water. 

· Baptism is washing away of sins; “Arise and be baptized and wash away your sins” (Acts 22:16) 

· Baptism was by immersion, even in the days of John the Baptist, for the Lord Christ Himself was baptized by immersion; “Then Jesus, when He had been baptized, came up immediately from the water” (Matthew 3:16, Mark 1:10). 

V. Baptism of Children 


We are keen about children’s eternal life because the Lord says, “Let the children come to Me and do not forbid them. The kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Matthew 19:14). So, if we prevent children from being baptized, we expose them to God’s judgment since the Lord says, “Unless one is born of water and Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). 


Baptism grants children the opportunity to practice an ecclesiastical (spiritual) life, enjoy grace’s activities and effectiveness, and partake of the Church’s Sacraments. Otherwise, they will be excluded from eternal life (John 3:5). 


Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all” (Acts 2:38-39). 


Also in circumcision, which is a symbol of baptism, the new born males were circumcised on the eighth day. This is an indication that children should be baptized shortly after birth. 


It is important to be baptized when we are children to get eternal life. 

Conclusion: 


Baptism is the beginning of a life with Christ that will last eternally.

Baptism(
· Introduction on Church Sacraments:
· Sacraments of the Church: Baptism, Chrismation, Penance, Communion, Anointing of the Sick, Matrimony, & Holy Orders.
· The Holy Spirit is involved in all the Sacraments.
· The work of the Mystery is invisible.
· The first 4 Sacraments are required for every Christian.
· The Bishop or Priest conducts all the Sacraments; the Sacrament of Holy Order is conducted only by the Bishop.
· Who Established the Sacrament of Baptism?  Jesus Christ
· Before His ascension, Jesus Christ said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”
· The baptism of Jesus Christ from St. John the Baptist; “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”
· Location of the Baptistery:

· Outside the Church

· North-Western corner

· The baptistery room should have 2 doors.

· The Rite of Baptism:

· Denouncing Satan: declaring enmity with Satan and all his works

· Affirming the faith: One God - God the Father, His Only-Begotten Son, and the Holy Spirit; believing in the resurrection and the one Church

· Immersion:

· A form of dyeing

· 3 times, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; represents the burial of Jesus Christ for 3 days in the tomb

· In the water

· Chrismation:
· The Mystery of Confirmation

· “Myron” means spikenard or fragrant oil.

· Derived form the spikenard which was used in the burial of Jesus Christ

· Anointing 36 times

· The Holy Spirit descends and fills the baptized person. 

· Attending the Liturgy and partaking of the Holy Eucharist

· Dressing in white clothes, a symbol of the new and pure life 

· The red band (tie) symbolizes union with Christ.

· The procession symbolizes that of the resurrection.

· The Orthodox Belief in Baptism:

· It’s done only once and cannot be repeated.

· For the remission of sins

· Liberation from the inherited sin

· And from all previous sins

· Communion in Christ’s death and resurrection

· The 2nd birth:

· From above

· From the water and the Spirit

· We become children of God by adoption.

· Baptism of Blood
Applications:

· The duties of the baptized person

· Staying away from sin

· Resisting and denouncing Satan

· Confessing God
Verses to Memorize:

· “Whoever has been born of God does not sin.” I John 3:9

· “We were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4

Song:

Seven Spiritual Mysteries        in our Orthodox Church …

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM( 
I. DEFINITION

Baptism is the sacrament through which a person is born again and accepted into the membership of the church after being dipped into water three times in the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Ghost.

Of all the sacraments it is the first, because it is considered as the door through which the believer enters the church and the kingdom of grace according to what was said by the Lord: “Except a man be born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5).

Therefore, it must be received by believers before they can receive any other sacrament. 
II. TYPES W THE OLD TESTAMENT 
(1) The Ark of Noah: "When once the lung suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is eight souls were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us" (1 Pet. 3; 20, 21). 
(2) The circumcision: "In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. Buried with Him in baptism" (Col. 2:11, 12). 
(3) Crossing the Red Sea: "I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea" (1 Cor. 10:1, 2). 
III. BAPTISM OF JOHN THE BAPTIST


Although it was from heaven yet is was “the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” (Luke 3:3) and had no rower of rebirth.

It was to prepare the Jaws to accept Christ, and was, at the same time, a sign or preparation for Christian baptism.

IV. BAPTISM BY THE DISCIPLES BEFORE THE DEATH OF CHRIST


It was said that the disciples used to baptize during the days of our Lord on earth. (John 4:2). But this baptism was also to prepare the Jews to accept Christ. John Chrysostom says that it was exactly the game as the baptism of John the Baptist.

V. INSTITUTION OF THE SACRAMENT


Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself instituted this sacrament after His resurrection when He said: "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." (Matt 28:18,19). 
VI. THE VISIBLE SIGNS


The visible signs are the dipping into water three times, and the words said by the minister: "I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 
(A) The use of water is because:

1. Christ was baptized into water (Matt. 3:13-16).

2. Christ said, "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven" (John 3:5).

3. It was thus used by the Apostles and the early church in the apostolic age. “Then answered Peter, ‘Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized?’” (Act 10:46,47). "And they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him" (Acts 8:38).

4. It has been used since the very beginning of the Church.

5. Water cleanses the dirt of the body, and baptism cleanses the dirt of the soul. 
(B) The dipping into water is because:

1. Christ was thus baptized. "And Jesus, when He was baptized went up straightway out of the water" (Matt. 3:16).

2. And the early Church in the apostolic age thus baptized too. "And they went down both into water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him" (Acts 8:38). No doubt, the eunuch had some water with him in his chariot, and Philip could have used some of it for sprinkling him had it been allowed to baptize with sprinkling.

3. The word "baptism" tomes from a Greek word which means "to dye" or to dip into water.

4. Baptism resembles death and burial with Christ; and to bury a dead body is to put it down into the grave. "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His Death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 'even so we also should walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:3,4).


Therefore it is not right to baptize with the sprinkling of water as others do. 
VII. THE INVISIBLE GRACE 
(A) Rebirth
"Jesus answered and said unto him, ‘verily, verily I say unto thee: Except a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus saith unto Him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘verily, verily I say unto thee: Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God’" (John 3:3-5).

For this reason the Apostle Paul calls baptism regeneration. "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost." (Titus 3:5). 
(B) Remission of sins 
"Repent and be baptized everyone in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 3:38). 
(C) Purification and sanctification
"The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away in of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God)" (1 Pet. 3:21).

"Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify it and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word" (Eph. 5:25, 26). 
(D) Salvation
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16: 16). "The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). 
(E) Adoption
"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:26, 27). 
VIII. ONE BAPTISM


Our church teaches that those who have been validly baptized must not be baptized again. This is what St. Paul affirmed: "One Lord, one faith, one baptism" (Eph. 4: 5).


Here are the reasons why baptism must not be repeated: 
1. Baptism is the rebirth, or regeneration.   As man is born bodily only once, so we cannot be spiritually born more than once. 
2. Baptism is the partaking of Christ's death and resurrection (Rom. 6:4, Col. 2:12). And Christ died and arose only once.


Even when Christians reject the faith and come back again to the church, they will not be baptized again. In this case it is sufficient that they perform the two sacraments of penance and Holy Communion. 
IX. BAPTISM OF INFANTS


Some churches say that baptism should be given only to grown up persons. But our church believes that babies too -should be baptized for the following reasons: 
1. Babies are inheritors of Adam's sin, and it is necessary for them to be purified of it through baptism.

2. In the Old Testament babies had to be circumcised in order to be accepted into God's covenant. And since circumcision was a type of baptism, therefore babies should now be baptized in order to be accepted as members in the Church.

It should be borne in mind that circumcision which was a seal of faith (Rom. 4:11) was applied to children who were incapable of faith. This sign marked them out as recipients of the covenant blessings of God. 
3. God did not prevent babies from accepting some of the great graces, e.g. Jeremiah was sanctified before coming forth out of the womb (Jer. 1:5) John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Ghost even from his mother's womb (Luke 1:5). 
4. In the Apostolic age whole families were baptized and there must have been some babies among those families, like the families of Cornelius (Acts 10:48) Lydia (Acts 16:14, 15) the keeper of the prison (Acts 16:33) Stephanas (1 Cor. 1:16), etc. 
5. This was the custom in the church since the early centuries, as is shown in history and the writings of the fathers.


Origen said, "The Apostles handed over to the church the tradition of baptizing babies also because babies are baptized for the remission of sins to be washed of the inherited sin."


It was said, "Baptizing babies is an Apostolic tradition."


In the Apostolic traditions we read, "They shall baptize the little children first. If they can answer for themselves let them answer. But if they cannot, let their parents answer, or someone from their family." 
6. Christ's church on earth is composed of all those who profess faith in Him and obedience to His laws, together with their children. 
X. BAPTISM OF BLOOD


Martyrs who shed their blood for the sake of Christ before being baptized are considered to have received this kind of baptism according to the statement of our Lord: "Whosoever shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which in is heaven.” (Matt. 10: 32).  Again: "Whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it" (Matt. 16:25).

XI. WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO BAPTISE


This right was primarily given to the Apostles by the Lord Himself: "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." (Matt. 28:19).


Then it was given to bishops, and afterwards to the priests. 
XII. OBLIGATIONS OF THE BAPTISED 
(A) Before receiving baptism, one must publicly declare:

1. His repentance: "Then Peter said unto them: Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 2:38).


In his confession of repentance, he must declare also that he has rejected Satan and all his works.

2. His faith in the Lord Jesus Christ: "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). 


In his confession of faith, he must say the Creed. 
(B) But in the case of babies who are of course unable to declare repentance or faith before baptism, their parents, god-fathers or god-mothers should give that declaration instead of them and should promise to rear them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
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	The one who believed and is baptized will be saved.

Mark 16:16


1. What does the word “Baptism” mean?

2. List the Sacraments necessary for our salvation:

1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. __________________________

4. __________________________

3. Mention 3 symbols of Baptism in the Old Testament:

1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. __________________________

4. Mention 3 New Testament accounts that prove the importance of Baptism:
1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. __________________________

5. Through Baptism, we acquire:
1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. __________________________

4. __________________________

6. Prove from the Bible that Baptism was done by immersion:

7. Mention a biblical account that confirms the baptism of infants:



































































































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney and translated into English by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( from CHURCH SACRAMENTS, by Rev. Marcos Daoud, Dar El Alam El Arabi, Cairo, 1975, Chapter 1
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