[image: image1.png]




A Meeting with the messengers of Ahaziah 
Reference: 
2 Kings 2 

Introduction: 


Ahaziah felt through the lattice in his upper chamber in Samaria and lay sick, so he told his messengers, “Inquire of Beelzebub, the god of Ekron, whether I shall recover from this sickness.”

An angel of the Lord commanded Elijah to meet the King’s messengers and tell them that the King sinned when he inquired of the idols and did not inquire of God’s word. 


The punishment was, “You shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone, but you shall surely die.” 


The king sent three consecutive military regiments, and fire came down from heaven and killed each group. Later, the king died. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Elijah is taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire 
· Elisha’s attitude towards Elijah
· Elisha’s request to inherit a double share of Elijah’s spirit
· A chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

· Elijah’s spirit settled on Elisha. 

· The prophets searched for Elijah in the desert for three days; then they became certain of Elisha’s words when he said that Elijah was taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire. 

· Elisha was Elijah’s disciple; he followed the same footsteps of Elijah his master. 

II. Sources of power in the life of Elijah 

A. He was a man of truth; he bore witness to the truth and he did not fear rulers. 
· He was firm in faith, was not lenient and was a brave man. He did not fear any body. He was a man of great power who never surrendered when facing threats. 

B. He was a man of holiness, faith and chastity. 


He lived in the wilderness, his clothes were made of camel’s hair and he rejected the life of luxury; that is why he challenged Jezebel and Ahab and refused to accept anything from them. Because of his holiness, he was taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire. 

C. A man whose prayers had a powerful effect 


St. James the Apostle bore witness to him, saying that his prayer was powerful. His prayer was so powerful that the Lord heard him and answered his prayer. Prayer is the key to heaven, the door of the kingdom and the guarantee of everlasting life. 

D. A man of social justice 


He opposed injustice, slander and greediness. He neither feared the powerful nor backed them up at the cost of the weak. 


Because of his chastity, prayer and witness, he was worthy to appear to the disciples at the Transfiguration and to speak to the Lord, in His Glory, with Moses. When the Lord talked with them about the redemption that He was to offer for the Salvation of humanity, their faces were shining and the garment of the Lord were glistening as snow (Refer to Matthew 17: 3 and Mark 9:5). 

Application: 

· Why is consulting wizards, mediums and evil spirits dangerous? 

· What is your attitude if you meet one of those who consult these evil spirits? 

· How can we recognize the will of God in our life? 

· Give examples of saints who recognized the will of God, submitted to the will of the Lord in their life and did not disobey the Divine will (Paul the Apostle, St. Anthony, etc.). 

· Why do you admire Elisha’s request of Elijah at the end of his life on earth? 

· Of what importance is spiritual discipleship? 

· Give examples from the life of saints, especially from the monastic schools, to show the difference between spiritual discipleship and favoring a spiritual leader. 

· Make a thorough study of this case and show the danger of conflicting trends in the church, if there is any. 




II Kings 2

	1
	And it came to pass, when Jehovah would take up Elijah by a whirlwind into heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

	2
	And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for Jehovah hath sent me as far as Beth-el. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Beth-el.

	3
	And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy master from thy head to-day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

	4
	And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for Jehovah hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.

	5
	And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came near to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy master from thy head to-day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

	6
	And Elijah said unto him, Tarry here, I pray thee; for Jehovah hath sent me to the Jordan. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on.

	7
	And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood over against them afar off: and they two stood by the Jordan.

	8
	And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.

	9
	And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.

	10
	And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: [nevertheless], if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

	11
	And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, [there appeared] a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, which parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

	12
	And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof! And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.

	13
	He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of the Jordan.

	14
	And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they were divided hither and thither; and Elisha went over.

	15
	And when the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho over against him saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him.

	16
	And they said unto him, Behold now, there are with thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master, lest the Spirit of Jehovah hath taken him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not send.

	17
	And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found him not.

	18
	And they came back to him, while he tarried at Jericho; and he said unto them, Did I not say unto you, Go not?

	19
	And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, we pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is bad, and the land miscarrieth.

	20
	And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought it to him.

	21
	And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast salt therein, and said, Thus saith Jehovah, I have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or miscarrying.

	22
	So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the word of Elisha which he spake.

	23
	And he went up from thence unto Beth-el; and as he was going up by the way, there came forth young lads out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou baldhead; go up, thou baldhead.

	24
	And he looked behind him and saw them, and cursed them in the name of Jehovah. And there came forth two she-bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two lads of them.

	25
	And he went from thence to mount Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria.






2:1–14 THE LORD TAKES ELIJAH TO HEAVEN(
Overview: In spite of Elijah’s invitation to stop and stay in Gilgal, Elisha follows him first to Bethel and then on the way to Jericho (St. Ephrem). Elijah was better prepared to be taken up to heaven after crossing the Jordan, since in 1 Corinthians 10:2 Paul calls this incredible passage through water a baptism (Origen). God is everywhere wholly present in himself, not in things of which some have a greater capacity for him, others less (St. Augustine). Elijah left a double portion of grace and sanctity to Elisha, although he himself had a single spirit of holiness (Maximus). The word of Elijah came as a preparatory discipline to the people prepared by it, that they might be trained for the reception of the perfect Word (Origen). When Elijah was raised up to the heavens, he let the cloak with which he had been clothed fall to Elisha; when our Lord ascended into heaven, he left the mysteries of the humanity he had assumed to his disciples (Bede). Relieved of bodily weight by continuous fasting, Elijah flew to heaven as victor over death (Chrysologus).
2:1–7 Stay Here
Elisha Refuses to Obey Elijah. St. Ephrem the Syrian: Elijah, who now lived with Elisha, whom he had also consecrated as prophet according to a divine oracle, as has been said already, was with him every day, inseparably sharing with him the same way of life. When he was about to ascend into the chariots of fire, to leave and be raised to the clouds with that physical mass that drags us to the ground, after he had already crossed Gilgal and was going to reach Bethel, he ordered Elisha to stay in Gilgal. But Elisha did not obey him nor would he separate from him because those words carried him instead of completely imprisoning him. That is why, after all, Elijah took him with him. When both had reached Bethel, where they spent a few days, and Elijah was planning again to visit Jericho by himself, he ordered Elisha not to come along with him for the second time. But just as before, he continued to be disobedient and stubborn, as if he felt torn at the thought of being cut off from his master. Since he did not know what to do, Elijah consented to go again with him. Fifty more followed them. These were the sons of the prophets. On the Second Book of Kings 2.2–5.﻿1
2:8–9 Elijah Struck the Water with His Mantle
Elijah and Elisha Were Baptized in the Jordan. Origen: We must note in addition that when Elijah was about to be taken up in a whirlwind as into heaven, he took his sheepskin and rolled it up and struck the water, and it was divided on this side and that, and both crossed, that is to say, himself and Elisha. He was better prepared to be taken up after he was baptized in the Jordan, since Paul, as we explained previously, called the more incredible passage through water a baptism.2 It is because of this same Jordan that Elisha is capable of receiving the gift that he has desired through Elijah, for he said, “Let a double portion come on me in your spirit.” Perhaps he received the gift in the spirit of Elijah in a double measure on himself because he crossed the Jordan twice, once with Elijah, and a second time when he took the sheepskin of Elijah and struck the water and said, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah? And he struck the waters, and they divided on this side and that.” Commentary on the Gospel of John 6.238–39.﻿3
God Is Everywhere Wholly Present in Himself. St. Augustine: Therefore, he who is everywhere does not dwell in all, and he does not even dwell equally in those in whom he does dwell. Otherwise, what is the meaning of the request made by Elisha that there might be in him double the Spirit of God that was in Elijah? And how is it that among the saints some are more holy than others, except that they have a more abundant indwelling in God? How, then, did we speak the truth when we said above that God is everywhere wholly present if he is more amply present in some, less in others? But it should be noticed with care that we said he is everywhere wholly present in himself, not in things of which some have a greater capacity for him, others less. Letter 187.17.﻿4
2:10 Asking a Hard Thing
A Double Portion of Grace. Maximus of Turin: Angels bring Elijah to heaven, then, and angels watch over Elisha on earth. What is there to wonder at if angels, who carried away the master, protected the disciple? And what is noteworthy in the fact that the deference that they showed to the father they also manifested to the son? For he is the spiritual son of Elijah; he is the inheritor of his holiness. Justifiably is Elisha called the spiritual son of Elijah because when he went up to heaven Elijah left a double spirit of his grace to him. For when Elisha was given the right to ask for whatever he wanted before Elijah would be taken from him, he asked that a double portion of Elijah might be in him. Then Elijah said, “What you have asked is hard, but so it shall be for you.” O precious inheritance in which the inheritor is left more than is possessed and the one who receives obtains more than the giver owned! Clearly this is a precious inheritance that is doubled by a kind of meritorious interest when it is transferred from father to son. Elijah, therefore, left a double portion to Elisha, although he himself had a single spirit of holiness. In a marvelous way, then, Elijah left more grace on earth than he carried with him to heaven. Sermon 84.2.﻿5
2:11–14 Elijah Ascended into Heaven
Elijah Prepared the World to Receive the Divine Doctrine of Christ. Origen: But do not marvel in regard to what is said about Elijah, if, just as something strange happened to him different from all the saints who are recorded, in respect of his having been caught up by a whirlwind into heaven, so his spirit had something of choice excellence, so that not only did it rest on Elisha but also descended along with John at his birth; and that John, separately, “was filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb,” and separately “came before Christ in the spirit and power of Elijah.”6 For it is possible for several spirits not only worse, but also better, to be in the same person. David accordingly asks to be established by a free spirit﻿7 and that a right spirit be renewed in his inward parts.8 But if, in order that the Savior may impart to us of the “spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and reverence,”9 he was filled also with the spirit of the fear of the Lord; it is possible also that these several good spirits may be conceived as being in the person. And this also we have brought forward, because of John having come before Christ “in the spirit and power of Elijah,”10 in order that the saying “Elijah has already come”11 may be referred to the spirit of Elijah that was in John; as also the three disciples who had gone up with him understood that he spoke to them about John the Baptist.12 On Elisha, then, only the spirit of Elijah rested, but John came before, not only in the spirit but also in the power of Elijah. Wherefore, also, Elisha could not have been called Elijah, but John was Elijah himself. But if it is necessary to adduce the Scripture from which the scribes said that Elijah must first come, listen to Malachi, who says, “And behold, I will send to you Elijah the Tishbite,” down to the words “Lest I come and strike the earth utterly.”13 And it seems to be indicated by these words that Elijah was to prepare for the glorious coming of Christ by certain holy words and dispositions in their souls, those who had been made fittest for this, which those on earth could not have endured, because of the excellence of the glory, unless they had been prepared beforehand by Elijah. And likewise, by Elijah, in this place, I do not understand the soul of that prophet but his spirit and his power; for these it is by which all things shall be restored, so that when they have been restored, and, as a result of that restoration, become capable of receiving the glory of Christ, the Son of God who shall appear in glory may sojourn with them. But if also Elijah is in some sort a word inferior to “the word who was in the beginning with God, God the Word,”14 this word also might come as a preparatory discipline to the people prepared by it, that they might be trained for the reception of the perfect Word. Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew 13.2.﻿15
A Glorious Type of the Ascension of the Savior. Bede: The prophets proclaimed the mystery of the Lord’s ascension not only by their words but also by their actions. Both Enoch, the seventh [in the line of descent] from Adam,16 who was transported from the world,17 and Elijah, who was taken up into heaven, gave evidence that the Lord would ascend above all the heavens.…
Elijah presented an image of this festivity of the Lord by a miracle with richer significance. When the time in which he was to be taken away from the world was near, he came to the river Jordan with his disciple Elisha. With his rolled-up cloak he struck the waters, they were divided, and both of them crossed over on dry land. And he said to Elisha, “Ask what you want me to do before I am taken away from you,” and Elisha said, “I entreat you that your spirit may become double in me.” As they went on conversing together, behold, Elijah was suddenly snatched away, and, as the Scripture says, “He ascended as if into heaven.” By this action of his soaring aloft it is meant that [Elijah] was not taken up into heaven itself, as was our Lord, but into the height of the air [above the earth], from where he was borne invisibly to the joys of paradise. Elisha took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him; and, coming to the river Jordan, he struck the water with it, and after calling on God, he divided the water and crossed over.
Let your love take note, my brothers, how the symbolic event agrees point by point with its fulfillment. Elijah came to the river Jordan, and having laid aside his cloak, he struck the waters and divided them. The Lord came to the stream of death, in which the human race ordinarily was immersed, and laying aside from himself for a time the clothing of flesh that he had assumed, struck down death by dying and opened up for us the way to life by rising. The change and decline of our mortal life is properly represented by the river Jordan, since the meaning of Jordan in Latin is “their descent,” and since as the river flows into the Dead Sea, it loses its praiseworthy waters. After [the water of the river] Jordan was divided, Elijah and Elisha crossed over on dry land; by his rising from the dead the Savior bestowed on his faithful ones the hope of rising too. After they had crossed over the river Jordan, Elijah gave Elisha the option of asking for what he wanted. The Lord too, after the glory of his resurrection had been fulfilled, implanted in his disciples a fuller comprehension of what he had promised previously, that “whatever you ask in my name, I will do [for you].”18 Elisha asked that the spirit of Elijah might become double in him. The disciples, thoroughly instructed by the Lord, desired to receive the promised gift of the Spirit, which would make them capable of preaching not only to the single nation of Judah, which he himself taught when he was present in the flesh, but to all countries throughout the globe as well. Did he not pledge the double grace of his Spirit when he said, “A person who believes in me will himself also do the works that I do, and he will do even greater ones than these”? As Elijah and Elisha were conversing together, a chariot with fiery horses suddenly snatched Elijah as if into heaven. By the chariot and fiery horses we are to understand the angelic powers, of whom it is written, “He makes the angels his spirits and his ministers a burning fire”19 (Elijah, being an ordinary human being, had need of them to be raised up from the earth). The Lord too was suddenly taken up as he was speaking with his apostles and as they were looking on; although he was not assisted by the help of angels, he was served by an angelic band of companions. He was truly assumed into heaven with the angels also bearing witness to it, for they said [to the apostles], “This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven.”20 When Elijah was raised up to the heavens, he let the cloak with which he had been clothed fall to Elisha. When our Lord ascended into heaven, he left the mysteries of the humanity he had assumed to his disciples, to the entire church in fact, so that it could be sanctified by them and warmed by the power of his love. Elisha took up Elijah’s cloak and struck the waters of the river Jordan with it; and when he called on the God of Elijah, [the waters] were divided, and he crossed over. The apostles and the entire church took up the sacraments of their Redeemer that had been instituted through the apostles, so that, spiritually guided by them and cleansed and consecrated by them, they too learned to overcome death’s assaults by calling on the name of God the Father and to cross over to undying life, spurning the obstacles of death. Homilies on the Gospels 2.15.﻿21
Elijah Was Relieved of Bodily Weight by Fasting. Peter Chrysologus: A burdened stomach drags down the heart toward vices and depresses the mind to keep it unable to experience heavenly piety. Scripture tells us, “The corruptible body is a load on the soul, and the earthly habitation presses down the mind that muses on many things.”22 Hence, the Lord said, too, “Take heed lest your hearts be overburdened with self-indulgence and drunkenness.”23 Therefore, the stomach should be relieved by the tempering influence of a fast, so that the mind can be unburdened and attend to higher things, rise to virtues and like a winged bird fly in its entirety to the very Author of piety. The case of Elijah proves this. Relieved of bodily weight by continuing that fast that the Lord arranged, he flew to heaven as victor over death. Sermon 2.﻿24


ELIJAH ASCENDS TO HEAVEN(
Bible Reading:   II Kings 2

Golden Verse: 
"As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!” II Kings 2:6
Lesson Aims:

1. The relationship between Elijah and Elisha: having a spiritual guide
2. Review the sources of Elijah's strength
Lesson Notes:

1. Elisha was a disciple of Elijah.

2. A chariot of fire took Elijah up to heaven.

3. Read the book of Revelation to learn about when Elijah will return.

4. Sources of Elijah's Strength:

a. He defended righteousness.
b. He was a holy man.
c. He always prayed to God.
d. He was just.
e. He cared about the needy.

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2 Kings 2
1. Why is consulting wizards, mediums and evil spirits dangerous? 
2. What is your attitude if you meet one of those who consult these evil spirits? 
3. How can we recognize the will of God in our life? 
4. Give examples of saints who recognized the will of God, submitted to the will of the Lord in their life and did not disobey the Divine will (Paul the Apostle, St. Anthony, etc.)

5. Why do you admire Elisha’s request of Elijah at the end of his life on earth? 
6. Of what importance is spiritual discipleship? 
7. Give examples from the life of saints, especially from the monastic schools, to show the difference between spiritual discipleship and favoring a spiritual leader. 
8. Make a thorough study of this case and show the danger of conflicting trends in the church, if there is any. 

The prayer of a righteous man avails much.


James 5:16








( Conti, Marco ; Pilara, Gianluca: 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. Downers Grove, IL : InterVarsity Press, 2008 (Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture OT 5), S. 141
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