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The Second Meeting between Elijah and Ahab 
References: 
1 Kings 18 and 19 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Ahab and Obadiah 

Ahab called on Obadiah who was in charge of the palace. Obadiah revered the Lord greatly. When Jezebel was killing the Lord’s prophets, Obadiah took a hundred of them, hid them and provided them with food and water without fear, cowardice or humiliation. (Note how a man of a high rank can make use of his position for the glory of God. Refer to the character of Nehemiah and the character of Esther and all those who bear witness to the Lord in their positions) 

II. Is that you, O troubler of Israel? 


Notice how powerful Elijah was when he answered King Ahab. Refer to the words of the Baptist, “You brood of vipers.” But we should not speak of others in this way because we have no authority and our life is not like theirs. We do not have a message to deliver as the case was with them, but we should bear witness modestly and firmly. 

III. Elijah meets the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel 

· “How long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him, but if Baal is God, then follow him. And the people did not answer him a word.” (1 Kings 18:21) 
· Elijah was alone, facing four hundred and fifty men (Refer to Athanasius the apostolic when he was told that the whole world was against him and he said, “And I am against the world”). 

· Elijah mocked the prophets of Baal saying, “Cry aloud, either he is musing, or he has gone aside, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep, and must be awakened.” (1 Kings 18:27) 
· Notice the idols of the modern world, which people worship. They are not Baal but they are like it; examples: money, materials, lust, fame, degrees, vain atheistic philosophy, etc. But the man of God has only one God who loves him and died in body for his salvation. 

IV. Elijah’s attitude 

· We see Elijah repairing the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down, digging a trench around the altar, filling four jars with water and pouring water on the offering and the wood. Why did he do this? The whole situation was prayer and glorification to the Lord God of Israel; “Let it be known this day that You are God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that You, O Lord, are God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again” (1 Kings 18:36,37). God answered Elijah’s prayer; “Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench” (1 Kings 18:38). 
· How great is the young person who adheres to his principles, even if the whole world worshipped Baal. How great is the young person who does not respond to people’s gossip and is not affected by the social, economic and psychological stress. 

V. Elijah’s situation at Mount Carmel after God answered his prayers 

· He killed the prophets of Baal. 

· He climbed to the top of Mount Carmel where he bowed down to the ground with his head between his knees. 

· A little cloud appeared and heavy rain began to fall. 

VI. Elijah feared Jezebel’s threats 

· Elijah wished for death because of the threats of the evil woman Jezebel (a model for the weakness of human nature). The Lord does not leave his children alone. 

· The Lord sent an angel to Elijah. The angel gave him food to eat and water to drink. The food gave him enough strength to walk forty days. 

· Elijah stood before the Lord. 

· The Lord was not in the wind and He was not in the earthquake. The Lord was not in the fire. The Lord was in the soft whisper of a voice Meditate. 

· Elijah said, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life” (1 Kings 19:10). How weak he was when he thought of himself. 

· How weak he was also when he was afraid of the authority of man (Refer to Moses and how the Lord commanded him to take some of the spirit and give it to forty people). 

· But the Lord did not leave Himself without a witness. He kept for Himself seven thousand knees that have not bowed to Baal. Our faithlessness does not nullify the faithlessness of God who is able to raise up children to Abraham from stones. 

· We need to look upward to God alone so that we can get power from above. “I lift up my eyes to the hills. From whence does my help come? My help comes from the Lord. Behold, He who keeps Israel, will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper.” 

Activities: 

1. Why didn’t Obadiah want to deliver Elijah’s message to Ahab? 

2. What had Elijah done before meeting Ahab? 

3. In his Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul quoted Elijah’s words (Romans 11:2). Why did he choose this quotation and what was his comment on the prophet’s words? 

4. What are the acceptable, true attributes of the Christian witness and what are the false? 

5. What is the difference between holy zeal for God and fanaticism, anger and rage?
6. How can the believer resist the evil attitudes of the world, whether in the domain of lust or conformity to evil, and benefit from the life of Christ and the life of Elijah? 

7. What are the similarities and differences in character between the Lord Christ and Elijah? Site the Biblical events. 

· Elijah was a symbol of Christ in the following situations: 

a) Witnessing to the truth
b) Attacking false beliefs 

c) Standing alone in the most difficult situations 

· But Elijah was different from the Lord in the following: 

a) Violence
b) Weakness and fleeing from Jezebel
c) Considering the self and fear of loneliness
d) His need for external support
8. Memorize the following: 
· “How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” 

· “I am the Lord thy God; you shall not have strange Gods before Me.” 




I Kings 18

	1
	And it came to pass after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, "Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth."

	2
	So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab; and there was a severe famine in Samaria.

	3
	And Ahab had called Obadiah, who was in charge of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly.

	4
	For so it was, while Jezebel massacred the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah had taken one hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them with bread and water.)

	5
	And Ahab had said to Obadiah, "Go into the land to all the springs of water and to all the brooks; perhaps we may find grass to keep the horses and mules alive, so that we will not have to kill any livestock.

	6
	So they divided the land between them to explore it; Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself.

	7
	Now as Obadiah was on his way, suddenly Elijah met him; and he recognized him, and fell on his face, and said, "Is that you, my lord Elijah?"

	8
	And he answered him, "It is I. Go, tell your master, 'Elijah is here.' "

	9
	So he said, "How have I sinned, that you are delivering your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me?

	10
	"As the Lord your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my master has not sent someone to hunt for you; and when they said, 'He is not here,' he took an oath from the kingdom or nation that they could not find you.

	11
	"And now you say, 'Go, tell your master, "Elijah is here" '!

	12
	"And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from you, that the Spirit of the Lord will carry you to a place I do not know; so when I go and tell Ahab, and he cannot find you, he will kill me. But I your servant have feared the Lord from my youth.

	13
	"Was it not reported to my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the Lord, how I hid one hundred men of the Lord's prophets, fifty to a cave, and fed them with bread and water?

	14
	"And now you say, 'Go, tell your master, "Elijah is here." ' He will kill me!"

	15
	Then Elijah said, "As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely present myself to him today."

	16
	So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah.

	17
	Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, "Is that you, O troubler of Israel?"

	18
	And he answered, "I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father's house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and have followed the Baals.

	19
	"Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table."

	20
	So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on Mount Carmel.

	21
	And Elijah came to all the people, and said, "How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people answered him not a word.

	22
	Then Elijah said to the people, "I alone am left a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men.

	23
	"Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it.

	24
	"Then you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord; and the God who answers by fire, He is God." So all the people answered and said, "It is well spoken."

	25
	Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one bull for yourselves and prepare it first, for you are many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under it."

	26
	So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But there was no voice; no one answered. Then they leaped about the altar which they had made.

	27
	And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened."

	28
	So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood gushed out on them.

	29
	And when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention.

	30
	Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come near to me." So all the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down.

	31
	And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, "Israel shall be your name."

	32
	Then with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord; and he made a trench around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed.

	33
	And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood, and said, "Fill four waterpots with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood."

	34
	Then he said, "Do it a second time," and they did it a second time; and he said, "Do it a third time," and they did it a third time.

	35
	So the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled the trench with water.

	36
	And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and said, "Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word.

	37
	"Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that You are the Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again."

	38
	Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench.

	39
	Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, "The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!"

	40
	And Elijah said to them, "Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not let one of them escape!" So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Brook Kishon and executed them there.

	41
	Then Elijah said to Ahab, "Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain."

	42
	So Ahab went up to eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; then he bowed down on the ground, and put his face between his knees,

	43
	and said to his servant, "Go up now, look toward the sea." So he went up and looked, and said, "There is nothing." And seven times he said, "Go again."

	44
	Then it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, "There is a cloud, as small as a man's hand, rising out of the sea!" So he said, "Go up, say to Ahab, 'Prepare your chariot, and go down before the rain stops you.' "

	45
	Now it happened in the meantime that the sky became black with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy rain. So Ahab rode away and went to Jezreel.

	46
	Then the hand of the Lord came upon Elijah; and he girded up his loins and ran ahead of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.


I Kings 19

	1
	And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, also how he had executed all the prophets with the sword.

	2
	Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time."

	3
	And when he saw that, he arose and ran for his life, and went to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.

	4
	But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a broom tree. And he prayed that he might die, and said, "It is enough! Now, Lord, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!"

	5
	Then as he lay and slept under a broom tree, suddenly an angel touched him, and said to him, "Arise and eat."

	6
	Then he looked, and there by his head was a cake baked on coals, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank, and lay down again.

	7
	And the angel of the Lord came back the second time, and touched him, and said, "Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for you."

	8
	So he arose, and ate and drank; and he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights as far as Horeb, the mountain of God.

	9
	And there he went into a cave, and spent the night in that place; and behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and He said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"

	10
	So he said, "I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life."

	11
	Then He said, "Go out, and stand on the mountain before the Lord." And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake;

	12
	and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.

	13
	So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"

	14
	And he said, "I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life."

	15
	Then the Lord said to him: "Go, return on your way to the Wilderness of Damascus; and when you arrive, anoint Hazael as king over Syria.

	16
	"Also you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over Israel. And Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place.

	17
	"It shall be that whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill.

	18
	"Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him."

	19
	So he departed from there, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he was with the twelfth. Then Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle on him.

	20
	And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah, and said, "Please let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you." And he said to him, "Go back again, for what have I done to you?"

	21
	So Elisha turned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen and slaughtered them and boiled their flesh, using the oxen's equipment, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and followed Elijah, and became his servant.




(
18:1–18 ELIJAH PRESENTS HIMSELF TO AHAB
Overview: God teaches Elijah, through the affliction of the child who had died, that he also is grieved for his creatures tormented by starvation and thirst. The Lord orders Elijah to appear before Ahab exactly on the day when the king was searching for food to feed the horses and mules of his house, in order that the impious king may come to know the providence of God toward all creatures (St. Ephrem). While a rich person is a slave subject to his properties, one who has nothing fears no confiscation or loss of riches (St. Chrysostom). God gives Elijah authority over the spirit of the king (St. Ephrem).
18:1 God Will Send Rain
God Intends to Move Elijah to Compassion. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “After many days the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third year of the drought, saying, ‘Go, present yourself to Ahab; I will send rain on the earth.’ ” The Lord, by giving life back to the child, granted grace to Elijah. He had taught him through the affliction of the child, who had died, that his Lord was also grieved for His creatures tormented by starvation and thirst, even though He did not want to destroy or sever the link of the word of His servant against His will. After preparing the spirit of Elijah through this thought, He calls him and says to him, “Go, present yourself to Ahab; I will send rain on the earth.” On the First Book of Kings 18.1.﻿1
18:5 Grass to Keep the Horses and Mules Alive
A Way to Show God’s Mercy to the Impious King. St. Ephrem the Syrian: Observe again and see how the Lord orders Elijah to appear before Ahab exactly on the day when [the king] had taken up the heavy burden of searching for food to feed the horses and the mules of his house. This was part of the divine plan, so that the impious king might come to know the providence of God toward all creatures, even toward horses and mules, and to realize how much more the Creator would be ready to make up the indigence of the king if he had not been ungrateful to God and had not lightheartedly taken advantage of his favors. And God showed this same benevolence of His good will and indulgence toward animals when He said to Jonah, “And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons, who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”2 On the First Book of Kings 18.1.﻿3
18:17–18 I Have Not Troubled Israel, but You Have
Poverty Produces Boldness. St. John Chrysostom: Were Elijah and John then lacking in boldness? Did not the one reprove Ahab, and the other Herod? The latter said, “It is not lawful for you to have your Brother Philip’s wife.”4 And Elijah said to Ahab with boldness: “It is not I that trouble Israel, but you and your father’s house.” You see that this poverty especially produces boldness? For while the rich person is a slave, being subject and in the power of every one wishing to do him hurt, one who has nothing fears no confiscation or fine. So, if poverty had made people to lack in boldness, Christ would not have sent his disciples with poverty to a work requiring great boldness. On the Epistle to the Hebrews 18.4.﻿5
Elijah’s Reproach. St. Ephrem the Syrian: When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” He answered, “I have not troubled Israel; but you have, and your father’s house.” “It is you and your father Omri who ruined this people, because through your abominable customs and your evil commandments you corrupted their spirit and their worship and ridiculed the holy law that God had given them, and for that reason rain and dew stopped falling from heaven, and people were overwhelmed by starvation. Therefore it is not my words, which are good, but it is your actions, which are disgusting and trouble Israel.” And this freedom of speech torments Ahab greatly, but he does not fight back or rebuke Elijah about anything, as is related in the two histories of the kings, so that you may know the authority that the Lord had given Elijah over the spirit of the king and the fear toward His prophet that He had put in [Ahab’s] heart. This is what [God] had done in the ancient times to Pharaoh through Moses and Aaron, when they spoke with harshness and afflicted him [with their actions] even more than with their words. On the First Book of Kings 18.8.﻿6
18:19–40 THE DEFEAT OF THE PRIESTS OF BAAL
Overview: The priests of Baal rely on their slyness in order to defeat the authority of Elijah, but to no avail. With the words “I alone am left as a prophet to the Lord,” Elijah did not calumniate the just, because they were no longer to be found, but rather he was denouncing sinners (St. Ephrem). Elijah orders the priests of Baal to sacrifice first, in order to show that he is not trying to take any advantage over them (Isho‘dad). In passing among the pieces of the victim lying on the altar, the priests of Baal make use of a typical pagan practice (St. Ephrem). Elijah and the priests of Baal had fixed a deadline for the fire, which had to burn the bull, in order that nobody might find any excuse about the failure of his sacrifice (Isho‘dad). In pouring water on the wood and in calling the fire on it, Elijah foreshadows the baptism in Christ and in the fire of the Holy Spirit (St. Ambrose, Origen). Elijah, who abolished the sacrifices of the pagan priests through the burnt offering, gives us a living image of the whole burnt offering, which the Emmanuel made on the mount Golgotha (St. Ephrem). The fire that burns the victim on the wood symbolizes the breath of the Holy Spirit, which consumes every sin (St. Ambrose). Elijah, who was concerned for the safety of the assembly, killed the priests of Baal in order to be the only one who could be accused of their murder (St. Ephrem).
18:19 Israel and the Prophets of Baal Assemble at Mount Carmel
Any Hope in the Slyness of Baal’s Prophets Is Vain. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “Have all Israel assemble for me at Mount Carmel.” Now, it is amazing how the king obeyed Elijah, who asked him for a general gathering of the people; and how also the people obeyed him humbly, even though he bitterly reproached them for their evil actions. It is also amazing how his request was granted, when he asked to be allowed to fight against the prophets of Baal. It is certain that they could not find a way to avoid meeting him, and they even looked for him, if it is true what some of the doctors﻿1 say. And we also know that in our days false and deceiving people do the same. Therefore they thought that the prophets of Baal would make an altar in which they would have someone, who, at their sign, would set the fire and destroy the wood and the bull that were on the altar. And since they were confident in this scheme, they came to the fight, confident of the expected victory and in order to provoke Elijah. On the First Book of Kings 18.8.﻿2
18:22 The Only Prophet of the Lord Left
An Accusation Against Sinners. St. Ephrem the Syrian: When Elijah said, “I alone am left as a prophet to the Lord,” he was not speaking against the just, because they were no [longer] to be found. Rather he was denouncing sinners, because they had done away with [the just]. He did not wish it to be, therefore, that he alone be found just, and for this reason, he could not be found by them for three years,3 for he had discovered that they were not worthy of being visited by God. Commentary on Tatian’s Diatessaron 7.14.﻿4
18:25 Choose One Bull and Prepare It First
No Excuse for the Priests of Baal. Isho‘dad of Merv: [Elijah] ordered [the prophets of Baal] to sacrifice first, in order that they might not have any excuse [by saying], “If we had sacrificed first, [Baal] would have accepted our sacrifice, but now he is angry with us, because we have sacrificed last.” They planned to set the fire secretly, according to their custom, but were prevented by divine power at this time. Books of Sessions 1 Kings 18.25.﻿5
18:26 They Limped Around the Altar
The Dance of the Prophets of Baal. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “They limped about the altar that they had made.” This means they had cut the bull in pieces and passed among the pieces lying on the altar by going from side to side. The Scripture shows us another image of this in the sacrifice of Abraham. He divided the animals and saw a torch of fire passing among the pieces.6 And Jeremiah mentions something similar when he reproaches the Jews because they had become similar to the pagan people and passed among the pieces of their sacrifices: “I will make [those who transgressed my covenant] like the calf which they cut in two and passed between its parts—the officials of Judah, the officials of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests and all the people of the land who passed between the parts of the calf shall be handed over to their enemies.”7 On the First Book of Kings 18.26.﻿8
18:29 Until the Time of the Offering
A Time Fixed for the Sacrifice. Isho‘dad of Merv: [Elijah and the prophets of Baal] had agreed to fix a specific time and deadline [by saying], “We will stay until this hour, and he whose sacrifice is not accepted will die.” Otherwise they might have said, “Today [our sacrifice] was not accepted, but it will be accepted tomorrow.” Books of Sessions 1 Kings 18.29.﻿9
18:33–34 Elijah Prepares a Sacrifice
A Type of the Baptism in Christ. St. Ambrose: Moreover, if anyone has not been baptized, let him be converted all the more securely by receiving the remission of his sins, [so that baptism] as a kind of fire may consume his sins, because Christ baptizes in fire and spirit. Hence, you read of this type in the books of Kings, where Elijah placed wood upon the altar and told them to pour water on it from urns. “And he said, ‘Do the same the second time.’ And they did it the second time. And he said, ‘Do the same also the third time,’ ” and when the water dripped about, Elijah prayed, and fire descended from heaven. You, O mortal, are on an altar, you who are purified by water and whose sin is burned out that life may be renewed; for fire consumes wood and stubble. Do not fear the fire through which you are enlightened. Therefore it is said to you, “Come to Him to be enlightened.”10 Take up the yoke of Christ; do not fear because it is a yoke; hasten because it is light. It does not bruise the neck but adorns it. Why do you hesitate, why do you delay? It does not bind the neck with chains but unites the mind by grace. On Elijah and Fasting 22.83.﻿11
Christ Baptizes with the Holy Spirit and Fire. Origen: And what is the source of your belief that Elijah who is to come will baptize? Did he not even baptize the wood on the altar in the times of Ahab, when it required a bath that it might be burned up when the Lord appeared in fire? He commanded the priests to do this, and not only once, for he says, “Do it a second time, when also they did it a second time,” and “Do it a third time, when also they did it a third time.” How, then, will he who did not himself baptize at that time, but gave the task to others, baptize when he has come in fulfillment of the things said by Malachi?12 Christ, therefore, does not baptize in water, but his disciples.13 He reserves for Himself the act of baptizing with the Holy Spirit and fire.14 Commentary on the Gospel of John 6.125.﻿15
18:38 The Fire of the Lord Consumed the Offering
A Living Image of the Emmanuel. St. Ephrem the Syrian: Elijah, who on mount Carmel abolished the sacrifices of the pagan priests, ministers of vanity, through the burnt offering which he offered to the living God, gives us a living image of the burnt Offering that the Emmanuel made on Mount Golgotha, bringing to an end through His own Sacrifice which was offered only once,16 all the sacrifices prescribed by Moses, as well as the burnt offerings which the pagans offered to their infamous gods. “Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones and the dust, and even licked up the water that was in the trench.” You acted justly, Elijah, and quite wisely! Your fire will consume the stones, and the worshipers of the stones﻿17 will blush for their shame. It will consume the wood, and those who make their gods out of carved wood will be upset and will turn away from their madness. It will consume the bull, so that nobody may ever worship the bull. On the First Book of Kings 18.26–38.﻿18
The Breath of the Holy Spirit Consumes Every Sin. St. Ambrose: In the time of Elijah, also, fire came down when he challenged the prophets of the heathen to light up the altar without fire. When they could not do so, he poured water three times over his victim, so that the water ran around about the altar; then he cried out, and the fire fell from the Lord from heaven and consumed the burnt offering. You are that victim. Contemplate in silence each single point. The breath of the Holy Spirit descends on you; He seems to burn you when He consumes your sins. The sacrifice that was consumed in the time of Moses was a sacrifice for sin, wherefore Moses said, as is written in the book of the Maccabees: “Because the sacrifice for sin was not to be eaten, it was consumed.”19 Does it not seem to be consumed for you when in the sacrament of baptism the whole outer person perishes? “Our old self is crucified,”20 the apostle exclaims. Herein, as the example of the Fathers teaches us, the Egyptian is swallowed up—the Hebrew arises renewed by the Holy Spirit, as he also crossed the Red Sea dry shod—where our fathers were baptized in the cloud and in the sea.21 Duties of the Clergy 3.18.106–7.﻿22
18:40 Elijah Killed the Priests of Baal
Elijah’s Concern for the Safety of the Assembly. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “Elijah brought them down to the Wadi Kishon, and cut their throats﻿23 there.” There is no doubt that the people rose against the prophets of shame and brought them before Elijah. But it is not entirely clear who killed them. The Scripture says that Elijah cut their throats. And this is in perfect agreement with the true spirit of Elijah, who was concerned for the safety of the assembly: he tried to be the only one who could be accused of the murder of the prophets. Indeed, he knew that Jezebel would have claimed vengeance for the shed blood of her priests. On the First Book of Kings 18.40.﻿24
18:41–46 ELIJAH PUTS AN END TO THE DROUGHT
Overview: Elijah, seeing that the people had turned away from their evil thoughts and that the priests of Baal had received a just sentence, announces the rain to the king. In order to show clearly that Elijah had bound the heavens and now opened them, it was necessary that the people see the prophet in the act of causing the rain to come down through the power of his prayer (St. Ephrem). Elijah prayed for rain to come on the earth, while Christ prayed that divine grace might come down into human hearts (St. Augustine). Elijah ran to Ahab to comfort him in his distress and fear for the sudden weather changes, but the king was unworthy of the honor accorded to him by the prophet (St. Ephrem).
18:41 A Sound of Rushing Rain
A Reward for the Repentance of the People. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “Elijah said to Ahab, ‘Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of rushing rain.’ ” Elijah, after acknowledging that the people, thanks to the miracle that he had showed them, had turned away from their evil thoughts, and that the priests of Baal, their deceivers, had received a just sentence, wisely prophesies and announces the rain to the king. And he asks his Lord for a new miracle, in order to confirm his first miracle and accomplish his promise. Indeed, he had promised his people to give them rain if they repented of their iniquity. Therefore he prophesies [the coming of the rain], because he is certain that God is reconciled with his people in consequence of their repentance and the killing of the prophets who had misled them. On the First Book of Kings 18.40.﻿1
18:42 Elijah Went to the Top of Carmel
Elijah Must Show the Power of His Prayer. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel.” He does not go to Jerusalem in order to offer a sacrifice to the Lord, even though he knows the commandment of the law, which prevents the Jews from sacrificing outside the place that God had appointed as holy for them. He goes up to top of the Carmel in order to ask for rain, even though he knows that Solomon had mentioned the rain in his prayer for the people﻿2 and the Lord had promised him that he would have given rain to those who prayed to him inside the temple of Jerusalem. Therefore Elijah prayed, so that they might see the miracle, because many of them still had not realized that the famine that overwhelmed them had been sent by the Lord through Elijah, who had prayed to him. In order that the word might confirm that Elijah had bound the heavens and now opened them, it was necessary that the people saw the prophet kneeling down in prayer, in the act of causing the rain to come down through his prayer. On the First Book of Kings 18.42.﻿3
18:44 A Little Cloud Rose from the Sea
Elijah Prayed Seven Times. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “Look, a little cloud no bigger than a person’s hand is rising out of the sea.” Before going up, Elijah prayed seven times. He did this, in the first place, in order to invite the people who were waiting for the rain, to meditate on the greatness of the grace that they received from their Lord; second, in order to teach them that even if their prayers were not fulfilled [immediately], they should not cease from multiplying their prayers until they were fulfilled at the time appointed by God. And at the seventh time a cloud bringing rain appeared, so that they might know that God had released [them] from the bondage of the famine into the abundance of his mercy in the fourth year, even though he had originally fixed the term to the seventh. On the First Book of Kings 18.44.﻿4
Elijah as a Type of Christ. St. Augustine (Caesarius of Arles): After this blessed Elijah presented himself to the king, “went up to Mount Carmel and put his head between his knees,” praying the Lord to send rain on the earth. “And he said to his servant, ‘Look toward the sea.’ ” When the boy reported that he saw nothing at all, he told him, “Go and look seven times.” The seventh time he returned and said, “ ‘I see a little cloud rising out of the sea like a person’s foot.’ And suddenly the heavens grew dark, and there fell a great rain.” For this reason, as we said, Elijah prefigured our Lord and Savior. Elijah prayed and offered sacrifice; Christ offered himself as a spotless sacrifice for the whole world. Elijah prayed for rain to come on the earth; Christ prayed that divine grace might come down into the hearts of humankind. When Elijah told his servant, “Go and look seven times,” he signified the sevenfold grace of the Holy Spirit that was to be given to the church. When he declared that he saw a little cloud rising out of the sea, it prefigured the body of Christ, which was to be born in the sea of this world. Therefore, lest anyone doubt, he said that the cloud had the foot of a person who said, “Who do people say the Son of man is?”5 After three years and six months, rain came down from heaven at the prayer of Elijah, because at the coming of our Lord and Savior the rain of the word of God happily watered the whole world during the three years and six months in which he deigned to preach. Just as at the coming of Elijah all the priests of the idols were killed and destroyed, so at the advent of the true Elijah, our Lord Jesus Christ, the wicked observances of the pagans were destroyed. Sermon 124.5.﻿6
18:45–46 Elijah Ran in Front of Ahab
Ahab Is Unworthy of the Honor Accorded Him. St. Ephrem the Syrian: In my opinion Elijah accorded a great honor to Ahab, of which he was unworthy, when he ran in front of him like a servant. And there are two reasons for this. In the first place, [the prophet intended] to comfort with his company the terrified and trembling king who was troubled in his spirit by the sudden weather changes that had occurred. It seems that he was taken by a great fear when, in a second, the sun had veiled its light and a heavy darkness had spread over all the land. And in that obscure and thick darkness he saw lightning and heard terrifying peals of thunder and a storm of violent winds and the rain falling like a cataract. Indeed, it was necessary that the atmosphere was clothed with such a dress in order to show the greatness of the sign that God had accomplished before his prophet. But the main reason for this action was that the king, who saw the honor that the prophets, messengers of the Highest, accorded to him, might learn that he had to honor God, his Creator, over all things, might be converted, might fulfill his commandments, observe his laws and obey the prophets sent to him.
See the humility of Elijah, and admire his wisdom before the pride, insanity and foolishness of Ahab. I certainly call mad and senseless one who, after seeing the wind, the water, the fire and the weather subjected to the power of Elijah, and hearing the entire people proclaim his power similar to that of God, did not recognize the excellence of his dignity, did not admire his action or honor his person, but in the excess of his pride, let him march before him, as a servant precedes one who is superior to him many times over. Indeed, the king should have let the prophet climb up and sit with him on his chariot. On the First Book of Kings 18.46.﻿7
19:1–8 ELIJAH’S FLIGHT FROM JEZEBEL

Overview: Jezebel decides to postpone her revenge against Elijah because she fears to infuriate the people and to be stoned (St. Ephrem). The providence of God caused the fear in Elijah’s soul, because he had slightly turned away from him (Isho‘dad). Elijah’s flight was merely inspired by wisdom, as he had to protect his life and soul from any danger. The death Elijah is asking for is not the one with which Jezebel had threatened him but a different kind of death (Ephrem). Fear proceeds from a disturbance of the soul, which cannot be faultless (Jerome). A great prophet like Elijah was not fleeing a woman but this world (St. Ambrose). The bread baked in the ashes, which the angel offers to Elijah, signifies the toils of penitence (St. Ephrem).
19:2 Elijah’s Oath
Jezebel Did Not Take Her Revenge Immediately. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, ‘So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.’ ” The insane woman contemplated that after learning from the king what Elijah had done to the prophets of Baal. However, she postponed the revenge that she desired, until the people, who were around [the prophet], were dispersed. In fact, in spite of her madness, she feared to be stoned if the people discovered her scheme to kill the prophet, who was well-known for the justice of his customs and had been seen in the act of releasing the clouds and making rain and fire, through which he had benefited his people by humiliating the arrogance of the friends of Baal and by defeating completely the famine. On the First Book of Kings 19.2.﻿1
19:3 Elijah Fled for His Life
God’s Providence Benefits and Corrects. Isho‘dad of Merv: Somebody may ask why Elijah, who did not fear Ahab’s authority, was frightened and fled when Jezebel sent him the message. We answer: The providence of God is directed by him and proceeds toward us in two different ways: either by means of benefits or corrections. This is evident from many events. When [Elijah] stopped the heavens,2 and tortured the Jews through a famine,3 and killed the prophets of Baal﻿4 and made the fire come down on the fifty and fifty,5 he did not tremble before the king because [God’s] providence assisted him. But when he slightly turned away from him, he could not resist before Jezebel’s threats. The same thing happened to David. He was brave and warlike when the army of Israel was frightened by Goliath, and he killed Goliath, because he was supported by divine providence.6 But when he was tested through divine desertion, even though the generals of his army surrounded him, he was afraid of the other Philistine.7 Books of Sessions 1 Kings 19.2.﻿8
A Flight Inspired by Wisdom. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life.” It was out of wisdom that he turned away from danger, because it was absolutely wrong that he disposed of his soul, since he had no reason to give it to death, but, on the contrary, he had every reason to keep it alive. And that was done so that the prophets of falsehood might not say that the god—whose worship he had disrupted, whose sacrifices he had despised and whose prophets he had killed—had handed him over to the power of the queen. On the First Book of Kings 19.3.﻿9
19:4 Elijah Asked to Die
What Kind of Death Does Elijah Request? St. Ephrem the Syrian: “He came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die.” He hopes for death, but not for the one with which Jezebel had threatened him, that is, the one that would have given the prophets of Baal the pretext to say that Baal had defeated the God of Israel, otherwise he would have never abandoned his servant in such a danger: therefore he had forsaken him by force. On the First Book of Kings 19.4.﻿10
Fear Cannot Be Faultless. St. Jerome: Elijah, whom John the Baptist followed in spirit and virtue and who caused fire to fall from heaven and the waters of the Jordan to part by his prayers, was afraid of Jezebel and fled, and exhausted, he sat down in the wilderness under a tree, and, wearied from walking, he prayed for death, saying, “It is enough for me, Lord, take away my soul, for I am no better than my ancestors.” Who can deny that he was a just man? And yet fear, not to mention of a woman, but of a human being, proceeds from a disturbance of the soul, which cannot be faultless, as David says: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what people can do to me.”11 Against the Pelagians 2.21.﻿12
Fleeing the Impiety of the World. St. Ambrose: To be sure, it was not a woman that such a great prophet was fleeing, but it was this world. And it was not death that he feared, for he offered himself to the one that searched for him and said to the Lord, “Take my soul.” He endured a weariness of this life, not a desire for it, but he was fleeing worldly enticement and the contagion of filthy conduct and the impious acts of an unholy and sinful generation. Flight from the World 6.34.﻿13
19:5–8 A Cake and a Jar of Water
The Symbolism of Elijah’s Meal. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him and said, ‘Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.’ ” Elijah was sleeping under a tree. Now an angel came to him and woke him up (sleep was weighing him down because of his fatigue, affliction and discouragement) and provided him with strength and comfort through the meal that he prepared for him. The nourishment of the prophet consisted of bread baked in the ashes and his drink of water. “And he said, ‘The journey will be too much for you,’ ” that is, “you will not escape the affliction which you fear, through your death, as you believe, but through your flight. Therefore the journey is too long for you, and it is not like going to Cherith, a place close by. Rather, you are leaving for a distant location among foreign people where you will get peace and prosperity. That is why, until you are allowed to do so, you must eat and drink and prepare yourself to be strong enough for a long journey, because in a barren and desert land, you will not find any food.”
Allegorically the bread baked in the ashes, which the vigilant [the angel] offers to Elijah, has two different meanings: on the one side, it immediately shows the toils of penitence which the ashes symbolize perfectly, since they are a figure of mourning and of a contrite heart; the unleavened bread soaked in ashes and the water are also the food of the poor and the miserable. But we can say, with greater accuracy, that they are figures of all the righteous, for whom the providence of the Creator has established a course of life in the paths of privation. Therefore he leads them through much suffering, privation of food and a severe fast in order to purify them completely from all the filth of earthly things. Then he guides them to the mountain, which is the perfection and the accomplishment of the saints. On the First Book of Kings 19.4.﻿14
19:9–18 THE LORD SPEAKS TO ELIJAH AT HOREB

Overview: Elijah confirms again before God his zeal in condemning and fighting any form of idolatry and impiety. The earthquake and the fire kindled by the strong winds prefigure the type of the dreadful signs that will precede the final Day of Judgment. Elijah did not move from his original severity, even when he saw the image of the benevolence of his Lord. Elijah anoints Hazael, Jehu and Elisha, who will become the avengers of the iniquity of Ahab, Jezebel and the people. Only seven thousand people remained faithful to the true religion of God and gave victory to Israel (St. Ephrem). The words “I have left me seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal” mean that not only the Gentiles have been called to salvation, but the Jews as well (Origen).
19:9–10 What Are You Doing Here, Elijah?
Elijah’s Severity in Condemning Sin and Idolatry. St. Ephrem the Syrian: Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” After reaching Horeb, the mountain of God, Elijah spent the night in a cave, and on the next day, when he heard the noise of God coming to him, he went out to the entrance of the cave where he heard him saying, “What are you doing?” And he answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. That is why I have stopped the heavens, so that it might no longer rain on the sinners, or on the earth either so that it might not give them any food, even though this seems to be a mild punishment for those who deserve a harsh and cruel torture. Should I have been quiet and kept silent while I was seeing the apostasy of an impious people that despised your commandments, abandoned your covenant made on this mountain, and exchanged you for Baal, the idol of the Sidonians, and for the vain cults of the pagans? Or should I have endured the insanity of Jezebel, who persecuted and killed your prophets? But I stood, thanks to the abundance of your mercy, because your powerful hand protected me at the Wadi Cherith and in Zarephath of Sidon. And now you have led me to your sacred mountain, even though the mad queen does not cease from setting up ambushes to destroy my soul.” On the First Book of Kings 19.9.﻿1
19:11–12 A Great Wind, an Earthquake and a Fire
Figures Announcing Judgment Day. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind.” Now, after the wind, the earthquake came, and after the earthquake the fire, and [Elijah] noticed that the Lord was not in the earthquake or in the fire. This was the purpose of such a revelation: the Lord wanted to instruct the prophet through various figures in order to correct his excessive zeal and to lead him to imitate, according to righteousness, the providence of the most High who regulates the judgments of his justice through the abundant mercy of his grace. From the allegorical point of view this is the meaning of the frightening signs that precede the coming of the Lord: the earthquake and the fire kindled by the strong winds prefigure the type of the dreadful signs that will precede the final day of judgment. On the First Book of Kings 19.11.﻿2
19:13–14 What Are You Doing Here, Elijah?

Elijah Does Not Recede from His Severity. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant.’ ” He stayed at the entrance of the cave because he did not dare approach the Lord who was coming to him. He wrapped his face, saying, “The creature is not worthy of seeing his Creator.” But he did not move from his first thought, even though he saw the image of the benevolence of his Lord in the symbol that was presented to him, and in addition he experienced his admirable mercy and ineffable love for human beings. Who would not have been astonished by the word of the divine majesty who asked him with love, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” But Elijah did not change his mind or shut his mouth. Instead he rose against the sinners once again and complained about the sons of his people before the Lord who asked him the reason for his flight. On the First Book of Kings 19.13.﻿3
19:15–17 Anoint Hazael and Jehu as Kings and Elisha as Prophet
The Three Anointings. St. Ephrem the Syrian: “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.” As I have already said, “the sound of a sweet word”4 which comes after the storm and the fire divulged this good news. And what follows this manifestation fits perfectly with this context: Elijah, who had so far fled from Jezebel the queen, is now sent to anoint the kings and to hallow the prophets. And he anoints Hazael as king of Aram with his word; Jehu, son of Namsi, as king of Israel, judge of Ahab and avenger of innocent blood with oil; and Elisha [as prophet] with his mantle. Now, since the Lord had decided that those who had been condemned by Elijah because of their rebellion should receive the just retribution for their iniquity, their condemnation was prepared in this way: a part of the people would be punished by Hazael, king of Aram, whereas Ahab and Jezebel would receive their condemnation from Jehu; finally, if anything had been overlooked by them, Elisha would accomplish the task through the authority that the Lord had given him. And the people truly deserved punishment for not turning from their error. Even after learning the truth through the great and obvious signs that Elijah had performed, they did not abandon the worship of Baal. Also the sins of Ahab and Jezebel were great, well known and evident, and both of them had to be harshly punished for that reason. And since Jezebel had appointed new priests of Baal, her god, in order to replace those who had been killed by Elijah, it was necessary that they received the same punishment as their predecessors.
In addition, other reasons obliged Elijah to raise Elisha to the dignity of prophet exactly at that time when he was about to leave this world: first, in order to assist him in the time of affliction; second, in order to confirm through his word the event of the kidnapping of his master and his ascension to heaven because nobody had ever heard anything like that before. Therefore [Elijah elevated Elisha to the dignity of prophet] in order to cut short the lies of the priests of Baal who could not commend the works of Elijah, their persecutor, and tried with all their might to persuade the people with false words that the disciples of Elijah had entirely invented the kidnapping of their master and pretended that God had raised him to heaven. On the First Book of Kings 19.13.﻿5
19:18 Seven Thousand in Israel
The Righteous Will Give Victory to Israel. St. Ephrem the Syrian: Through these words it is clear that seven thousand people remained faithful to the true religion of the ancestors, while the others had turned away from it, even though at the time of Jeroboam, king of the ten tribes, it is written that 800,000 men came out with him to fight.6 But it is wonderful how this small troop was precious in the eyes of the Lord, and how, because of it, he gave a double victory to the sons of their people and to Ahab, their king, who were absolutely unworthy of it. The Scripture says that in those days Ben-hadad, king of Aram, came against Samaria with thirty-two kings.7 Now 7,000 men with 232 youths, who preceded the troop, came out of the city,8 and fought against the Arameans, and killed them﻿9 and defeated that great army. On the First Book of Kings 19.18.﻿10
Called to Salvation. Origen: [The apostle Paul], treating of those who belong to the circumcision, says, “Those who serve to the example and shadow of heavenly things.”11 Now perhaps, through these illustrations, no doubt will be entertained regarding the five books of Moses by those who hold the writings of the apostle as divinely inspired. And if they require, with respect to the rest of the history, that those events that are contained in it should be considered as having happened for an example to those of whom they are written, we have observed that this also has been stated in the epistle to the Romans, where the apostle adduces an instance from the third book of Kings, saying, “I have left me seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal”;12 which expression Paul understood as figuratively spoken of those who are called Israelites according to the election, in order to show that the advent of Christ had not only now been of advantage to the Gentiles but that very many even of the race of Israel had been called to salvation. On First Principles 4.1.13.﻿13

ELIJAH & KING AHAB(
Bible Reading:  
I Kings 18 & 19

Golden Verse: 
“How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him.” I Kings 18: 21

Lesson Aims:

1. Elijah as a witness to God.

2. To teach us how to follow God
Lesson Notes:

1. Obadiah had taken care of 100 prophets and hid them from Jezebel, Ahab's wife.

2. Elijah confronts Ahab and the prophets of Baal.

a. Elijah shows courage in accusing Ahab of abandoning the Lord's commandments.

b. He calls on the people of Israel to go back and worship the Lord.

c. Elijah, by himself, challenges the 450 prophets of Baal.

d. Elijah repaired the altar of the Lord and offered his sacrifice, and the Lord accepts his offering.

3. Elijah prays to God and asks for rain, and God listens, sending dark clouds and heavy rains.

4. Jezebel wanted to kill Elijah.

5. For the first time, Elijah is afraid and runs away.

6. In his weakness, God takes care of him.

a. The angel fed him.

b. He was able to travel for 40 days to Horeb without anymore food.

c. God appears to him and gives him strength.

d. He returns to continue his task with King Ahab and the people of Israel.


NAME: ____________________________  

First                    last                

The Second Meeting between Elijah and Ahab 
Read: I Kings Chapter 18 & 19
[image: image2.png]Verse to memorize:  

	How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.
1 Kings 18:21


1. Why didn’t Obadiah want to deliver Elijah’s message to Ahab? 

2. What had Elijah done before meeting Ahab? 

3. In his Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul quoted Elijah’s words (Romans 11:2). Why did he choose this quotation and what was his comment on the prophet’s words? 

4. What are the acceptable, true attributes of the Christian witness and what are the false? 

5. What is the difference between holy zeal for God and fanaticism, anger and rage?
6. How can the believer resist the evil attitudes of the world, whether in the domain of lust or conformity to evil, and benefit from the life of Christ and the life of Elijah? 

7. What are the similarities and differences in character between the Lord Christ and Elijah? Site the Biblical events. 

· Elijah was a symbol of Christ in the following situations: 

a. Witnessing to the truth

b. Attacking false beliefs 

c. Standing alone in the most difficult situations 

· But Elijah was different from the Lord in the following: 

a. Violence

b. Weakness and fleeing from Jezebel

c. Considering the self and fear of loneliness

d. His need for external support[image: image1.emf] 
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