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The Third Meeting between Elijah and Ahab 
Reference: 
1 Kings 21 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Another exciting meeting between Elijah and Ahab 
· The greediness of Ahab and his desire to possess Naboth’s Vineyard in Jezreel. 

· Study the case of greediness in man’s life and how the eye is not satisfied. What is the solution Christianity offers to solve his problem? 

· How did Jezebel, the evil woman, succeed in getting rid of Naboth? 

· What do you think of lies and slander, injustice and murder through fraudulent and false zeal for religion? 

· We are not surprised to find that the world is full of Jezebel’s examples, but those who lift up their eyes to heaven know that the examples of Jezebel there have been lost and they are no more. The crowns and everlasting life are kept for the children of God in spite of the apparent failure in the present life. 

· But heaven will not keep silent. Heaven will take revenge and punish them. Heaven keeps in memory all insults and the complaints of the appraised and the debased; God hears and answers. “Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who lives in Samaria. There he is, in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone down to take possession of it. You shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: Have you murdered and also taken possession?’ And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even yours’” (1 Kings 21:18,19). 

· “Because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight of the Lord: Behold, I will bring calamity on you. I will take away your posterity, and will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel, both bond and free” (1 Kings 21:20,21). 

· “The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the walls of Jezreel” (1 Kings 21:23). 

· “The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field” (1 Kings 21:24). 

· “But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up” (1 Kings 21:25). 

II. Ahab’s Repentance 

· “When Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his body, and fasted and lay in sackcloth, and went about mourning” (1 Kings 21:27). 

· “And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying: See how Ahab has humbled himself before Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, I will not bring the calamity in his days. In the days of his son I will bring the calamity on his house” (1 Kings 21:28,29). 

Application: 

· Collect stories of saints who were evil and then repented; contemplate the life of repentance, why the fathers call repentance the second baptism and how the Lord was merciful to them. 

· Make a study of greediness in the life of man. Show its psychological and spiritual reasons and how Christianity cures it. 

· Make a study of social injustice: How the powerful dominate the week and how the powerful forget that God exists. Collect situations from Church history and secular history, and show how tyrants meet their end. 

· Show that a true Christian rejects injustice and that the message of the prophets and the message of our Lord Jesus Christ were a call for emancipation from injustice, a call for human fraternity and rejection of fanaticism and prejudice. Quote related texts from the sayings of the prophets of the Old Testament, from St. John the Baptist, and from St. James the Apostle. Make a study of the life of St. John Chrysostom as a model of calling for social justice. 

· Notice how Ahab died in Samaria and how the dogs licked his blood (1 Kings 22:37). The word of the Lord never falls down, and the punishment of God is everlasting and fearful. A true Christian should defend the rights of man and social justice, but the Church should not plunge herself in political currents; “Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are God’s”. 

· Show the difference between patriotism and plunging in politics and the difference between defending principles and having a bias towards parties and political and economical bodies. 





I Kings 21

	1
	And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.

	2
	And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it: or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money.

	3
	And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.

	4
	And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no bread.

	5
	But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread?

	6
	And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee [another] vineyard for it: and he answered, I will not give thee my vineyard.

	7
	And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thy heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.

	8
	So she wrote letters in Ahab`s name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, [and] that dwelt with Naboth.

	9
	And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people:

	10
	and set two men, base fellows, before him, and let them bear witness against him, saying, Thou didst curse God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him to death.

	11
	And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who dwelt in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, according as it was written in the letters which she had sent unto them.

	12
	They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people.

	13
	And the two men, the base fellows, came in and sat before him: and the base fellows bare witness against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did curse God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him to death with stones.

	14
	Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead.

	15
	And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead.

	16
	And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.

	17
	And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,

	18
	Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who dwelleth in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to take possession of it.

	19
	And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith Jehovah, Hast thou killed and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith Jehovah, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.

	20
	And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, I have found thee, because thou hast sold thyself to do that which is evil in the sight of Jehovah.

	21
	Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will utterly sweep thee away and will cut off from Ahab every man-child, and him that is shut up and him that is left at large in Israel:

	22
	and I will make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah for the provocation wherewith thou hast provoked me to anger, and hast made Israel to sin.

	23
	And of Jezebel also spake Jehovah, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the rampart of Jezreel.

	24
	Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the birds of the heavens eat.

	25
	(But there was none like unto Ahab, who did sell himself to do that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.

	26
	And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites did, whom Jehovah cast out before the children of Israel.)

	27
	And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly.

	28
	And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,

	29
	Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? because he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his days; but in his son`s days will I bring the evil upon his house.




NABOTH'S VINEYARD(
Bible Reading:  1 Kings 21

Golden Verse: "Have you murdered and also taken possession? ...In the place where the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even yours."

I Kings 21:19
Lesson Aim:

To teach us how to fight greed
Lesson Notes:

1. The Origin of Greed

a. Although King Ahab has a large palace and a lot of land all around him, he is not satisfied.

b. King Ahab wants to add to his possessions a small vineyard owned by Naboth the Jezreelite.

2. Greed Leads to Sin

a. Naboth refused to give his land to the king because he was following God's commands.

b. Jezebel conspired to find a way to get rid of Naboth, and she brought false charges against him.

3. Sin Leads to Crime

a. The elders and nobles feared Jezebel more than they feared God.

b. They tried Naboth and condemned him to death; he was stoned.

4. God Watches and Sends Elijah to Ahab

a. God sends Elijah to condemn Ahab on what he had done.

b. Elijah meets Ahab at Naboth's vineyard and gives him a strong message from God.

5. King Ahab Repents

a. Ahab tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and fasted.

b. God forgave Ahab and told Elijah that he would not bring disaster in his days but during the reign of Ahab's son.

6. The Result of Sin

a. Ahab dies in the battle.

b. He is buried in Samaria.

c. "Then someone washed the chariot [Ahab's] at a pool in Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood." I Kings 22:38



Supplemental Notes( on

Ahab and Naboth of Jezreel 
1. The story of Naboth is old in time but daily in practice. Not one poor man, Naboth, was killed: daily is Naboth struck down, daily is a poor person put to death. (St. Ambrose)
2. Satisfying an insatiable lust:  Ahab who owned a lot of land was not satisfied with all his possessions and craved for the field of Naboth the Jezreelite!
3. Which of these do we consider the poorer, which the richer: the one who had been endowed with a king’s measure of wealth, insatiable and unsatisfied with his wealth, who longed for the little vineyard of the poor man; or the other, heartily despising a “king’s fortune of much gold” and imperial wealth, who was satisfied with his vineyard? (St. Ambrose)

4. Understand why he [Ahab] was so very poor: because riches amassed unjustly are disgorged, but the root of the righteous remains and flourishes like a palm tree. (St. Ambrose)

5. What king Ahab did was a type of stealing that is done by force; he wanted to take by force the vineyard from Naboth the Jezreelite.

6. The Law forbade that an inheritance could be sold from one person to another (Lev 25:23). The inheritance of the Promised Land, which they had received through the mediation of Joshua, was for them as precious as the kingdom of heaven is for us, and Naboth did not want to be deprived of that divine gift. (Isho’dad of Merv)
7. “Give to me” (1 Kg 21:2). How abject these words, how mean! For they have not the disposition of humility but the fire of covetousness. (St. Ambrose)
8. Many ladies resort to unhappiness and tearfulness in trying to solve their problems; this is a childish behavior that doesn’t work.  Ahab’s depression for Naboth’s refusal did not solve his problem, but rather led to a solution in which his wife, Queen Jezebel, intervened to provide him with a practical way of dealing with the problem – a wrong solution.
9. Jezebel loved her husband, but her love was far from God’s love. In her love, she took vengeance and made her husband inherit Naboth’s field. Yet, she brought upon him evil.

10. In reminding Ahab that he was king and could do as he pleased, Jezebel reflected her Canaanite background where kings ruled absolutely.
11. If you associate with people who are careless, they will teach you harshness of heart. If it wasn't for the association with Jezebel, King Ahab's heart might not have been hardened to kill Naboth the Jezreelite. Jezebel was the one who presented to him the sinful thought. She helped him to execute it. She planned everything for him, simplifying the punishments.  She hardened his heart and he responded.
12. The pleasure of having the vineyard blinded King Ahab’s conscience completely; his heart was hardened and could accept injustice and murder.  The pleasure of sin makes the voice of the conscience lose its influence and hardens the heart.
13. Jezebel, while planning for Naboth’s murder, sent a letter to the elders and nobles to proclaim a fast (1 Kings 21: 12).  This is the type of rejected fast that God cannot acknowledge (Isaiah 58:3-5).
14. God says, “Not this fast have I chosen, not if you should wind your head about like a circle and spread also sackcloth and ashes, and not thus will you call an acceptable fast. Not such a fast have I chosen, says the Lord. Loose every bond of injustice, loose the bonds of violent contracts, let them that are broken go free, and tear asunder every unjust writing.” (St. Ambrose)
15. Those who violated the Third Commandment by blaspheming God's Name were to be put to death: "And whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death.  All the congregation shall certainly stone him, the stranger as well as him who is born in the land.  When he blasphemes the name of the Lord, he shall be put to death." (Lev. 24:16).  Naboth of Jezreel was unjustly accused of this charge when two men, scoundrels, came in and sat before him; the scoundrels witnessed against Naboth in the presence of the people, saying, "Naboth has blasphemed God and the king!"
16. Naboth’s sons were stoned to death with him (see 2 Kings 9:26), preventing any successor of Naboth from seeking to undo the illegal land seizure.

17. When Jezebel invited Ahab to come and take hold of the vineyard whose owners had been stoned, Elijah went out to meet him, precisely when he did not expect him, and approached him in order to reveal the shameful action which they thought no one else knew about. He reproached the king openly for stealing the vineyard and killing the righteous Naboth. But one may say: Is not Jezebel the one who prepared the death of Naboth? Ahab simply did not accept that his request was rejected by Naboth; he did not want to treat him badly or take his vineyard by force. However, we maintain that if Ahab had not sinned at all, it would have been impossible that the justice that absolves those who are oppressed might have wronged him. Nor would the prophet, who reproved him according to the command of the just Judge and had already condemned him twice, [have wronged him]. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)
18. Ahab managed to destroy Naboth the Jezreelite, plotted and killed him in order to take possession of his vineyard (1 Kings 21). His prosperity was temporary, false and evil. God’s wrath came later on Ahab and the Lord said: “In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even yours” (1Kings 21:19).
19. The Lord reclaims the rights of the oppressed from their oppressors. Naboth the Jezreelite was greatly oppressed by Ahab and Jezebel.  But, God avenged Naboth's blood; He said to Ahab through Elijah, “In the place where dogs licked up the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick up your blood!”
20. God beholds the poor man unburied and therefore decrees that the rich man also be without burial; hence, even dead, Ahab may atone for the tribulation of his iniquity, who thought that not even the dead should be spared. Thus his corpse, sprinkled with the gore of his wound, after the manner of a violent death, disclosed the cruelty of his life. When the poor man suffered these things, the rich man was blamed; when the rich man experienced them, the poor man was vindicated. (St. Ambrose)
21. God saw the blood of Naboth the Jezreelite being shed, and He did not remain silent. His reaction was strong. Therefore, "Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on the Lord!" (Ps. 27:14)  If you are “crucified,” Christ will be by your side; He will see His image in you. Be therefore an image of Christ.
22. King Ahab, like all who despise God’s mercies, would perish and leave his ill-gotten gain behind him.  His blood would be licked by dogs at the pool in Samaria (see 1 Kings 22:37 & 38).

23. Do not be an Ahab and covet a neighbor’s possession. Let not Jezebel dwell with you, that deadly avarice that persuades you to bloody deeds; that restrains not your desires but urges you on; that makes you sadder even when you gain possessions of what you desire and that makes you destitute when you are rich. (St. Ambrose)
24. If the repentance of Ahab had not been sincere, it would not have been praised by the Lord nor would the sentence pronounced against him have been diminished… Ahab repents and prays, and God immediately receives his prayer and reconciles with him, and He reveals to Ahab the pardon of his fault through the mediation of the prophet… God forgives the faults of David in the same way, and after he has confessed his sin, he hears from the prophet, “Now the Lord has put away your sin; you shall not die.” And [the same happens] to Manasseh, whom He enables to leave his captivity after only a short time and to come back to his kingdom from Babylon. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)
25. Even though the repentance of Ahab was short, the pardon that he asked for was nonetheless granted immediately… See also how a great fault was forgiven Ahab, while Miriam became a leper for a small error. Recognize, then, that the grace of God, which is incomprehensible, does not allow sinners to waste away in their iniquity. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

26. Even though God has freed Ahab, who had been condemned by Elijah, from his sentence, he nonetheless says, “But in his sons’ days I will bring the disaster on his house.” This means that the merciful Judge tried to influence the king to live under His good will, for Ahab was an impulsive man who changed his mind quickly and turned from goodness to evil. In addition, [He said these words] so that [Ahab] might invoke mercy for his children and turn from them the sentence pronounced against them. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

27. A teacher, if he dismisses a child and does not exact obedience from him, hates him; if, on the other hand, he disciplines him and the remedy cures him, his apparent severity turns out to be clemency. Ahab, too, was censured by the Lord when he killed Naboth and took his vineyard and spilled just blood… Immediately his conscience struck and tormented him; he bowed his head and walked with eyes downcast; and this is an impious king robed in purple. (St. Jerome)
28. Afterwards, Scripture says, Ahab went about wearing haircloth under his royal attire, and God, seeing him, said, “Because Ahab has humbled himself for my sake, I will not bring evil against him.” Just realize the power of haircloth and of fasting, and how much blood is washed away by humble tears! (St. Jerome)

29. Either repentance did not avail and did not turn God to mercy or the prophecy is false, for Ahab was vanquished and killed. But consider that he had a wife, Jezebel, by whose will he was inflamed and who turned his heart and made him execrable by reason of his excessive sacrileges. Accordingly, she checked even this desire of repentance on his part. (St. Ambrose)
30. Even for him in his unworthiness did the Lord keep the tenor of his decree, but Ahab himself did not hold fast to the divine favors conferred on him… The Lord keeps his promises even to the unworthy, but the impious are either destroyed by their own folly or are condemned for a second transgression, though they have escaped the snares of the first. But we should so conduct ourselves that, being worthy through good works, we may deserve to receive the promises of the omnipotent God. (St. Jerome)

NAME: ____________________________  

First                         Last                  
The 3rd Meeting between Elijah and Ahab 
Read: I Kings Chapter 21
	Be content with such things as you have.

Hebrews 13:5
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1. Mention the sins which Ahab's greediness brought?

2. How did God punish Ahab for his sins?

3. “There was no one like ___________ who sold himself to do _________ in the sight of the __________ because J__________ stirred him up.”
4. Why does God discipline us?

5. Study the case of greediness in man’s life and how the eye is not satisfied. What is the solution Christianity offers to solve his problem? 
6. Study social injustice: How the powerful dominate the week and how the powerful forget that God exists. Collect situations from Church history and secular history, and show how tyrants meet their end. 

7. Show the difference between patriotism and plunging in politics and the difference between defending principles and having a bias towards parties and political and economical bodies. 
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