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The Life of Fellowship 
Objective: 
To develop the spirit of fellowship in the life of our youth through fellowship with God, the saints, the members of the Church and the Christian family
Memory Verse 

“God is faithful by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:9)
Lesson Outline: 

I. What do we mean by the life of fellowship with God?
· God lives in Unity (in Trinity), and when He created man, He made man share His righteousness and holiness. Because He is everlasting, we shared the everlasting life. He also created us in His image and after His likeness in freedom, expression and holiness. God is with man all the time and everywhere (Matthew 18:20, John 17:24). 

· The fellowship with God not only means that God is with us, but it also means that He is in us (John 14 23). 

· Our fellowship with God does not mean that we share Him in His Divine Essence and Nature, but it is a fellowship in work, love and companionship (Ephesians 13:17). 

II. What is the foundation of the life of fellowship with God? 

· God is holy and our fellowship with Him is in holiness, so if the believer keeps away from the life of holiness, he cannot have fellowship with God. (Colossians 6:1-18). 

· God is Light and our fellowship with Him is in truth and light. So, he who wants to live in fellowship with God must live in light and not in darkness. (Ephesians 5:11-13). 

· God is love and our fellowship with Him is in love (l John 2:9-11). 

III. How can we live in fellowship with others, and what are the foundations of this fellowship? (Ephesians 4:1-6) 

· We must live in the life of holy fellowship since we have One Father, one faith and one baptism. 

· Our concern is one and holy because we are one family, and together with the saints, we are members of the household of God. 

IV. Some foundations of the life of fellowship among believers 

· The members of the Church are united through Christ. Christians are united in a special fellowship through their love for one another and their common union with Christ. 

· Love binds all things together in perfect harmony and binds all members together. 

· We welcome one another as Christ welcomed us for the glory of God. 

V. Hindrance to the life of fellowship among believers 

1) Individualism and Selfishness 
· This means that the individual is not on good terms with others at work; he seeks glorification and likes to be the leader of the group, and this is against love. 

2) Subjection and Prejudice 

· This leads to a sort of division and disunion. Christianity must not practice subjection or prejudice since the Teacher is one and the Lord is one, and all the believers are His disciples. 

3) Impatience, speedy judgment and quick condemnation of others 

· Teamwork requires patience so the group can be strong, living in harmony and sacrifice. 

VI. How to practice the life of fellowship in the family, the church and the world? 

In the family: 

· The family is the foundation and the structure of the Church. The husband and his wife live with one mind and one heart, so their children may grow up in holy unity. 

· Christianity believes that the children are the natural fruit of the fellowship of love between the husband and the wife. Christianity cares for children whom Christ blessed and called to Him. 

· Children should show respect and obedience to their parents within the confines of the commandments of God, His love and the glory of His Holy Name (Exodus 20:12). 

In the church: 

· The Apostles’ Church led the life of fellowship (Acts 2:42-47). St. Paul the Apostle praised the church of the Philippians who received and accepted the Gospel and gave much (Philippians 1:3-5, 4:16-18). Christians should also live as one family, caring for the needs of each member. Each one should contribute to satisfy the needs of others, without showing pride or haughtiness. 

VII. What is the Christian’s attitude towards the world? 

· Christianity believes in the close relationship between man and the universe in which man lives. 

· This is clearly shown in the story of creation and man’s authority over everything, and then its fall and God’s restoration of life back to man. 

· For this reason, Christ gave the responsibility towards the universe back to man, but the love of the world is against the love of God (1 John 2:15-17). From this concept, we realize that the world in itself was not wicked, but the corruption, which came to the world through the envy of the devil, led to the existence of a will which is against the will of God the Father. Thus the faithful Christian loves the world, the people and all creatures, but he hates the evil inclinations and corruption, i.e. sin. 
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