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Forgiveness
Objective: 

The objective of this lesson is to understand our responsibility as Christians to forgive others and also the personal benefits in forgiving others when they trespass against us. 

Memory Verse: 

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you” (Matthew 6:14). 

References: 

· Matthew 18:21-35
· “The Orthodox Bible” - interpretations of the parables
· “Healing for Damaged Emotions,” by David Seamands
· “Illustration Stories and Quotes to Hang Your Message On,” by Jim Burns and Greg McKinnon
Introduction: 


The year was 1947. It was almost two full years after the liberation of Auschwitz (a Nazi concentration camp), as Corrie Ten Boom stepped forward to share the message of forgiveness and healing at a German church. As she stepped forward, she prayed that God would use her words to bring about healing, forgiveness and restoration. What she was about to experience changed her life forever. 


As she finished her message, a man stepped forward, moving his way through the crowd of people there to talk to Corrie. He looked familiar, like she’d seen him somewhere before. As she looked into his eyes, it all became crystal clear. She recognized him…the uniform…the whips…walking past him naked at the selection. She remembered her sister dying a slow and painful death at his hands. The memories came flooding back to her… memories from Aushcwitz and this man who had been a guard at the camp. 


“I’m a Christian now.” He spoke with his eyes sadly looking into hers. “I know that God has forgiven me, but will you forgive me?” He stretched out his hand to receive hers. 


She stood there for what must have seemed an eternity, although it was probably only a moment or two. She knew that she needed to make a choice. Would she forgive the man at whose hand she experienced so much hurt, pain and humiliation? Would she? Could she? 


“Jesus, I need your help. I can lift my hand, but You need to supply the feeling.” She slowly raised her hand, reached out to the man and took his hand in hers. As she reached out, a warm sensation filled her heart. God was indeed faithful. “I forgive you, brother - with my whole heart!” she responded (Burns and McKinnon 179-180). 


What would you have done if you were in the place of this woman; would you have done the same thing she did? As human beings, we could understand if she would not forgive him; we would say it is hard to do and we would feel sorry for her. However, as Christians, Jesus Christ asks us to forgive others. But why does Christ demands that we forgive others and what is the importance of forgiveness? Also, what does it imply to refuse forgiving others when they have trespassed against us? These are the questions that we will answer through this lesson. 

Lesson Outline: 


Jesus Christ answered these questions through the parable of the unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:21-35) 

“Then Peter came to Him and said: Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times? Jesus said to him: I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. The servant therefore fell down before him, saying: Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all. Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying: Pay me what you owe! So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying: have patience with me, and I will pay you all. And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to him: You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you? And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” 

What’s the importance of forgiving others? It is plain and simple; if we do not forgive others, God will not forgive us. 

I. Understanding the Parable 


It is quite interesting to understand the meaning of this parable; it will explain many aspects of forgiveness from Christ’s perspective: 

· It turns out that what the unforgiving servant owed the king was equivalent to $10 million!! At that time, a servant’s wage would be a denarius a day, so even if a servant works all his life, he would not be able to pay off his debt. Thus the lord commanded him to be sold and his family. But still that would probably not pay off the debt. 

· The break that the unforgiving servant asked for was a lot less in value than what the master granted him. For example, the servant offered to be sold along with everything he had and his family, and he asked for more time to pay the king back, but the master offered him freedom that the servant would have never dreamed of. 

· When the forgiven servant did not forgive the other servant, the forgiving and compassionate king transformed into a rough and strict king for the sake of disciplining the unforgiving servant. 

· Also, what the unforgiving servant owed, $10 million denarii, if compared to what his fellow servant owed him, $100 denarii, shows that no matter how much we have to forgive others, it is nothing compared to how much God has forgiven us. 

· In addition to eternal death, the punishment for being unforgiving to others could be experienced during our lives on earth. For example, usually an unforgiving soul is one that is quick to anger, feels guilty, and conflicts with its own self. 

· God intended for mankind to be loving and full of grace; therefore, that is the healthiest state and the most comfortable for human nature. In the story of the German prisoner and guard, when the two shook hands and made up, it was mentioned that “[they were] both healed and set free from the bondage of bitterness and anger” (Burns and McKinnon 180). That means that we will experience a special feeling of self-gratification when we pardon others. 

· The importance of forgiveness is also reinforced in the Lord’s Prayer: “And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Anba Abraam of Fayoum was approached one day by some people who were in disagreement, and when they refused to forgive each other and forget the past, Anba Abraam asked them to pray and each one goes his way. During the prayer, Anba Abraam said, “And forgive us not our trespasses for we are not forgiving the trespasses of others.” At that point, these people were touched and they grieved for being so stubborn and unloving. 

II. What does it imply when we cannot forgive others? 


It could actually mean that we are not accepting God’s forgiveness. This could be explained further through the parable. As mentioned above, what the unforgiving servant asked for was totally different from what the master was willing to give him. The master offered a far better deal than the servant had ever hoped for. Even when the servant was pardoned, he still did not comprehend the extent of the master’s mercy. This is shown in the way that the unforgiving servant treated his fellow servant, who owed him 100 denarii. Let’s ask ourselves a challenging question. How could we repay God for forgiving us? Can we? Well, the answer is easy to say but hard to comprehend and apply to our lives: God’s forgiveness is free, and no matter what we do, we will never be able to repay the value of this forgiveness!! The only thing that the master asks us to do in return is to forgive others the same way He forgave us. 

Application: 

· Make sure before taking Communion that you are in good standing with all your brothers and sisters in Christ, at least in your heart. 

· Make a list of people that you are awaiting to forgive and pray that God would help you in forgiving them. Notice the peace and freedom that you experience as a result of reconciling with these people. 

Conclusions/Questions: 


Now that we know the importance of forgiving others and its positive effects in our lives, it is important for us to note that the only way we can forgive is through God’s grace. It is very hard for mankind to set pride aside and forgive others, while being mistreated. Therefore, just like the German former prisoner did and asked God to help her, we need to ask God. God is faithful, and He will help us because He wants us to be in peace with others. I pray that the Lord help us stay in harmony and fellowship with everyone and help us forgive others just as He forgave us.




Matthew 18:21–35 
THE PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT
Overview: The beautiful mystery of seventy-seven is this: in that special number all sins of all generations were symbolized as having been forgiven. Since no generation was omitted, no generation misses out on the full gift of divine forgiveness in the Cross. So also should we learn to forgive each other to the same extent that God has fully forgiven us. The frequency of pardon shows us there is never a time for anger, since God pardons us for all sins in their entirety by his gift rather than by our merit (Hilary of Poitiers). The number six is full of toil and labor, reflecting the work of creation, but seven encompasses rest, which points to forgiveness (Origen).

In the parable, the unmerciful servant had lost a vast amount. Much had been loaned and entrusted to him, but he had brought no gain to his master (Origen). The master’s teaching purpose was to show him with all justice precisely how much debt he was going to free him from. In this way, at least he might in due time become more gentle toward his fellow servant. Yet, even having learned of the weight of his debt and the greatness of the forgiveness, he continued to seize his fellow servant by the throat (St. John Chrysostom). The forced sale of his wife and family portrays metaphorically utter separation from the joys of God (St. Cyril of Alexandria). God created us from nothing and made the whole visible world for us. To us alone he breathed a living soul. Yet after all this, when humanity proved ungrateful toward its benefactor, God thought us worthy of an even greater gift: forgiveness (St. John Chrysostom). God forgives our immense debt of ten thousand talents on the proviso that we ourselves release our fellow servants from the paltry hundred denarii, from the few minor faults they have committed against us (St. Cyril of Alexandria). The king in the parable is the Son of God, and the kingdom belongs to the one who incomparably defines kingship itself and makes it possible (Origen). Compare the two servants: one was indebted for ten thousand talents, the other for a pittance. One was merely dealing with his fellow servant, while the other was dealing with his lord. The one received entire forgiveness, the other asked for delay (St. John Chrysostom). The story demands two things of us: to remember our own faults and not to bear a grudge against one who stumbles (Apollinaris).

18:21–22 How Often Shall I Forgive?

No Time for Anger. Hilary of Poitiers: When St. Peter asked him whether he should forgive his brother sinning against him up to seven times, the Lord replied, “Not up to seven times but up to seventy times seven times.” In every way He teaches us to be like Him in humility and goodness. In weakening and breaking the impulses of our rampant passions, He strengthens us by the example of His leniency, by granting us in faith pardon of all our sins. For the vices of our nature did not merit pardon. Therefore all pardon comes from Him. In fact, He pardons even those sins that remain in one after confession.

The penalty to be paid through Cain was established at sevenfold, but that sin was against a man, against his brother Abel, to the point of murder.﻿1﻿ But in Lamech the penalty was established at seventy times seven times,﻿2﻿ and, as we believe, the penalty was established on those responsible for the Lord’s Passion.﻿3﻿ But the Lord through the confession of believers grants pardon for this crime. By the gift of baptism, He grants the grace of salvation to His revilers and persecutors. How much more is it necessary, He shows, that pardon be returned by us without measure or number. And we should not think how many times we forgive, but we should cease to be angry with those who sin against us, as often as the occasion for anger exists. Pardon’s frequency shows us that in our case there is never a time for anger, since God pardons us for all sins in their entirety by His gift rather than by our merit. Nor should we be excused from the requirement of giving pardon that number of times [i.e., seventy times seven], since through the grace of the gospel, God has granted us pardon without measure. On Matthew 18.10.﻿4﻿
The Seventy-Seven Generations from Adam to Christ. St. Augustine: What then does “seventy times seven” mean? Listen, my friends, to this great mystery, this wonderful gift. When the Lord was baptized, Luke the holy Evangelist there noted down His ancestry, in what order, series and stems that generation had been reached in which Christ was born. Matthew began from Abraham and came as far as Joseph in descending generations.﻿5﻿ But Luke began to count by going back up in ascending order. Why does the one reckon in a descending and the other in an ascending order? Because Matthew set forth the generations of Christ by which He came down to us, and so He began to reckon when Christ was born from a descending order.﻿6﻿ Luke begins to reckon in reverse from when Christ was baptized. In this is the beginning of an ascension, for he begins to reckon in an ascending order. Note that in his account, he enumerates seventy-seven generations!﻿7﻿ With whom did he begin his reckoning? Note carefully! He began to reckon from Christ up to Adam himself, who was the first sinner and who parented us into bondage to sin. Luke reckoned up to Adam, and so there are enumerated in to seventy-seven generations—from Christ up to Adam and from Adam up to Christ. Note seventy-seven! So then if no generation was omitted, there is no exemption of any trespass that ought not to be forgiven. For therefore did he reckon up his seventy-seven generations, which number the Lord mentioned as to the forgiveness of sins; since he begins to reckon from the baptism, where all sins are remitted.﻿8﻿ Sermon 83.5.﻿9﻿
18:23 A King Settling Accounts

Which King? Whose Kingdom? Origen: If the comparison is to a king like this—and to one who acts like this—of whom must we be speaking if not the Son of God? For He is the king of the heavens. Just as He is wisdom itself and justice and truth, is He not kingship itself? The kingdom does not belong to any of those below, nor a part of those above, but to all those above, whatever is called the heavens. If you are curious about the beatitude “theirs is the kingdom of heaven,”﻿10﻿ you can just as well say “theirs is Christ,” since Christ is the kingdom. Commentary on Matthew 14.7.﻿11﻿
Settling Accounts with His Servants. Origen: The servants in this case are the dispensers of the word.﻿12﻿ When he demands an account of the servants, the king also asks those who have borrowed from the servants, whether a hundred measures of grain or a hundred jars of oil or whatever those outside the king’s stewardship have received. For the fellow servant of the unjust steward, according to the parable, will not be found to be the one who owes a hundred measures of grain or a hundred jars of oil, as is clear from the words “How much do you owe my master?” Consider that each good and fitting deed is like a profit and a gain, but each bad one is like a loss. And just as one gain can be a gain of more money and another of less and there is a difference between the more and the less, so in the case of good deeds there is a kind of valuing of greater or lesser gains. Commentary on Matthew 14.8.﻿13﻿
Degrees of Sin. St. John Chrysostom: Do you see how great a difference there is between sins against humanity and sins against God? As much a difference as between ten thousand talents and a hundred denarii; no, much greater in fact. This comes about from the difference of the persons and from the frequency of the sins. For when someone is watching, we hold off and do not dare to sin. But God is watching all the time, and yet we are not afraid; in fact, we even say and do everything quite brazenly. The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 61.1.﻿14﻿
18:24 One Who Owed Ten Thousand Talents

When He Began the Reckoning. Origen: The moment of beginning the reckoning starts with the household of God, as is it written in Ezekiel: “Begin at my sanctuary.”﻿15﻿ This judgment begins as quickly as the twinkling of an eye.﻿16﻿ In thinking of the demanding of accounts, let us not forget what we have said before, that these accounts are spiritually conceived. And the moment of demand begins understandably with those who owe the most. This is why the passage does not begin generally with a reckoning of all accounts but a specific one: one was brought to him. Here is the moment. He is beginning to demand an account of one who owed him ten thousand talents! It is as if the servant had lost a vast amount and much had been loaned and entrusted to him but had brought no gain to his master. Rather, he ended up losing a vast sum so as to owe him an incredible debt of talents. Remembering the prophet Zechariah, it may be that he owed so many talents for this reason: he had often sought out the woman hidden in a barrel with a lead cover, whose name is Iniquity.﻿17﻿ Commentary on Matthew 14.10.﻿18﻿
18:25 His Lord Ordered Payment to Be Made

He Ordered Him Sold with His Wife and Children. St. John Chrysostom: “His lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children.” Why? Not out of cruelty or inhumanity, for the punishment concerned the steward—his wife was already trapped like a slave to his folly. Rather, this discipline occurred in order to effect his transformation. His purpose is to frighten him by this threat so that he may come to supplication, and not merely that they all be sold. For if the lord had done this with unmitigated punishment in mind, he would not have granted his request, nor would he have bestowed upon him a special favor. He did not dismiss the debt, and he called for an accounting. Why? His teaching purpose was to show him with all justice precisely how much debt he was going to free him from! In this way, at least he might in due time become more gentle toward his fellow servant. Yet, even having learned of the weight of his debt and the greatness of the forgiveness, he continued to take his fellow servant by the throat. If the master had not disciplined him beforehand with such attempted medicines, how much worse might his cruelty have been than the shocking extent that it actually turned out to be? The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 61.3.﻿19﻿
Forced Sale. St. Cyril of Alexandria: The sale of his wife and the rest of his family shows the complete and utter separation from the joys of God. For the sale shows quite clearly alienation from God. Those alienated from God are those who hear those bitter, fearful words, “Depart from me, you workers of iniquity, for I do not know you.”﻿20﻿ Fragment 217.﻿21﻿
18:26–27 The Servant’s Plea, the Lord’s Mercy

The Redemptive Motive of the Master. St. John Chrysostom: Do you see again how generous he was? The servant asked only for an extension of time, but he gave him more than he asked for, remission and forgiveness of the entire debt. He wanted to give him this from the start, but he did not want the giving to be on his side only. He wanted the servant to learn from it and to ask for mercy, in order than he not be under an illusion of innocence. For that the whole was the Lord—even if the servant fell on his knees and implored—is demonstrated by the motive for the remission, for it says, “Out of pity the lord released him.” In this way he also wanted the servant to take some responsibility, to prevent him being too much put to shame, and so that he might learn from his own case and be lenient to his fellow servant, and schooled in his own calamities. The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 61.3.﻿22﻿
The Lord Forgave the Debt. Chromatius: So we recognize that in the person of this king is signified the Son of God, who held the whole human race guilty in the infinite debt of sin, since through the original sin we were all debtors of sin and death. In the ten thousand talents the serious sins of the human race are signified. And though all men by natural law were debtors to this heavenly king and guilty—since the apostle says about the same natural law that “all men, both Jews and Greeks, are under the power of sin”﻿23 - yet in this debt of sin the people of the Jews were particularly held guilty. After so many great benefits, they could not keep the law received through Moses. Since they did not have the wherewithal to repay such debt, that is, how to make it good, the lord had ordered them to be tormented, along with their wives and children. That is, this same people along with their synagogue and all their offspring were to be thrashed, to the point of death. But in no way could either the people of the Jews, who had received the law, nor the Gentiles, that is, we ourselves, pay off such a great debt of sin. Hence the heavenly King, moved by pity and mercy, forgave us all our sins. And what are these sins? Those that every day in our prayers we ask to be forgiven, saying, “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” Therefore, since in no way—that is, with no satisfaction and no worthy penitence—could we pay off this debt of sin and eternal death, that eternal King came down from heaven and by remitting the human race its sins forgave all the debt of every one who believes in Him. How he forgave it, the holy apostle clearly shows when he says, “having canceled the bond which stood against us with its legal demands; this He set aside, nailing it to the Cross.”﻿24﻿ For we are held in sin-guilt as if under the debt of some creditor note. The Son of God has annulled this note written against us by the water of baptism and the drops of His Blood. Tractate on Matthew 59.5.﻿25﻿
18:28 Pay What You Owe

Ten Thousand Talents Owed, a Hundred Denarii Collected. St. Cyril of Alexandria: The God of all releases us from the difficulties of our faults, according to the parable. This is what is signified by the ten thousand talents.﻿26﻿ But this happens on the proviso that we ourselves release our fellow servants from the hundred denarii, that is, from the few minor faults they have committed against us. The angels who stand over us and are under the same yoke of service as we are make accusations before God. They do not speak to God as if God does not know—for God knows everything. Rather, in the interest of justice, they demand the proper punishment for those who choose to despise and dishonor the command that we love one another. When we meet our proper deserts, either we receive punishment in our present life, such as being visited with some pain or trouble or infirmity, or if not, we will certainly be punished in the future life. God punishes the obstinate, intractable person with a view to improving and changing him for the better. This is easy to see. Holy Scripture is pertinent here, in these wisely spoken words: “the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son,”﻿27﻿ and again: “Abide instruction.”﻿28﻿ Fragment 216.﻿29﻿
18:29 His Fellow Servant Pleads

I Will Pay You. St. John Chrysostom: And so our sins become greater, and not only from this but also from the benefits and honor which we enjoy from them. If you want to learn how our sins against God are like ten thousand talents, or more in fact, and even much more, I will try to show you briefly. But I fear, lest to those who are inclined to wickedness and love continually to sin, I should appear to provide them with still greater security; or that I might drive the meeker sort to despair, and that they should repeat the despairing question of the disciples: “Who then can be saved?”﻿30﻿ But nevertheless I will continue on in the hope that I may make those who pay attention more secure and more amenable. For those who suffer an incurable disease and feel no pain are untouched by these words and do not change from their natural wickedness and inertia. And even if in the future they derive from my words greater occasion for contempt, that should be attributed not to this kind of argument but to their own insensibility. What I will say ought to be able to arouse them if only they attend to it and let it prick their hearts. But the meeker sort, when they see the profusion of their sins and learn the power of repentance, will of themselves pay more attention, I hope. And so it is necessary that I speak.

In speaking of our sins, I will distinguish between those we commit against God and against other persons. I will set forth not each person’s own but what are common. But then I will ask individuals to add their own sins according to an examination of their conscience. I will do this, having first set forth the good deeds of God to us. What then are God’s good deeds? He created us from nothing; He made the whole visible world for us, the heaven, the sea, the earth, animals, plants and seeds. I must be brief because of the infinite number of His works. Into us alone of all that are on earth He breathed a living soul. He planted a garden for us. He gave us a helpmate and set us over all the brute species, and He crowned us with glory and honor.

And yet after all this, when humanity turned out ungrateful toward its Benefactor, He thought us worthy of an even greater gift—forgiveness. The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 61.1.﻿31﻿
18:30 He Refused to Show Mercy
Unjust and Cruel. Chromatius: When Peter asked this, the Lord commanded that the sinning brother should be forgiven not seven times but seventy times seven. He then added a parable, making the comparison of a king and his servant. The servant, though unworthy, had received such mercy from his master that even an immense debt was forgiven him. But he himself refused to show mercy to a fellow servant for his small debt. So, quite rightly, he was handed over to the torturers and received the just punishment of condemnation. For what would such a wicked servant not deserve to suffer? Though he had experienced such pity from his master, he was himself unjust and cruel to his fellow servant. By this example, we are clearly instructed and advised that if we do not forgive our fellow servants—that is, the brothers who sin against us—the debt of their sins, we will be condemned with like punishment. And though the comparison may seem to have been introduced for the present occasion, yet the parable itself has within it an integral logic and manifest truth. Tractate on Matthew 59.4.﻿32﻿
18:31–33 Should Not You Have Had Mercy?

Mercy and Lack of Mercy. St. John Chrysostom: Do you see the mercy of the lord? Do you see contrasted the lack of mercy of the servant? Listen, all you who do such things for money: one should not act like this because it is a sin. But it is much worse to act like this for money. How then does he plead? “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” But he did not even respect the very words through which he had himself been saved. With these words he himself had been freed from a debt of ten thousand talents! He did not even recognize the harbor by means of which he had escaped shipwreck. Even the gesture of supplication did not remind him of his master’s kindness.

Casting all these out of his mind in his greed, cruelty and rancor, he was more brutal than any wild beast in seizing his fellow servant by the throat.

What are you doing, O my beloved? Do you not see that you are making such a demand upon yourself? You are deceiving yourself. You are thrusting a sword into yourself! You are revoking both the sentence and the gift. But he considered none of this, nor did he remember his own case, nor did he yield at all. Yet the requests were not on the same order. Compare them. One was for ten thousand talents, the other for a pittance: a hundred denarii. One was merely dealing with his fellow servant. But the other was dealing with his lord. The one received entire forgiveness; the other asked for delay, and not so much as this did he give him, for “he cast him into prison.” The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 61.4.﻿33﻿
18:34 Delivered to the Jailers

Till He Should Pay All His Debts. Apollinaris: When they do not tolerate our wickedness, our fellow servants are angels who accuse us before God. They do not accuse to God as to one who does not know of our sins but because of their anger at those who break the laws of human love. By “jailers” he means the angels entrusted with our punishment. “Till he should pay all his debts” means in effect that he has handed him over to be punished for all time. For he could never pay it back. For when he corrects a person in the present life, God hands him over to bonds, sickness and tortures, but in the future he hands him over to anguish without remission for all time. He did not say, “So also will your Father do to you,” but “My Father.” For such people are unworthy to be called sons of God. So the parable describes in summary the indescribable love of God. Anyone who does not imitate this love, as far as he can, will suffer severe punishment from the just Judge. Even though it has been said, “Not to be regretted are God’s blessings,” yet wickedness is so strong that it blocks out these words. So the story demands two things of us: to remember our own faults and not to bear a grudge on one who stumbles. Fragment 92.﻿34﻿
18:35 If You Do Not Forgive

So My Father Will Do to You. St. John Chrysostom: “In anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all his debt.”﻿35﻿ This means forever, since he will never pay it. For since you did not become better by receiving blessings, it remains for you to be corrected by punishment. For since you have not become better by the kindness shown to you, it remains that you will be corrected only by vengeance. Although it is said that the blessings and gifts of God are irrevocable,﻿36﻿ our recalcitrance may frustrate even this intention of God. For what, then, can be a more grievous thing than to be vengeful, especially when it appears to overthrow so great a gift of God. The text does not simply say they “delivered him” but “in anger delivered him.” For when he had earlier commanded him to be sold, his were not the words of wrath but, rightly understood, a moment of great mercy. He did not in fact show wrath at that point. But in this case it is a sentence of great anger, punishment and vengeance. So what does the parable mean? “So also my heavenly Father will do to you,” He says, “if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” Note that He did not say “your Father” but “My Father.” For it is not proper for God to be called the Father of one who is so wicked and malicious. The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 61.4.﻿37﻿

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                                 .
Forgiveness
[image: image1.png] Verse to Memorize: 
	For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
Matthew 6:14


1. What is the only conditional request in the Lord’s Prayer?

2. What effect does forgiveness have on human health?

3. No matter how much we have to forgive others, it’s nothing compared to _______________

4. What does it imply when we cannot forgive others?

5. Which Bible parable clearly illustrates God’s forgiveness?

6. The only way we can forgive others is through God’s ___________.

7. How must our standings toward others be before partaking of the Holy Communion?

1 1 Gen 4:8.


2 2 Gen 4:24.


3 3 It did not miss the eye of rabbinic interpreters that Cain would be avenged seven times and Lamech seventy-seven. Lamech lived 777 years. Lamech boasted of his vengeful killing of a young man, so it is pride that is being corrected. Such pride was attributed by Hilary of Poitiers to those who killed the Savior (cf. Gen 4:18–24).


4 4 ﻿SC﻿ 258:84–86.


5 5 Mt 1:1.


6 6 Cf. ﻿NPNF 1﻿ 6:257–58.


7 7 Lk 3:23.


8 8 Augustine followed Hilary of Poitiers and others in assuming that Jesus’ word about unlimited forgiviness may be a conscious allusion to the song of Lamech (Gen 4:24).


9 9 ﻿PL﻿ 38:516–17; ﻿NPNF 1﻿ 6:364* (Sermon 33).


10 10 Mt 5:3–10.


11 11 ﻿GCS﻿ 40:289; ﻿ANF﻿ 9:498.


12 12 Word means the Christian message, which is identified with Christ himself, the divine Word (Logos).
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15 15 Ezek 9:7.


16 16 1 Cor 15:52.
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20 20 Mt 7:23; Lk 13:27.


21 21 MKGK 225.
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