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Discovering God’s Will 
Objective: 
1. To appreciate the importance of seeking God’s will before every decision that we make
2. To know how to make decisions according to God’s will
Memory Verse: 

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) 
References: 

1. “How to Make Decisions,” by H.G. Anba Moussa, the Bishop of Youth 

2. “Discovering God’s Will,” by Ed Young, Winning Walk Ministries
Introduction: 


Everyday we face multiple decisions that challenge us in various aspects of our lives. Some decisions are big and some are small, but we always have to live with the consequences. 


Many Christians make their plans and decisions like atheists, without reference to the Lord. They verbally profess to be Christians, but their lives are no different from those who deny God’s existence. But the Lord calls us to forsake practical atheism and puts feet to our verbal profession of faith. 


So how do you know what to do? Our contemporary world provides us a dizzying abundance of choices and opportunities in our personal, family and public lives. Which option should we choose? Sometimes the choices for the Lord stand out starkly, and we are at least aware of what we are supposed to do. But even when we know what we are supposed to do, our will to honor God often seems disabled. How do we follow through in obedience with the right choices? In our contemporary world, the choices for the Lord are not always clear. In our family, in our vocation, and in our community several tough options often confront us, and maybe none of them seem terribly clear. How does the Christian sift through shades of gray? 

Lesson Outline: 

I. God’s will has two aspects 

One aspect is the revealed will of God and the other is the hidden will of God. What is the difference? 


The revealed will of God is the Word of God, the Holy Bible. 


The hidden will of God is His plan for each one of us that is not immediately evident on the pages of the scripture. 


Many Christians agonize as they try to ascertain the hidden will of God for their lives, but the key is first obeying the revealed will. It is truly amazing how much God’s hidden will becomes apparent to us when we are faithful to follow Him in the things He has already revealed. Our Lord Jesus said, “You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things” (Matthew 25:20). So, what is God’s revealed will for your life and my life? 


First, God’s will is that you and I be saved. The only way to be in the middle of the Lord’s will for our lives is to be saved and be reconciled to God through Christ. His highest hope for you and I is to be in a loving relationship with Him every moment of every day. 


Second, God’s will for us is to obey His commandments and love Him with all of our heart, mind and strength. The Holy Bible tells us that it is God’s will that we should avoid sexual immorality, and that we pray continually and give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5, 5:17-18). Also God’s will for all of us is to be spirit-filled (Ephesians 5:18). This means that we are to surrender our will to the Lord and let the Holy Spirit direct and empower us. God’s will for us is to obey scriptural commands. 


But what about the situations where God does not specifically give a command? If you are unsure ask yourself these questions: 

1. Will God be glorified if I choose this option? 

2. Will people connected to this decision be strengthened in their faith or at least see a clear example of Godliness? 

3. Would Our Lord Jesus do that? 

4. Does this help me grow closer to the Lord? 

5. Would I like this done to me or said about me? 

II. Two important activities that help in making God’s desires your desires 

· Prayer
· Godly advice 

Prayer is one way the Holy Spirit works (John 16:13) 

Godly counsel is important in seeking to discover God’s hidden will. Ask your father of confession, a Sunday School Servant, or a trusted friend in church. The Holy Bible tells us that the Church (all believers) is the body of Christ, and the Lord often works His blessings in our lives through other parts of the body. However, be careful whom you ask. Make sure you know that the individuals that you solicit advice from are trustworthy, mature, loving and true Christians. Seeking Godly counsel does not mean that you do exactly what they tell you, but it does mean that you give serious consideration and weight to their advice. 

III. Waiting for God’s Will in Fear

Waiting is a difficult but important part of seeking God’s will. Many of us have been conditioned by society to expect results right away. We are impatient in waiting for the Lord’s direction on important decisions in our lives. However, God tells us to wait upon Him: “Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14). He is very concerned about our character, not just our clarity in decision-making. Often we find that the very process of waiting illuminates selfish, demanding areas of our hearts which God can purify and cure. 


Also some people express anxiety about God’s will that it may not be according to their will and that will make them miserable. Fearing to submit to God’s will demonstrates that we don’t know the goodness of God and His love for us. The Lord knows us perfectly. He knows our physical, mental and emotional make-up and needs. He knows our hopes, dreams and fears. He knows all the good and bad in us, and He loves us completely the whole time. God’s desire is for our best. In fact, He wants what is best for us more than we do! “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” (Matthew 7:11). 

Conclusion: 


When you pray, “Lord, I am yielding my will to yours; I relinquish my own selfish plans and accept whatever you have for me,” the Lord becomes exalted because He can bring more blessing and joy in your life, more now than ever before. The one place in the universe where your fears must flee forever is in the center of our loving God’s will. It doesn’t get any better than this. 

Application: 

· Search the Bible for the acceptable prayers in the Old and New Testament and look for the way they were worded. 

· Identify Bible personalities that submitted completely to God’s will and contemplate on the outcomes in their lives. 


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