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Salvation in the Orthodox Understanding 
Objective: 
1. To understand the concept and meaning of salvation in the Orthodox Church
2. To understand the importance of working towards salvation
Memory Verse: 

“By works, faith is made perfect” (James 2:22). 
References: 

· “Salvation in the Orthodox Understanding,” By His Holiness Pope Shenouda 

Introduction: 


Many Christians believe that salvation can happen in an instant and last a lifetime. Yet, in the Orthodox Church, salvation is a long continuous process. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. The danger of using a single verse 
A. Wrong practice can lead to incorrect understanding of Biblical truths. 
B. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:31) 

· Some take this verse to mean that salvation comes through faith alone. 

· This verse was said to an unbeliever; he needed to believe in Christ first in order to begin a life of salvation. 

· Sometimes the Bible mentions a first step: 

a) Simeon the Elder said, “My eyes have seen Your salvation” (Luke 2:31). 

b) Christ said, “Today salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:9). 

· How could salvation come to the entire household through the faith of the jailer? 

· If we continue the passage, we see that he and his family were baptized. 

· So, we learn that we have to put together a number of verses in order to understand “salvation” correctly.
C. Once, a young man came to Christ and asked Him what he should do to have eternal life (Matt 19:17). 

· Christ did not mention faith or grace in his response. 

· Christ said he needed to keep the commandments. Should we then say that keeping the commandments is sufficient without faith, baptism, and the Sacraments? 

· Christ here made His comments in order to reach this person’s weakness. 

D. “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God” (Romans 5:1).
· Again, this verse alone indicates that justification is through faith alone. 

· We should include other verses, such as, “For not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified” (Rom 2:13). 

· Also, “You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only” (James 2:24). 

II. There is no salvation except through the Blood of Christ alone. 

A. Faith in the redeeming work of Christ is essential for salvation. 

· Those who do good works apart from faith in Christ will not be saved. 

B. Why can there be no salvation but only through the Blood of Christ? 

· Since God is unlimited, any sin committed against Him is also unlimited. 

· So, sin cannot be forgiven except by an unlimited propitiation. 

· Therefore the only solution for man is for God to take flesh and die on man’s behalf. 

C. Conditions of salvation through the Blood of Christ:
· Faith 

· Baptism 

· Church Sacraments 

· Good works 

III. The importance of working for salvation: 

A. Evil works lead to perdition: Read
· Galatians 5:19-21 

· Ephesians 5:5,6 

· 1 Corinthians 6:9,10 

B. Judgment will be according to works:
· Old Testament: 

a) (Psalm 62:12) “Also to You, O Lord, belongs mercy; for You render to each one according to his work.” 

b) (Ecclesiastics 12:14) “For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether it is good or whether it is evil.” 

· New Testament 

a) (Matthew 16:27) “For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” 

b) (John 5:28-29) “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth - those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.” 

c) (Matthew 12:37) “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

· Works are requisite for faith: 

a) (Luke 3:8) “Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.” 

b) (James 2:14) “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?” 

c) (Matthew 21:43) “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.” 

· Works are evidence of the existence of faith: 

(James 2:18) “But someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’ Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” 

· Works are evidence of being born of God:
(1 John 2:29) “If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.” 

· Works make faith perfect:
(James 2:22) “Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?” 

IV. Striving 

A. A person cannot be saved through his own efforts: 

· “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

· Grace is necessary for salvation, but it cannot solely save us unless we respond to it. 

B. The communion of the Holy Spirit: 

· It is a fellowship where both we and the Holy Spirit work together. 

· The Holy Spirit alone could save us, but He does not work against our will. 

C. The necessity of striving: 

· (Hebrews 12:1) “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” 

· (Hebrews 12:4) “You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.” 

· (2 Timothy 4:7-8) “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all.” 

D. The spiritual war: 

· (1 Peter 5:8-9) “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world who have loved His appearing.” 

V. Confidence and Trust Concerning the Kingdom of God 

A. Two questions: To what extent may one have hope in God’s mercy? Can a believer trust that he will attain the Kingdom? 

B. Unlimited trust in God:
· We have hope in God’s mercy. 

· Hope is one of the three great virtues mentioned in l Corinthians 13:13. 

C. We should not trust our own will: 

· A person may err easily. 

· A person is mistaken to think that he has overcome sin and is now renewed & sanctified. 

· We trust in Christ’s Blood, but admit our tendency to sin. 

· (Luke 13:3) “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” 

· (1 Corinthians 10:12) “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” 

D. Are you saved or not? 

· We answer saying, “We were saved from the original sin in baptism, but final salvation shall be attained when we put off the flesh.” 

· The Church does not celebrate the birthdays of the saints or the day that they were accepted in the Church. It celebrates the godly completion of the journey of their lives on earth. 

E. Let your answers be from the faith of the Church. 

· “Lean not on your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). 

· Church teaches us in our prayers, “If the righteous is hardly saved, where shall I a sinner appear?” 

· “Behold I am about to stand before the Just Judge, terrified and trembling because of my many sins. For a life spent in pleasures deserves condemnation. So repent, O my soul, so long as you dwell on this earth...” 

· These prayers teach us not to rely on any guarantee, but to struggle with humility for salvation. 

VI. Is it possible that a believer should perish? 

A. First example: 

· (Romans 11:20-22) “Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, and if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.” 

· (John 15:2) “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” 
· (John 15:6) “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.” 

B. Second example: 

· (Hebrews 10:26-31) “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

C. Those who deny the faith: 

· (2 Peter 2:20,21) “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.” 

D. The saints can be overcome: 

·  (Revelations 13:7) “And it was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation.” 

E. The perdition of Demas:
· (Colossians 4:14) “Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you.” 

· (Philemon 1:24) “As do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow laborers.” 

· (2 Timothy 4:10) “For Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica - Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.” 

Conclusion: 


Both faith and works are essential for a continuing process of salvation. 

Application: 


Do a search regarding the understanding of salvation in the Protestant and Catholic faith.




THE IMPORTANCE OF WORKS FOR SALVATION(
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Good works are necessary but not sufficient for salvation. Works are the fruit of faith; they demonstrate and perfect faith. God commands us to do good works and punishes those who neglect doing them; condemnation on the Day of Judgment will be according to one’s works.


Our works are what make us worthy of the consequences of Christ’s Blood. A person needs the help of grace to be able to do good works; “Without Me you can do nothing.” [John 15:5] Our good works are the outcome of the communion between our will and the work of the Holy Spirit within us.


The texts of the Holy Bible which belittle the value of works either mean the works of the Law (such as circumcision, ritual practices, observing days, months, feasts and similar matters) or the works which are not based on the Blood of Christ and His redemption (such as the works of non-believers, which are without faith or precede faith).

Evil works lead to perdition

· [Romans 6:23] “The wages of sin is death.” Only the penitent will enjoy the salvation granted by Christ’s Blood. The point of the preceding verses is that faith alone will not save anyone if he accompanies his faith with evil works.

· [Galatians 5:19-21] “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries and the like, of which I tell you beforehand, just as I told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
· [Hebrews 10:26-27] “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.” [Hebrews 10:29-31] “Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, says the Lord.’ And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”
· [2 Peter 2: 20-21] “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, he latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.”
· [Matthew 7:41-43; 46] “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter the Kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!” Are the people who are calling Christ “Lord" not believers?

· Perdition is not only reserved for murderers, fornicators or idolaters; it can also be deserved for those who do not feed the hungry: [Matthew 25: 41-46] “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’… And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Judgment according to works

· [James 2:14] “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?”
· [Matthew 16:27] “For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father and His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” [John 5:28-29] “For the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth – those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.” [Revelation 22:12] “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.”
· [2 Corinthians 5:10] “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”
Works are fruits requisite for faith

· [Titus 3:8;14] “This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men…And let out people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful.”
· [Galatians 5:22] “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”
· [Matthew 7:19-21] “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them. Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord’, shall enter the Kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 
· With respect to the fig tree which gave no fruit, [Luke 13:6-9] “Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it; and if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.”
Works are evidence of the existence of faith

· [James 2:18] “Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” [Matthew 7:16-17] “You will know them by their fruits … every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.”
Works are evidence of being born of God

· [1 John 2:29] “If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.” [1 John 3:9] “Whoever has been born of God does not sin.”
By works faith is made perfect

· [James 2:22] “By works faith was made perfect.” [James 1:27] “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.”
The importance of behavior and good works

· [1 John 1:6-7] “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
· [Romans 8:1] “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” [1 John 2:6] “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.”

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Last                                   .
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Memory Verse: 
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1. How can we avoid the danger of using a single verse from the Bible?
2. What are the conditions of salvation through Christ’s Blood:

a. ____________________

b. ____________________

c. ____________________

d. ____________________

3. Mention a Biblical verse that proves that final judgment will be according to works:

4. Mention an Biblical incident which shows that it’s possible for a believer to perish:

5. How do you answer a person who asks you, “Are you saved?”

6. Can a person be saved without striving? Explain with verses from the Bible:

7. Can we trust our own will to not fall in sin? Explain.

By works, faith is made perfect.


James 2:22












































( Salvation in the Orthodox Concept, by H.H. Pope Shenouda III, Dar El Tebaa El Kawmia, 1990, Chapter 2
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