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The Second Coming 
Objective: 
1. To know some of the prophecies about the second coming
2. To compare between the first and the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
3. To be prepared for the Second Coming any time
Memory Verse: 

“You also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not expect Him” (Matthew 24:44). 
References: 

1. “Signs of the Times,” by Fr. Augustinos Hanna, St. John Magazine 11:119, December 1999, P 8 (in Arabic)
2. “The First and Second Coming of Christ,” by Fr. Augustinos Hanna, St. John Magazine 12:120, January 2000, P 6 (in Arabic)
Introduction: 


Many scientists and religious leaders have spent exhaustive efforts, trying to predict and calculate a date for the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. They used the prophecies and mathematical calculations to be able to resolve the great mysteries around the Second Coming. Many of us also wonder and try to imagine what would the Second Coming be like and what are the signs of the times? 

Lesson Outline: 


It might seem contradictory that the Lord rebuked the Pharisees who could not discern the signs of the times (Matthew 16:2-3), while mentioning on the other hand that “It is not for you to know the times or seasons which the Father has put in his own authority” (Act 1:7, Matthew 24:36). It is not for anyone to know the exact time when the second coming will take place, but the Lord gave us some signs to indicate His coming and to be prepared at all times (Matthew 24:4-31). We also have to keep in our minds “that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8). 

I. Signs of the Second Coming 
A. Great Earthquakes 

One of the signs of Christ’s Second Coming is great earthquakes (Luke 21:11). What is happening around the world at the present time confirms this sign? There are many major earthquakes that have killed thousands of people, such as those in Turkey, Iran, Mexico, Korea, Taiwan and California. 

B. Apostasy 


Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). And St. Paul mentioned that apostasy will occur before the second coming: “Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first” (2 Thessalonians 2:3). 


The seeds of this apostasy are being sown everywhere. All kinds of weeds and thorns are choking faith in the living God, in Christ and in the Bible. This abomination of desolation is sitting in the temple of God. Many now teach that: 

1. Belief in God is fiction, a myth! 

2. As modern people, we have to abandon theological realism. 

3. The idea that God actually exists as the Creator of the Universe and that Christ was actually raised from the dead could not be true. 

4. We must now learn to view Christianity, like Buddhism or any other religion, as a historical human construction. 

5. All of our beliefs originate in the human imagination. 


The worldwide spread of crimes, sexual addiction, drug addiction, alcoholism, same-sex marriage, gay rights, devil-worship, human sacrifice, abortion, pornography, atheism, rape and murder are the common characteristics of the generation of the flood. The time of Noah has returned on earth! 

C. Modern Heresies 


There are many new beliefs and modern heresies that are engulfing millions of people at the present time. Examples of those who spread strange beliefs are Jehovah’s Witness and Mormons. They all deny the divinity of Christ and are modern versions of Aryanism and Gnostic heresies. 

D. Persecution 


There are still violent waves and vicious attacks from Muslims, Buddhists and atheists against Christians in India, Pakistan, Sudan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, China and Indonesia. This is also one of the signs of the times. 

II. Comparison between the First and the Second Coming of our Lord 

· The first coming of our Lord was quiet and calm, and only a few people knew about it. The Second Coming is going to be awesome and full of glory. He will be coming on the clouds with the shouts of the angels, and the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky (Matthew 29:24). 

· Both the first and second coming fulfill the prophecies. 

· In the first coming, the kings plotted the death of the Lord on the Cross, but in the second coming, all the kings and the rich will hide in the mountains and in the caves (Revelation 6:12-17). 

· In the first coming, He came as a poor man, but in the second coming, He will come as a Glorious King and every knee shall bow to Him (Philippians 2:5-11). 

· In the first coming, He came to save us, and in the second coming, He will come to judge everyone (Matthew 25:22). 

· In the first coming, He came to the Jews first and they rejected Him, but in the second coming, He will come for everyone and all nations will come to Him. 

· In the first coming, He took the righteous to paradise, and in the second coming, He will take them to the heavenly kingdom. 

Conclusion: 


The second coming can happen on any day and at any time. Actually the moment of death is the end of life and resembles the second coming for every human. At that moment, the chance to inherit the kingdom is gone. Therefore, we should be prepared at anytime for the second coming of the Lord, or the end of our life. 

Application: 

· Where, in the Bible, are the 24 priests mentioned? 

· Make a list of the seven seals mentioned in Revelation, Chapters 6-8. 



THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST(
CHRIST WILL COME BACK


The New Testament, the Liturgy, the Church and the Creed teach us that the first coming of Christ will be followed by a second. The Lord Jesus referred to His return more than once.


Mat 24:30 “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
The sign of the Son of Man is the Holy Cross:
· Mat 25:19 “After a long time, the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.”
· Mat 26:64 Jesus said to him, [“It is as] you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

· John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, [there] you may be also.”
Angels called attention to it at the Ascension:
· Acts 1:11 “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This [same] Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

The Epistles spoke of it repeatedly:
· Phil 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”
· 1 Th 4:15-16 “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive [and] remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. {16} For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.”
· 2 Th 1:7 “and to [give] you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels”
· 2 Th 1:10 “when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.”
· Titus 2:13 “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our Great God and Savior Jesus Christ”
· Heb 9:28 “so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”
EVENTS PRECEDING THE SECOND COMING

According to the Scripture several important events must precede the return of Christ.

The Calling of the Gentiles:

The Gospel of the Kingdom must be preached to all nations before the coming of Christ.

· Mat 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.”
· Mark 13:10 “And the gospel must first be preached to all the nations.”
· Rom 11:25 “For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”

This means that the whole nations, as a whole, must be so thoroughly evangelized that the Gospel becomes a power in the life of people, a sign that calls for decision.

The Conversion of the Full Number of Israel:
· Rom 11:25-29 “For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. {26} And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; {27} For this [is] My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.’ {28} Concerning the gospel [they are] enemies for your sake, but concerning the election [they are] beloved for the sake of the fathers. {29} For the gifts and the calling of God [are] irrevocable.”
· 2 Cor 3:15 “But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.”

Both of the above references refer to the conversion of Israel, and the passage in Romans seems to connect this with the end of time. Some take these passages to teach that Israel as a whole, Israel as a nation, will finally turn to the Lord. It is more likely, however, that the expression “all Israel” in Rom 11:26 simply refers to the full number of the elect, through the pre- knowledge of God, out of the ancient covenant people. The whole passage implies that in the end, large numbers of Israel will turn to the Lord.

The Great Apostasy and the Great Tribulation:

The Bible teaches repeatedly that towards the end of time there will be a great falling away. Iniquity will increase, and the love of many will wax cold.

· Mat 24:12 “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.”
· 2 Th 2:3 “Let no one deceive you by any means; for [that Day will not come] unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition.”
· 2 Tim 3:1-7 “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: {2} For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, {3} unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, {4} traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, {5} having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! {6} For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, {7} always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
· 2 Tim 4:3-4 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, [because] they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; {4} and they will turn [their] ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.”
Wickedness crying to high heaven will result in a terrible tribulation.

· Mat 24:21 “For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
The Coming of the Antichrist:

The spirit of the Antichrist was already in evidence in the apostolic age.


The Antichrist is a real person who will occupy a leading position in the world. His seat may be in any of the apostate Churches (and we see many of them today), or he may be seated in Jerusalem’s Temple.


The rebuilding of the Jerusalem Temple is only a slim possibility, because the Lord Himself declared that no stone in it will be left unturned.


There are some people who say that the Jews may rebuild the Jerusalem Temple; however, this is only speculation at this stage.


1 John 2:18 “Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.”

The Bible leads us to expect that at the end of the age, a single individual will stand out as the incarnation of all wickedness, “the man of sin.”
· 2 Th 2:3-4 “Let no one deceive you by any means; for [that Day will not come] unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, {4} who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”
· 1 John 2:18-22 “Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. {19} They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but [they went out] that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. {20} But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. {21} I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. {22} Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is Antichrist who denies the Father and the Son.”

It is very easy for Christians to discern that NO one who comes to this earth and govern it could be the true Christ. When the True Christ comes, this earth and all material will burn and dissolve.

· 2 Pet 3:10-13 (NKJV) “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”
Signs and Wonders:

The Bible also refers to striking signs, marking the beginning of travail, to be followed by the rebirth of the universe; there will be also fearful portents in heaven, when the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
· Mat 24:29-30 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. {30} “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
· Mark 13:24-25 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; {25} the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.”
· Luke 21:25-26 “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; {26} men’s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken.”
THE SECOND COMING ITSELF


After these signs the Son of Man will be seen on the clouds of heaven.

The Time of His Coming:

Some believe that the coming of Christ is imminent, that is, may now occur at any time. But the Bible teaches us that the events and signs, mentioned in the forgoing, must precede the return. From God’s point of view, the coming is always near.

· Heb 10:25 “…not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as [is] the manner of some, but exhorting [one another], and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”
· James 5:9 “Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!”
· 1 Pet 4:5 “They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. But no one can determine the exact time, not even the angles nor the Son of Man.”
· Mat 24:36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.”

This verse is stated here to refute some of the people who are claiming that Christ has appeared to them in visions and have given them the time of His second coming.
The Manner of His Coming:
1. The Person of Christ Will Return.


His coming is true and not only spiritual, since the Holy Spirit has dwelt and lived with the Church since the Day of Pentecost.

· Mat 24:30 “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
· Mat 26:64 Jesus said to him, [“It is as] you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

· Acts 1:11 “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This [same] Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

· Titus 2:13 “…looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our Great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”
· Rev 1:7 “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.”
2. His Second Coming Will Be a Surprise

· Mat 24:37-44 “But as the days of Noah [were], so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. {38}For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, {39} and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. {40} Then two [men] will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. {41} Two [women will be] grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. {42} Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. {43} But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. {44} Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
· Mat 25:1-12 “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. {2} Now five of them were wise, and five [were] foolish. {3} Those who [were] foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, {4} but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. {5} But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. {6} And at midnight a cry was [heard]: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ {7} Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. {8} And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us [some] of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ {9} But the wise answered, saying, [‘No], lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ {10} And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. {11} Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ {12}But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’”
· 1 Th 5:2-3 “For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. {3} For when they say, ‘Peace and safety!’ then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.”
· Rev 3:3 “Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.”
The Second Coming Will Be Triumphant and Glorious:
1. The Clouds of Heaven Will Be His Chariot.
· Mat 24:30 “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
2. The Angels Will Be His Body Guard.
· 2 Th 1:7 “…and to [give] you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels.”
3. The Archangels Are His Heralds.
· 1 Th 4:16 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.”
4. The Saints of God Will Be His Glorious Entourage, “Retinue.”

· 1 Th 3:13 “…so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.”
· 2 Th 1:10 “…when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.”
THE PURPOSE OF HIS COMING


Christ will return to introduce the future age, the eternal state of things, and will do this by two mighty events, the resurrection and the final judgment

· John 5:25-29 “Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. {26} For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, {27} and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. {28} Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice {29} and come forth; those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”
· Acts 17:31 “…because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

· Rom 2:3-16 “And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? {4} Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? {5} But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, {6} who ‘will render to each one according to his deeds’: {7} eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; {8} but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness; indignation and wrath, {9} tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; {10} but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. {11} For there is no partiality with God. {12} For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law {13} (for not the hearers of the law [are] just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; {14} for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, {15} who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves [their] thoughts accusing or else excusing [them]) {16} in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.”
· 2 Cor 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things [done] in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”
· Phil 3:20-21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, {21} who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.”
· 1 Th 4:13-17 “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. {14} For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. {15} For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive [and] remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. {16} For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. {17} Then we who are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”
· 2 Pet 3:10-13 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. {11} Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner [of persons] ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, {12} looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? {13} Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”
· Rev 20:11-15 “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. {12} And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is [the Book] of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. {13} The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. {14} Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. {15} And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.”
· Rev 22:12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward [is] with Me, to give to every one according to his work.”
THE QUESTION OF THE MILLENNIUM


Some believe that the second coming of Christ will either be preceded or followed by a millennium.

Post-Millennialism


Post-Millennialism teaches that the second coming of Christ will follow the millennium. The millennium takes place during the Gospel dispensation, in which we are now living, and at its end, Christ will appear.

The Orthodox Faith


Christ has started the millennium age on the CROSS. It is obvious from the selected prophesies for Good Friday that Christ on the Cross was actually starting the Kingdom of God, and the Cross was the throne of Christ (refer to “The Rite of Passion Week According to the Coptic Orthodox Church.”

The Church is the Kingdom of God on earth. The Church has made the Gospel an effective reality. The Church provides righteousness and peace to its people and the world, as well as rich spiritual blessings.
Pre-Millennialism (THIS VIEW IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO THE ORTHODOX CHURCH)

According to Pre-Millennialism, Christ, at His return, will re-establish the kingdom of David on earth and will reign in Jerusalem for a thousand years. This theory is based on a literalistic interpretation of the prophets and of Rev 20:1-6.

· Rev 20:1-6 “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. {2} He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is [the] Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; {3} and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. {4} And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then [I saw] the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received [his] mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. {5} But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This [is] the first resurrection. {6} Blessed and holy [is] he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.”

This view makes the kingdom of God an earthly and national kingdom, while the New Testament represents it as spiritual and universal, a kingdom that is now in existence.

· Mat 11:12 “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.”
· Mat 12:28 “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.”
· Luke 17:21 “…nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”

· John 18:36-37 “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.’ {37} Pilate therefore said to Him, ‘Are You a king then?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say [rightly] that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.’”

· Col 1:13 “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed [us] into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”

The New Testament mentions nothing of such an earthly and temporal kingdom of Christ but does speak of His heavenly and eternal kingdom.

· 2 Tim 4:18 “And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve [me] for His heavenly kingdom. To Him [be] glory forever and ever. Amen!”
· 2 Pet 1:11 “…for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

This theory seeks its main support from one passage (Rev 20:1-6), which represents a scene in heaven and makes no mention of the Jews, of an earthly and national kingdom, nor of the land of Palestine as the place where Jesus will rule.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW

1. What great events will precede the second coming of Christ?

2. In what sense must the nations be evangelized?

3. How must we understand the predicted conversion of Israel?

4. What are the great apostasy and the great tribulation?

5. What does the Bible mean when it speaks about the anti-Christ?

6. In what sense are there antichrists even now?

7. What signs will precede the second coming? 
8. In what sense can it be regarded as near?

9. Can we regard the second coming as a past event? If not, why not?

10. Can we prove that it will be physical and visible?

11. How can it be sudden when it will be preceded by signs?

12. What will be the purpose of Christ’s return?

13. Where do you stand with people who claim they know the time of the Second Coming?

14. From Rev 18, explain one of the phases of the great apostasy.

15. What is the difference between post- and pre-millennialism?

16. Will Christ come back to preach the Jews?


NAME: ____________________________  

first                   
last                 
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3. What are the great apostasy and the great tribulation?

4. What does the Bible mean when it speaks about the anti-Christ?

5. What signs will precede the second coming? 
6. Can we prove that the second coming will be physical and visible?

7. How can the second coming be sudden when it will be preceded by signs?

8. What will be the purpose of Christ’s return?

9. Where do you stand with people who claim they know the time of the Second Coming?

10. Will Christ come back to preach the Jews? Explain.






























( Doctrinal Theology According to the Coptic Orthodox Church, Sub-Deacon Amir Hanna, Pope Shenouda III Coptic Theological College, Sydney, Australia, 1998, Chapter 11
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