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The Virgin in the Coptic Liturgy 
Objective: 
· To show the importance of St. Mary and her position in our Coptic Church
· To understand how to praise St. Mary
Memory Verse: 

“For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed” (Luke 1:48). 
Introduction: 


From the memoir written by Anba Paul Al Bushy, our Coptic Church blesses and glorifies Virgin Mary: 

· “For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.” 

· “You are greater than the heavenly hosts and higher in rank than the cherubim, better than the seraphim and more honorable than the Spiritual angels.” 

· You are the pride of our race. Virginity is proud through you. Through you, true purity and chastity are honored. You deserved the blessing and honor bestowed upon you by the Lord before whom all the people bow and who chose you and was born of you. 

· For this, we deeply honor you; your intercession is so powerful that it has immediate answer. 


Such blessings and glorification are offered to St. Mary because of her supreme rank. When we contemplate the prayers of the daily hymns, the Psalms cited in the canonical hours and the Divine Liturgy, we find a wonderful rich heritage of expressions and phrases that glorify her purity and all the lovely attributes, which the Church endows on her. Such expressions emerge from theological originality and the fathers, the saints and the theologians who were inspired by the Lord. They extracted these attributes from the symbols and prophecies of the Old Testament, which were fulfilled in the character of the Virgin. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. In the annual holy Psalmody 
· This includes the daily hymns of the ordinary days. We find that the name of the Virgin is glorified at the beginning of the midnight prayers in the paragraph about the Resurrection. We address her saying, “All joys are appropriate to you, O Theotokos, Mother of our Lord, since through you Adam was brought back to Paradise and Eve became adorned and her sadness disappeared.” We request her intercession at the end of the last two lobshes, i.e. interpretations of the first and second hymn of praise and also at the beginning of the Commemoration of the Saints. 

· There are three Doxologies, i.e. glorification for the Virgin, which are sung in the Evening Prayer, Midnight Prayer and the Morning Prayer; these include glorification of her beatitude. For example, “Mary in the upper heaven, sitting to the right of the Lord, is praying for us…” 

· At the end of each Doxology, we complete, “Peace be to you O Virgin the real true queen, Peace be to you, the pride of our race, because you gave birth to Emmanuel. We ask you to pray for us and remember us, O honest and pure Virgin, and ask our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us our sins.” 

· According to the basic structure of the daily hymn studied earlier, we first pray the introductory opening of the praises, followed by the first three Hoases, the hymn of the three young men, commemoration of saints, Doxologies, the Fourth Hoas, then the day’s Psalmody and the memoirs of the day (The memoirs are glorification for the Virgin, the Mother of the Lord). 

II. Evening and Morning Raising of Incense 


Bell Quadripartite (Arbaa Al Naqous) hymns are sung after the Prayer of Thanksgiving. In these hymns, we recite the verses which address the Virgin and through which we send peace to her (Note that the tunes of Watos days are different from those of Adam days). Then we complete, “Peace be to you, O Mary. Holy peace; peace be to you, O Mary, the Mother of the Holy.” 


Then we pray the extracts preceding the Orthodox Creed. The first is: “Peace be to you; we ask you, O Holy Virgin…” and some Doxologies, then the Orthodox Creed. 

III. In Psalms of Canonical Hours 


The Church sets the prayers of Canonical hours. They are selected parts after each hour’s Gospel. They are set in a precise way and in a perfect manner. The third part is always about seeking the Virgin’s intercessions. In some of these parts, the Virgin is given the titles of “The true Vine bearing the cluster of life, full of grace, the rampart of our salvation, the gate of heaven, the Mother of God, the mighty and impregnable fortress, and the mental door of life.” 

IV. In the Coptic Liturgy 


The Virgin is beautified and blessed. Beatitude of the Virgin occur in about ten parts of the Holy Liturgy:

· The blessing hymn “Sheri Maria ti Ou” is sung before the procession of the Lamb. 

· After the Prayer of Thanksgiving, during Lent, some verses of Psalm 87 are sung. This Psalm refers to the Virgin as the Holy City of God: “On the holy mount, stands the city He founded.” 

· When raising the Pauline incense, on feast days and non-fasting days, we sing, “This is the censer of pure gold…” On the days of fast, we sing, “You are the gold censer, bearing the blessed stone of fire...” 

· Before and after reading the Acts of the Apostles, we sing the hymn of St. Mary in five different ways, on five different occasions, over the Coptic Year. 

· Hymns of the Gospel during the month of Kiahk are all sung for St. Mary. We also ask her intercession on the other days of the year, after beautifying the Saint of the day. 

· In the Orthodox Creed, the Church emphasizes her virginity and her motherhood of God, calling her the Theotokos. The Church also added the Introduction to the Creed: “We magnify you, O Mother of the True Light…” to ascertain her position in the Orthodox faith. 

· “Aspasmos Adam and Watos” hymns are sung after the Prayer of Reconciliation and before the Liturgy of the Faithful. The most famous of them is “Rejoice O Mary, the servant and the Mother...” 

· In the Commemoration of Saints, according to the supreme rank of the Virgin in the Church rites, the priest requests her intercession at the top of the list of the victorious Church members; this is done in the commemoration intercession, in the blessing prayer and at the final supplication. Then this part is repeated: “Through the prayers and intercession of the Virgin, the holy, glorified pure and blessed Virgin...” 

· During the communion, this hymn is sung: “The bread of life that came to us from heaven and gave life to the world; you too, O Mary, bore in your womb the mental manna that came from the Father...” 

Conclusion: 


After this short presentation of the Church’s rites concerning the Lady Virgin, we notice the abundance of prayers and hymns devoted for the beatitude and glorification of Virgin Mary. The Church also spends several hours each day, honoring the Virgin by singing wonderful hymns and affectionate praises, seeking her intercessions. 


Compare this to our personal relationship with Virgin Mary, in our daily life, so that our hearts and tongues may glorify the Virgin who said, “For behold, henceforth, all generations will call me blessed.” 




Excerpts from the Sunday Theotokia

[1]

· You are called righteous, O blessed one, among women, the Second Tabernacle

· Which is called, the Holy of Holies, wherein are the tablets, of the covenant.

· Whereupon is, the Ten Commandments, these which are written, by the finger of God.

· They have directed us, to the Iota, the Name of Salvation, of Jesus Christ.

· Who was incarnate, of you without change, and became the Mediator, of a New Covenant.

· They likened it to you, O Virgin Mary, the true Tabernacle, wherein dwelt God.

[2]

· The Ark overlaid, roundabout with gold, that was made, with wood that would not decay.

· It foretold the sign, of God the Word, who became man, without separation.

· One nature out of two, a Holy Divinity, co-essential with the Father, and incorruptible.

· And they made an ark, of wood that would not decay, overlaid with gold, within and without.

· You too O Mary, are clothed with the glory, of the Divinity, within and without.

· For you have brought, unto God your Son, many people, through your purity.

[3]

· The Mercy Seat, was overshadowed by, the forged Cherubim, from all sides.

· Was a symbol of God the Word, Who was incarnate, of you without change, O undefiled.

· The two golden Cherubim, continually covered, with their wings, the Mercy Seat.

· Overshadowing, the place of the Holy, of the Holies, in the Second Tabernacle.

· You too O Mary, thousands of thousands, and myriads of myriads, overshadow you.

[4]

· You are the pot, made of pure gold, wherein was hidden, the True Manna.
· The Bread of Life, which came down from heaven, and gave life, unto the world.
· It befits you, to be called, the Golden pot, where the manna was hidden.
· For that was kept, in the Tabernacle, as a testimony, to the children of Israel.
· You too O Mary, have carried in your womb, the Rational Manna, that came from the Father.
· You bore Him without blemish, He gave unto us, His Honored Body and Blood, and we lived forever.
[5]

· You are the lampstand, made of pure gold, carrying, the ever-burning lamp.

· That is the unapproachable, Light of the world, that proceeds from, the unapproachable light.

· By His appearing, He gave light to us, we who sit in the darkness, and in the shadow of death.

· And He guided our feet, in the path of peace, through the communion, of His holy Sacraments.

· All the ranks on high, cannot resemble you, O golden lampstand, that carries the True Light.

· That was made of, pure and elect gold, and was placed in, the Tabernacle.

· That was made, by the hands of men, who brought oil for its lamps, by day and by night.

· He Who dwells in your womb, O Virgin Mary, gives light to every man, who comes into the world.

[6]

· You are the censer, made of pure gold, carrying the Blessed, and Live coal.

· That is taken, from the altar, to purge the sins, and take away iniquities.

· This is God the Word, Who took flesh from you, and offered Himself as incense, to God His Father.

· Wherefore truly, I do not err, whenever I call you, the golden censer.

· For therein, is offered, the choice incense, before the Holies.

· Wherein God takes away, the sins of the people, through the burnt offerings, and the aroma of incense.

· He Who offered Himself, as an acceptable Sacrifice, upon the Cross, for the salvation of our race.

[7]

· The rod of Aaron, which blossomed, without planting or watering, resembles you.

· O who gave birth to Christ, our True God, without the seed of man, and remained a virgin.

· You are called righteous, O Saint Mary, the Second Tabernacle, belonging to the Holies.

· Wherein is placed, the rod of Aaron, and the holy flower, of the incense.

· You are filled with purity, within and without, O pure Tabernacle, the dwelling of the saints.

· You are truly exalted, more than the rod, of Aaron, O full of grace.

· What is the rod, but Mary, for it is the symbol, of her virginity.

· She conceived and gave birth, without a man, to the Son of the Highest, the Word Himself.

· You are called, O Virgin Mary, the holy Flower, of the incense.

· Which came out, and blossomed, from the roots of the patriarchs, and the prophets.

· Like the rod, of Aaron the Priest, which blossomed, and brought forth fruit.

· For you gave birth to, the World without the seed of man, and her virginity, was not corrupted.

[13]

· A true tabernacle, is Mary the Virgin, placed in its midst, the true testimonies.

· The undefiled Ark, overlaid roundabout with gold, and the Mercy Seat, of the Cherubim.

· The golden vessel, where the manna was hidden, behold the Word of the Father, came and took flesh from you.

· The golden lampstand, carrying the True Light, who is the unapproachable, Light of the world.

· The golden censer, carrying the live coal, and the chosen incense, with a rich aroma.

· The rod of Aaron, that blossomed, and the holy flower, of the incense.

· All these together, direct us to, the miraculous Birth, O Virgin Mary.

· You decorated our souls, O Moses the prophet, by the honor of the Tabernacle, which you have adorned.

· The first Tabernacle, which Moses had made, was the place of the forgiveness, for the children of Israel.

· Through Mary, the daughter of Joachim, we learned of the True Sacrifice, for the forgiveness of sin.

[15]

· Who can speak of, the honor of the Tabernacle, which was decorated, by the prophet.

· When the chosen scholars, of the Holy Books, saw it, they were greatly amazed.
· They though, with their bright minds, and explained it, through the Holy Books.

· They called Mary, the daughter of Joachim, the true tabernacle, of the Lord of Hosts.

· They likened the Ark, to the Virgin, and its chosen gold, to her purity.

· They likened the Mercy Seat, to the Virgin, and the Cherubim of glory, overshadowing her.

· They likened the golden pot, to the Virgin, and the measure of manna, to our Savior.

· They likened the golden Candle-stand, to the Church, and the seven lamps, to her seven orders.

· They likened the golden Censer, to the Virgin, and its aloes, to Emmanuel.

· The likened the flower of incense, to Mary the Queen, and the chosen incense, to her virginity.

· They likened the rod of Aaron, to the wood of the cross, which my Lord was crucified upon, in order to save us.

· They likened the golden table, to the altar, and the oblation bread, to the Body of the Lord.

· They likened the high priest, to our Savior, the true sacrifice, for the forgiveness of sins.

· He Who offered Himself, as an acceptable Sacrifice, upon the Cross, for the salvation of our race.


St. Mary in the Coptic Liturgies(

Marian texts and hymns have a prominent place in our liturgies. Their theological meanings and tones are well ordered to fit various occasions.


We give examples for the place of the Marian texts in some Coptic liturgies:
1. The Eucharistic Liturgy:
A. Before the offertory, the following Marian hymn is sung:

“Hail, Mary the Queen, vine that does not grow old, that no vinedresser pruned. In her is found the Cluster of Life …
The Son of God was truly incarnated of the Virgin….

You found grace, O Bride; many people spoke of your honor, for the Word of the Father was incarnated of you!

You are the high tower, wherein the Pearl was found…”


Truly this hymn is very suitable, for the Church is prepared for the offertory and the priest has to choose the “Lamb,” i.e. the Heavenly King, while standing by the royal door, i.e. the door of heaven. St. Mary, in this hymn, is called the Queen to remind us that the Heavenly King, her Son, gave His life up on our behalf that we might become one with the Queen, sitting on the Right Hand of the King. 


She is also called the Bride, to remind us that the Eucharistic Liturgy represents the mystery of union between the Heavenly Bridegroom and the Church. It represents the mystery of the spiritual matrimony between the Crucified Christ and our souls!


She is also called the “high tower”, for she could enter heaven by the merit of her Son’s blood, waiting for us there!


Lastly, this hymn is the hymn of the Mystery of Incarnation realized in the holy womb of St. Mary, the mystery which leads us to receive the Holy Body and Blood of the Lord!

B. At the time of incense, the people sing the following hymn:
“This is the censer of pure gold, containing the ambergris that was entrusted to the hands of Aaron the Priest, to offer incense over the altar.”
On fasting days they say:

“The Virgin is the gold censer; our Savoir is its ambergris.
She bore Him, who saved us and forgave our sins.” 
And on the period of Great Lent:
“You are the pure gold censer, containing the Blessed Coal Fire!”


These hymns state that incensing is a symbol of the Mystery of Incarnation, for the Incarnate God offered Himself as a sweet fragrant Sacrifice, acceptable by the Father for our sake.

According to the Ethiopian rite, when incensing St. Mary’s Icon, the priest says:

“You are the gold censer, which bore the live Coal Fire...

Blessed be He…. who was incarnated of you.

Who offered Himself to His Father as incense and an acceptable Offering”

And on going outside the Iconostasis (Icon-stand), the priest also says:

The censer is Mary; the incense is He who was in her womb, which is fragrant; the incense is He whom she bore; He came and saved us, the Fragrant Ointment, Jesus Christ....”
C. When incensing St. Mary’s Icon, the Coptic priest says the following three texts:
“Rejoice, O beautiful dove, which has borne God, the Word, for us.

We give you salutation with Angel Gabriel saying: Rejoice (Hail), You are full of grace, the Lord is with you.”
“Hail (rejoice), O Virgin, the true queen; Hail, the Glory of our race. You have borne Emmanuel, for us.”
“May we ask you to remember us, O faithful intercessor, with our Lord Jesus Christ, that He may blot out our sins.”
D. Before reading a chapter from the “Acts” it is said:

“Rejoice (Hail), O Mary, the beautiful dove that bore God, the Word, for us!”


This hymn of St. Mary as a beautiful dove is sung before reading a chapter of the Acts of the Church. St. Mary is a prototype of the stainless Church, who received the holiness of God through Jesus Christ, the Incarnate God!


It is noteworthy that all Marian hymns sung through the readings (the Liturgy of the Word) concentrate on the Divine Incarnation, as if we have not only heard the Word of God but also receive the Word as a Person, dwelling within our souls.

E. After the prayer of Reconciliation, usually we sing the following hymn:

 “Rejoice, O Mary, the handmaid and Mother, for the angels sing hymns to Him, who is on your lap, the Cherubim becomingly worship Him, and the Seraphim too without intermission.

No favor we plead save your supplications and intercessions unto our Lord Jesus Christ, O mistress of us all and mother of God….”


Now, through the reconciliation which Jesus Christ has made, St. Mary as an archetype of the Church, rejoices!


We ask her to pray and intercede for us, through the reconciliation Jesus has made!

F. After the consecration of the Holy Elements, all the Church becomes united in Jesus Christ, and we commemorate the saints, that we may be assisted by their prayers. It is naturally that we remind her before all other saints:

“In the first place, she is the ever-virgin the Mother of God and the all-glorified, pure St. Mary, who gave birth to God, the true Word.”
G. Through receiving Holy Communion a hymn called PIWIK (Pioiek means “the bread”) is sung:

“The Bread of Life who came down from heaven, gives life to the world.

You, O Mary, conceived the Rational Manna, who came down from the Father,

You immaculately bore Him; Who gave us His precious Body and Blood, that we may live forever.”

2. The Sacrament of Matrimony:


Through the service of holy matrimony, the priest, deacons and people are thinking on the eternal wedding-feast of Christ and the Church.


For example, at the first part of the ceremony (called: the Agreement of Dual Possession) all the people, after hearing the Gospel concerning the Incarnation of God the Word, their Bridegroom, (John 1:1-17) sing in the “Palm-Sunday” tone, the following response, as if they are receiving the Bridegroom within their inner Jerusalem:

“Rejoice, O bride-chamber, diversely adorned of the True Bridegroom who has united Himself with humanity!”


St. Mary as the prototype of the Church, the heavenly Bride, is praised by various hymns.

A. Immediately after reciting the Prayer of Thanksgiving, the deacons sing “This is the censer….”, and at the “Order of the Holy Crowning” they sing: “The Virgin is the gold censer.”
B. Throughout the three prayers of marriage the deacons sing the following responses:

“The gate of sunshine is Mary the Virgin, the pure bride-chamber of the pure Bridegroom.”
“All the kings of the earth walk in your light, and the nations in your splendor, O, Mary, the Mother of God.

Solomon calls you in the Song of Songs: My sister and my beloved, my true City, Jerusalem!”

“You are brighter than the sun; you are the east, which the right looks towards, with joy and exultation!”


It is wonderful while the priests asks God thrice to grant the bridal couple a chaste bridal-chamber, and blessed life through their unity, the deacons and the people proclaim their rejoicing for the holy bride-chamber, the Virgin’s womb, where the Bridegroom unites Himself with our humanity.


Thus St. Mary becomes the “East” where the Sun of Righteousness shines upon the whole world, and all the kings (believers) come joyfully to this mystery.

C. At the end of the service, the deacons sing the following ode:

“Rejoice, enlightening bride, the mother of the Giver of Light.

Rejoice, You who received the Word, who dwelt in your womb.

Rejoice, you who are more glorious than Cherubim.

Rejoice, you who bore the Savior of our souls.

Glory be to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

Thus, the Coptic matrimonial ceremony, from its beginning until the end, attracts our attention to St. Mary as the enlightening bride, in order that we also be prepared to be Christ’s eternal bride!

3. The office of the Holy Baptism:


Before receiving the grace of Baptism the candidate or the Godfather and (or) the Godmother have to declare, before the bishop or the priest, the Virginal birth of Christ as an essential part of the Christian Creed.

4. The Sacrament of Healing the Sick:


Through this liturgy the priest repeats his request to St. Mary that she may pray and intercede for the forgiveness of our sins, calling her “the Mother of Salvation.” The Church asks her triumphant members to pray for those who are still struggling, that God may heal their spirits, souls and bodies.

“... Through the intercession of the Virgin, the Mother of Salvation; she whom we praise saying: Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the Fruit of your womb….”

“Through the intercessions of the mother of God, and the supplications of the angels, and the blood of the martyrs, and the prayers of the saints….”

“O holy Virgin the Theotokos, without human seed, intercede for the salvation of our souls.”
5. The Liturgy of “Washing the Baby”:


The Coptic Church, as a mother, looks after her children even before baptizing. On the eighth day of the birthday the priest, deacons and the family of the baby partake of a certain ceremony, called “Washing the baby.” They give thanks to the Lord for the gift of the baby and ask Him to prepare the baby for the spiritual rebirth.


On this occasion the Church reminds the family of the Only - Begotten Son who was born of St. Mary.

“Who is not incarnate, but has been incarnated; 

Who is the Word became Man.

He Who has no beginning now begins…

Subjecting Himself to temporality, though Himself timeless.


Mary, our mistress, the mother of God, Mary, the mother of our Savior, intercede that He may forgive us our sins…..” (The response)

I think you can easily conceive the place of St. Mary in all the liturgies of the Coptic Church which I have not discussed.

St. Mary in the Festival Ceremonies


Through the incarnation of God’s Son of the Virgin Mary, the gates of heaven are opened to us, and all our days become feasts. For this reason suitable Marian hymns are sung in every feast, reminding us that through the Virgin’s Son, Jesus Christ, we receive the Lord’s joy in our life.


We here refer to some Marian texts and hymns used on certain feasts.

1. The Christmas:


We have already mentioned that from the first of Keyahk until Christmas (29th of Keyahk) the church has a special Marian program to attract our thoughts towards the virginal birth of Christ.


Besides the ordinary Marian texts, other Marian texts and Christological texts having a Marian attitude are admitted to the Eucharistic Liturgy of the feast, such as:

“Today, the True Light shines upon us, out of Mary the Virgin and chaste bride!”
“According to the prophets’ sayings, Mary has brought forth our Savior, the Gracious Lover of men, in Bethlehem…. (Doxology of Christmas)
“He bowed down from the heaven of heavens and came down to the Virgin’s womb. He became man like us, but without the sin…. (Doxology of Christmas)
Come, all of you, that we may worship our Lord Jesus Christ, whom the Virgin has brought forth, her virginity remaining unbroken…. (Doxology of Christmas)
“The Virgin brings forth the Supreme One, and the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable One.
The angels together with the shepherds glorify Him, and the Wisemen guided by the star were journeying to Him.
For God, who exists before all ages, became a Child for our sake!” (After the Reading of “Acts”)
“Rejoice (Hail), New Heaven, for the Sun of Righteousness, the Lord of the whole world, shines out of you! (Aspasmos Adam)
“The Begotten-Son of the Father, before all the ages, was born of the Queen, and her virginity remained unbroken!” (Aspasmos Batis)
2. The Annunciation:

“Rejoice (Hail), Mother of God, the exultation of the angels!

Rejoice, the Chaste One, the preaching of the prophets!

Rejoice, full of grace, the Lord be with you.

Rejoice, those who receive the joy of the world from the angel!” (Aspasmos Adam)

3. The Marian Feasts:


One of the various beautiful Marian hymns, usually sung on the feasts of St. Mary, is “The Ten Chords”:

“David moved the first chord of his lyre, saying aloud: at your right hand stands the queen, O King (Ps. 45:9).

He moved also the second chord of his lyre, saying aloud: Listen, daughter, look and pay careful attention: forget your people and your father’s house (Ps, 45:10).

He moves the third chord of his lyre, saying aloud: All the glory of the King’s daughter is within, her robe is gold woven (Ps. 45:13).

He moved the fourth chord . . . saying: With her virgin companions enter before the King, in her train (Ps. 45:14).

He moved the fifth chord . . . saying: Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, on His holy mountain (Ps. 48.1).

He moved the sixth chord . . . saying: The wings of a dove covered with silver, its pinions with yellow gold (Ps. 68:13).

He moved the seventh chord . . . saying: The Mountain of God is a rich mountain (Ps. 68:15).

He moved the eighth chord . . . saying: On the holy mountain He founded the city; the Lord loves the gates of Zion (Ps. 87:1, 2).

He moved the ninth chord . . . saying: Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of God (Ps. 87:3).

He moved the tenth chord . . . saying: The Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation.

Intercede for us with the Lord ...”


Another Marian hymn, used on the veneration of St. Mary or any other feast is:

“Rejoice, O Mother of God, the Virgin and advocate for the world before the Savior, our God.

Rejoice, O Mother of God, the Virgin and Mother of Emmanuel.

You are unmarried, at the order of the angels.

Rejoice, O our advocate before the Father, our God, we glorify you…”
4. The Great Lent:


Among the various hymns of the Great Lent, which concentrate on repentance and fasting as a preparation for celebrating the Easter, is a special Marian hymn called “Meghalo” (Great). In fact, it is a hymn offered to Christ, the Son of the Virgin, sung before the “Trisagion.” It’s as if the church decided to declare that virginal birth of Christ and His resurrection coincided.


The hymn is:

“Holy God, the Great Archpriest for ever
Holy Almighty, who is of the Order of Melchizedek, the Perfect One
Holy the Immortal who is incarnated of the Holy Spirit and St. Mary the Virgin, with great mystery; have mercy upon us…”


This hymn is completed with another hymn called “Apenshois” (O our Lord):
O incense which in her womb;

O incense which she brings forth,

May You forgive us our sins!

We give hymns together with the angels, saying aloud: Worthy (Aksios), Worthy You are worthy (of honor) O Mary, the Virgin!

5. The Holy Week (Paschal Week):


Through this week all the candles (lamps), before the saints’; icons are extinguished and no incensing may take place before the icons; and even the commemoration of the saints is dismissed at the Eucharistic Liturgy of Maundy Thursday; we have to pay all our attention to the events of this Great week that precede Easter.


Nevertheless St. Mary’s hymns find a place in this week because of the correlation between the Incarnation of the Virgin and the mystery of the Cross.


Every night before reading the explanation of the gospels, we say:
“Hail (Rejoice), Mary the beautiful dove, who born forth God the Word, for us.”


On Good Friday, before singing the Trisagion, a beautiful hymn called “O Monoghenis” (“Only - Begotten Son”) is sung. Through it the Church reminds us that the Crucified One, who appears in weakness, is the same One who is born of the Virgin. God emptied Himself to become a man on our behalf (Phil. 2:7).

“O Only-Begotten Son, the Word of God, the Immortal and Eternal, who accepted everything for our salvation
You are incarnated without alteration!

You are the Crucified Christ and God!

By death, He trampled upon death: He is One of the Holy Trinity; who is glorified with the Father and the Holy Spirit!”

6. The Easter:


The Holy Fathers assimilated St. Mary’s womb to the Lord’s Tomb; for as the Lord was born of St. Mary while her virginity remained unbroken, so He also rose again while the seals of the tomb were unbroken. The divine office of Easter according to the Byzantine rite states, “O Christ, who did not break the Virgin’s gate by your birth, You rose from the dead, having kept intact the seals, and You have opened unto us the gates of Paradise.”

According to the Coptic rite, on Easter the following Marian text is used:

“May you be enlightened, may you be enlightened, O Mary the Virgin” (Aspasmos Adam)

St. Mary who stored up in her heart the marvelous events concerning her Son (Luke 2:19) had been enlightened by the brightness of the Risen Lord, and she conceived in a more perfect way, His mystery.
St. Mary in the Canonical Hours


In every canonical hour we venerate St. Mary and ask her prayers and intercession for our spiritual progress.

1. In the prayer of the matins, before the creed, we say:

“Hail Mary! We beseech you, holy one, full of glory, ever-virgin, Mother of God, Mother of Christ, may you lift up our prayers to your beloved Son, that He may pardon us our sins.

Hail, holy Virgin, who brought forth the True Light, Christ our Lord, may you ask the Lord on our behalf, to show pity on our souls and blot out our sins.

O Virgin Mary, Mother of God, holy and faithful advocate of the human race, intercede for us with Christ whom you mothered, that He may grant us forgiveness of sins.

Hail, Virgin, true Queen!

Hail, the honor of our race, who gave birth to Emmanuel. We ask you to remember us, O faithful advocate with our Lord Jesus Christ, that He may forgive us our sins”.

2. Often, before reciting the Creed we start with its introductory:

“We glorify you, O Mother of the True Light, we venerate you, O holy virgin, Mother of God, for you gave birth to the Redeemer of the world, for us.

Glory be to our Master and King…..”

3. In every canonical hour, after reading the Gospel, we recite some short prayers to God, suitable to the occasions we are reminded of at these hours, concluding with a supplication to St. Mary, asking her on our behalf.

A. AT MATINS

“You are the honorable mother of the Light. Everywhere under the sun, they offer you glorification, the ‘Theotokos’ (Mother of God), the second heaven. For you are the bright and unchangeable blossom, the Mother, and the ever-virgin, as the Father chose you, the Holy Spirit overshadowed you and the Son deigned to be incarnated from you.

May you ask Him to redeem the world He had created, and deliver it from tribulations.

Let us sing to Him a new hymn and bless Him, now and ever and unto the ages of all ages. Amen.”
B. AT THE TIERCE

“You are the true vine bearing the Grape of Life, O Mother of God.

In union with the Apostles, we beseech you, O full of grace, to ask for our salvation.

Blessed be the Lord our God!

Blessed be the Lord every day!

May He prepare our way before us as He is God of our salvation”

C. AT THE SEXT

Because of the multitude of our sins, we are ashamed before God, nor do we have any excuse.

We ask your intercession with Him, whom you have brought forth, O Mother of God, the Virgin.

For your intercessions are abundant and acceptable to our Savior.

May you not refuse to intercede with your Son for the sinners.

For He is merciful and capable of our salvation, just as He suffered to redeem us...
D. AT THE NINTH HOUR
“When the mother saw the Lamb, the Shepherd, and the World’s Redeemer hanging upon the Cross, she said through her tears:

The world rejoices because it has received salvation, but my heart (bowels) in burnt at witnessing the crucifixion you are suffering for all mankind, O my Son and God”.

E. AT COMPLINE

“O pure virgin, slip the shadow of your incentive aid upon your servant. Cast away from me evil thoughts and raise my sick soul to pray in vigilance, because it has long lain in deep sleep.

You are a capable, merciful and helpful mother; the mother of the Spring of life, my King and God, Jesus Christ, my hope.”



NAME: ____________________________

First                                                 last                                           .
The Virgin in the Coptic Liturgy 
	For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.

Luke 1:48
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( SAINT MARY In The Orthodox Concept, Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, Feast of St. Anthony the Great, January 30, 1978, Australia.
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