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The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins 
Objectives: 
1. To understand the symbols behind this parable
2. To learn how to relate it to our own lives
Memory Verse: 

“Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:8). 
References: 

· “The Gospel of St. Mathew,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

· “The Ten Virgins,” H.H. Pope Shenouda III 

Introduction: 

· Read Matthew 25:1-13 

· The Church arranged that this chapter be read everyday during the first watch of the midnight Agpeya prayer, to teach us that we need to be prepared for the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lesson Outline: 

· This parable illustrates the lack of preparation for the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· The prophets of the Old Testament portray the covenant between God and Israel as a marriage covenant. This parable shows that the marriage will finally be consummated when the Bridegroom returns at the end of times and the righteous form a wedding party to go forth and meet Him. The Bridegroom represents Our Lord Jesus Christ in His Passion, who dies out of love for His Church (Orthodox Study Bible). 

· Oil: Symbolizes the good works of the Holy Spirit. A believer, through the Holy Spirit, gives his senses to the Groom (Christ) by faith that works through love. 

· They all slumbered and slept: Both the wise and the foolish virgins slumbered and slept. The wise virgins were prepared to receive the Bridegroom and were able to rest. Their refusal to give the foolish virgins oil does not show a lack of love. Spiritual preparedness cannot be given or borrowed. If we do not prepare ourselves spiritually for the Second Coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ, we will be just like the five foolish virgins who were not ready for the Bridegroom’s coming and were not allowed into the wedding party. 

· Give us some of the oil: an indication that good works can save the person who does them. They cannot be lent to others, and after death, the time for good works ends. “Therefore repent oh my soul as you dwell on earth, for dust does not give praise and among the dead no one remembers and in Hades no one give thanks” (Compline Agpeya prayer) 
· I do not know you: For those who lived with God on earth and had fellowship with Him, eternity is just a continuation of their life on earth. Whereas for those who did not have fellowship with God, it is not surprising that God tells them He does not know them. 

· St. Augustine teaches us that this parable does not apply to those who committed themselves to a life of celibacy only but to every one in Church. 

· Number 5 = five senses. Therefore any one who is able to control his senses (sight, hearing, tasting, touching and smelling) carries the title “virgin.”
· Virgins: Virginity has also been considered a special “lamp.”
· If good works were worthy of praise, why would five of them be accepted and the other five rejected? The oil distinguishes between them. The oil is a great thing; it is love - the grace of the Holy Spirit. “And yet I show you a more excellent way. Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels but have no love, I have become …” (1 Corinthians 12:31-13:1). 

· St. Augustine explains that the foolish therefore resemble those who committed themselves to the life of celibacy but did so in order to please men rather than to please God. They carry their lamps so that men would praise them, but inside, they lack the oil that God sees in the heart. 

· St. Jerome cautions us that one may loose his virginity just by a thought. Therefore the foolish virgins are those who are physically virgins but lack the spiritual virginity of the soul; they lack oil and therefore are cast out from the presence of the Groom. 





Matthew 25:1-13
	1
	"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.

	2
	"Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

	3
	"Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them,

	4
	"but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

	5
	"But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.

	6
	"And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!'

	7
	"Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.

	8
	"And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'

	9
	"But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.'

	10
	"And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.

	11
	"Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!'

	12
	"But he answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.'

	13
	"Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.




The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Maidens(
Bible Reading:  Matthew 25:1-13

Golden Verse: 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  Matthew 5:8
Lesson Aims:

At the end of this lesson, students should:

1. Know about the Kingdom of God

2. Know that the Church is the Kingdom of God on earth

3. Understand the talents needed to enter the Kingdom of Heaven
Lesson Outline:
1. The wedding feast is the glorious Kingdom of Heaven. 

2. The Bridegroom is Jesus Christ Himself.

3. The long waiting is our life on earth. 

4. Sleeping refers to death. 

5. The light and the oil are all that we have done with our lives - all the goodness that was in it. 

6. The foolish maidens had enough oil to make their lamps burnt for the present, to make a show with it. They had no oil for the life after. Their faith and goodness were for the show. 

7. They that were ready went in with the Bridegroom into Heaven. 

8. Many will seek admission into Heaven when it is too late. 



 Supplemental Notes
 on
The Parable of the Ten Virgins
1. The Kingdom of heaven is compared with 10 virgins.
a. The whole story is about the great day of the Lord and Divine judgment.

b. The wise virgins and the foolish virgins represent the faithful and the unfaithful.

c. “To go and meet the Bridegroom” is to eagerly await His coming. [St. Augustine]
2. Five foolish and five wise:

a. The five virgins symbolize all of humanity divided into five stages: infancy, childhood, youth, maturity and old age. It assigns to each time both God-fearing and foolish souls.  [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
b. Every soul that enlivens a body is denoted by the number five, because it makes use of the five senses: sight, hearing, smelling, tasting, and touching. [St. Augustine]
c. The wise virgins, embracing time, were prepared for the coming of the Lord.

d. The foolish were lax and unmindful; they troubled themselves only over present matters. [St. Hilary of Poitiers]
e. How can we tell the difference between them?  Only by whether the oil is present or missing.  [St. Augustine]
3. What does the oil signify?

a. It signifies charity (love) because charity is above all other virtues [I Cor 13], and oil swims above all liquids.  If you change the order of the liquids, oil will still be uppermost; charity never fails. [St. Augustine]
b. The oil symbolizes compassion.

c. This oil is the gift of God; we ourselves cannot create the olive.

d. We are forever running short of oil and forgetting to carry enough ourselves. [St. Augustine]
4. The foolish did not take oil.

a. They went to meet the Bridegroom and the Bride (Church); this means that they had received the grace of the Holy Spirit.

b. They had come forth as virgins never stained by sin and had left behind earthly matters to meet Christ and the Church.

c. However, they were not prepared for the future but only for the present; they did not have works of compassion.

d. Wishing to please human spectators, doing praiseworthy works, they forgot to carry with them the necessary oil. [St. Augustine]
5. The wise virgins and their lamps:

a. Our hearts are symbolized by lamps. [St. Augustine]
b. They were wise because they did good works on account of God, not on account of people.

c. They were virgins in spirit and body.

d. “Let your works shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Mat 5:16

e. “Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning.”  Luke 12:35

· The “girded loins” is virginity; the “burning lamps” are good works.
6. The Bridegroom delayed:

a. “They all slept;” they all have died in their own time.  Whether wise or foolish; all suffer equally the sleep of death. [St. Augustine]
b. “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those who are asleep.” I Thes 4:13
c. The delay of the Bridegroom is the time for repentance. [St. Hilary] God delays to give us a chance to repent.

d. The coming of the Bridegroom is delayed.  So the virgins who had gone to meet him now are sleeping.

e. “At midnight,” the moment of least expectation and complete unawareness.

f. “A cry,” the sound of the trumpet of God heralding His coming.

g. The taking up of the lamps is the return of souls into their bodies. [St. Hilary]
h. Each virgin trims her lamp, summing up all that has occurred in her life. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
i. The light shining from the lamps is the consciousness of good work, which is contained in our bodies, which are like flasks. [St. Hilary]
7. Preparing to meet the Bridegroom:
a. “Then all those maidens arose . . .”

· “When all that are in the grave shall hear His voice and shall come forth.” John 5:28-29

b. They began to trim their lamps, that is, began to prepare to render to God an account of their works. [St. Augustine]
· At this moment, there is no one who is not thinking of self; therefore there were none to sell them oil.

c. “Give us of your oil, for our lamps are going out.”

· They sought to shine with others’ oil, to walk after others’ praise. [St. Augustine]
· Their spiritual virginity was running out and failing, because they did not have works of religious devotion and compassion.
d. Out of that inward oil the good person had done good works, and yet in the judgment even his good conscience trembles.  [St. Augustine]
e. However much anyone might be rich in holy works, he will fear for himself, lest he not have enough.

f. The virtue of each scarcely suffices for the salvation of the soul, because even those who are very wise transgress in many ways. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
g. “Go to the dealers and buy for yourself.”

· The dealers are the ones who sell praises, flatterers. [St. Augustine]
· This is hardly the voice of those who give counsel but rather those who rebuke.

8. The Bridegroom’s arrival:

a. The Bride, the Church, was glorified with Christ and all its members gathered together into one.  [St. Augustine]
b. “The door was shut;” the foolish had lost their opportunity.

c. “I do not know you.”

· Some prove to be undistinguished, though they possess an illumination from God.  [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
9.  Comments:

a. We need to be examples of wise virgins to our kids.

b. This parable is the first Gospel of the Midnight Prayer, always alerting us of Christ’s Coming.
c. The Kiahk Vigil starts at 7:00 pm at St. George’s Church.


NAME: ____________________________  

first                   
last                 

The Parable of the Wise & Foolish Virgins

Matthew 25:1-13

	Love never fails.
1 Corinthians 13:8
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1. When is this parable read?

2. What is the main lesson of this parable?
3. What is meant by the inability of the wise virgins to lend their oil to others?
4. Differentiate between physical virginity and spiritual virginity:

5. Match the story's symbolism:

	The wedding feast
	those entering God's kingdom

	The Bridegroom
	works of mercy

	The five wise virgins
	those cast out into darkness

	The five foolish virgins
	purity and holiness

	The oil
	Jesus Christ

	The lamps
	the Kingdom of Heaven
































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, Calif.


� Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament 1b, Edited by Manlio Simonetti, InterVarsity Press, 2002, pages 214 - 220
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