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The Book of Numbers

Objective:

· To understand what is the theme and the contents of the book of Numbers
· To understand the dealings of the Lord with His people
Memory Verse:

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord makes His face shine upon you and be gracious to you” (Numbers 6:24).

References:

· The Book of Numbers
· “Complete Guide to the Bible,” Readers Digest 1998, Pleasantville - New York, pp.199-209
· “Interpretation of the Book of Numbers,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty
Introduction:


The Book of Numbers is the fourth book of the five-volume history of Israel’s birth as a nation. These 5 books, Genesis through Deuteronomy, are traditionally attributed to Moses.


For 40 years, the Israelites lingered in the desert. The Book of Numbers tells us what happened during those years, from the time Moses and his generation left Mount Sinai until the next generation arrived on the eastern bank of the Jordan River, ready to claim the Promised Land.


The Book of Numbers is divided into 3 main sections:

1. God’s organization of the Israelites at Mount Sinai for their march into Canaan (Numbers 1:1-10:10).

2. God’s condemnation of the Israelites in the desert south of Canaan to roam there for forty years (Numbers 10:11-21:35).

3. Joshua’s leadership on the plains of Moab to cross the Jordan River (Numbers 22:1-36:13).

Lesson Outline:

· The Israelites have been camping at the base of Mount Sinai for nearly a year, receiving the laws recorded in Exodus and Leviticus. The Lord, then, orders a census of all men aged 20 and older who are able to fight. This census excludes men from the tribe of Levi, who are responsible for maintaining the tabernacle and the nation’s system of worship. To keep the number of tribes at 12, Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, are each counted as a separate tribe. The census reveals there are more than 600,000 men able to go to war, i.e. the entire Israelite population would be more than 2 million. God tells Moses to set up camp. In the center is the tabernacle of meeting where the Ark of Covenant was kept, with its single entrance always facing east, toward the rising sun. Priests camp outside the tabernacle. The tribes are arranged so as to face the tabernacle. A group of Levites lead the march, carrying the Ark of Covenant, which represents the earthly throne of God. The 12 tribes follow in four divisions of three tribes each. On every march Moses recites a prayer expressing his confidence “Arise, O Lord, let your enemies be scattered, and your foes flee before you” (Numbers 10:35).

· As the journey begins, the Israelites start complaining about their hardships, especially food. Also a power struggle erupts when Moses’ older sister and brother decide that Moses made a mistake by marrying a Cushite. In addition, they claim that God does not speak exclusively through Moses; He speaks through them as well. God tells them that with Moses “I speak with him face to face” (Numbers12:7-8), not in dreams or visions. God penalizes Miriam to become leprous and she recovers only after she lives outside the camp for a week.

· Moses selects one leader from each tribe to spy out the land of Canaan. When they returned after 40 days, only 2 of them recommended invasion, Caleb and Joshua. The other 10 spies said “The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight” (Numbers 13:32-33).

· Fear gripped the Israelites and they refused to go any further. Lack of trust in God makes Him furious and He sentenced the entire nation of adults, ages 20 and older to spend 40 years in the wilderness, one year for each day of the spies’ mission. Only Caleb and Joshua will live to reach the Promised Land.

· Discontentment with Moses and Aaron intensifies. Korah and 250 respected Israelites took their complaint directly to Moses and Aaron demanding to know why the 2 brothers exalted themselves as leaders. God punished the rebels “and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the men with Korah, with all their goods” (Numbers 16:32). The remaining 250 men were consumed by fire. The Israelites verbally assaulted Moses and Aaron the very next day, accusing them of killing “the people of the Lord” (Numbers 16:41). Again, God’s punishment is swift and terrifying. Thousands died as a plague strikes the camp.

· At the end of Israel’s 40 years in the wilderness, Miriam and Aaron die. Still the people complain bitterly, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread” (Numbers 21:5), referring to the manna the Lord continues to provide each day. God unleashes a plague of poisonous snakes and many Israelites die before they repent and plead with Moses to ask God to remove the snakes. God instructs Moses to make a bronze image of a snake and to set it on a pole “Everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live” (Numbers 21:8). Jesus cited this incidence, referring to His crucifixion, saying, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life” (John 3:14-15).

· Now, Moses and the Israelites capture much of the land immediately east of the Jordan River and as far north as the Sea of Galilee. The king of Moab, a nation east of the Dead Sea, sends for Balaam, a famous seer who lives near the Euphrates River. The king wants to hire Balaam to curse the Israelite invaders. Balaam initially refuses because of a warning from God, later God tells Balaam to speak only the words that he receives from Him. God sends an angel with a drawn sword, seen only by Balaam’s donkey to warn the seer to proclaim only the word of God.

· Balaam shocks the Moabite king by blessing Israel and cursing Moab. However, Balaam advises the Moabite king to seduce the Israelites to have sexual relations with women and thus incur the wrath of God. This happens and God responds by sending a plague that kills thousands of Israelites.

· God orders the immediate execution of all tribal leaders who have taken part in the orgy. Phinehas the grandson of Aaron stabs an adulterous Israelite. In recognition of this act of zeal, God lifts the plague.

· Moses designates Joshua as the new leader who leads the Israelites to the Promised Land where the Mediterranean marks the western boundary, the north, beyond the Sea of Galilee; probably Damascus and the eastern follows The Jordan River to the Dead Sea.

Conclusion:


The Book of Numbers is the book of divine discipline; it becomes necessary for the nation of Israel to go through the painful process of testing and maturation. God must teach His people the consequences of irresponsible decisions. The forty years of wilderness experience transforms them from a rabble of Exodus-slaves into a nation ready to take the Promised Land. The Book of Numbers begins with the old generation moving through a tragic transitional period and ends with the new generation reaching the doorway of the land of Canaan.

Applications:

· Look for verses to indicate God’s care for His people in the wilderness.



Book of Numbers(

Numbers is the fourth section of the Pentateuch.  Its Hebrew title, "In the wilderness," is more adequate than the Septuagint and Latin versions’ title, "Numbers." The numbering of the tribes (Chapters 1-4 and 26) is only a small portion of the book, and the rest of the book is about Israel's wanderings in the wilderness, from Mount Sinai till the plains of Moab, before entering the Promised Land.

Outlines:

I. Preparation for the Journey in the Wilderness: 
Chapter 1-10:10

a. The census of the men of war
Chapter 1

b. The arrangement of the camp    
Chapter 2

c. The census of the Levites          
Chapter 3

d. The ministry of the Levites           
Chapter 4

e. Sanctification of Israel:

1. Sanctification through separation         
Chapter 5

2. Sanctification through the Nazirite vow    
Chapter 6

3. Sanctification through worship:

i. The tribes give donations        
Chapter 7

ii. The Levites are consecrated       
Chapter 8

iii. The Passover is celebrated         
Chapter 9:1 -4

f. Divine Guidance

1. By the cloud             
Chapter 9:15-23

2. By the silver trumpets     
Chapter 10:1-10

II. From Sinai to the Wilderness of Paran: 
Ch. 10:11-19:22

a. The beginning of the trip                                   
Chapter 10:11-36

b. The complaint and murmuring of the people                  
Chapter 11

c. The rebellion of Aaron and Mariam                         
Chapter 12

d. Spying the land of Canaan                                  
Chapters 13,14

e. Laws for the offerings                                        
Chapter 15

f. The rebellion of Korah, Dothan & Abiram and its consequences   
Chapters 16-18

g. The purification law                                        
Chapter 19

III. Events on the Way to Moab:

a. The death of Miriam; the sin of Israel and Moses; the death of Aaron   
Chapter 20

b. Israel's victory over the Canaanites                            
Chapter 21:1-3

c. Israel's complaint                                            
Chapter 21:4-20

d. Israel's victory over Ammon                                
Chapter 21:21-33

e. Balaam's event                                            
Chapters 22-25

IV. Preparation to enter Canaan:

a. The second census   
Chapter 26

b. Special laws for Inheritance   
Chapter 27:1-11

c. Moses sees the Promised Land from Mount Abarim  
Chapter 27:12-14

d. Joshua inaugurated by Moses   
Chapter 27:15-23

e. Regulations for the offerings and vows   
Chapters 28-30

f. The war with the Medianites   
Chapter 31

g. Division of the Land East of the Jordan   
Chapter 32

h. Summary of Israel's journey   
Chapter 33

i. Plan for the division of the land west of the Jordan    
Chapters 34-36

The Time of Numbers:


The incidents in the book of Numbers covers almost thirty nine years, from about 1444 to 1405 BC; Numbers 1:1-10:10 covers only twenty days. Numbers 10:11-33:38 covers about 38 years. The latter passage dates Aaron's death as recorded in Num 20:23-29. Numbers 33:38 through Deuteronomy 1:3 spans about six months. If we add the year spent from the Exodus to the encampment at Mount Sinai, it would be a total of forty years (Exodus 16:35, Num 14:33-34; 32:13).

Numbering the Israelites:

The First Census: (Num 1)


This was taken one month after the tabernacle was erected. It was only the number of men able to fight, twenty years of age and up, listed according to their tribes but not according to their age. The total number was 603,550 men (Num 1:46). The Levites were excluded from this census.

· Moses did as God ordered him and chose one from each tribe to be the head of his father's house. Those twelve men helped Moses and Aaron in numbering the children of Israel.

· Why did God order Moses to number the people?

1 - The fulfillment of God's promise to Abraham (Gen 28:14)
2- God cares for everyone.

3- God wants everything ordered and well organized (I Cor 14:40).

4- To track their genealogies until the coming of Christ
· The number of the tribe of Judah is the greatest and it is the leading tribe from the East, as Christ from the tribe of Judah is our Leader to heavenly Jerusalem.

The Second Census: (Num 26)


This was taken by God's order on the plains of Moab, just before entering the Promised Land and following the plague brought through Balaam's evil counsel. The number of fighting men had diminished slightly to 601,730, and only two names are carried over from the first census, Joshua and Caleb (Num 26:65). The aim of the census was to help distribute the inheritance. The larger tribe would have a larger inheritance and a smaller tribe would have a smaller inheritance (Num 26:53,54). This census differs from the first as follows:

1- It was done by Moses and Eleazar.

2- It includes the names of the families in each tribe.

3- The tribes under Judah's leadership, Issachar and Zebulun, increased greatly in number.

4- The tribe of Manasseh who had the least number in the first census (32,200) now has almost doubled (52,700).

5- The greatest decrease was in the tribe of Simeon, from 59,300 in the first census to 22,000 in the second census. Maybe many of them were lost in the last plague, since the one who was killed by Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, was a leader from the tribe of Simeon, called Zimri (Num 25). 
The Arrangement of the Camp (Num 2):


God wants His people to be organized. He gave Moses instructions about the place of each tribe in setting their tents and in walking. The twelve tribes were divided into four groups, every three tribes together:

· From the East side: Judah, Issachar and Zebulun

· From the South side: Reuben, Simeon and Gad

· From the West side: Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin

· From the North side: Dan, Asher, and Nephtali


Every tribe has its banner and must camp some distance from the tabernacle of meeting, which is in the middle. This arrangement represents a cross while walking and while settling down. 
The Census, Arrangement and Ministry of the Levites:

The numbering of the Levites consisted of every male from one month old and above. The Levites were God's; "the Levites shall be Mine" (Num 3:12) instead of every firstborn among the children of Israel. The number of the Levites was 22,000 and the number of firstborn males was 22,273. For the redemption of the 273 firstborns, five shekels had to be paid for each to Aaron and his sons (Num 3:39-51). A second census was taken for the Levites to know the people who can serve in carrying the tabernacle from thirty years old to fifty years old. Their number was 8,580. The Levites were appointed by God to do the work of the tabernacle; they were like deacons, and Aaron and his sons were like priests.

· Moses, Aaron and his sons camped on the east before the tabernacle of meeting, keeping charge of the sanctuary to meet the needs of the children of Israel.

· The children of Kohath camped on the south side and were in charge of the ark, the table, the lampstand, the altars and the utensils of the sanctuary, under the leadership of Eleazar the priest.

· The children of Gershom camped behind the tabernacle on the west side and were in charge of the tent with its coverings, the screen of the door of the tabernacle, the screen of the door of the court and the altar, under the leadership of lthaman the son of Aaron.

· The children of Merari camped before the tabernacle on the north side and were in charge of the boards of the tabernacle, its bars, its pillars, its sockets and its utensils; Ithaman was also their leader.

· Chapter 4 arranged the work among the Levites. Everyone knew his duty and had to be honest in performing it; "And there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit" I Cor 12:6.

· The Kohathites carried the holy things on their shoulders after these items were covered by the priests. They could not see them or touch them.


The ark is covered with badger skin and a blue cloth on top of it. This represents the crucified Christ who appears weak, even though He is heavenly.


The table of showbread with its utensils is covered with a blue cloth, then a scarlet cloth and then badger skin.

The same is done for the lampstand and the altar of incense, blue cloth then badger skin.


The brass altar is the only item covered with a purple cloth because Jesus Christ the King reigned over the wood of the cross.


No cover is mentioned for the laver since it represents the sacrament of baptism; it is public event, seen by everyone.
Sanctification of Israel:


Sanctification of the Camp (Num 5:1-4): by putting out every leper, everyone who has a discharge and who is defiled by a dead body. All represents sin, and God who is Holy wants His people to be holy.


Sanctification of everyone (Num 5:5-10): by asking the sinners to confess their sins, make restitution and offer a trespass offering.


Sanctification of every family (Num 5:11-29): the family is a miniature of the whole congregation. God gave laws concerning the unfaithful wife; either she confesses her sin or the priest puts her under oath and gives her bitter water, which brings a curse, to drink. If she had defiled herself and was unfaithful to her husband, her belly would swell and her thighs would rot; the woman would become a curse among the people.
The Law of the Nazirite (Num 6);


The Nazirite is one who has consecrated either all his life or part of it for God. He would spend his time in worship, reading the law and serving others.


The Nazirite has to separate himself from wine and similar drinks; that represent separation from all the pleasures of the world (Prov 31:5; Is. 28:7). No razor shall come upon his head; a sign of separation from the glory of the world.


He would not be worried about any family relations, even the death of his father, mother, sister or brother. At the end of the days of his separation, he has to offer a burnt offering, a peace offering, a grain offering, and besides this, whatever else his hand is able to provide (Num 6:21). 
The Way of Blessing the Children of Israel (Num 6:23-27):


"The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you; and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace" Lev 6:24-27. This blessing is through the Holy Trinity; the priests ask God three times, Who blesses the people. 
The Offering of the People (Num 7}:

1- The general offering (Lev 7:1-9): All the tribes united together and offered six covered carts and twelve oxen and gave them to the Levites to be used in the transportation of the tabernacle and its accessories. Moses gave two carts and four oxen to the sons of Gershom and four carts and eight oxen to the sons of Merari. None was given to the sons of Kohath because they carry the holy things on their shoulders.

2- The offerings of each tribe (Lev 7:10-89): Each tribe offered precious gifts to express their great joy. All the gifts were equal so there is no chance for boasting. Each tribe offered his gifts on one day, beginning with Judah. The Bible repeated in detail the gifts of each tribe, as God is pleased with the personal offering of each one. The offerings were:

· One silver platter refers to the word of God, our spiritual nourishment.

· One silver bowl (the silver platter and the bowl) were both full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering.

· One golden pan full of incense refers to prayers from hearts raised up to heaven.

· Burnt offering, sin offering and peace offering
The Consecration of the Levites (Num 8):


In Leviticus 8 and Exodus 29, we read about the rites of consecrating the priests, Aaron and his sons, and in Numbers 8, the rites of consecrating the Levites. Moses, Aaron and all the assembly of the children of Israel share in these rites (Num 8:9). First, the Levites are cleansed with the water of purification. They shave their bodies and wash their clothes, a sign of taking away any thing that may defile them. They offer a sin and a grain offering. The children of Israel lay their hands on the Levites, and Aaron offers them before the Lord as a wave offering from the children of Israel. 

Numbers 8:24 fixed the age range, from 25 years till 50 years, to perform the work of the tabernacle, while in chapter 4, it says the age is from 30 years old. Most probably this 5-year difference was for training before beginning the service. 
The Divine Guidance (Num 9-10:10):

1- The Passover celebrated (Num 9:7-14)
2- The cloud and the fire (Num 9:15-23)
3- The silver trumpets (Num 10:10): God ordered Moses to make two silver trumpets. It is the language which the priests used as a signal for the journeying of the camp and for calling the assembly, either for war or in the days of gladness to keep the feasts. God wants His people to do His will in unity, "For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare himself for the battle" I Cor 14:8.
The silver trumpets refer to the word of God: "The words of the Lord are pure words. Like silver tried seven times" Ps 12:6. It is the word of God spoken by the priests that call the congregation to assemble in one spirit, to encourage them in their struggle in the wilderness of this world. It is the secret of their victory in their spiritual wars and also the secret of their joy in the holy convocations and feasts.
 Departure from Sinai (Num 10:11-36):


On the 20th day of the 2nd month, in the second year, the cloud was lifted up from the tabernacle, the trumpets were sounded and the entire camp was set in motion in the shape of a cross, preceded by the Ark of the Covenant. Although the camp of Judah was first, followed by the camp of Reuben then the Kohathites, the entire camp was blessed and guided by the presence of God amidst them by the Ark of the Covenant. They had a journey for three days with the power of the resurrection; that is why when the ark set out, Moses said, "Rise up, O Lord! Let Your enemies be scattered. And let those who hate You flee before You," and when it rested, he said, "Return, O Lord to the many thousands of Israel" Num 10:35,36. 
Murmuring of the People (Num 11):


As the people penetrated the barren desert of Paran, they complained in their hearts; this displeased God who sent fire to consume those in the uttermost part of the camp. With the intercession of Moses, the fire was quenched; the name of the place was called Tabernah, or burning (Num 11:1-3).


Soon after that the mixed multitude, most probably those who came with the Israelites from Egypt, longed for meat. So the children of Israel became discontented and rebellious because they have only manna and no meat to eat. In response to their murmuring, Moses also complained and said to the Lord, “Why have You laid the burden of all these people on me?” God sent an abundant supply of quails, and because of their lust and greediness, He punished them with a plague that killed many (Read Ps 106:13-15). The place took another name, "Kibroth-Hattabah" or "graves of lust."

God directed the appointment of seventy elders upon whom He placed the Spirit of wisdom and prophecy which had rested upon Moses. 
The Rebellion of Aaron and Miriam (Num 12):


At the next encampment in Hazeroth, Miriam and Aaron showed a deep-seated spirit of jealousy toward Moses. They questioned Moses’ right of leadership and his marriage to an Ethiopian woman. Moses did not defend himself, as he was very humble more than all men who were on the face of the earth. God vindicated His chosen faithful leader, and His anger arose against Aaron and Miriam; the cloud departed from above the tabernacle and Miriam was stricken with leprosy. Moses cried to the Lord to heal her. She was out of the camp for seven days, and the journey was delayed seven days till she was brought in again.

· The marriage of Moses with the Ethiopian woman was a prophecy about the acceptance of the Gentiles as the bride of Christ; "where there is neither Greek nor Jew circumcised nor uncircumcised... but Christ is all and in all" Col 3:11.

· The return of Miriam after seven days is a picture of the return of the Jews to faith in Christ at the end of ages (Rom 11:25).

· The delay of Miriam's healing after Moses' prayer was to give her a chance to repent.

· In Miriam's punishment, we notice the danger of talking about the servants of God. 
The Report of the Twelve Spies (Num 13):


After exploring the land of Canaan, the twelve spies came to the brook of Eschol, where they cut a branch with one cluster of grapes so large that it had to be carried on a staff by two men. They also found other fruits. With these fruits in their hands, they all acknowledged the goodness of the land that flows with milk and honey. However, ten of the spies scared and frightened the people with the giant inhabitants of the great walled cities. Caleb and Joshua alone believed that God would enable His people to conquer them, and they did their best to encourage the people.

· Joshua is a symbol of Jesus Christ, the Savior who helps us reach the Promised Land. And “Caleb” means heart, a sign of faithfulness. We can not enter heaven without faith in Christ the Savior.

· The cluster of grapes represents Jesus Christ on the wood of the Cross, offering His blood for our redemption. 
The Failure at Kadesh (Num 14 & 15):


The entire company of Israelites broke out in open rebellion, threatened to elect a new leader and return to Egypt. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces; Joshua and Caleb tore their clothes and continued to plead with the people, but the people tried to stone them.

The glory of the Lord appeared and God threatened to strike the nation with pestilence and disinherit them, making the descendants of Moses a greater and mightier nation. Again Moses interceded for the rebellious people. The Lord pardoned them but He decreed that all those above 20 years of age, except Joshua and Caleb, would die before their children reach Canaan. Israel would wander 40 years in the wilderness, a year for each day that had been spent in spying the land of Canaan.


The people quickly repented; but against Moses' advice they insisted on invading the Promised Land, depending on their own strength. The Amalekites & Canaanites easily drove them back as far as Hormah.


The Lord, in His mercy, reminds them again with the sacrifices they have to offer (Num 15:1-31) and to keep His commandments. That is why judgment came from the Lord to the man who broke the Sabbath to be stoned (Num 15:32-36). Another reminder to keep the heavenly commandments is putting blue tassels at the corner of their garments (Num 15:37-41).
The Rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram and its consequences (Num 16):


Korah, from the sons of Levi who were entrusted with the work of the tabernacle, with Dathan, Abiram and On from the tribe of Reuben and 250 leaders of the congregation rose up against Moses, challenging Aaron's priesthood and Moses' authority as a leader. They wanted the priesthood to be common to all people, looking to it as an authority and not as a service and an offering of the self to God. Jude in his epistle refers to Korah as a type of those religious leaders who attempt to usurp authority that’s not rightfully theirs (Jude 8-11).


When the conspiracy was tested, Korah, Dathan and Abiram and their families were swallowed up as the earth opened; fire destroyed the 250 leaders.


Another murmuring against Moses and Aaron brought another plague. Aaron took his censer and stood between the dead and the living, making atonement for the people. This is a picture of One Greater than Aaron who was reproached, crucified and made a full atonement for the sins of the whole world.

The Budding of Aaron's Rod (Num 17):


To prove Aaron's divine call for priesthood, the Lord asked Moses to let each of the twelve leaders bring a rod bearing the name of his tribe and place it in the tabernacle overnight. In the morning the rod of Aaron had sprouted, put forth buds, produced blossoms and yielded ripe almonds (Num 17:8). This rod was placed in the ark of the covenant to answer for those who question Aaron's priesthood and also to remind Aaron and his sons that the blessings they took is from God; "And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron was" Heb 5:4.

· Aaron whose rod blossomed is a symbol of Jesus Christ, the Great High Priest, whose rod, the Cross, had blossomed and gave fruit to all believers.

· Aaron's rod also represents St. Mary, who gave birth to the Incarnate Logos, the fruit of life, while she is still a virgin.

· Aaron's rod represents the believers who through faith in Christ had changed from death to life.

· The leaves refer to the new birth (Baptism).

· The flowers refer to continuous growth.

· The fruits refer to the life of testimony and serving others. 
The Responsibilities and the Rites of the Levites (Num 18):

· Aaron and his sons have to guard the holies. They bear the iniquity related to the sanctuary and to the priesthood. In other words, they have to take away anything that defiles the house of God or themselves.

· The priests work in harmony with their brothers the Levites.

· The Lord supported the Levites with all their needs to spare their time for the spiritual services (Num 18:8-20; I Cor 9:13-15). They take their share in the sacrifices, the first fruits and the tithes.

· The Levites have to offer the tenth of what they took (Num 18:26). 
The Law of Purification (Num 19):


This chapter declared the need of sanctification by the water of purification, to which is added the ashes of a red heifer offered as a sin offering. The cleansing is based upon the atonement, foreshadowing the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanses from all sin those who are walking in the light (I Jn 1:7).

· The red heifer, without blemish and with no defect, on which a yoke has never come, refers to Jesus Christ who is without sin and was never under the yolk of sin.

· It is slaughtered before Eleazar the priest outside the camp as Christ was crucified outside the camp (Heb 13:12-13).

· Eleazar took some of its blood and sprinkled some of it seven times in front of the tabernacle of meeting. Christ died once, yet His sacrifice is still present and working in the Eucharist.

· Burning the heifer refers to the death of Christ.

· Throwing the cedar wood, the hyssop and the scarlet in the fire refers to the importance of the wood of the Cross in redemption.

· The ashes should be gathered by a clean man, kept in a clean place and should be added to the water of purification. This refers to the unity between the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross and baptism (Col 2:12).

· The water of purification is used to purify:

· One who touches a dead body, since he is unclean for seven days; he should purify himself with this water on the third day and the seventh day (Num 19:11-13).

· The tent and the vessels of the dead person

Now the death of our Lord Jesus Christ had changed the concept of death from defilement to a blessing. St. Paul says, "For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain" Philip 1:21. 
The Sin of Israel and Moses (Num 20):


Israel contended with Moses because of this evil place where there is no grain, figs, vines, pomegranates or water to drink. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces and the glory of the Lord appeared to them. The Lord ordered Moses to speak to the rock and it will yield water. As the people angered the Lord and rebelled against His Spirit, Moses spoke rashly with his lips (Ps 106:32-33) and struck the rock twice. Because of his disobedience, disbelief and not hallowing God in the eyes of the children of Israel, Moses and Aaron were not allowed to enter the Promised Land, although they led the people to its borders. Although Moses was a great leader, he sinned because the rock, representing Jesus Christ (I Cor 10:4), should be struck only once (Ex 17:6); Christ was crucified and died only once for our salvation (Heb 12:12; Heb 6:6). 
Aaron's Death (Num 20:23-29):


Aaron died on Mount Hor, and before his death, Moses stripped him of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son in the sight of the entire congregation. Now Eleazar became the high priest. This shows us the succession of priesthood. 
The Bronze Serpent (Num 21:4-9):

Since King Edom did not allow the Israelites to pass by their land (Num 20:14-21), they journeyed from Kadesh to Mount Hor and went around the land of Edom. The people became very discouraged and their complaining spirit was manifested again. They looked at the manna as worthless bread. The Lord used an influx of poisonous serpents, with venom that burns like fire, to bring them to repentance. They confessed their sin to Moses, and Moses prayed for them (the sacrament of confession). The Lord ordered Moses to make a serpent of brass and set it on top of a pole in the midst of the camp. Anyone who was bitten would look at the bronze serpent and live. Jesus applied this to Himself in His conversation with Nicodemus: "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life" (Jn 13:14-15). 

Israel by the power of the Lord experienced a number of victories over:

1. Arad, King of the Canaanites (Num 21:1-3)
2. Sihon, King of the Amorites (Num 21:21-26)
3. Og, King of Bashan (Num 21:33-35)

Now Israel reached to the plains of Moab on the side of the Jordan, across from Jericho. 
Balaam and His Prophecies:


As the people of Israel neared their goal - the entrance to the Promised Land - Satan invented a different kind of war. Balak, king of Moab, greatly dreaded the invasion of Israel and sent for a famous prophet by the name of Balaam, the son of Beor, to come and place a curse on the Israelites. The personality of this prophet is not certainly known.

Balaam was surely not from the people of Israel (Num 22:11) and not from the people of Moab (Num 22:14). Some say he was a polytheist, a worshipper of many gods, and recognized the Lord as the God of Israel. Few say that he was a true prophet for a period of time; he had a relation with God (Num 22:2,12,31) and uttered very important and deep prophecies (this is a week opinion). Many of the early Church fathers perceive that Balaam was a sorcerer, cursing with the power of Satan, and the Lord showed him the failure of Satan to do any harm to the people of God (Ps 109:28; Ps 27:2) (Read 22:7, 23:23,24:1).


Balaam insisted on not answering Balak's call without taking the permission of the Lord.  However, his greed for the promised reward allowed the Lord leave him to the wickedness of his heart (II Pet 2:14-16), God turned the desire of King Balak to curse the Israelites to beautiful prophecies about the Messiah and about the Church of the Old and the New Testament.
The First Prophecy (Num 23:9-10):


Christ, the rock of salvation, coming from the top of rocks and from the hills. His people are unique; no one can count them. Balaam wished to be one of those people and die like them (Num 23:9-10). 
The Second Prophecy (Num 23:21-24):


No wickedness is found in the people of God because He is with them. Sorcery and divination cannot affect them. They are living a resurrected life: "A people rise like a lioness, and lift itself up like a lion" (Num 23:21-24).

The Third Prophecy (Num 24:5-9):


Before this prophecy, Balaam did not seek to use sorcery because he realized the failure of Satan. Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon him and prophesied about the Church filled with the Holy Spirit. The believers are likened to gardens and cedars besides the water. "He shall pour wafer from his buckets. And his seed shall he in many waters" Num 24:7. The secret of all these blessings is the resurrected Christ: "He bows down; he lies down as a lion. And as a lion who will rouse him?" Num 24:9. 
The Fourth Prophecy (Num 24:17-19):


It was about the coming of Jesus Christ in the fullness of time (Gal 4:4) as a star coming out of Jacob and a scepter from Israel. This is the star which the wise men from the East saw and came to worship the King of the Jews. And in Rev 22:16, we read the testimony of Jesus Christ: "I am the Root and the Offspring of David the Bright and Morning Star."


The destruction of Moab and Edom is fulfilled by David (II Sam 8:2,14), all representing the powers of Satan. They are destroyed by Christ on the Cross: "Having disarmed principalities and powers. He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it" Col 2:15.


Before Balaam left Moab, he advised Balak, the pagan king, to send Moabite and Medianite women into the camp of Israel to entice the people into immorality and idolatry, knowing that this would bring upon them the wrath of God (Num 31:16). The people of Israel began to commit harlotry with the women of Moab, and they sacrificed and bowed down to their gods. The anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel and attacked them with a plague which killed 24,000 Israelites. The plague was stopped by the zeal of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, who killed Zimri, the Israelite who was committing adultery with a Medianite woman in the sight of Moses and the entire congregation. Also, the Lord ordered Moses to kill all the offenders.


Balaam paid dearly for his trickery, for when the Israelites later captured Median, he was among those put to death by the sword (Num 31:8).


In the New Testament (II Pet 2:15; Jude 11), Balaam is mentioned as an example of false prophets who are more interested in personal gain than in serving people unselfishly. 
The Fourth Prophecy (Num 24:22-24): The destruction of Satan
The Inauguration of Joshua (Num 27:12-23):


The Lord showed Moses the Promised Land from above Mount Abarim. Then Moses, the great leader, asked the Lord to set a man over the congregation so that they may not be like sheep without a shepherd. God chose Joshua, the son of Nun, and asked Moses to set him before Eleazar the priest and the entire congregation and to lay his hands on him. Moses has to give him some of his authority so that the entire congregation might be obedient to him.


The last war before Moses' death was against the Medianites who had offended the Israelites (Num 31). It was a war to destroy evil and offenses. Only one thousand from each tribe went to war under the leadership of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, carrying the signal trumpets in his hand. They killed all men, the five kings of Median, Balaam the son of Beor and also every woman who had known man intimately because they caused the children of Israel to trespass against the Lord.


With the completion of the Eastern conquests, the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh asked to inherit the lands east of the Jordan, once ruled by kings Sihon and Og. Moses asked them, "Shall your brethren go to war while you sit here" Num 32:6. They promised to assist the remaining tribes with the conquest of the territory west of the Jordan. 
The Boundaries of Canaan, the Promised Land:


The Lord gave them the natural boundaries of Canaan (Num 34:1-2). Being the picture of heaven, He does not want anything that defiles or causes abomination to enter it. The greatness of the Promised Land is not in its wide extension but in the dwelling of the Lord in its midst, namely in Jerusalem (Ps 76:1).


The Lord also appointed the names of those who shall divide the land among the tribes: Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun and one leader from every tribe. Forty eight cities were given to the Levites from the possessions of the other tribes; six of them shall be appointed as the cities of refuge to which an unintentional killer might flee for shelter from vengeance.



Christ in the Book of Numbers(
1.  “And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of all the first-born that openeth the womb among the children of Israel; and the Levites shall be mine: for all the first-born are mine; on the day that I smote all the first-born in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the first-born in Israel, both man and beast; mine they shall be: I am Jehovah.” Num. 3:12,13
“Take the Levites instead of all the first-born among the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle; and the Levites shall be mine: I am Jehovah.” Num. 3:45
· God offered His Only Begotten Son, His Firstborn, to die on our behalf in order to redeem us all from sentence of death.

2. “From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entered in to do the work of service, and the work of bearing burdens in the tent of meeting…” Num. 4:47
· Christ started His ministry when he was 30 years old.

3.  “And it came to pass on the day that Moses had made an end of setting up the tabernacle, and had anointed it and sanctified it, and all the furniture thereof, and the altar and all the vessels thereof, and had anointed them and sanctified them; that the princes of Israel, the heads of their fathers` houses, offered. These were the princes of the tribes, these are they that were over them that were numbered: and they brought their oblation before Jehovah, six covered wagons, and twelve oxen; a wagon for every two of the princes, and for each one an ox: and they presented them before the tabernacle.” Num. 7:1-3

· These oblations represent Christ, Who offered Himself as a Sacrifice to sanctify His Church.

4. “And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the candlestick. And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof [so as to give light] in front of the candlestick, as Jehovah commanded Moses.” Num. 8:1,2

· Christ is likewise the Light of the world, Who enlightens His Church and every man that comes into the world.

5. “And thou shalt present the Levites before Jehovah. And the children of Israel shall lay their hands upon the Levites: and Aaron shall offer the Levites before Jehovah for a wave-offering, on the behalf of the children of Israel, that it may be theirs to do the service of Jehovah. And the Levites shall lay their hands upon the heads of the bullocks: and offer thou the one for a sin-offering, and the other for a burnt-offering, unto Jehovah, to make atonement for the Levites.” Num. 8:10-12
· Likewise, our sins were laid on Christ, and He was offered as a Sacrifice to make atonement for us.

6. “Moreover let the children of Israel keep the Passover in its appointed season.” Num. 9:2

· Christ is our Passover, whose Sacrifice is perpetual (never-ending).

7. “And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud covered the tabernacle, even the tent of the testimony: and at even it was upon the tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until morning.” Num. 9:15

· The cloud and fire represent Christ’s Incarnation and His continuous presence in Church.
8. “And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, ‘Rise up, O Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee.’ And when it rested, he said, ‘Return, O Jehovah, unto the ten thousands of the thousands of Israel.’” Num. 10:35,36

· The Ark represented the Incarnation of Christ in the womb of the Theotokos Virgin Mary.

9. “And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the Spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.” Num. 11:17

· God sends His Holy Spirit, Who is consubstantial with Christ, upon His ministers to serve His Church.
10.  “And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had married; for he had married a Cushite woman.” Num. 12:1
· Christ desires sinners of all races to be saved and joined unto Him.

11. “And he said, ‘Hear now my words: if there be a prophet among you, I Jehovah will make myself known unto him in a vision, I will speak with him in a dream. My servant Moses is not so; he is faithful in all my house: with him will I speak mouth to mouth, even manifestly, and not in dark speeches; and the form of Jehovah shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant, against Moses?’” Num. 12:6-8

· Christ manifests Himself to us on the altar in church.
12. “Pardon, I pray thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy loving-kindness, and according as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.” Num. 14:19

· Christ likewise became our Intercessor to pardon our iniquities.

13.  “And it shall come to pass, that the rod of the man whom I shall choose shall bud: and I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they murmur against you.” Num. 17:5

· The rod represents Virgin Mary who gave birth to the Incarnate Christ without planting or watering.
14.  “Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without spot, wherein is no blemish, [and] upon which never came yoke. And ye shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring her forth without the camp, and one shall slay her before his face… And one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn…:” Num. 19:2-5
· Christ, Who is without blemish, was sacrificed as a red heifer outside Jerusalem before the face of the Jewish priests.

15. “Take the rod, and assemble the congregation, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes, that it give forth its water; and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock; so thou shalt give the congregation and their cattle drink.” Num. 20:8

· The rock represents Christ, the rod represents the Cross, and the water represents the Holy Spirit. Christ was crucified by the Jews in order to give us eternal life.

16. “And the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who dwelt in the South, heard tell that Israel came by the way of Atharim; and he fought against Israel, and took some of them captive.” Num. 21:1

· Satan fights Christ and His Church and tries to take some her children captive.

17. “And Jehovah said unto Moses, ‘Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a standard: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he seeth it, shall live.’” Num. 21:8

· Christ destroyed the devil and the power of his venom through the Cross; everyone who believes in the Crucified Christ is saved from the sting of death.
18. “Then sang Israel this song: Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it: The well, which the princes digged, which the nobles of the people delved, with the scepter, [and] with their staves.” Num. 21:17,18

· Christ is the Spring that gives live-giving waters; the scepter and the staves represent the Cross on which Christ was crucified by the sons of Israel.

19. “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob; neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel: Jehovah his God is with him, and the shout of a king is among them.” Num. 23:21

· Likewise, Christ, the King of kings, speaks in the midst of His Church and keeps her from the misfortune and trouble brought by Satan and his followers.
20. “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not nigh: There shall come forth a star out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel… And out of Jacob shall one have dominion, and shall destroy the remnant from the city.” Num. 24:17,19

· This is a prophecy about Jesus Christ, who will have dominion over the hearts of people and destroy Satan and his kingdom.

21. “And Jehovah said unto Moses, ‘Take all the chiefs of the people, and hang them up unto Jehovah before the sun, that the fierce anger of Jehovah may turn away from Israel.’” Num. 25:4

· Christ was hanged on the Cross on our behalf, when we deserved to be hanged in like manner because of our sins.
22. “And Jehovah said unto Moses, ‘Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay thy hand upon him; and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their sight.’” Num. 28:18,19

· Joshua represents Christ who destroyed Satan with all his powers and led us to the Promised Land (heaven). Christ was likewise commissioned by God the Father to perform this work of salvation.

23. “Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, ‘My oblation, My food for My offerings made by fire, of a sweet savor unto Me, shall ye observe to offer unto Me in their due season.’ And thou shalt say unto them, ‘This is the offering made by fire which ye shall offer unto Jehovah: he-lambs a year old without blemish, two day by day, for a continual burnt-offering. The one lamb shalt thou offer in the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou offer at even; and the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a meal-offering, mingled with the fourth part of a hin of beaten oil.’” Num. 28:2-5

· Christ is our Perpetual Sacrifice, Who offered Himself once and for all, to satisfy this commandment; He became a sweet savor unto God the Father.
24. “And in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, is Jehovah’s Passover… ye shall offer an offering made by fire, a burnt-offering unto Jehovah: two young bullocks, and one ram, and seven he-lambs a year old; they shall be unto you without blemish.” Num. 16, 19

· Passover was the Old Testament’s commemoration of the Lord’s Crucifixion and His work of salvation; He was offered as a Sacrifice, being without blemish (sin).

25. “And they journeyed from Marah, and came unto Elim: and in Elim were twelve springs of water, and threescore and ten palm-trees; and they encamped there.” Num. 33:9

· The 12 springs represent the 12 Disciples of Christ; the 70 palm trees represent the 70 Apostles of Christ. They nourished us with the words of Christ and guided our feet on the path of life.
26. “And the congregation shall deliver the manslayer out of the hand of the avenger of blood, and the congregation shall restore him to his city of refuge, whither he was fled: and he shall dwell therein until the death of the high priest, who was anointed with the holy oil.” Num. 35:25

· Christ delivered us out of the hands of Satan and kept us as refugees in His Church, until time passes and we are taken to join Him in heaven.

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