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Building the Heavenly Kingdom

Mediation:


We pray that we be counted with the five wise virgins who were watchful, filled their lamps, were ready for the arrival of the Bridegroom and entered His wedding. We pray that the fire of His Spirit would take away the laziness of the five foolish virgins away from us.

Objective:

· To learn the dimensions of the Heavenly Kingdom

· Our role in building the Heavenly Kingdom
Memory Verse:

“As you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” (Matthew 10:7)
References:

· Matthew 3 & 10

· Revelation 21

· “Thy Kingdom come,” Sermon by Pope Shenouda III

· “Heaven,” Anba Youanis

Introduction:


Since the sin of Adam, man had been cast out of God’s sight in Paradise to live in the realm of Satan. The authorities of darkness and death overruled every man, until our Lord conquered death by His death and became King on the wood of the cross (Psalm 95). He also said, “I am going to prepare a place for you (in the kingdom of heaven)” (John 14:2). The preparation for the heavenly kingdom was the focus of the preaching of St. John the Baptist, our Lord Jesus Christ and the disciples. Since we always pray and say “Thy Kingdom come,” where are we now in the process of preparing for the heavenly kingdom?

Lesson Outline:

I. The Kingdom in Our Hearts


The heavenly kingdom starts in the hearts of those who enthrone the Lord as king over their hearts. The Lord said, “Give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my way” (Proverbs 23:26). However, He is a unique King. You are not forced into His Kingdom, and He does not force Himself over your heart. He actually reigns through love.

II. The Kingdom on Earth


The heavenly kingdom is also felt among the people who show good will and love to each other (John 15:12). In heaven, God will wipe away every tear from our eyes, and by doing this same thing to each other on earth, we start the heavenly kingdom on earth (Revelation 21:4).

III. Our Role in Building the Heavenly Kingdom


To build the heavenly kingdom, we have to know what the kingdom is built of. In revelation chapter 21, a description of the New Jerusalem: “Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God” (Revelation 21:3). Then, the building blocks of the kingdom are the people of God. So, How many blocks did you put to build the kingdom? How many did we bring to God and His kingdom? Or do you care only about entering first and everybody else should take care of his own salvation?


Building the kingdom need much hard work and perseverance to bring more and more people to the kingdom. It needs great sacrifices, like sacrificing your own comfort to comfort others. We may need to sacrifice our leisure time to win infinite time with the Lord in heaven for us and for others. It also may need financial scarifies to help others in times of need. The more sacrifice we give, the more blocks we place in building the heavenly kingdom.


There are many great examples of builders of the heavenly kingdom who entered and brought with them hundreds or even thousands of men and women. St. Peter, with one sermon on the day of Pentecost, converted 3000 men into Christianity. St. Paul, through his trips spread the Word and brought thousands or even millions to the kingdom. Another great example is St. Anthony who started monasticism and showed many of his followers a new way of building a close relationship and dedication to God. St. Demiana brought 40 virgins with her to the kingdom when they were martyred for the name of Christ. St. Rifka brought her children with her when they were slaughtered on her lap for Christianity. So, how many people are you bringing to the kingdom with you?


Building the kingdom may take many forms. A wife may care to bring her family and children to the kingdom with her. A Sunday school servant works hard to bring his students to the kingdom with him. A preacher would preach the Word to every soul that does not know Christ. Every one of us has a chance somehow, somewhere, to bring more people with him to the kingdom of God.


However, we have to be careful so that others may enter and we remain not outside. The Lord gave an example of those who said they performed miracles in His Name; He said to them, “I do not know you” (Matthew 25: 12). So, be watchful also for your own salvation. The sight of a chicken walking with all her chicks behind her brings the question again: How many are walking behind you into the kingdom of heaven? Are you like a magnet that attracts tens of pins to it or do you make people repel from you?

Conclusion and Applications:


Every one of us has to help in building the heavenly kingdom by bringing more people with him into the kingdom of God.



Matthew 3:1-12

	1
	In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,

	2
	and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"

	3
	For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths straight.' "

	4
	And John himself was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.

	5
	Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him

	6
	and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

	7
	But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

	8
	"Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,

	9
	"and do not think to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.

	10
	"And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

	11
	"I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

	12
	"His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."


Matthew 10

	1
	And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.

	2
	Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;

	3
	Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus;

	4
	Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.

	5
	These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: "Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans.

	6
	"But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

	7
	"And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'

	8
	"Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.

	9
	"Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts,

	10
	"nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs; for a worker is worthy of his food.

	11
	"Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you go out.

	12
	"And when you go into a household, greet it.

	13
	"If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.

	14
	"And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet.

	15
	"Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!

	16
	"Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.

	17
	"But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues.

	18
	"You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.

	19
	"But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak;

	20
	"for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.

	21
	"Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.

	22
	"And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.

	23
	"When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

	24
	"A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.

	25
	"It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household!

	26
	"Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.

	27
	"Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops.

	28
	"And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

	29
	"Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will.

	30
	"But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

	31
	"Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

	32
	"Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.

	33
	"But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.

	34
	"Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.

	35
	"For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law';

	36
	"and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.'

	37
	"He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

	38
	"And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.

	39
	"He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.

	40
	"He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.

	41
	"He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.

	42
	"And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward."



Supplemental Notes( on
Building the Heavenly Kingdom

1.  [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] Let us recall the picture from the beginning. The Lord Jesus Christ commanded the apostles to await Gods promise and refrain from any service until they were clothed with power from above (Luke 24:49). This power was of a certain nature and had a definite purpose. “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). Hence, we are faced with two things, DIVINE POWER and WITNESS TO CHRIST. It is the power that God grants us and our witness to Christ, the work of the Spirit and our response to act. This we can call the communion of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 13:14). The apostles’ work was centered upon witnessing to Christ. The Church was strong and faith extended and overflowed into the world. The Spirit worked in them powerfully, “And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:47). Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, the role of the Church is to establish the kingdom on earth, to witness to Christ in all places, and to win day by day those who are saved, for there is no salvation without Christ’s blood. “There is salvation in no one else.” (Acts 4:12).
2. [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] The Holy Spirit was the speaker on the mouths of the Apostles. “For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.” (Matthew 10:20). Thus was the spreading of faith. With one sermon on Pentecost, three thousand souls were added to the Church (Acts 2:41). It was not Peter who uttered the words, but God’s Spirit spoke through Peter’s mouth. The audience were cut to the heart and believed. Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38). Here we find four things: repentance, faith, baptism and the gift of the Holy Spirit. With these four works, 3000 souls were saved on one single day.

3. [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] The spiritual man is strong in his service, in his sermons, in the spiritual principles that he calls for, in his spiritual effect, and in his fruit, striving according to His working which works in him mightily ( Col 1:29). He is strong in his witnessing for the Lord, saying with David the Prophet, “I will speak of your testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed” (Ps 119:46).
4. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Start with fervent prayers! Offer God your love, and remember He has loved you first! Show this love in your deeds and treatment of others, even to those who annoy you. God will then open your eyes, and you will perceive the capabilities which He has given you and your true role in witnessing to Him.

5. [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] One may talk much, so he loses the virtues of silence, of thinking and contemplating. And one may remain silent and loses the advantage of a benefiting word, a word of consolation, a word of advice and also loses witnessing for the truth. As for the integral man, he knows when to remain silent and when to talk. He does not remain silent when it is good to talk and does not talk when it is good to remain silent.

6. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Church life is not only a life of worship in an evangelic way or a Biblical life in a spirit of worship, but it is one, inclusive and integral life, which includes the practical daily life with good behavior, the ascetic practice and the desire of the heart to witness and preach. In other words, our Bible study is worship, practical behavior, asceticism and preaching. Truly some members may be gifted in depth with certain talents. For example, some may be involved in studying the Bible, others in practicing asceticism, and others in preaching etc., yet all members have to live in the one whole spirit in order not to deviate from the aim of the Bible and the spirit of the Church.
7. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] We may limit the principal role of the Church to witnessing to her Bridegroom through her living Orthodox faith, her pious evangelic life, and her bearing the Cross joyfully. Thus, she will be the message of Christ read by all men and a practical gospel that witnesses to the truth.
8. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] The Great Lent or "Tessaracoste (forty days fasting)" is set to achieve a dual purpose: first, to be prepared to experience the joyful resurrection of the crucified Lord. Secondly, to prepare catechumens through teaching and guidance to practice worship with practical repentance, so that they might receive the sacrament of baptism on Easter eve.  Fasting is necessary for the performance of this task and gives it an increasingly deep significance. It implies an open, loving heart towards the human race. The whole Church fasts so that God may attract new children to Him and prepare them for the blessings of His Fatherhood. Thus fasting is a sign of our faith in God's power manifested in our ministry and preaching. On the other hand, fasting - particularly the Great Lent - should have the aim of witnessing to Jesus Christ and of unceasing prayer for the sanctification of mankind. 
9.  [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] The Alexandrian Fathers, who lived with an evangelic and ecclesiastic mind loved and honored priesthood, experienced monasticism with its angelic attitude, and at the same time they looked upon laymen as the living Church which is ministered by the clergymen and for whom the monks, nuns and virgins pray without differentiation between Church classes. The laity is the living Church; every member, man, woman, elder, youth or child, rich or poor etc. has a vital and effective role in worship, in practicing the sanctified life and in witnessing to Christ. In the book of Acts, we notice that the people who were scattered, and left Jerusalem because of the tribulations, went preaching the world and witnessing to the truth (Acts 8:4).
10. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] The deans and students of the School of Alexandria were mostly virgins who devoted their lives to Christ. They lived not only as scholars but as true worshippers, ascetics and preachers. They were eager to devote their lives, contemplating on God through their study of the Bible, without ignoring their role in witnessing to Christ and serving Him. It is no wonder that Origen, who devoted his life to studying the Bible, attracted many pagans who not only were converted to Christianity but also became martyrs. This oneness of life prepared many deans of the School to be elected as successful Popes.
11. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Rarely can you find any article or book concerning preaching in the writings of the early Fathers. For to them preaching is not a subject for searching or discussing, but it is an essential message for every member of the Church, regardless of whether he is a priest or layman, male or female, well-educated person or illiterate. Without the spirit of preaching, the believer looses his/her characteristic as a Christian person. St. John Chrysostom says, “What is the profit of a lamp without light, and what is the profit of a Christian without love (the love of the salvation of his/her brethren)?” The writings of the Early Fathers in all their branches have the spirit of preaching and witnessing to the Lord Jesus Christ and His redeeming work. This is very clear in their commentaries and homilies on the Old and New Testaments, their spiritual discourses, apologetic, ascetic writings and sacramental discourses.

12. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Virtue, in the Orthodox concept, is a joyful call for preaching and witnessing to the Holy Trinity. For Example: In his speech about almsgiving, St. John Chrysostom clarified that if a man bestows all he owns, it would not be equal of gaining one soul to Christ who died for this soul’s sake.

13. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] The early Copts, clergymen, monks, deans of the School of Alexandria and laymen were known for their inflamed desire to witness to Christ. In the Roman army, there were Coptic officers and soldiers who witnessed to Christ among their pagan colleagues, in Egypt and abroad, and many gave up their lives as a price for witnessing. Other Coptic merchants and sailors played the same role through their trips. This attitude is clarified by the transmission of Coptic culture and arts to many countries of Europe!  A Theaban legion arrived in Switzerland in 285 A.D., led by St. Mauritius of Garagos, in Upper-Egypt, who was martyred in Switzerland for refusing to offer sacrifices to the idols. His statue stands today in one of the public squares of the city of St. Moritz. The entire legion had been martyred with him for the same reason. His sister Warina followed him to Switzerland, where she also suffered martyrdom. His three friends, a legionary Felix, his sister Regula and Exuperantuis, hid themselves and ultimately reached the lake of Zurich, where they baptized converts until the ruler heard about them, and they were beheaded (their heads in their hands are the subject of protection for the city of Zurich).  A parallel story has been recounted about the town of Solothurn, with some variation. Its hero is St. Victor (Boctor), whose relics were transferred to Geneva in the fifth century. A Coptic missionary reached as far as the British Isles, a long time before the advent of St. Augustine of Canterbury (597 A.D.).  In Africa, Ethiopia accepted Christianity through Alexandrian preaching, so did Sudan and Nubia. Recent archaeological excavations in Nubia reveal the close relation between the Copts and Nubians in all aspects of life, religion, culture, arts, etc.
14. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Some believers believe that ascetic deeds prevent the preaching work. In their concept, ascetic deeds have one aim: to attract believers to their inner man and not to be involved in the salvation of others. But in fact the biographies of the great leaders of the monastic systems, their acts, and their writings witness that they practiced an evangelic and preaching life. For example, we mention the following:

a. Abbot Apollo, of Ansena in Upper Egypt, attracted hundreds of non-Christians to the Christian faith through his heavenly joy.

b. St. Moses the Black, as a monk, attracted many thieves to the Christian faith and to the monastic life. Also, a noble lady came from Rome to visit St. Arsanius, and she met St. Moses who spoke with her concerning the work of Christ, witnessing to the Gospel of Christ.

c. When St. Macarius the Great met a pagan priest, he attracted him through his decent speech about the Christian faith and the monastic life.

d. The Ascetic homilies of St. Isaac the Syrian and the hermit have a call to the inner joy and sincere love towards the brethren, the two spiritual nets that catch the souls to accept the practical and living faith.

15.  [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] As an experienced bishop, St. Ignatius explained two important elements for witnessing to Christ our Savior: 

a. Praying for others: His letters explained him as a man of prayer, who asked every believer not to cease from praying for the repentance of others: “And pray you also without ceasing on behalf of the rest of mankind, for there is in them a hope of repentance, that they may attain to God.” Ephes. 10. 

b. The good example: “Therefore permit them to be instructed at least by your works. Against their outbursts of wrath be you meek; against their proud words be you humble; against their railings set you your prayers; against their errors be you steadfast in faith; against their fierceness be you gentle.” Ephes. 10. “It is better to keep silence and to be (a Christian) than to talk and not to be one. It is a fine thing to teach, if the speaker practices (what he teaches). Now there is one Teacher, who spoke and it came to pass; yea, and even the things which He did in silence are worthy of the Father.” Ephes. 15.
16. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] One of the important phenomena of the modern Egyptian society in general, and the Copts in particular, since the mid sixties, is the exodus of large numbers for immigration abroad. The Egyptian government realized the importance of these Egyptians, their talents and capabilities, and established a new ministry to strengthen the relation between them and their homeland. With respect to the Copts, who represent the great majority of the Egyptian immigrants, H.H. Pope Kyrillos (Cyril) VI dedicated a lot of effort to shepherd them. H.H. Pope Shenouda III is taking care of them and dealing with their affairs in person. He spends much effort in supporting them spiritually and ordaining priests for every Church they establish, realizing the missionary role of these Churches and their witnessing to the Orthodox faith and thought outside Egypt.
17. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] May the Holy Spirit grant every heart of our brothers and children abroad to act for the edification of the deep living temple, so that new generations would grow up, bearing the same Orthodox spirit. Having an inflamed heart, capable of witnessing to the Orthodox faith through true evangelic Church thoughts.

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                                 . 
Building the Heavenly Kingdom
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1. Who was called by God to witness while still a teenager?
a) Jonah

b) Moses

c) Josiah

d) Jeremiah

e) Isaiah

2. When ____________ the prophet felt incapable of _______________, God assured him that He would put the _______________ in his mouth as he served.

3. As true Christians, we should be the ________________ of the world, carrying the light of Jesus Christ to the _______________.
4. We can attract others to Christ by

a) Praying for them

b) Knowing the Bible very well

c) Behaving like Christ

d) Loving our friends & enemies

e) All the above

5. It’s important to introduce Christ to others through
a) The fear of hell

b) Meekness

c) Boasting about our faith

d) Rebuke for their sins

e) Condemnation

6. Mention the part of the Liturgy where we proclaim to be witnesses to the Lord’s death and resurrection:

7. Consult you father of confession on how you can become an active servant of God.
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