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Comparative Theology

Differences between the Catholic and Orthodox Churches
Objective: 
· To learn the history of the separation of the Catholic Church from the rest of the churches
· To understand the differences between the Orthodox and the Catholic Church
Memory verse: 

“Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth” (Ephesians 6:14). 

References: 

· “The Holy Sacraments of the Coptic Orthodox Church,” Sami R. Hanna, Edited by Peter Brownfield 1995, Los Angeles, CA

· “The Precious Pearls in the Explanation of Church Rites, Vol. 2,” Fr. Youhana Salama
Introduction: 


For the first 450 years the church was essentially one. Five historic Patriarchal centers-Jerusalem, Antioch, Rome, Alexandria and Constantinople; formed a cohesive whole and were in full communion with each other. An important division took place in 45l AD during the council of Chalcedon. Then, in 1054 AD, the Roman Patriarch pulled away from the other four, pursuing his long-developing claim of universal headship of the church. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Disclaimer 

· The Catholic Church is apostolic.
· The Catholic Church practices the sacraments. 

· The Catholic Church is one of the original 5 Christian sees of the early Church.
· We are more similar than we are different.
· This is not intended to be an attack on the church. 

· We’re simply analyzing the teaching and dogma in light of: 

a) Scripture 

b) Fathers 

c) Church tradition 

· We are called to identify false teachers:
a) (Matthew 7:15) “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.” 

b) (2 Peter 2:1) “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.” 

c) (1 John 4:1) “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 

d) (2 Thessalonians 2:15) “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.” 

e) (Galatians 1:8) “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.” 

f) (Galatians 1:9) “As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.” 

· We are judging the teaching and not the people. 

II. Supremacy of St. Peter 

A. Primacy of honor, not of authority 
· Rome insists that all Christian Churches should submit to the Catholic Pope. 

a) No reconciliation until this first step is taken. 

b) There should not be authority over other bishops. 

c) Nowhere in Scripture do we see St. Peter taking decisions alone. 

B. First among equals 

· In the early Church, all bishops were equal but with different areas of jurisdiction. 

· St. Peter is certainly the foremost among the disciples, but again only in honor. 

a) Spoke on behalf of the Apostles
b) Mentioned first in all the list of the Apostles in Scripture
c) .”..As having precedence in honor, he (Peter) always begins the discourse. But observe how Peter does everything with common consent; nothing imperiously (domineering, dictatorial).” [St. John Chrysostom]
III. Papal Infallibility 

· Became dogma in 1870’s, under Pope Pious 

A. Misunderstood verses 

· (Matthew 16:18) “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”
· (Matthew 16:19) “And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

B. Rock of Faith 

· The rock to which Christ alluded is the rock of faith, the proclamation that He is the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 

C. The Rock could not mean flesh and blood 

· (Colossians 3:10) “According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it.” 

a) (1 Corinthians 3:11) “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

b) (Ephesians 2:20) “Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone.” 

c) (1 Corinthians 10:4) “And all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.” 

d) (Matthew 7:24) “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock.” 

D. John 21:15-16 

· “So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ He said to him, ‘Feed My lambs.’ He said to him again a second time, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’ He said to him, ‘Tend My sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?’ Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?‘ And he said to Him, ‘Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed My sheep.’” 

a) Here, Christ restores St. Peter’s apostleship. 

b) Jesus Christ said this three times in the same way he denied Him. 

E. St. Peter in Scripture 

· Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:4-35) 

a) St. Peter was simply one of the attendees. 

b) St. James led the council and arrived at the conclusion. 

· Rebuked sharply by St. Paul (Galatians 2:11-14) 

· Clearly, St. Paul did not consider St. Peter to be his superior. 

· Apostles sent Sts. Peter and John (Acts 8:14) 

· If St. Peter were the superior, he would be doing the sending. 

IV. Purgatory 

A. Temporary place 

· The soul is purified.
· The soul is cleansed of sin.
· Believers on earth pray for these souls.
B. History 

· Idea started in 1215 at the Latran Council. 

· 1274 at Leon Council 

· 1431 at Florence 

· 1545-1563 at Trent Council (became official Church position) 

C. Justification: (1 Corinthians 3:15) “If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” 
· This refers to the service and the work of ministers, not concerning punishment and judgment. 

D. Response 

· Many verses clearly indicate that God forgave all our sins through the Blood of Christ. 

· The most suitable candidate for Purgatory was the right-hand thief, but he went directly to Paradise. 

V. Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary 

A. Claim: Virgin Mary must have been born without sin in order to give birth to the Son of God. 

B. Response 

· The only person born without sin was Christ. 

· (Luke 1:46) “And Mary said: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.” 

a) St. Mary herself claims she is in need of a Savior. 

b) If she were born without sin, she would not need salvation. 

c) The Holy Spirit overshadowed her and prepared her body and soul to bear the Word of God. 

d) (Romans 5:12) “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” 

VI. Procession of the Holy Spirit (Filioque) 

A. This is a change to the Creed: Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son
B. Background 

· Leo III, Pope of Rome, engraved the Creed on two tablets of silver with the following inscription: “I, Leo, have put up these tablets for the love and preservation of the Orthodox faith.” 

C. Problems 

· Makes the Holy Spirit a lesser Person of the Trinity
· Implies two origins rather than One (the Father) 

D. Response 

· The clause was added without the authority of an ecumenical council. 

· Rome acted alone without consent of other bishops. 

· (John 15:26) “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.” 

· (John 16:7) “Nevertheless I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.” 

VII. Lesser Differences 

A. Facing East 

· The Catholic Church prays facing any direction.
a) East has special significance. 

b) Christ was born in the east. 

c) The Magi came from the east. 

d) The star rose from the east. 

e) Paradise was in the east. 

f) Christ’s Second Coming will be from the east. 

g) The sun rises in the east; Christ is the sun of righteousness, Who shines His light on us, we who sit in the darkness and shadow of death. 

h) Virgin Mary was likened to a gate facing the east (Ezekiel 44:1). 

B. Baptism by Immersion and not sprinkling 

· Christ came up out of the water (Matthew 3:16). 

· Read about Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:38-39). 

· Baptism is death with Christ. 

· Baptism is a new birth; birth means one body coming out of another body. 

· The origin of the word “Baptism” is a Greek word which means “to dye.” 

C. Divorce 

· Catholics do not permit divorce under any circumstances, even in cases of adultery. 

· (Matthew 19:9) “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.” 

D. Eucharist 

· Catholics stopped adding yeast to the bread 

a) Yeast represents sin. 

b) Christ bore the sin of the world. 

· Catholics do not commune the Blood, only the Body. 

Conclusion: 


Although there are some differences in believes between the Orthodox and the Catholic churches, the love and respect we have to all Christians remain a unifying power toward resolution of the differences in the future. 

Applications: 

· Search for the major similarities between the two churches. 

· Search for facts around the history of the separation of the Catholic Church. 



Differences between the Catholic and Orthodox Churches
By Mr. Atef Aziz

	Dogma
	Orthodox Faith
	Catholic Faith

	Christ’s Nature
	One Nature
	Two Natures

	Baptism
	By immersion
	By sprinkling

	Communion
	Take both Body and Blood
	Take the Body only

	Confirmation
	Performed immediately after Baptism
	Delayed till the child is grown

	Anointing the Sick
	Performed whenever a person is sick
	Performed to those about to die

	St. Mary
	She’s a human being
	She’s sinless, like God

	The Apostles
	Have the same rank
	St. Peter is their head

	The Pope
	Is a sinner
	Does not sin

	Forgiveness Vouchers
	Do not exist
	Issued by the pope to forgive sins




Why do we need to study Ritual Theology?(
[image: image1.png]There are many reasons why we need to study the rituals of our Holy Church. It is quite true to say that of all the Christian churches in the world, ours has maintained the rituals which were used by our ancestors in the Faith many centuries ago – indeed, even from the beginning of Christianity. So we should examine the ceremonial practices of our Church to put us in tune with the worship, which has gone on in the Coptic Church without change from its very beginnings.


It is also true to suggest that it is likely that our Church conducts some of the longest services of any Christian denomination. Knowledge of the theological meanings which underlie the rituals will enhance our enjoyment of these long services; and this means that you, like me, will never find the long services boring. Indeed, I find that I enjoy the long services very much and that they are truly rewarding – so much so that I wish I could go back to the monastery where we used to pray the Holy Liturgy in its fuller form, which is much longer. And we did it every day! At the moment you attend the English Liturgy here and feel that it is long – much longer than the services of the Anglican or the Roman Catholic churches – you would be shocked to learn that the Coptic Liturgy which you attend is in fact half, or even less than half, of the full proper Coptic Liturgy which is prayed in Coptic with its original tunes. In fact, here I am speaking about the basic liturgy of St. Basil, which we use today, but if we were to pray the Liturgy of St. Gregory, with its distinct long tunes in Coptic, you would find that from the recitation of the Creed until the end of the Liturgy, it would take at least four hours. And this does not include everything that came before the Creed.


I should confess that out of curiosity this year and last year, I have examined the newspapers, such as the “Leader” or the local newspapers during Easter time. (Here I am using the terms you know, though I should like to call “Good Friday” by its correct name of “The Holy Great Friday,” and “Easter” by the proper term “The Feast of the Resurrection” and “Christmas” by the term “The Feast of the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ”). And I have discovered that the longest service on the whole page is two hours, whilst as you well know, ours goes from 8am until 6pm. And even so, we are pushing to finish everything in time! And what about the vigil of Joyous Saturday? It seems that no-one else but us does this service any more. For myself, I know that in church we start at 10:30pm and do not finish until 6:30 or 7am, whilst in the monastery we would begin at 10pm and not finish until 8am! In fact, I once attended the vigil, or overnight watch, at Deir El-Muharraq (the Monastery of the Holy Virgin) in Upper Egypt. There, we read the entire book of the Apocalypse, or Revelation, in Coptic and then repeated it in Arabic!


From the above, we must recognize that our Coptic Orthodox Church is indeed a unique one. On some occasions, I have met with various ministers and priests from other churches, and they have often been shocked when I explain the length and nature of our services. I have sometimes felt that they must think that we are not from here at all but from another planet! Some years ago, when Barry Unsworth was State Premier, we would conduct with him and various religious leaders a monthly prayer breakfast in the Rockdale region. In the other churches, it was the habit to begin eating and, after 25 minutes of eating, we would then pray for 5 minutes (some with food still in their mouths!). When my turn came to host the prayer breakfast, I began with a prayer before eating, which surprised many. When I began with “In the Name of the Father and the Son … etc.,” a large number were amazed and thought it was some sort of heresy, as they had never prayed that way before. This might indicate to you just how far many of the other Christian denominations have strayed from their origins.


From my experience as a father of Confession for many young people, it has come to my attention that they are often accused by others of being part of a church which is “too strict” and has “much too long rituals which are not understood by the faithful.” This is an accusation which is still made. It is to address this accusation that we have begun studying this course in the rituals of the Holy Coptic Orthodox Church, so that this generation may be well able to answer such erroneous beliefs and, in so doing, follow the instructions of St. Peter who told us to:

“…sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you …” (1 Peter 3:16)


It is for this reason that I shall begin this study of the rituals of the Holy Church with an examination of their sources; in fact, I have no need to go beyond the writings of the Holy Apostolic Fathers up to the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. Before this time, the Church was undivided, so this should be sufficient proof that our Church was not following anything unoriginal or false, or indeed just a continuation of the Old Testament worship and priesthood. The result of this survey of the sources from the earliest centuries of Christianity will prove that we are following the Lord Jesus Christ in truth and “in the Spirit,” just as the Holy Bible informed us. In this context, it might be interesting to remember the story of Naboth the Jezreelite (1 Kings 21:1-13) who refused to sell his inheritance of land to his neighbor, King Ahab. For this loyalty to the inheritance of his ancestors, Naboth was killed. This is a moral lesson for us all, particularly those who have so easily abandoned the traditions and faith of our Fathers.

 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
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Verse to memorize: 
	Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth.

Ephesians 6:14


1. Search for the major similarities between the two churches:

2. Search for facts around the history of the separation of the Catholic Church:










































( RITUAL THEOLOGY I, According to the rites of The Coptic Orthodox Church, By Rev. Fr. Tadros El-Bakhoumi, Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Sydney and affiliated Regions, Pope Shenouda III Coptic Theological College, Sydney- Australia
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