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Fellowship among Believers

Objective:

· Integration & unification of the Church is achieved by fellowship among her members.

Memory Verse:

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

References:

· Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37

· Romans 12

· 1 Corinthians 12

· Ephesians 4:1-16; 25-32

Introduction:


Read 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12. Discuss with your students what the text is about (Fellowship among believers and ties with members, which form one body; that is the Church).

Lesson Outline:

I. Communion with Believers Is the Participation in Our Lord Jesus Christ


Draw a parallel between our relationship with our Lord Jesus and that of the vine with its branches. Jesus is the origin of the vine, and each true believer is a live branch fixed in the origin and drawing from Him the elixir of life. As long as the believer is steadfastly rooted in the vine, he will consequently gain fellowship with the other branches, fruit, and leaves.

II. The Early Church Experienced Communal Life

Analysis: Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 4:32-37
· The disciples regularly joined together in one spirit for prayer and supplication. The women, Mary the mother of Jesus, and His brothers were also there (Acts 1:14). They all joined as one soul, one existence, and one heart (Acts 2:1,46; Acts 4:32).

· Communal worship and communal doctrines (Acts 2:42,46,47).

· Witnesses joined in faith (Acts 4:32)
· Witnesses gathered around the Holy Offering of the Eucharist (Acts 2:42).

· The Agape (sharing a meal) table (Acts 2:46).

· Spontaneous sharing of money and possessions (Acts 4:32.34-3); “they had all things in common” (Acts 4:32).

III. Characteristics of the Fellowship among Believers: “Canonization”

· Its basis and main role is to achieve steadfastness and unity in God.

· A communion achieved through faith and belief
a) “One Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5)
b) “One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all” (Ephesians 4:6)

· The wisdom of the Church in reciting the Creed of Faith out loud is to inculcate the basis of our faith. It ensures the isolation of heretics and contrivers and their banishment from the Church (1 Thessalonians 3:10; 2 John 1:10,11).

IV. Fellowship Demonstrated In Holiness and Chastity

· It is a communion among saints living in purity and rejecting the way of the world and its uncleanness. They seek to live according to the way of the Lord (Hebrews 12:12-16).

· The Church used to eliminate its ties with the wicked, the immoral, and the adulterers (1 Corinthians 5:9-13).

V. Fellowship Achieved Through Worship and Rejoicing

· The Church has its communal prayers, such as those of the Holy Liturgy, and its communal praises, such as the Psalmody and the praises of the Coptic month of Kiahk.

· The Church also observes general fasting periods in which everybody participates to create an atmosphere of ritual, of worship, and of purity. This allows the Church to rise above physical bonds and all the earthly lusts.

· The whole Church joins in the offering of the Eucharist, announcing that we may be one body and one spirit and “that we may have a share and an inheritance with all the Saints” (Divine Liturgy).

VI. Fellowship Based On Love and Sympathy

· Divine Love in the Church gathers everyone in reciprocal love. Each one places his brother before himself in the place of honor, as it is stated in the Bible (1 Corinthians 12:25, 26).

· Fellowship of love in the Church is beyond slander and seeks to promote the exchange of sympathy to limitless giving (Acts 3:15; l John 3:17-18).

· Therefore the first Church lived in the spirit of sharing (Acts 4:34; Romans 12:9-13).

VII. Fellowship Achieved Through Integration and Cooperation

· St. Paul, the apostle, speaks in Romans 16 and Corinthians 12 about the integration in the one Body of Christ, made up of various members. In spite of the diversity of their functions, all members work together, harmoniously, for the well being of the body (1 Corinthians 12:14-25).

· In the same way, there are multiple talents just as there are multiple members (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

· Moreover, the tasks and services are numerous, and each of us should stand in the appropriate post assigned to him/her by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 4:10).

VIII. Our Spiritual Life Originated and was Formed Through the Life of Fellowship in the Church

· The Church servant discusses with his students the extent to which they respond to the life of fellowship with believers, through which communal prayers gain greater efficacy and strength. 
a) The wonderful power of communal worship and how it supports the spiritual life of each person
b) The efficacy of the communion of the Holy Mysteries
c) The general fasts
d) The sermons and spiritual (retreat) days
e) The fellowship of the Saintly fathers as they sustain our struggle by praying and interceding on our behalf

f) Communal life of the Church and how it enriches, discovers, and guides our talents to be used for the glory of God and the expansion of His Holy Kingdom
IX. Sayings of the Father

· “If you have been born in Christianity, then everyone else born in Christ is your brother. Consequently, if you love yourself more than your brother, this does not arise from Christ” (A Spiritual Elder).

· “The younger member adds brightness to the elder, as the simple eyelid adds beauty to the eye. Therefore a person who resists his younger brother resists himself. Moreover, harm does not fall upon the person resisted but rather it reverts to and harms the initiator in a greater degree than that caused to his brother” (St. John Chrysostom).

Applications:

· Discover some of your talents and use them for the benefit of the Church.

· Spend a vigil prayer in Church.

· Join in providing the needs of the saints (brothers of the Lord).

a) Offer clothes, covers, or food.

b) Contribute to the education of needy colleagues.

c) Visit an orphanage and donate some gifts.

· Pray for the weak, the stumbling, and the fallen.



Acts 2:41-47

	41
	Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

	42
	And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

	43
	Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.

	44
	Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common,

	45
	and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.

	46
	So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,

	47
	praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.


Acts 4:32-37

	32
	Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.

	33
	And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.

	34
	Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold,

	35
	and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.

	36
	And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus,

	37
	having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.




I Corinthians 12

	1
	Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant:

	2
	You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led.

	3
	Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.

	4
	There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

	5
	There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.

	6
	And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.

	7
	But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

	8
	for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit,

	9
	to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit,

	10
	to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.

	11
	But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

	12
	For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.

	13
	For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free-and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.

	14
	For in fact the body is not one member but many.

	15
	If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body?

	16
	And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body?

	17
	If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?

	18
	But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.

	19
	And if they were all one member, where would the body be?

	20
	But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.

	21
	And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."

	22
	No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.

	23
	And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty,

	24
	but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it,

	25
	that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.

	26
	And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

	27
	Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.

	28
	And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.

	29
	Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?

	30
	Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?

	31
	But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.


Romans 12

	1
	I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

	2
	And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

	3
	For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

	4
	For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function,

	5
	so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.

	6
	Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;

	7
	or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;

	8
	he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

	9
	Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.

	10
	Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;

	11
	not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;

	12
	rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;

	13
	distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.

	14
	Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

	15
	Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.

	16
	Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

	17
	Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.

	18
	If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.

	19
	Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.

	20
	Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."

	21
	Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.


Ephesians 4

	1
	I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,

	2
	with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,

	3
	endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

	4
	There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;

	5
	one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

	6
	one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

	7
	But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.

	8
	Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men."

	9
	(Now this, "He ascended"-what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth?

	10
	He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)

	11
	And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,

	12
	for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

	13
	till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

	14
	that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,

	15
	but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head-Christ

	16
	from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

	17
	This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind,

	18
	having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart;

	19
	who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

	20
	But you have not so learned Christ,

	21
	if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus:

	22
	that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts,

	23
	and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

	24
	and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

	25
	Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another.

	26
	"Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath,

	27
	nor give place to the devil.

	28
	Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need.

	29
	Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.

	30
	And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

	31
	Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.

	32
	And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.



Sunday School Lesson Plan(
	Lesson: Characteristics of the Early Church


	Objective:   (Choose one)
                 
1) Devotion: seriousness
                    
2) Treating other classmates as equals
                    
3) Imitation of the early Christians 

	Resources / Sources:   1) Acts 2:41-47  &  4:32-37
                                                2) Homily XII by St. John Chrysostom, Nicene & Post-Nicene Fathers 

	Lesson Outline / Activity:
     I.  The Characteristics as Listed in the Bible
A. Devoted to the Apostles’ teachings
      - Devoted = firmly loyal; fixed or unchanged
B. Devoted to fellowship (one mind)
      - fellowship = being together, sharing similar interests or experiences; union of friends or               equals sharing similar interests
C. Devoted to the Breaking of Bread (Holy Communion)
D. Devoted to prayers
      - including Liturgical prayers
E. Many signs and wonders were done (strong faith)
F. All who believed were together
      - united; no divisions
G. Had all things in common (unity)
      - give an example: sharing toys 
H. Sold their possessions and goods and distributed to all who needed
      1. Necessary to support new converts who left their homes
      2. Shows their love toward each other
I. Daily, they spent much time in the Temple
J. Ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart
       - thanksgiving
K. They were praising God.
       - e.g. Tasbeha
L. They had favor with all the people.
       - They loved everyone, including enemies.
M. Increased in number daily
N. They were all of one heart & one soul (one in Christ).
O. Gave witness to the resurrection
P. Great grace was upon them all.
Q. No one among them lacked.
       - no poverty
      II.  Implementing the Characteristics above

Go through each characteristic listed above and discuss with the students how we can implement some of them among ourselves.

      III.  Possible Group Activities

A. Matching game:  Match a characteristic with the Bible verse in which it’s mentioned.
B. Get feedback from the students on their reactions to a given situation.
C. 1. Divide the class into 3 or 4 groups
2. Each group reads a couple of verses
3. Each group lists the characteristics mentioned in the assigned verses
4. All the characteristics are listed together and discussed




NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                           .
[image: image1.png]Fellowship among Believers

Verse to memorize: 
	But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

John 1:7


1. The Apostolic Era is the

a) First 3 years after Christ 
b) First 100 years after Christ 
c) First 4 centuries 
d) Time until the 16th century

2. The number of the Apostles is
a) 12

b) 13

c) 14

d) 70

e) 72
3. List the names of the 12 Apostles during Christ’s time: 

	1)  ______mon
	7)  ______thew

	2)  And______
	8)  ______mas

	3)  Jam______
	9)  _____mes, son of Alphaeus

	4)  Jo_______
	10) Si______, the Zealot

	5)  Phil______
	11) Jud_____, son of James

	6)  Bar_________mew
	12) ______as Iscariot


4. The early Church of the Apostolic Era was characterized by:
a) Unity

b) Evangelism

c) Persecution

d) Strong faith

e) All the above
( Prepared by the Junior High Sunday School group, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A., June 2003
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