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Man from a Christian Perspective
Objective: 
· Learning about the ultimate goal of the creation of man
· God has a certain message for man. 

Memory Verse: 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 

References: 

· Genesis 1:31; 2:7-25 

· Psalm 8:4-8 

· Ephesians 2:10 

· 1 Corinthians 16 

Introduction: 


Stimulate interest in the topic by posing a question: “Is man a divine being or an earthly one?” We would answer this question if we could define the reason for the creation of man. God is Love, and consequently, He wishes to create beings with whom to set up a tie of love, to introduce them into His life and joy. This is what is meant by the glory of God, that man should live and be happy. St. Ambrose accordingly says, “The glory of God is the life of man.” 


It is also useful to discuss the above verses and draw the main points as discussed below. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Man is an Image of God 
· Notice the difference between what God said upon creating man and what He said when He created all other creatures. 

· It seems that “in our Image” denotes free will and reasoning (understanding one’s self and its surrounds). Freedom fills a person with a sense of responsibility and underlines that we are God‘s children. Therefore, we are able to know Him and be united with Him. 

· The words “in Our Likeness” imply the goal man should aim at within the scope of virtue and holiness, and which he could attain in varying degrees. 

· Sin does not strip man of God‘s image (features that characterize nature). However, it strips him of the “likeness” since virtue and holiness are related to man‘s free choice. 

· The words “let us create man” do not refer to the spirit alone or to the body alone. They refer to both since man is one entity. Moreover, the fact that man has a body does not make him less than angels, for man has a more perfect nature and has been granted greater potentials; he is a small world. Actually, he is the meeting point of all spiritual and physical (material) creation. As such, man is a priest to creation in its totality. 

· “In the image of God” man has been created so that he is enabled to see God Who lives within his heart through faith; “the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21). 

· St. Anthony said, “He who knows himself knows God.” St. Isaac the Syrian said, “If you have a pure heart, heaven is within you.” It has been said of St. Pakhomius that “due to the purity of his heart, he saw God, Who is invisible, as though through glass.” 

· Since man is made in the image of God, every member of the human race, however sinful or poorly talented, is very precious and dear in God‘s sight. St. Clement of Alexandria says, “When you see your brother, you see the picture of God. Such an honor is underlined in Orthodox worship, honor to all mankind.” 

· Moreover, since man is made in the image of God, his soul is immortal, for God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.” This breath is the mystery behind man’s power. 

· We notice that when Jesus rose from the dead, “He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:22). 

· Immortality applies to the soul: “The dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it” (Ecclesiastics 12:7). 

· However, the nature of the body made of dust is not evil, for Adam was good while he was made of that body and before his fall; God does not create evil. There is a difference between natural instincts that are pure and holy and the deviations that have occurred to these after the onset of sin. 

II. He Made Them Male and Female 

· Refer to the following texts: Genesis 2:21-25; Matthew 19:4-6; Ephesians 5:28-32
· We note how St. Paul uses the same expressions for Adam and Eve, who is a bone taken out of his bones and flesh taken out of his flesh. St. Paul uses this to underline the relationship between Jesus Christ and us by saying, “For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones” (Ephesians 5:30). 

· The natural relationship that tied Adam and Eve, being of one body, became ours once more through Jesus and the mystery of the Holy Spirit, Who makes the two become one, man and wife. This new unified body has become the seed of the Church, which consists of members joined together with Christ‘s body. 

· Thus, there is no distinction whatsoever between the sexes from the point of view of their rights and duties, whether spiritual or social. St. Paul emphasizes this point when he says, “There is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). 

III. Why Did God Give Adam the Commandment? 

· The human soul comes from God. Consequently, it possesses wisdom, freedom, and will, even though these are limited because the physical body binds them. That is why the human soul is aware of herself. 

· Moreover, this is evident in the use of its talents granted to it by God. On this account, it was necessary that God give Adam a commandment that would offer him the opportunity to use his freedom, his will, and his wisdom, besides self-realization. Thus, the commandment was given to Adam to underline his freedom rather than to bind it, to achieve self-realization, or to cancel or thwart it. Moreover, the commandment is a tie of love between God and Adam. Adam obeys God’s words as a sign of sincere love and trust in Him and therefore deserves a good reward. 

IV. How Did Man Fall? 


Adam‘s nature was not inclined to evil. His fall proceeded from his own free will, which he projected into a prohibited larger scope. By obeying the evil one, Adam fell and committed evil, which he did not know. What he did know, however, was that the result of evil is death. 

V. The State Of Man after His Fall 

· He started to fear God, who loved him, and the voice of indictment and punishment filled his being; “You should surely die.” 

· His will to do well weakened as the Spirit of God left him, while the knowledge of good and evil introduced in him an enormous duality and inner conflict. It became impossible for man, however hard he resisted, to progress even one step towards eternity by himself. This is due to the soul that is impotent in the face of directing its conscience towards matters above its potentials, all on its own. 

· The crack in man’s being: 

a) Within himself: a conflict between the spirit and the body and between the conscience and the self
b) Between him and others: egoism (of Adam); hatred and envy (of Cain)
c) Between him and creation: Upon losing God‘s image within him, he lost his power over the earth and nature, which began to revolt against him. 

VI. Man’s Salvation 

· Man’s salvation takes place through Incarnation (and hence the shedding of blood). In this act, God united Himself with man so that His life might flow into man and consequently be granted to him. In other words, man renews God‘s image in him and shares God‘s love, glory and holiness. This does not mean that man achieves the essence of God, but it makes him, as St. Peter says, “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4). 

· Having experienced the features of God‘s love to us, we understand the quality of love we should show our neighbors on the level of the family, the Church, the country, and the whole world. This is what Jesus requested, “that you love one another, as I have loved you” (John 15:12). 

VII. Christian Love Embodies the Following Characteristics 

· It is founded upon self-sacrifice: “By this we know the love of God, because He laid down His life for us and we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” (1 Jn 3:16). 

· It is embellished by sharing: “Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?” (2 Cor 11:29) 

· On the plane of the will and of work: “My little children, let us not love in word, or in tongue; but in deed and in truth” (1 Jn 3:18). 

· Gratuitous, unconditional love: “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom 5:6-8). 

· Love that is specifically directed towards those that are suffering, in deep need, and the oppressed. 

VIII. Man Has a Divine Task 


Through this divine task, man achieves the full stature of his humanity. 

· “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 

· A Christian, after having received the gift of faith in Christ, is invited to use all his potentials, in love, in doing good works, as he follows Christ‘s leadership in all things. 

a) In thought: We have been granted His thoughts. 

b) In words: From the good treasure of his heart, his mouth speaks. 

c) At work: A new divine concept operates after the renewal of our nature, so that work is not merely a social obligation. 

d) In worship: 

· On the internal level: Our humanity rises to an angelic degree. 

· On the external level: Catering to the needs of and visiting the widows, the orphans, the sick, the sad, and the imprisoned
Applications: 

· Study the songs of praise and practice them. 

· Undertake a research about “Knowledge and Faith.” 

· Practice works of sacrificial love, that is self giving; e.g. catering to the needs of others and visiting orphanages, sick brothers and sisters, prisoners, and those who suffer. 




Genesis 1:31

	Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.


Genesis 2:7-25

	7
	And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.

	8
	The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He had formed.

	9
	And out of the ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

	10
	Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and became four riverheads.

	11
	The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.

	12
	And the gold of that land is good. Bdellium and the onyx stone are there.

	13
	The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which goes around the whole land of Cush.

	14
	The name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one which goes toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

	15
	Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.

	16
	And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;

	17
	"but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

	18
	And the Lord God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him."

	19
	Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name.

	20
	So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him.

	21
	And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.

	22
	Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.

	23
	And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."

	24
	Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

	25
	And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.


Psalm 8:4-8

	4
	What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him?

	5
	For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor.

	6
	You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet,

	7
	All sheep and oxen-Even the beasts of the field,

	8
	The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas.


Ephesians 2:10

	For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.



NAME: ____________________________
first                                  last                                                 
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	For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:10


1. Is man a divine being or an earthly one?
2. Why did God give Adam the commandment?

3. Mention 3 things that happened to man after the fall:
4. Through the In_____________, the image of God is ________________in man and he ______________ God’s love, glory and holiness.

5. What is the divine task of man?
7
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