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The Bronze Serpent 
Objective: 
God dislikes sin.
Memory Verse: 

“We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you.” (Numbers 21:7) 
References: 

Numbers 21 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Who gives us our food, our clothes, etc? 

· Are we accustomed to thank the Lord for His gifts? 

Lesson Outlines: 

You know how the Lord cared about His people in Egypt and how He saved them from the bondage of Pharaoh. He chose Moses as a leader and provided him with miraculous deeds. Did you know how the Lord gave him favor in the eyes (the sight) of Pharaoh and how the miracles he made amazed the Egyptians and made Pharaoh submit to the will of God and release the people? The people went out under the leadership of Moses. Moses struck the sea with his staff, and the people crossed on dry ground. The Lord led them with a cloud by day and with a pillar of fire by night. The Lord sent them manna and quails so that they might not starve. When they were walking in a barren land and needed water, the Lord brought them water out of a rock. The Lord also cared spiritually about them. He cared about their souls and gave Moses the tablets of the Covenant. 

· What did the Lord provide Moses with so that he might become a great leader for his people? 

· How did the Lord care about His people when they were in the wilderness? 

In spite of all this, the people spoke against the Lord and against Moses. They complained about the manna and the quail. Serpents started to bite them. Serpents were found everywhere, inside and outside their tents. Serpents bit many of them, and those who were bitten died. The plague was severe and powerful. They suffered severe pain. The people realized that the hand of the Lord was laid heavily on them. They came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Now pray to the Lord to take these serpents away. We are sinners and the Lord will not listen to us.” Moses asked them, “Will you repent and stop complaining?” They said, “Yes, we repent.” 

Moses went to a secluded place, bowed down and worshipped the Lord, then he stood up and prayed, “O Lord I have sinned and these people sinned against you. Forgive me and forgive them. O Lord, take these serpents away. Glory be to you. Amen.” 

The Lord loved His servant Moses because he was honest and obedient, so he answered his prayers. The Lord said to Moses, “Make a bronze serpent and put it on a pole so that anyone who is bitten could look at it and be healed.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and put it on a pole. He gathered the people and said to them, “The Lord commanded that he who looks at this serpent with faith will be healed,” and the people believed and were healed. 

· Were the people thankful to the Lord for His gifts? 

· What did they say to Moses about the manna? 

· How did the Lord punish them? 

· What does the bronze serpent stand for in the New Testament? 

The children write in their notebooks: It stands for the Sacrifice of Christ. The people carried those who were bitten by the serpents and put them before the bronze serpent and they were healed. Some of them were bitten from a long time and some were bitten from a short time and immediately looked at the bronze serpent. Even those who were about to be bitten by the serpents hurried to look at the bronze serpent, and the serpents could not do them any harm. 

If we have committed a sin in the past, or if we have just sinned, or if the devil is about to fight us, we should hurry and look at the cross and say, “My crucified Lord, have mercy on me,” and the Lord will have mercy on us. 

· Who was saved from the serpent’s poison? 

· Who will save us from the Serpent’s Poison? 

· Let us repeat together: “We have sinned…”
· Give the children some crosses. 

· Encourage the children to benefit from the power of the cross in their practical life. 

Conclusion: 

Moses raised a serpent and put it on a pole in the wilderness, according to the Lord’s commandment, so that anyone who was bitten could look at it and be healed. In this, the Lord desired to make all people look at the Holy Sacrifice, which would be put on the Cross and anyone who believed in Him and looked at Him would be saved, in body and soul. For God so loved the world that He gave His Only Begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

Applications: 

· Pray this week and say, “My crucified Lord, have mercy on me.” Repeat it several times during day and night. 

· Make many types of crosses, draw them, color them and bring them with you to Sunday School. Put one of them in the place where you pray. 




Numbers 21:4-9

	4
	And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way.

	5
	And the people spoke against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, and there is no water; and our soul loathes this light bread.

	6
	And Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.

	7
	And the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, because we have spoken against Jehovah, and against thee; pray unto Jehovah, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people.

	8
	And Jehovah said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a standard: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he seeth it, shall live.

	9
	And Moses made a serpent of brass, and set it upon the standard: and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he looked unto the serpent of brass, he lived.


John 3:13-21

	13
	"No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.

	14
	"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,

	15
	"that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

	16
	"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

	17
	"For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

	18
	"He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

	19
	"And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

	20
	"For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.

	21
	"But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."




THE BRONZE SERPENT(
Bible Reading:     Numbers 21: 4-9 and John 3: 1-21 
Golden Verse: 
"Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life." John 3: 14-15 
Lesson Aims: 
1. The bronze snake is a symbol of Christ on the cross. 
2. We should turn to God in our times of need, and He will free us from our sins. 
Lesson Notes: 
1. God cares for the Israelites in the Wilderness. 
· Review the multitudes of miracles that God performed for his people in Sinai. 
2. The Beginning of Sin 
a. The people spoke against Moses and God (verse 5). 
b. They forgot all the benefits and good things they received from God. 
c. They detested the manna, God's given food (verse 5). 
3. The Result of Sin 
a. The venomous snakes bit the people.
b. The Sinai wilderness was full of snakes, but as long as the Israelites obeyed God, the snakes did not dare to harm them. The minute that they departed from obeying God, they became victims of the snakes. 
4. Repentance 
a. God punishes His people to force them to repent. 
b. The Israelites confess their sins (verse 7), and this is the beginning of repentance. 
c. They asked Moses to pray on their behalf. The priest also prays on our behalf so that God may forgive our sins. 
5. Purpose of the Bronze Snake: God gave the Israelites the bronze snake to

a. Teach them to obey Him
b. Teach them to listen to His words
c. To give them a symbol, or prophecy, of Jesus Christ being crucified; there was no salvation without Christ.

The Bronze Serpent(
(Abbreviated Lesson for Kids)

I. God Cares for His Children

A. God never forsook the people of Israel.
1. He rescued them from their mighty enemies.
2. He performed many miracles to prove Himself.
3. He gave them food and drink in the wilderness.

4. He guided them by a cloud & a pillar of fire as they traveled.

5. He guided their spiritual lives by the 10 Commandments.

B. God disciplines His children.

1. The Israelites sinned against God.

i They spoke against the Lord and Moses.

ii They despised God’s blessings (e.g. Manna); similar to throwing food away by some kids
iii They were unthankful.

2. God stopped protecting them from desert snakes.

i The desert was full of snakes.

ii By separating themselves from God, the snakes were able to harm them.

3. “Him He loves, He disciplines.” Heb 12:6
i The Israelites repented from their sin as a result of God’s discipline.
ii Likewise, God might have to discipline some of us in order to repent.

II. The Cross in Our Lives

A. The Bronze Serpent’s Symbol

1. Jesus saved us on the Cross.

2. Whoever believes in Him is saved from eternal death.

B. The Cross is the sign of our salvation.

1. We wear it to remind ourselves of God’s love for us.

2. Crossing ourselves:

i As we pray

ii Before leaving our homes every day

iii Whenever we’re in trouble; e.g. scared


Supplemental Notes on
The Bronze Serpent
1. God’s blessings on the Israelites:
a. He saved them from Pharaoh by many miracles.
b. They crossed the Red Sea on dry land when the Egyptians pursued them.

c. He led them through the wilderness by a cloud during the day and a pillar of fire during the night.

d. He sent them manna from heaven to eat as bread and quails as meat, when they lusted after meat.
e. He brought them water out of a rock to drink.

f. He gave them the Ten Commandments to straighten their lives and live peacefully, successfully and joyfully.

g. He protected them from the enemies around them and fought on their behalf.

2. Complaining is a sin.
a. Despite all the blessings, they lost trust in God; they believed that they would die in the wilderness.
b. They became very discouraged.  How should they have treated this ailment?

c. They despised God’s gift from heaven; they called manna “worthless bread.”

· Kids who throw away food likewise belittle God’s gift.

d. Sometimes we focus on the negative side of our lives and forget God’s blessings.
· Companies are now fighting the negative attitude of their workers because it hurts their business.

· Negative thoughts cause depression and saps away one’s energy.

e. A life of thankfulness brings about a positive attitude.

· We start all prayers with thanksgiving, even funerals.

· “Eucharist,” the Divine Liturgy which we attend every Sunday and during the week, means “giving thanks.”

3. God disciplines.
a. “The Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died.” Num 21:6
· God uses many methods to discipline and punish.

b. The death was agonizing, occurring after raging fevers.

c. This discipline was successful in causing the people to repent, confess their sin, and ask for absolution.

d. What should we do when God disciplines us?

· Repent and confess our sins to the Church (the priest)
· Look at Christ crucified, trusting in His forgiveness

e. Before the Sacrament of Anointing the Sick, the priest first takes confession because the sickness can be a result of sin.
4. The intercession of Moses
a. The Israelites had to ask Moses to pray for them, so they can be saved from death.
b. Why did they need Moses to pray for them? Couldn’t they have pray for themselves?

· God had turned His face away from them because of their sins. When we sin, we separate ourselves from God.
c. We ask for the Saints’ intercessions because they’re closer to God.

d. During the Sacrament of Confession, the priest prays for us that God may forgive us our sins.
5. Why a pole with a serpent?
a. The purpose of the Bronze Snake:

· To train the people of Israel to obey God

· To train the people of Israel to listen to God’s word

· To give them a prophecy about Christ’s Crucifixion

b. To the Israelites, the serpents were a curse; crucifixion was a sign of a curse.  Likewise, Jesus Christ became a curse for us on the cross.
c. Jesus Christ destroyed Satan through His Crucifixion, when He was nailed to the Cross.
d. There was no way for their salvation, except by gazing at the Bronze Serpent.  Likewise, by means of the Cross and believing in the Crucified Lord, we are granted victory over death and over Satan, the deadly serpent.

6. After accepting God’s discipline, repenting & trusting in God, the people of Israel were then able to overcome their enemies, conquer lands, and advance from victory to victory.
a. God is the only One Who can defeat the enemies for us.

b. God also gave the Israelites water from many wells (Verses 16-18), representing inner spiritual wells through God’s Spirit.

7. Designing a Coptic Cross, using the first two letter of the name of Jesus Christ.
a. [image: image1.png]


Jesus Christ  =  I/cou <rictou
b. I makes the branches of the cross. 
c. x is formed when two Is cross each other.
d. I can have different shapes.

NAME: ____________________________  
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	We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you.

Numbers 21:7


1. The people of Israel sinned against God by

       a) Speaking against Him and Moses.

       b) Despising His blessings.

       c) Detesting their food.

       d) All of the above 

2. God loved His children; He disciplined them by

       a) Starvation.

       b) Beating.

       c) Lack of protection from desert snakes.

       d) Lack of guidance in the wilderness.

3. God was successful in _________________ His children; He caused the Israelites to _____________ from their _______.

4. Write down this week's verse and memorize it:

5. What did the pole with the bronze serpent symbolize? __________________________________

6. What's the fastest thing you could do whenever you're scared?

7.  List three of the miracles that God did to the Israelites in the wilderness:

1. _____________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________






























( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( Prepared by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA





8

