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Jesus Heals the Canaanite Woman’s Daughter

Objective:

· Christ’s power in healing sick people

Memory Verse:

“Then Jesus answered her: O woman, great is your faith.” (Matthew 15:28)

References

· Matthew 15

· “Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew,” by Fr. Marcos Daoud

· “Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew,” by Guiza Sunday School

Introduction:

· Review the previous lesson and verse.

· Who remembers some miracles of healing that Jesus performed?

· What should you do if one of your relatives is sick?

· Who are your friends? Are they all your fellow citizens? Are they all from your village? Are they all your relatives?

Lesson Outlines:

Jesus helped all people, whoever they were. You remember what He did to Zachaeus the tax collector and to the mad, blind and dumb boy. Jesus helped people in many ways. Sometimes He gave them what they wanted quickly and sometimes He postponed answering them on purpose.

There was a Canaanite woman who had a mad daughter. She was sorry for her; she wept day and night because she saw her suffering. She wished her a quick recovery. When the woman heard that Jesus healed all diseases, she asked where He was. She heard that He was near the cities of Tyre and Sidon, so she hurried to meet Him, but the place was very crowded with people. She cried out, “Son of David, have mercy on me.” She repeated these words many times. “My daughter is mad and in a terrible condition,” she said. But Jesus did not respond to her; He didn’t say a single word. The woman went on crying. His disciples came to Him and begged Him, “Send her away; she is following us and making all this noise.”
· Where was the woman from?

· What did her daughter suffer from?

· What did she say?
The Lord Jesus knew that the faith of that woman was great. So He did not want to answer her request instantly. He wanted to give the crowds a lesson in faith. 

+ What do you want? You have disturbed us with your voice.

-  Have mercy on me, Lord, and heal my daughter. My daughter is mad.

+ Of what race are you; where do you come from?
-  I am a pagan from a town near Tyre and Sidon.

+ I have been sent only to the lost sheep of the people of Israel.

- (The woman bowed down to Him and said) “O Lord, help me... strengthen my faith.”
+ What do you want?

-  Heal my daughter... Have mercy on me.

+ I told you I have been sent only to the lost sheep of Israel, and it is not right to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.

- That is true, my Lord, but even the dogs eat the leftovers that fall form their master’s table. Give me what is thrown to the dogs.


When Jesus saw that the woman had a deep, strong, firm faith, He said to her, “You are a

woman of great faith. What you want will be done for you.” And at that very moment her

daughter was healed.

Conclusion:


The Canaanite woman who was a foreigner; she came to Christ and her heart was full of faith, believing that no one but Christ could heal her daughter. So she insisted on meeting Christ. The Lord tested her faith by words that could make her lose hope, but because of her deep faith, her contrition and her earnest prayers, she deserved the Lord’s pity. O Lord, grant me this spirit when I pray to you.

Applications:

· In your notebook, write down the name of your friends who do not come to Church:
a)……           b)...……           c)............

Ask them to accompany you to Sunday School or to Church to learn how to love the Lord Jesus.

· Hold a discussion with the children and go together to the people around you whom Jesus wants us to help - people of all classes, occupations, etc., whether they are servants, students, beggars, janitors, leaders, doctors, engineers, servants, girls or boys, etc.




Matthew 15:21-28

	21
	Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon.

	22
	And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed."

	23
	But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, "Send her away, for she cries out after us."

	24
	But He answered and said, "I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."

	25
	Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help me!"

	26
	But He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the little dogs."

	27
	And she said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters' table."

	28
	Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire." And her daughter was healed from that very hour.




Supplemental Notes
 on
Jesus Heals the Canaanite Woman’s Daughter
1) Going to Tyre & Sidon
a) A region in present-day Lebanon that did not belong to the people of Israel; it was mostly inhabited by Gentiles.
b) The Lord came out from the Jews, and the woman (a Syro-Phoenician) came out from the Gentiles.  He left the Jews behind, and the woman was leaving idolatry behind.  [St. Epiphanius]
2) The mother of the Gentiles
a) This woman is the mother of the Gentiles.  She entreats the Lord on behalf of her daughter (the Gentile people).  [St. Epiphanius]

b) She was appealing on behalf of her daughter, who was a type for all the Gentile people.  [St. Hilary of Poitiers]
c) See how this woman who was a Canaanite – who came from the Gentiles and represented a type, a figure of the Church – is highly praised for her humility, while others are puffed up with pride.  [St. Augustine]

3) The Canaanite woman cries out to Jesus.
a) The Gentiles cry for the Son of David, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David.” 
b) She was begging for help for her daughter – that it, the Gentile people in the grips of unclean spirits.  [St. Hilary of Poitiers]
c) She preferred the status of a proselyte – coming out of the Gentiles to the Jewish community.  She knew the Lord from the Law, since she addressed Him as Son of David.  [St. Hilary of Poitiers]
d) What they had lost, she found.  The One Whom they had denied in the Law, she professed through her faith.  [St. Epiphanius]
4) Jesus Christ ignores the woman.
a) Lest He seem to contradict the instruction He had earlier given to His disciples: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans.”  He was reserving a fully accomplished salvation for the Gentiles at the time of His passion & resurrection.  [St. Jerome]
b) It was not that the Lord was unwilling to heal her, but that He might reveal her great faith and humility.  [St. Epiphanius] 
c) She was ignored, not that mercy might be denied but that desire might be enkindled; not only that desire might be enkindled but, as I said before, that humility might be praised.  [St. Augustine]

5) The lost sheep  [St. Augustine]
a) He had to manifest in due sequence to the Jews first the presence of His body, His birth, the display of miracles and then the power of His resurrection.
b) It had been predetermined from the beginning, foretold and fulfilled, that Jesus Christ had to come to the Jew first.
c) The Gentiles were not to be condemned but to be winnowed like grain.

d) He said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” to the crowd of Jews that they might have no excuse on the Day of Judgment.

6) Giving the children’s bread to the dogs  [St. Epiphanius]
a) He used the term dogs on account of the Gentiles’ unclean lifestyle and proneness to idolatry.  Also, the Gentile people were dubbed with the name of dogs.
b) He called the Jews children on account of the fact that they appeared to be devoted to God.

c) He used the world bread not only to speak of His teaching, which was through words, but also of that which nourished the faithful by means of signs.  [Theodore of Mopsuestia]

d) Faith accepts what work does not merit, and through faith the Gentiles were made children out of dogs.

e) On the other hand, the unreceptive Jews were made loathsome dogs out of children, as the Lord Himself said in His passion through the prophet, “Many dogs surround me; a company of evildoers encircle me.”

7) Even the dogs eat crumbs.
a) The woman was saying, “Yes, Lord.  I know that the Gentile people are dogs in worshipping idols and barking at God. Yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table. What they rejected, give to us who are asking for it.” [St. Epiphanius]

b) See her humility as well as her faith.  [St. John Chrysostom]

i- He called the Jews “children”; she called them “masters.”

ii- He used the name of “dog” to describe her, but she described the action of the dog.

iii- She did not say a word against anyone else.

iv- She was not stung to see others praised, nor was she indignant to be reproached.

c) Compare her humility with the proud language of the Jews: “We are Abraham’s seed and were never in bondage to any man.  We were born of God.”

d) The Jewish people were puffed up with pride because they were chosen to receive the law, because the patriarchs proceeded from that people, the prophets appeared and God’s servant Moses performed great miracles in Egypt.  Because of that pride they were unwilling to respond to Christ, the author of humility.  [St. Augustine]

e) God became a man; He put aside His Divinity. Yet man does not yet recognize that he is a man, that he is mortal; he does not recognize that he is weak, a sinner, sick, and that being a sick person, he should seek a physician!  [St. Augustine]

f) The centurion likewise responded, “Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed.”  He did not receive the Lord under his roof; he received Him in his heart.  [St. Augustine]

g) The more humble a person is, the more receptive and full he becomes.  Hills repel water; valleys are filled up.  [St. Augustine]
h) This is the reason He put her off, in order that He might proclaim aloud this saying and that He might crown the woman: “Be it done for you as you desire.”  

i) He had premeditated her answer from the outset.  For it was for this reason that He postponed giving a reply: that the woman might cry aloud with this word.  Thereby He would show her to be worthy of a thousand crowns.  [Theodore of Mopsuestia]
8) “Great is your faith! Be it done as you desire.”  
a) He sought and took care beforehand to reveal her faith.  [Theodore of Mopsuestia]

b) He honors her as presenting a type of the Church that is from the Gentiles. 
c) He said that to show that it was the power of her faith that elicited the healing.

d) Christ did not say, “Let your little daughter be made whole,” but “Great is your faith, be it done for you as you desire.” These words were not uttered at random, nor were they flattering words, but great was the power of her faith, and for our learning.  [St. John Chrysostom]


Name: _____________________________________

First                                              Last                                     .             
Jesus Heals the Canaanite Woman’s Daughter

Read: Matthew 15
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Memorize this verse: 
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· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally (forwards or backwards):
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1. The Canaanite woman was from the region of _________ and Sidon.
2. Her daughter was severely __________-possessed.
3. The woman kept crying after Jesus, “Have ________ on me, O Lord, Son of __________.”
4. Jesus Christ ignored her at the beginning in order to reveal to everyone her great __________ and humility.
5. Jesus Christ told her that it wasn’t right to throw the children’s __________ to the little _________.
6. The woman, being humble, agreed that she was like a dog but said that even the little dogs eat the ___________ which fall from their master’s ___________.
7. Jesus Christ praised her for her great _________ and gave her what she desired; her daughter was healed at the very __________.
8. The Lord __________ her faith and found it strong, accompanied by _________ and earnest prayers.
9. The Canaanite woman represents the ____________ who through faith were made children of God out of dogs.
10. If someone is sick, we pray for him/her and ask a ____________ to anoint him with holy ______.
























Then Jesus answered her: O woman, great is your faith.


Matthew 15:28








� Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament (1B), Edited by Manlio Simonetti, InterVarsity Press, 2002, pages 26 - 31
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