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The Church during the Apostolic Era 
Objective: 
· Display the condition of the Church during the 1st century. 

· Describe the established values in the Church after the resurrection of our Lord Jesus. 

· Define the contributing places and people involved. 

Memory Verse: 

“Their line has gone out through all the earth and their words to the end of the world.” (Psalm 19:4) 
Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Ask the students about the number of the apostles.
· What is the difference between the disciples and the apostles? 

· What is the apostolic era? 

Lesson Outlines: 

After the resurrection, Christ established the sacraments of priesthood as it is written: 

· “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

· “And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained’” (John 20:22-23, Matthew 18:18). 

The church started to grow and was characterized by the following: 

1. Unified church 

From day one, the Church learned to be together. We see this unity in the Book of Acts: 

· “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brethren” (Acts 1:14). 

· “And when the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place” (Acts 2:1). 

· “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart” (Acts 2:46). 

· “It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul” (Acts 15:25).
2. Evangelism 

· To the Jews: 

· The first time St. Peter addressed the crowd after the Pentecost (Acts 2:14-47)
· “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized, and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). 

·  “Praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47). 

· “And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women” (Acts 5:14). 

· “For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people were added unto the Lord” (Acts 11:24). 

· The Ethiopian who was baptized by Philip (Acts 26-40)
· To the Gentiles: 

· Cornelius and his family were the first Gentiles to be visited and baptized by St. Peter (Acts 10: 23-48). 

3. Persecution 

· We all know the story about Saul and his conversion (Acts 9) and the killing of St. James by Herod. 

· The Jews inflicted many persecutions on the early Church. Christianity was considered a sect: “For we have found this man a plague, a creator of dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes,” (Acts 24:5) and “But we desire to hear from you what you think; for concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against everywhere” (Acts 28:22). The attack on Christianity started by attacking Christ Himself (John 8:48, Matthew 9:34, 12, 24, Luke 11:15). This led them to falsely accuse Christ and crucify Him. After the destruction of Jerusalem, attacks were organized on Christians led by a Rabbi named Tarpho who said, “The gospels deserve to be burned;” he also labeled Christians as dangers to Judaism, for they know the truth and disobey it intentionally. They put restrictions on dealing with Christians. Gamilian the Second (end of the 1st century) established punishments for those who convert to Christianity. We read about the persecution in El-Hameer country (present Yemen) and how thousands of Christians were martyred at the hands of the Jewish King Zonowas in 523 AD. On the other hand, many of their philosophers were amazed with Christ and His teaching; among them were the French Barouch Sbinwoz and Henry Bergson. 

· Christianity was also persecuted by the Romans. This started immediately after Christianity was declared as a religion separate from Judaism (98 – 117 AD). It is said that Emperor Tragan considered Christianity to be a bunch of hallucinations and magic; the rights to live as a Christian were denied. The attacks were physical and verbal; their philosophers wrote many books and letters, disputing the Christian faith. Celcus wrote a book titled “The True Letter;” in it, he attacked Christianity with harsh criticisms, which lead the Christian teacher Origen to write the book “Anti-Celcus” in order to refute his accusations. Many others like Lucian and Philostratus were encouraged to write against Christianity by Julia Domna, wife of Emperor Saptimyous Saverous. Philostratus created a character named “Apolnous” and gave him many of the characteristics of Jesus (193-211 AD). 

4. Established Churches 

· Jerusalem 

· Alexandria 

· Rome 

· Antioch 

Conclusion: 

The Church was strong in faith and in evangelism during the apostolic era. The apostolic period is the first 100 years after Christ. During this period, Christianity spread throughout the world, and the books of the New Testament were written. May God bless the Church with the spirit of unity of the apostolic era. 

Applications: 

· Write the names of the apostles you know and bring the list to class next time. 

· Call a friend that did not come to church today, ask about him and encourage him to come next week. 




Acts 2:41-47

	41
	Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

	42
	And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

	43
	Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.

	44
	Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common,

	45
	and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.

	46
	So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,

	47
	praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.


Acts 4:32-37
	32
	Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.

	33
	And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.

	34
	Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold,

	35
	and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.

	36
	And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus,

	37
	having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.





Sunday School Lesson Plan(
	Lesson: Characteristics of the Early Church


	Objective:   (Choose one)
                 
1) Devotion: seriousness
                    
2) Treating other classmates as equals
                    
3) Imitation of the early Christians 

	Resources / Sources:   1) Acts 2:41-47  &  4:32-37
                                                2) Homily XII by St. John Chrysostom, Nicene & Post-Nicene Fathers 

	Lesson Outline / Activity:
     I.  The Characteristics as Listed in the Bible
A. Devoted to the Apostles’ teachings
      - Devoted = firmly loyal; fixed or unchanged
B. Devoted to fellowship (one mind)
      - fellowship = being together, sharing similar interests or experiences; union of friends or               equals sharing similar interests
C. Devoted to the Breaking of Bread (Holy Communion)
D. Devoted to prayers
      - including Liturgical prayers
E. Many signs and wonders were done (strong faith)
F. All who believed were together
      - united; no divisions
G. Had all things in common (unity)
      - give an example: sharing toys 
H. Sold their possessions and goods and distributed to all who needed
      1. Necessary to support new converts who left their homes
      2. Shows their love toward each other
I. Daily, they spent much time in the Temple
J. Ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart
       - thanksgiving
K. They were praising God.
       - e.g. Tasbeha
L. They had favor with all the people.
       - They loved everyone, including enemies.
M. Increased in number daily
N. They were all of one heart & one soul (one in Christ).
O. Gave witness to the resurrection
P. Great grace was upon them all.
Q. No one among them lacked.
       - no poverty
      II.  Implementing the Characteristics above

Go through each characteristic listed above and discuss with the students how we can implement some of them among ourselves.

      III.  Possible Group Activities

A. Matching game:  Match a characteristic with the Bible verse in which it’s mentioned.
B. Get feedback from the students on their reactions to a given situation.
C. 1. Divide the class into 3 or 4 groups
2. Each group reads a couple of verses
3. Each group lists the characteristics mentioned in the assigned verses
4. All the characteristics are listed together and discussed


	Evaluation:   † The students found the lesson   �Difficult        �Interesting        �Not very interesting             �Boring 
     †  The number of questions asked by the students on this lesson were      �zero        �Less than 3        �More than 2
    †  How long did it take to prepare this lesson?    �½ hour or less        �Between ½ to 2 hours        �More than 2 hours
Comments:





NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                           .
The Church during the Apostolic Era 
Read: Acts 2:41-47 & 4:32-37
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Verse to memorize:   

	Their Line has gone out through all the earth and their words to the end of the world. 
Psalm 19:4


1. The Apostolic Era is the

a) First 3 years after Christ 
b) First 100 years after Christ 
c) First 4 centuries 
d) Time until the 16th century

2. The number of the Apostles is
a) 12

b) 13

c) 14

d) 70

e) 72
3. Name the 1st Gentile who was baptized with his family by St. Peter: ___________________
4. List the names of the 12 Apostles during Christ’s time: 

	1)  ______mon
	7)  ______thew

	2)  And______
	8)  ______mas

	3)  Jam______
	9)  _____mes, son of Alphaeus

	4)  Jo_______
	10) Si______, the Zealot

	5)  Phil______
	11) Jud_____, son of James

	6)  Bar_________mew
	12) ______as Iscariot


5. The early Church of the Apostolic Era was characterized by:
a) Unity

b) Evangelism

c) Persecution

d) Strong faith

e) All the above
7. List the 4 established churches during the Apostolic Era:

1) The Church of  _____________

2) The Church of  _____________

3) The Church of  _____________

4) The Church of  _____________
8. What is the difference between the apostles and the disciples?
( Prepared by the Junior High Sunday School group, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A., June 2003
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