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Eli the Priest and His Sons
Objective: 
· Children should show reverence to the House of God by entering and going out with reverence and prayer, sitting calmly, listening and understanding what is said. 

Memory Verse: 

“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations.” (Mark 11:17) 
References: 

· 1 Samuel 2 

· “First Book of Samuel,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Prepare pictures of Churches, picture of a Tent, etc. 

· The House of the Lord is holy because the Lord is present in it with His Body and Blood. 

· Conduct a discussion on how to enter the Church. 

What should we say when we enter the Church? “But I, through the abundance of Your steadfast love, will enter Your house. I will worship toward Your holy temple in Your fear.” Pray before you go to bed. Pray while you are walking in the street. Pray during the Liturgy. Watch what the priest and the deacons do and try to understand. Receive the blessings of the icons. Do not give your back to the Sanctuary when you go out (Questions about this section). 

Lesson Outlines: 

The Lord insists on keeping His house holy. In the Old Testament, there was a priest named Eli. He had two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who helped him. When the people offered their sacrifices, the priests sanctified themselves and followed a certain order to offer these sacrifices to God. Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli, were wicked men who sinned in the house of the Lord. They were scoundrels. They paid no attention to the Lord or to the regulations concerning what the priests could demand from the people. The people were annoyed and murmured against them. Many of them despised the Holy Place (Questions). 

The Lord heard the people’s complaints and saw the evil deeds. He was angry with Eli and his sons. He ordered Eli to rebuke them. Eli advised them not to do that again, but gently. The Lord was angry with Eli. The boy Samuel was in the temple. The Lord appeared to Samuel and told him that He had decided to kill Eli and his sons. Eli knew the judgment of the Lord and was sad (Questions). 

There was a severe war. The Israelites were defeated. Hophni and Phinehas were killed in battle. Eli heard the sad news. He knew that the enemies took the Ark of the Covenant. He fell to the ground and died. So those who despised the holy place of the Lord died. 

Conclusion: 

We have to show cordial, true, clear love and respect for the house of God. The House of God is the place where we are alone with God, away from all our daily worries and routine. We care to spend quality time with God in His house. 

Applications: 

· Observe how you enter, exit, and stand in the House of the Lord. 

· We have to be attentive to the readings and prayers whenever we are in the Church. 

· Choose the suitable words from the second column to complete the words from the first column: 

Eli the priest was 


pleased the Lord 

The Boy Samuel 


because they despised the House of the Lord 

Hophni and Phinehas died 

a high priest 




1 Samuel 2:12-36

	12
	Now the sons of Eli were base men; they knew not Jehovah.

	13
	And the custom of the priests with the people was, that, when any man offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant came, while the flesh was boiling, with a flesh-hook of three teeth in his hand;

	14
	and he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the flesh-hook brought up the priest took therewith. So they did in Shiloh unto all the Israelites that came thither.

	15
	Yea, before they burnt the fat, the priest's servant came, and said to the man that sacrificed, Give flesh to roast for the priest; for he will not have boiled flesh of thee, but raw.

	16
	And if the man said unto him, They will surely burn the fat first, and then take as much as thy soul desireth; then he would say, Nay, but thou shalt give it me now: and if not, I will take it by force.

	17
	And the sin of the young men was very great before Jehovah; for the men despised the offering of Jehovah.

	18
	But Samuel ministered before Jehovah, being a child, girded with a linen ephod.

	19
	Moreover his mother made him a little robe, and brought it to him from year to year, when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.

	20
	And Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said, Jehovah give thee seed of this woman for the petition which was asked of Jehovah. And they went unto their own home.

	21
	And Jehovah visited Hannah, and she conceived, and bare three sons and two daughters. And the child Samuel grew before Jehovah.

	22
	Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons did unto all Israel, and how that they lay with the women that did service at the door of the tent of meeting.

	23
	And he said unto them, Why do ye such things? for I hear of your evil dealings from all this people.

	24
	Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I hear: ye make Jehovah's people to transgress.

	25
	If one man sin against another, God shall judge him; but if a man sin against Jehovah, who shall entreat for him? Notwithstanding, they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because Jehovah was minded to slay them.

	26
	And the child Samuel grew on, and increased in favor both with Jehovah, and also with men.

	27
	And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith Jehovah, Did I reveal myself unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt [in bondage] to Pharaoh`s house?

	28
	and did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up unto mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? and did I give unto the house of thy father all the offerings of the children of Israel made by fire?

	29
	Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have commanded in [my] habitation, and honorest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel my people?

	30
	Therefore Jehovah, the God of Israel, saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before me for ever: but now Jehovah saith, Be it far from me; for them that honor me I will honor, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.

	31
	Behold, the days come, that I will cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy father’s house, that there shall not be an old man in thy house.

	32
	And thou shalt behold the affliction of [my] habitation, in all the wealth which [God] shall give Israel; and there shall not be an old man in thy house for ever.

	33
	And the man of thine, [whom] I shall not cut off from mine altar, [shall be] to consume thine eyes, and to grieve thy heart; and all the increase of thy house shall die in the flower of their age.

	34
	And this shall be the sign unto thee that shall come upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas: in one day they shall die both of them.

	35
	And I will raise me up a faithful priest that shall do according to that which is in my heart and in my mind: and I will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before mine anointed for ever.

	36
	And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left in thy house shall come and bow down to him for a piece of silver and a loaf of bread, and shall say, Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priests` offices, that I may eat a morsel of bread.



Supplemental Notes( on

Eli the Priest and His Sons

1. The sins of Eli’s sons:
· They were wicked.

· They had no regard for the Lord.

· They treated the Lord’s offering with contempt.

· They were bad examples to the people of Israel.

· They did not listen to their father’s advice.

2. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Eli’s sons sinned by taking any part they wanted from the sacrifice and demanding the meat immediately, before the fat, consecrated to God, had been burned on the altar (Lev 3:3,5).

3. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] What a big difference between Samuel and the two sons of Eli!  Eli was too lenient in their upbringing, and they in turn took advantage of their position as priests.  Instead of being good shepherds, they were like two wolves devouring the flock.  They did not know the Lord, they corrupted the women, and they violated the holy of holies by eating parts of the offerings which did not belong to them.  They had a right only to the breast and right leg, after burning the fat of the sacrifice (Lev 3:3-5), and the rest should have been distributed among the family members who made the offering (Lev 7:29-34).  They took lightly the ritual [the rite] and the purity, as well as the rights of others and the Lord.
4. [St. Basil the Great] Because their father [Eli] did not chastise them with enough severity … he moved the forbearance of God to wrath so great that foreign peoples rose up against them and killed those sons of his in war in one day. Such grief did the father suffer because of the iniquity of his sons, even though no accusation was ever made against Eli’s personal life.

5. [St. Gregory the Great] Sometimes, though, greater evil ensues when in the case of wicked persons a policy of equality is adhered to rather than of discipline. Eli, for example, overcome by misguided affection and unwilling to chastise his delinquent sons, struck both himself and his sons before the Strict Judge with a cruel sentense, for the divine utterance was, “You have honored your sons rather than Me.”

6. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Eli’s protests seemed weak in view of the enormity of his sons’ sins.  Eli admonished his sons with leniency, so God sent him a prophet to warn him.  His weak personality kept him from being more stern with his sons.  God decided to discipline him by shifting the priesthood from his descendants (who died young), by taking the ark away from them, and by making his descendants seek death in vain.  

7. [Caesaruis of Arles] Now, in spite of this admonition, he fell backwards from his stool and died of a broken neck, and his name was blotted out of the Book of Life, because he did not punish his sons with great severity.

8. Eli the priest was punished with his sons because he was responsible for bringing them up in the fear of God.

9.  [St. Jerome] “Those who honor Me I will honor.” Others may understand this of the future when sorrow shall be turned into joy and when, although the world shall pass away, the saints shall receive a crown which shall never pass. But I, for my part, see that the promises made to the saints are fulfilled even in this present life.

10. [St. John Chrysostom] He who admires and honors God does so to his own salvation and highest benefit; and how? Because he follows after virtue and is honored by Him.

11. [St. John Chrysostom] Hence I beg you to offer a hand to our children lest we ourselves become liable for what is committed by them. Are you not aware of what happened to old Eli for not properly correcting his sons’ shortcomings? I mean, when a disease requires surgery, it rapidly becomes incurable if the physician is bent on treating it with skin ointments and does not apply the appropriate remedy. In just the same way it behooved that old man to take appropriate action regarding his sons’ failing, but by being guilty of excessive tolerance, he too shared in their punishment.

12. [St. Basil the Great] A feigned kindness to the wicked is a betrayal of the truth, an act of treachery to the community and a means of habituating oneself to indifference to evil.

13. [St. John Chrysostom] For this is what ruined that admirable old man, though the way he lived his own life provided no reason for blame: yet for all that, because he overlooked the treading under foot of God’s law, he was chastised with his children and paid that grievous penalty. And if, where the absolute authority of nature was so great, he who failed to treat his own children with due firmness endured so grievous a punishment; what indulgence shall we have, freed as we are from that dominion and yet ruining all by flattery?

14. [St. Isaac of Nineveh] For neither did he (Eli) sin, nor did they with his assent, but it was because he did not have the zeal to demand from them the Lord’s vindication and he loved them more than the statutes of the Lord.

15. [Caesarius of Arles] Harsh preaching provides remedies for souls that are sick and arranges adornments for the healthy. What the Holy Spirit threatens the Lord’s priests through the prophet is not a slight matter. “If you do not declare to the wicked his iniquity,” He says, “I will require his blood at your hand,” and again: “Cry, do not cease; lift up your voice like a trumpet, and show my people their sins.” … For this reason, dearly beloved, I absolve my conscience in the sight of God as often as I mention with humility a few words for the salvation of your soul.

16. Ultimately, the priesthood was transferred to the family of Zadok in the time of Solomon the king (I Kin 2:26-35).

17. Those who regularly handle the things of God are sometimes in grave danger of carelessly and presumptuously performing the sacred duties entrusted to them.

18. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Notice that Samuel, despite living in the midst of this wickedness, was not influenced by it.  The Lord called Samuel to set him as a light among his people, to proclaim the will of God, and witness to the truth.
19. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] Samuel alone heard the voice of God, not Eli, because his heart was ready for it; at that time, Samuel was only 12 years old.
20. [St. John Cassian] The Lord did not desire of Himself to teach the boy Samuel through divine speech, once he had been chosen by His own decsion, but he was obliged to return twice to the old man. He willed that one whom He was calling to an intimate relationship with Himself should even be instructed by a person who had offended God, because he was an old man. And He desired that one whom He judged most worthy to be selected by Himself should be reared by an old man so that the humility of him who was called to a divine ministry might be tested and so that the pattern of this subjection might be offered as an example to young men.

21. [Theodoret of Cyr] Then God gave the Ark to the Philistines to convict His people of transgressing the law. For He could not make those who fagrantly broke the law its upholders. But in giving the Ark, He safeguarded His majesty, teaching the Philistines that it was sinful men they had conquered and not God.

22. [Cassiodorus] We read that during the captivity, the sons of the priest Eli were put to the sword by the foreigners. The wife of one of them, thus widowed, suddenly gave birth and prematurely died. So it happened that his widow went wholly unmourned, since they were all preoccuped by the widespread deaths.


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                                   last                             
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Read: I Samuel 2:12-36
Verse to memorize: [image: image1.jpg]



	My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations.
 Mark 11:17


1. The sins of Eli’s sons were:

a) They were wicked.

b) They had no regard for the Lord.

c) They treated the Lord’s offering with contempt.

d) They were bad examples to the people of Israel.

e) They did not listen to their father’s advice.

f) All the above

2. Eli’s sons caused people to hate offering to the Lord because they: 
a) Took any part of their offering.
b) Demanded meat from the offering immediately.
c) Insisted on taking raw meat, instead of roasted.
d) a & b above
e) a, b, & c above
3. Why was Eli punished by God?
a) He treated Samuel harshly.
b) He took raw meat and not roasted.
c) He ate too much meat, without fasting.
d) He honored his sons more than God

4. Choose the suitable words from the second column to complete those from the first column: 
Eli the priest was 



pleased the Lord 

The boy Samuel 



because they despised the House of the Lord 

Hophni and Phinehas died 


a high priest 

5. “For those who ___________ Me, I will honor, and those who ___________ Me shall be lightly esteemed.”
6. The child ______________ grew in stature, and in favor both with the Lord and __________
7. What were the names of Samuel’s parents?  ________________ & _________________
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