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Elisha Purifies the Water 
Objective: 
The power of God is revealed in the children of Saints. 

Memory Verse: 
“The prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16) 
References: 
· 2 Kings 2 

· “The Life of Elijah,” translated by Fr. Marcos Daoud 

· “The Life of Elisha,” Nagi Fawzy 

Introduction: 
· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Who knows the prophet Elijah? What do you know about him? 

· Who was his disciple? 

Lesson Outlines: 
After the departure of Elijah, the Lord comforted Elisha his disciple by saying, “I am with you...” Elisha took courage and stood before the Jordan River. He imitated Elijah. He struck the water with Elijah’s cloak but the water did not divide. He cried to God “O Lord, why does this stubborn water disobey me? You said, ‘I am with you.’ O Lord, perform a miraculous deed; not for me but for the people to believe that you have sent me after Elijah. You said, ‘The prayer of a righteous man has great power.’” Then, once again Elisha struck the water with Elijah’s cloak saying, “O Lord, Elijah’s God,” and the water divided; he sang a hymn, “The Lord is my shepherd...” Let us repeat the verse together, “The prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 

One day, the men of Jericho heard that Elisha was in their town; they went to him and said, “Our city is fine but the water is bad. Do us a favor and turn this bad water into fresh water, so that the land may bring fruit and agriculture and commerce may flourish.” Elisha said to them, “Put some salt in a new bowl and bring it to me.” They brought it to him, and he went to the spring, threw the salt in the water and said, “O Lord, make this water pure so that it will not cause any more deaths or miscarriages.” And the water became pure ever since, just as Elisha said it would be. And Jericho became full of food, palm trees, herbs and trees. 
· Why did Elisha order them to bring him a new bowl? 

· What did the Lord mean when He said, “You are the salt of the earth?”
· What are the good qualities of both Elijah and Elisha that you would like to have? 

· What is the name of the city whose water was bad? 

· What did Elisha do to purify its waters? 

· You can speak about the topic of Intercession... e.g. Elisha interceded with Elijah’s God to split the Jordan River. 

Conclusion: 
God gave Elisha the power to do miracle, and He can give His children gifts and authorities to overcome all troubles and obstacles in their way. 

Applications: 
· Let’s pray this week and say to the Lord, “O Lord, abide in us and prepare us to be your servants when we grow up.” 

· Mention what you know about the following cities and write them down in your notebook: Jericho and Jordan. 

· Draw one of the scenes for this lesson and color it. 

· Advise the children to intercede with one of the saints and befriend him/her. 




II Kings 2

	1
	And it came to pass, when Jehovah would take up Elijah by a whirlwind into heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

	2
	And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for Jehovah hath sent me as far as Beth-el. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Beth-el.

	3
	And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy master from thy head to-day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

	4
	And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for Jehovah hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.

	5
	And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came near to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy master from thy head to-day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

	6
	And Elijah said unto him, Tarry here, I pray thee; for Jehovah hath sent me to the Jordan. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on.

	7
	And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood over against them afar off: and they two stood by the Jordan.

	8
	And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.

	9
	And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.

	10
	And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: [nevertheless], if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

	11
	And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, [there appeared] a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, which parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

	12
	And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof! And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.

	13
	He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of the Jordan.

	14
	And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they were divided hither and thither; and Elisha went over.

	15
	And when the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho over against him saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him.

	16
	And they said unto him, Behold now, there are with thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master, lest the Spirit of Jehovah hath taken him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not send.

	17
	And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found him not.

	18
	And they came back to him, while he tarried at Jericho; and he said unto them, Did I not say unto you, Go not?

	19
	And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, we pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is bad, and the land miscarrieth.

	20
	And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought it to him.

	21
	And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast salt therein, and said, Thus saith Jehovah, I have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or miscarrying.

	22
	So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the word of Elisha which he spake.

	23
	And he went up from thence unto Beth-el; and as he was going up by the way, there came forth young lads out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou baldhead; go up, thou baldhead.

	24
	And he looked behind him and saw them, and cursed them in the name of Jehovah. And there came forth two she-bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two lads of them.

	25
	And he went from thence to mount Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria.





The Twentieth Day of the Blessed Month Of Baounah
The Departure of Elisha, the Prophet

On this day, of the year 3195 of the world, the holy prophet Elisha departed. This prophet was born in one of the villages of Israel, called Alamut. His father's name was Shaphat. Elisha was a servant to the holy prophet Elijah. When the Lord would take up Elijah the prophet into heaven, he went with him to the river Jordan. Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what I shall do for you before I am taken away from you." Elisha asked, "I pray you, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me," and it was as he asked. (2 Kings 2:1-18)


Elisha divided the river and passed through it. Then he went to Jericho and went up from there to Bethel. As he was going up the road, some youths came from the city and mocked him, saying, "Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!" So he turned around, looked at them and pronounced a curse on them in the name of the LORD. And two female bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths. (2 Kings 2:23-24)


A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, saying, "Your servant my husband is dead, and the creditor is coming to take my two sons to be his slaves." So Elisha said to her, "What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?" And she said, "Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil." Then he said, "Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors; gather empty vessels; do not gather just a few." With his prayers, the Lord blessed the oil and all the vessels were full. The woman sold the oil and paid off her debt. (2 Kings 4:1-7) He also raised the son of the Shunammite woman from death.


When Naaman the Syrian came to him, he healed him from his leprosy. Naaman offered him much money and costly clothes, but he refused. Nevertheless, when his servant Gehazi took them for himself, the prophet knew that by the spirit. Elisha became angry and told him, "Therefore, the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and your descendants forever."


Elisha had performed many signs and miracles. He prophesied for about fifty years. When Elisha died, they buried him. And the raiding bands from Moab invaded the land in the spring of that year. So it was, as they were burying a man, a plundering band was seen, so they cast the man in the tomb of Elisha. When the man was let down and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, stood on his feet, and went back to his people. (2 Kings 13:20-21)

May his prayers be with us and Glory be to God forever. Amen.

Elisha, Man of God and Miracles(
Bible Reading: 
2 Kings 2-13

Lesson Aim: 
Study the life of Elisha:

a) His guidance to Israel
b) His miracles
Lesson Notes:

· The prophet Elisha succeeded the prophet Elijah. He ministered to the people and kings of Israel for 50 years.
· Like Elijah, Prophet Elisha battled the worship of Baal that was introduced into Israel by Jezebel.
· During his life and death, Elisha performed many miracles:
· He purified the water (2 Kings 2:19-22)
· Multiplied the widow’s oil (2 Kings 4:1-7)
· He raised the Shunammite’s son (2 Kings 4:8-37)
· He purified the pot of stew (2 Kings 4:38-41)
· He fed one hundred men (2 Kings 4:42-44)
· Healed Naaman’s leprosy (2 Kings 5:1-27)
· He made the iron ax float on water (2 Kings 6:1-7)
· After Elisha’s death, a dead man was put in his tomb. The minute the dead man touched Elisha’s bones, he revived and stood on his feet.
· During this period, many wicked kings ruled both Israel and Judah:
· In Israel:
i. Ahaziah, the son of Ahab
ii. Followed by his brother Joram
· In Judah:
i. Jehoram, who married Jezebel’s equally wicked daughter, Athaliah
ii. Followed by his only son Ahaziah
iii. After his death, his mother, the wicked Athaliah, reigned for 6 years and killed most of her grandchildren.
· Finally, charged by God, Elisha anointed Jehu as king of Israel and gave him the task of wiping out the house of Ahab.
· Jehu killed:
· Joram, king of Israel (2 Kings 9:14)
· Ahazia, king of Judah (2 Kings 9:27)
· Jezebel, the wife of Ahab (2 Kings 9:30)
· Ahab’s seventy sons (2 Kings 10:1)
· Ahaziah’s forty-two brothers (2 Kings 10:12)
· The rest of Ahab’s family (2 Kings 10:15)
· All the worshipers of Baal (2 Kings 10:18)
· Elisha died during the reign of Jehoash, King of Israel (2 Kings 13:14-21)

Supplemental Notes( for

Elisha Purifies the Water 
1.  [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] Elisha the Prophet lived a monastic life: 
a) Elisha followed his teacher Elijah’s footsteps in devoutness.

b) He was a celibate.

c) He loved the life of the mountains like his teacher, especially Mount Carmel, where people used to come and meet him (2 Kings 4: 25). He only visited the city to carry out a message, as a prophet and a teacher for the people.

d) He never owned anything; once the sons of the prophets came to him, so he sent his disciple to gather some herbs from the field to cook for them (2 Kings 4: 38-41).
e) He was poor and people used to give him alms: “Then a man came from Baal Shalisha, and brought the man of God bread of the first fruits, twenty loaves of barley bread, and newly ripened grain in his knapsack. And he said, ‘Give it to the people, that they may eat’, and his servant said, ‘What, shall I set this before one hundred men?’ He said again, ‘Give it to the people, that they may eat’; for thus says the Lord, ‘they shall eat and have some left over.’ So he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, according to the word of the Lord.” (2Kings 4:42-44).
2. [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] Concerning the matter of transmigration of souls, what is the meaning of the phrase "Double portion of Elijah's spirit?" Did Elijah have two spirits? Did his spirit reincarnate in Elisha before it was reincarnated in John?! Answer: It was a double strength, double the power that was in Elijah, that came down upon Elisha and the same power was in John. So when Elisha performed miracles with the same strength as Elijah and the sons of the prophets saw him, they said, "The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha and they came to meet him, and bowed to the ground before him." (2 Kin. 2:14-15)
3.  [H.H. Pope Shenouda III] Elisha was standing at the River Jordan. His bodily eyes saw a river where one would drown if one walked through. But his spiritual eye was not confined to this vision. He saw the Jordan as a ground fit for walking through. So, Elisha took the mantle of Elijah, which had fallen from him while he went up in the chariot of fire, and struck the water. The water was divided and Elisha crossed the river (2 Kin 2:14). The bodily eye would see the mantle of Elijah just as a mantle but Elisha saw it with the spirit as a great power given by God and not a mere garment.

4. [H.G. Anba Mettaous] “Elisha” a Hebrew name which means “God is salvation.” He followed Elijah as a prophet, and the Lord performed many miracles through him, even after his death, “So it was, as they were burying a man, that suddenly they spied a band of raiders; and they put the man in the tomb of Elisha; and when the man was let down and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet.” (2 Kings 13:21). History records that Elisha’s body, together with St. John the Baptist’s body was transferred to Egypt. When St. Makarious the Bishop of Edko was martyred, he was buried with them, and at that time some miracles were performed from their bodies:
A Mute Boy Speaks:
While they wer54e placing St. Makarious’ body next to St. Elisha and St. John the Baptist, there was a mute boy, 12 years old, who saw St. Elisha the Prophet and St. John the Baptist embracing St. Makarious, so the boy shouted, “Look dad, these two men are embracing the man who was martyred; they are telling him, ‘Welcome our brother; come and rest with us in peace.’” All the people present witnessed the miracle and glorified the Lord.
Healing the Paralyzed: 
A paralyzed person was crawling amongst the crowd, asking for a charity; accidentally, he was pushed onto the bodies, so he immediately stood up and started running everywhere and glorifying the Lord. 
Later, the bodies of the three saints were transferred to the Monastery of St. Macari the Great in Scetis wilderness, and they are still there. The church celebrates the commemoration of Elisha the Prophet on the 20th of Baounah.
5. [Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty] It seems that the source of water that was healed by Elisha, by casting salt in it (2 Kings 2:21), is the spring known nowadays as “Ein el-Sultan.”


Name: _____________________________________
First                                              Last                                     .             
Elisha Purifies the Water
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2 Kings 2
1. What relationship did Elisha have with Elijah? He was his ………..
a) Son

b) Brother

c) Friend

d) Disciple

e) Cousin

2. How did Elisha cross the waters of the Jordan?

a) He used a rod to divide the water.

b) He used a mantle to divide the water.

c) He walked on water.

d) He used a boat to cross the Jordan

3. Which of the following is not true of Elijah?

a) He who a holy man, defending righteousness.

b) He was a man of prayer.

c) He was cared about needy people.

d) When he died, angels carried his body up to heaven.

e) He was Elisha’s spiritual guide.

4. “As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.” How many times is this verse repeated in the assigned chapter? ________

5. What is the name of the city that had the bad water? ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________

6. What did Elisha do to purify the water?




7. Give an example on Intercession from this story:
The prayer of a righteous man avails much.


James 5:16








( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( Reference Used: The Christian Orthodox e-Reference Library, Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Sydney and Affiliated Regions, 2004.





1

