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Elisha and the Chariots of the Lord 
Objective: 
· God protects His people from their enemies.
· Everyone needs to pray to God and depend on Him all the time.
Memory verse: 

“I am the Lord your God.” (Exodus 20:3) 
References: 

· II Kings 6 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Elisha was a prophet of God who lived in the land of Israel. Elisha had a very good relationship with God. He used to pray to God who advises him on what to do in any occasion. 

Lesson Outlines: 

· In the time of Elisha, the king of Syria wanted to go to war against Israel. For many weeks, the Syrian army had been raiding deep into the surrounding country; but each time, they found that the people there were forewarned, had driven off their flocks and herds and had hidden their supplies. The king of Syria began to suspect that there were spies in his camp. 

· “No, my lord,” said his soldiers, “We have no spies here, but Elisha the prophet of Israel can hear every word you speak in your bedroom.” The king of Syria answered, “Then we must kill him. Go and find out where he is, so that I can take him prisoner.” The king’s spies went to look for Elisha, and when they returned, they reported that Elisha was in a city called Dothan. The king commanded his generals, “Take my horses, chariots and an army; blockade the city, capture Elisha and bring him to me.” 

· So the great army appeared and camped in the hills around Dothan. Now when Elisha’s servant saw them, he was afraid and didn’t know what to do. Elisha told him, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Then Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

· So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed that the Lord strike them with blindness. The Lord God struck them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. Then Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, nor the city. Follow me, and I will bring you to the man you are looking for.” But he really sent them to Samaria, the capital city of Israel. 
· When they came to Samaria, Elisha prayed for the Lord to open their eyes; when the Lord opened their eyes, they saw that they were in Samaria. Now the king of Israel asked Elisha if they should kill them all, but Elisha told him it is not right to kill captives. Instead, Elisha asked to give them food and drink and to send them back to their king. So after they ate and drank, they went to their king, and they never came back to the land of Israel. 
· Who wanted to capture Elisha? 

· What did Elisha do when he saw the army of the Syrians? 

· What did Elisha asked the Lord to do to the Syrians? 

· What did Elisha order the king of Israel to do to the Syrians in Samaria? 

Conclusion: 

God protects His children from every danger, no matter how big it is. He sends His angels to surround and camp around those who love Him and trust in His protection. We also need to depend entirely on God to keep us safe and to protect us from every evil. 

Applications: 

· Search the Bible for another story in which God protected His prophet. 

· The servant can prepare a simple cross-word puzzle about this lesson, give it to the students to solve in class and give prizes to the first student who completes it. 





II Kings 6:8-23

	8
	Now the king of Syria was warring against Israel; and he took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and such a place shall be my camp.

	9
	And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are coming down.

	10
	And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of; and he saved himself there, not once nor twice.

	11
	And the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not show me which of us is for the king of Israel?

	12
	And one of his servants said, Nay, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.

	13
	And he said, Go and see where he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan.

	14
	Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by night, and compassed the city about.

	15
	And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, a host with horses and chariots was round about the city. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?

	16
	And he answered, Fear not; for they that are with us are more than they that are with them.

	17
	And Elisha prayed, and said, Jehovah, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And Jehovah opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

	18
	And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto Jehovah, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And he smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha.

	19
	And Elisha said unto them, This is not the way, neither is this the city: follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom ye seek. And he led them to Samaria.

	20
	And it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that Elisha said, Jehovah, open the eyes of these men, that they may see. And Jehovah opened their eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they were in the midst of Samaria.

	21
	And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, when he saw them, My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite them?

	22
	And he answered, Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and with thy bow? Set bread and water before them that they may eat and drink, and go to their master.

	23
	And he prepared great provision for them; and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. And the bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel.




 

The Twentieth Day of the Blessed Month of Baounah

The Departure of Elisha, the Prophet


On this day, of the year 3195 of the world, the holy prophet Elisha, departed. This prophet was born in one of the villages of Israel called Alamut. His father's name was Shaphat. Elisha was a servant to the holy prophet Elijah. When the Lord willed to take up Elijah the prophet into heaven, he went with him to the river Jordan. Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what I shall do for you, before I be taken away from you." Elisha asked, "I pray you, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me," and it was as he asked. (2 Kings 2:1-18)


Elisha divided the river and passed through it. Then he went to Jericho and went up from there to Bethel; and as he was going up the road, some youths came from the city and mocked him saying, "Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!" So he turned around, looked at them and pronounced a curse on them in the name of the LORD. And two female bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths. (2 Kings 2:23-24)


A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, "Your servant my husband is dead, and the creditor is coming to take my two sons to be his slaves." So Elisha said to her, "What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?" And she said, "Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil." Then he said, "Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors, empty vessels; do not gather just a few." With his prayers the Lord blessed the oil and all the vessels became full. The woman sold the oil and paid off her debt. (2 Kings 4:1-7) He also raised the son of the Shunammite woman from the dead.


When Naaman the Syrian came to him, he healed him from his leprosy. Naaman offered him much money and costly clothes, but he refused them. Nevertheless, when his servant Gehazi took them for himself, the prophet knew about that by the spirit. Elisha became angry and told him, "Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and your descendants forever."


Elisha had performed many signs and miracles. He prophesied for about fifty years. When Elisha died, they buried him. And raiding bands from Moab invaded the land in the spring of the year.  So it was, as they were burying a man, a plundering band was seen; so they cast the man in the tomb of Elisha. When the man was let down and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, stood on his feet and went back to his people. (2 Kings 13:20-21)

May his prayers be with us and Glory be to God forever. Amen.


Supplemental Notes( on

Elisha and the Chariots of the Lord 

1. In verse 6:9, the Israelite king is warned by Elisha not to go near the place where the Syrians had set an ambush.
2. O the faith of the holy prophet! He does not fear the adversaries whom he sees because he knows that angels are with Him in whom he believes; he is not afraid of earthly plots because he knows that heavenly auxiliaries are present to him. (Maximus of Turin)

3.  “There are more on our side than on theirs.”  What a remarkable thing! There are more defenders from heaven merited by holiness than there are attackers on earth produced by wickedness. (ibid.)

4. How much more do spiritual eyes discern than fleshly ones! The one perceives a throng of warriors, and the other catches sight of a sign of protection. (ibid.)

5. The prayer of the prophet opened his servant’s eyes. It is not to be wondered at if prayer, which opened heaven for an army to come, opened his eyes so that he could see the army. (ibid.)

6. How great is the Divine mercy! A benefit is conferred upon human beings, and it is not seen; those in danger obtain help, and they do not know it. For this is the kindness of the Savior, that He should intervene for the sake of salvation and not let Himself be seen, that He should be sensed through His benefits and not be discerned through sight. (ibid.)

7. Our adversary [the devil] and his legions are daily hurled back by the virtue of the martyrs. (St. Ambrose)

8. In verses 6:18-20, the Syrian raiders were shadowed by the Israelites while they were being led southwards by Elisha to another ambush near Samaria, where the main Israelite force was waiting for them. In verse 6:22, Elisha was implying that since the king of Israel had not captured the Syrian men in battle, he had no right to slaughter them.

9. By entertaining the Syrian raiders, Elisha followed the proverb that says, “If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink; for so you will heap coals of fire on his head, and the Lord will reward you.” Proverbs 25:21&22

10. It is clear from this that faith and justice should be observed even in war; and that it could not but be a disgraceful thing if faith were violated. (St. Ambrose)

11. Adversaries are conquered more by merits that by strength and are overcome not so much by power as by holiness, just as Elisha overcame his foes not by arms but by prayers. (Maximus of Turin)
12. This is the symbolic meaning [of this passage]: The people of Abraham had been blinded by a just sentence of God, because of their perverse will. They asked that the Savior of the world be killed and tried to delete any memory of Him completely, but Christ has converted them from their perversity to good behavior. He has delivered His persecutors from their blindness and has given them the Bread of heaven. Then He scattered them through the earth to announce His wonders. Such were those who came back from the mount of Golgotha, beating their own chest. They said to Simon and the other apostles with contrite hearts, “Brothers, what should we do?” And such was Saul, the persecutor of the Church whose eyes were open without seeing and whose eyes God wondrously closed but opened again very soon, and to whom He ordered to bring His name before the nations, the kings and the children of Israel. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)
13. The term “my father” (Verse 6:21) was used by King Jehoram to address Elisha, the man of God, even though Elisha was clearly not the biological father of King Jehoram; this term is still used to address every priest of the Orthodox Church.

14. On the question of whether Angels and departed Saints know our conditions on earth: (H.H. Pope Shenouda III)
One of the officers of the King of Aram said about Elisha to his master the king, “But Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom" (2Kin.6: 12).  Elisha also perceived, at the time of the famine, that the King of Israel had sent a messenger to kill him (2Kin.6: 32). If Elisha, while still in the flesh, had the gift of knowing secret things, how much more would he know in heaven after putting off his body?
15. Life of Elisha the Prophet as an example on early monasticism: (H.H. Pope Shenouda III)
a. Elisha followed his teacher Elijah’s footsteps in devoutness.

b. He was a celibate.

c. He loved the life of the mountains like his teacher, especially Mount Carmel where people used to come and meet him (2 Kings 4: 25). He only visited the city to carry out a message, as a prophet and a teacher for the people.

d. He never owned anything; once, the sons of the prophets came to him, so he sent his disciple to gather some herbs from the field to cook for them (2 Kings 4: 38-41).

e. He was poor and people used to give him alms; “Then a man came from Baal Shalisha, and brought the man of God bread of the first fruits, twenty loaves of barley bread, and newly ripened grain in his knapsack. And he said, ‘Give it to the people that they may eat,’ and his servant said, ‘What, shall I set this before one hundred men?’ He said again, ‘Give it to the people that they may eat;’ for thus says the Lord, ‘they shall eat and have some left over.’ So he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, according to the word of the Lord.” (2Kings 4:42-44).

f. Many miracles were performed through his prayers, such as purifying the bad water (2 Kings 2:21-22), increasing the widow’s oil (2 Kings 4:1-7), raising the Shunammite’s son (2 Kings 4:20-37), healing Naaman’s leprosy (2 Kings 5:14) and many other miracles that God performed through the prayers of His beloved Elisha.
16. On the intercession of Saints:  (H.H. Pope Shenouda III)
God raised a dead man when his corpse touched the bones of Elisha the prophet, revealing the great position of this prophet in God's sight (2 Kings 13:20&21).



NAME: ____________________________
first                                                       last                                                         .
Elisha and the Chariots of the Lord 

Read: II Kings 6:8-23
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Verse to memorize: 
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Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally:
1. The name of the man of God in this story.
2. The king of ________ wanted to go to war against Israel.

3. Elisha fore____________ the king of Israel about where the Syrians would strike.

4. Elisha was staying in this city.

5. “Those who are __________ us are more than those who are __________ them.”

6. The mountain was full of horses and chariots of ____________.

7. What Elisha did when he was in danger.

8. The Lord struck the Syrian raiders with ____________.

9. “___________, I pray, ___________ his eyes that he may see.”

10. Where did Elisha lead the blind Syrian army? (City)

11. The king of Israel prepared a ___________ for the Syrian raiders.

12. Elisha said to his servant, “Do not ___________.”
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I am the Lord your God. 





Exodus 20:3 
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