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The Epiphany: Nicodemus and Baptism

Objective:

  
To understand the work of baptism that we attained when we were children
Memory Verse:

“Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom or God.” John 3:5
References:

· John 3

· “The Mystery of Baptism,” by Ana Gregory

· “Birth from water and the Spirit,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty

· “Baptism,” Rod el Farag

· “The Sacraments of the Church,” by Habib Girgis

Introduction:

· Give this lesson in the Baptism Room of the Church, or bring with you a picture of a small doll and some water.

· Mention the Seven Church Sacraments.

· What is the first sacrament?

Lesson Outlines:


A man named Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews. He knew that Jesus was a good Master, so he came to Jesus by night and said to him: (Conversation; mention the conversation in a lively way).

· What is the name of our feast today?

· What is the man’s name?

· Why did he come by night?

· What did Jesus say? Did he understand?


When he didn’t understand, Jesus said to him, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit…” Take this opportunity and explain the rituals of Baptism. The immersion into the water three times stands for Christ’s burial and His resurrection to a new life. The practical application of repentance is keeping away from the first works and beginning a new life of holiness, obedience and love. Nicodemus thanked Jesus, but he needed an example from the Old Testament.
· How is the Sacrament of Baptism practiced?

· What does it mean?

· How can I live in baptism now?

· What did Nicodemus ask?


The Lord reminded him of the bronze serpent. Faith heals us; i.e. love for the Crucified Christ, repentance, and receiving the Holy Communion keep the poisonous sin away from us, and thus we become pure. Nicodemus thanked Jesus again and left happily.

· What was the example that the Lord gave? Explain it.

· What does it mean?

· What is there in common between the bronze serpent and the Cross?

Conclusion:

· Can we learn a lesson from Nicodemus, and go to the Lord to consult Him about our problems?

· Baptism is a new birth, and repentance is a second birth; do we always walk in the spirit of repentance?

Applications:

· We have to confess our sins, repent and receive the Holy Communion so that the works of baptism may be renewed in us.

· Fill in the blanks:

… went to meet …… by night and Christ spoke about the Sacrament of …… Unless one is born of …… and …… he cannot …… the Kingdom of God.



John 3: 1-21
	1
	There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

	2
	This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."

	3
	Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

	4
	Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?"

	5
	Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

	6
	"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

	7
	"Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'

	8
	"The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

	9
	Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?"

	10
	Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?

	11
	"Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness.

	12
	"If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?

	13
	"No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.

	14
	"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,

	15
	"that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

	16
	"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

	17
	"For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

	18
	"He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

	19
	"And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

	20
	"For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.

	21
	"But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."



The Feast of Holy Theophany(
Reference:        Matthew 3:1-17 

Golden Verse: 

"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."  Matthew 3:17
Lesson Goals: 

1. Did Jesus need John's baptism?

2. The difference between John's baptism and Jesus' baptism

3. The meaning of the word Theophany: showing God

4. The Holy Trinity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit

Lesson Notes: 

1. Did Jesus need John's baptism?  See Matthew 3:15

"For thus it becomes us to fulfill all righteousness."

2. The difference between John's baptism and our baptism:

· "Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Matthew 28:19

· John's baptism was for repentance; Jesus' baptism is for salvation.

· John's baptism was limited to water, but Jesus' baptism involves the Holy Spirit.

· Theophany, showing God or the appearance of God, shows us that salvation through the incarnation of the Son leads to:
· The opening of heaven to us

· We deserve to know the Holy Trinity

· God the Father

· God the Son

· God the Holy Spirit


Supplemental Notes( on

The Epiphany: Nicodemus and Baptism

I. “Verily I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.” John 3:5
a) This is not an earthly birth but a spiritual birth. 
b) What Christ is saying is this: “I have come to bring a new manner of Creation.  I formed (man) of earth and water; but that which was formed was unprofitable, the vessel was wrenched awry; I will no more form them from earth and water, but ‘of water’ and ‘of the Spirit.’”
c) Do not disbelieve these things because you see them not; you do not see your soul, and yet you believe that you have a soul, and that it is something different beside the body.
d) He made man in the image of God; now, with the Spiritual birth, He has united him with God Himself.  He made him rule over the fish and beasts, now He has exalted our first-fruits above the heavens.  He gave him a garden for his abode, now He has opened heaven to us.
e) When we immerse our heads in the water, the old man is buried as in a tomb below, and wholly sunk forever; then as we raise them again, the new rises in its stead.  And this is done thrice, that you may learn that the power of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost fulfills all this.
f) And not only is Baptism called a “cross,” but the “cross” is called “Baptism.”
i) “With the Baptism,” said Christ, “that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized.” Mark 10:39

ii) “I have a Baptism to be baptized with (which ye know not).” Luke 12:50

II. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” John 3:6
a) Paradise was entrusted to us, and we were shown unworthy to dwell even there, yet He has exalted us to heaven.
b) Christ was leading Nicodemus away from all the things of sense, directing him heaven-ward for a while.
c) Christ is saying, “You know not how to explain the motion or the path of this wind which you perceive by hearing and touch; why are you over-anxious about the working of the Divine Spirit, when you understand not that of the wind, though you hear its voice?  If then you do not complain because you cannot see the body of the wind, and do not on this account disbelieve, why do you, when you hear of “the Spirit,” hesitate and demand such exact accounts?”
d) Isaac also was a type of this Birth.  For tell me, Nicodemus, how was he born? Was it according to the law of nature?  Another figure, new and fresh, was given, that of the barren women, to prepare the way for belief in the Virgin’s travail.
e) Observe how Christ nowhere accuses Nicodemus of wickedness, but only of weakness and simplicity.
f) Christ displays all gentleness, both by His works and His words, guiding us too to all gentleness, and teaching us when we converse with any and do not persuade them, not to be annoyed and made savage.  Wherefore we must abstain from anger, and make our words in every way credible by avoiding not only wrath, but also loud speaking; for loud speaking is the fuel of passion.  If we be careful not to be loud in speech, we shall find this the best path to sobriety of conduct.  Let us be careful at all times to speak gently, that being humble in heart we may find rest for our sols, both that which now is, and that which is to come.
III. “I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?  And no man has ascended up to heaven, but He that came down from heaven, even the Son of Man Who is in heaven.”
a) Wonder not if He here calls Baptism an “earthly” thing, for He calls it so, either from its being performed on earth, or so naming it in comparison with that His earthly generation.
b) What Jesus Christ is saying is this: “Think Me not a teacher in such manner as were the many of the prophets who were on earth, for I have come from heaven now.”
IV. “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up.” Verse 14
a) These two things most of all declare His unspeakable love, that He both suffered for His enemies, He freely gave to them by Baptism entire remission of their sins.
b) Why did He not say plainly, “I am about to be crucified,” instead of referring His hearers to the ancient type?
i) That you may learn that old things are akin to new, and that the one is not alien to the other.  
ii) That you may know that He came not unwillingly to His Passion.  
iii) That you may learn that no harm arises to Him from the fact of the Passion, and that to many there springs from it salvation.
V. “That whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” Verse 15
a) The relationship of the Bronze Serpent to Crucifixion:
	Bronze Serpent
	Crucifixion

	1.  The Jews escaped death temporarily.
	1.  Believers escape eternal death.

	2.  The hanging serpent healed the bites of serpents.
	2.  The Crucified Jesus cured the wounds inflicted by the spiritual dragon.

	3.  He who looked with his bodily eyes was healed.
	3.  He who beholds with the eyes of his understanding put off all his sins.

	4.  That which hung was brass fashioned into the likeness of a serpent.
	4.  It was the Lord’s Body, built by the Spirit.

	5.  A serpent bit and a serpent healed.
	5.  Death destroyed and a Death saved.

	6.  The snake which destroyed had venom; that which saved was free from venom.
	6.  The death which slew us had sin with it, but the Lord’s Death was free from all sin. 


b) “For God so loved the world that He gave His Only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Verse 16
· This seems good to the Father, and He has so loved you as to give His Son for slaves, and ungrateful slaves.


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                       last                                
Theophany
Read: Matthew 3:1-17
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Verse to memorize: 

	Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom or God.

John 3:5


1. Write the prophecy mentioned about John's mission:
  

2. ____________ didn't need baptism because he is ____________________. He took on _____________ our _______ to clean us through _____________. [Himself, baptism, without sin, Jesus, sins]
3. John's baptism was a baptism of 

	    a) Salvation 
	  b) The Holy Spirit 
	      c) Fire 
	d) Repentance 
	e) Christianity


4. Which verse shows that John knew the reality of his life? 

	a) 4 
	b) 6 
	c) 11 
	d) 13


5. What should we learn from Jesus’ baptism? 

	    a) Humility
	b) Holy Trinity
	c) Need for baptism
	d) God's love
	e) All the above



6. ________________ means showing God because all three persons of the __________________ were present at Jesus’ _____________.  [Trinity, Theophany, baptism]
7. Match the persons of the Holy Trinity with their representation during Theophany: 

	God the Father 
	Dove

	God the Son 
	Voice in heaven

	God the Holy Spirit
	Jesus Christ


8. What special service is done before the Theophany feast Liturgy? (Name & describe)   

( Outline prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( Homilies on St. John by St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople, Edited by Rev. Philip Schaff, Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. July 1999, pages 87-111
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