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Exploring the Promised Land 
Objective: 
Complete trust in the God’s promises 

Memory Verse: 

“I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and of good courage.” (Joshua 1:5, 6) 
References: 

· Numbers 13 & 14 

· “The Life of Moses,” F. B. Mayer, translated by Fr. Marcos Daoud 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Who remembers the state of the ancient Israelites in the land of Egypt? 

· What was the name of the king? 

· Whom did the Lord call to bring the people out of Egypt? 

Lesson Outlines: 

The Lord regarded the distress of His people and what pharaoh did. The Lord wanted to save His people from the land of bondage. The Lord chose Moses to lead the people to the land which He promised to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey. 

· Who remembers the name of this land? 

Moses obeyed the Lord and trusted Him. He led the people to victory. The Lord says, “I will not leave you or forsake you.” On their way out of Egypt, they might have been singing the hymn “All your children my Lord.” The Lord performed many miraculous deeds. 

· Who remembers some of these miracles? 

Moses led the people till they reached the Jordan River. The Lord ordered Moses to send men to explore the Promised Land, the Land of Canaan. Moses chose a man from each tribe to explore the land. 

· How many tribes were there? 

From the tribe of Judah, he chose a man whose name was Caleb, and he chose Joshua from the tribe of Ephraim. Moses held a special meeting for them and reminded them of the words of God, “I will not leave you or forsake you.” 

· What did Moses say to them in that meeting? 

· Who remembers the verse? 

The twelve men asked the people to pray for them, and then they started their journey. On their way to the land, they might have been singing this hymn together: “All your children my Lord...” When anyone of them became tired, they encouraged him by reciting the verse “I will not leave you or forsake you,” and sometimes they stopped to pray. At last they reached the city. They found that the land was rich and fertile. It was the season of grapes. They brought with them pomegranates, figs and a cluster of grapes, which was so heavy that it took two men to carry it on a pole side by side. They returned after spending forty days in the land. 

· How many men spied out the land? 

· What did they carry with them? 

The twelve men returned and met Moses. They blew the trumpet, and the people gathered. They told them that the land was fertile and flowing with milk and honey ... the land was covered with green vegetation, beautiful flowers and tasty fruits. The men showed them the cluster of grapes so that they might believe them (the Servant can elaborate on the conversation that ran between the people and the twelve men). 

However, ten of the men spread fear among the people and discouraged them, saying that they were so weak; they could not defeat the people of the land and enter it. The people of the land were giants, and the cities were well fortified and surrounded by high walls. The people were afraid and wanted to choose a leader from among them to lead them back to Egypt (the Servant should emphasize the faith of Joshua and Caleb, the two men who tried to silence, calm and encourage the people). Joshua and Caleb said that the land was fertile and that the Lord would give it to them; “The roads that lead to it were easy to cross, and the Lord said, ‘I will not leave you...’ Remember the miraculous deeds which the Lord performed among us, and so long as the Lord is with us, we do not fear them.”
The people refused to listen to them. The people shouted and lifted up stones at them. Then the glory of the Lord appeared to all the Israelites over the tent. The Lord said, “None of these people will live to enter that land.” The Lord said that only Joshua and Caleb, who obeyed the Lord and were faithful to Him, would enter that land. Then a war started, and the Lord was with His people and the people won victory over the enemy, the giants, because God said, “I will not leave you or forsake you.” None of the twelve men entered that excellent land, except Joshua and Caleb (the Servant should emphasize the fact that the person who trusts the Lord and relies on Him, in all his affairs and actions, succeeds and wins victory; when we trust in the Lord and struggle against sin, the Lord will grant us victory and success in all our lives). 

Conclusion: 

The Lord cares for the birds of the sky and the lilies of the field. Am I not of more value than many birds? (Matthew 6:26-34) The Lord emphasizes that all the hairs of our heads are counted and known to Him. Does not this fact strengthen our trust in Him? “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?” Notice the faith of Joshua and Caleb and their trust in God and His promises, in spite of the logical and natural obstacles. This is the trust of the children of God who know the faithfulness of the Lord. 

Applications: 

· Pray that the Lord care for you and your family. 

· Complete the following passage by inserting one word in each blank: 
…… sent twelve …… to explore the Promised Land. The men came back and said that the land was excellent and rich. They brought with them ……, …… and a …… of grapes, which was so heavy that two men …… it on a …… side by side. Two men told the people that they could …… the enemies because the Lord said, “I will not leave you or forsake you.” 




Numbers 13

	1
	And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying,

	2
	Send thou men, that they may spy out the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a prince among them.

	3
	And Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran according to the commandment of Jehovah: all of them men who were heads of the children of Israel.

	4
	And these were their names: Of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur.

	5
	Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori.

	6
	Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

	7
	Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph.

	8
	Of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun.

	9
	Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu.

	10
	Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi.

	11
	Of the tribe of Joseph, [namely], of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi.

	12
	Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli.

	13
	Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael.

	14
	Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi.

	15
	Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi.

	16
	These are the names of the men that Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.

	17
	And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this way by the South, and go up into the hill-country:

	18
	and see the land, what it is; and the people that dwell therein, whether they are strong or weak, whether they are few or many;

	19
	and what the land is that they dwell in, whether it is good or bad; and what cities they are that they dwell in, whether in camps, or in strongholds;

	20
	and what the land is, whether it is fat or lean, whether there is wood therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of the first-ripe grapes.

	21
	So they went up, and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, to the entrance of Hamath.

	22
	And they went up by the South, and came unto Hebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were there. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)

	23
	And they came unto the valley of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it upon a staff between two; [they brought] also of the pomegranates, and of the figs.

	24
	That place was called the valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster which the children of Israel cut down from thence.

	25
	And they returned from spying out the land at the end of forty days.

	26
	And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land.

	27
	And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us; and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.

	28
	Howbeit the people that dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified, [and] very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.

	29
	Amalek dwelleth in the land of the South: and the Hittite, and the Jebusite, and the Amorite, dwell in the hill-country; and the Canaanite dwelleth by the sea, and along by the side of the Jordan.

	30
	And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.

	31
	But the men that went up with him said, We are not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.

	32
	And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had spied out unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of great stature.

	33
	And there we saw the Nephilim, the sons of Anak, who come of the Nephilim: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.


Numbers 14

	1
	And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.

	2
	And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would that we had died in this wilderness!

	3
	And wherefore doth Jehovah bring us unto this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will be a prey: were it not better for us to return into Egypt?

	4
	And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.

	5
	Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel.

	6
	And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were of them that spied out the land, rent their clothes:

	7
	and they spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceeding good land.

	8
	If Jehovah delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it unto us; a land which floweth with milk and honey.

	9
	Only rebel not against Jehovah, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defense is removed from over them, and Jehovah is with us: fear them not.

	10
	But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of Jehovah appeared in the tent of meeting unto all the children of Israel.

	11
	And Jehovah said unto Moses, How long will this people despise me? and how long will they not believe in me, for all the signs which I have wrought among them?

	12
	I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a nation greater and mightier than they.

	13
	And Moses said unto Jehovah, Then the Egyptians will hear it; for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from among them;

	14
	and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that thou Jehovah art in the midst of this people; for thou Jehovah art seen face to face, and thy cloud standeth over them, and thou goest before them, in a pillar of cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire by night.

	15
	Now if thou shalt kill this people as one man, then the nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying,

	16
	Because Jehovah was not able to bring this people into the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness.

	17
	And now, I pray thee, let the power of the Lord be great, according as thou hast spoken, saying,

	18
	Jehovah is slow to anger, and abundant in loving-kindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; and that will by no means clear [the guilty], visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, upon the third and upon the fourth generation.

	19
	Pardon, I pray thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy loving-kindness, and according as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.

	20
	And Jehovah said, I have pardoned according to thy word:

	21
	but in very deed, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of Jehovah;

	22
	because all those men that have seen my glory, and my signs, which I wrought in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have tempted me these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice;

	23
	surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that despised me see it:

	24
	but my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.

	25
	Now the Amalekite and the Canaanite dwell in the valley: to-morrow turn ye, and get you into the wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.

	26
	And Jehovah spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

	27
	How long [shall I bear] with this evil congregation, that murmur against me? I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they murmur against me.

	28
	Say unto them, As I live, saith Jehovah, surely as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do to you:

	29
	your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, that have murmured against me,

	30
	surely ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware that I would make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.

	31
	But your little ones, that ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have rejected.

	32
	But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness.

	33
	And your children shall be wanderers in the wilderness forty years, and shall bear your whoredoms, until your dead bodies be consumed in the wilderness.

	34
	After the number of the days in which ye spied out the land, even forty days, for every day a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my alienation.

	35
	I, Jehovah, have spoken, surely this will I do unto all this evil congregation, that are gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.

	36
	And the men, whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned, and made all the congregation to murmur against him, by bringing up an evil report against the land,

	37
	even those men that did bring up an evil report of the land, died by the plague before Jehovah.

	38
	But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, remained alive of those men that went to spy out the land.

	39
	And Moses told these words unto all the children of Israel: and the people mourned greatly.

	40
	And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them up to the top of the mountain, saying, Lo, we are here, and will go up unto the place which Jehovah hath promised: for we have sinned.

	41
	And Moses said, Wherefore now do ye transgress the commandment of Jehovah, seeing it shall not prosper?

	42
	Go not up, for Jehovah is not among you; that ye be not smitten down before your enemies.

	43
	For there the Amalekite and the Canaanite are before you, and ye shall fall by the sword: because ye are turned back from following Jehovah, therefore Jehovah will not be with you.

	44
	But they presumed to go up to the top of the mountain: nevertheless the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, and Moses, departed not out of the camp.

	45
	Then the Amalekite came down, and the Canaanite who dwelt in that mountain, and smote them and beat them down, even unto Hormah.



THE TWO GOOD SPIES(
Bible Reading:  

Numbers 13 and 14 

Golden Verse: 

'The Lord is with us." Numbers 14: 9 

Lesson Aim: 

To follow God's commandments
Lesson Notes: 

1. Joshua is a symbol of Christ our Savior 
2. Caleb, son of Jephunneh, is a symbol of our hearts. 
3. God asked the Israelites to go and see for themselves the land of Canaan, the land of honey and milk, because the people asked for it (Deuteronomy 1:22). They did not believe God. 
4. The spies went back with grapes, pomegranates, and figs. The grapes were so large that they were hung on poles. The grapes symbolize Christ on the Cross. The pomegranates and figs symbolize the Church which shares the pain with Christ. 
5. Again, most of the spies and the Israelites forgot about God and were frightened by the inhabitants. 
6. Only Joshua and Caleb saw God's hand and knew He had a plan, and they were ready to go because they knew God was with them. 
7. Again, the people sin, Moses intercedes and God forgives them. 
8. By sinning, the Israelites parted from God, so He kept them in the wilderness for another 40 years. 
9. Out of all the Israelites, only Joshua and Caleb entered the Promised Land. 
10. The Israelites were disobedient to God again; when they decided to fight the Canaanites on their own and without God, they were defeated.


Supplemental Notes(on
Exploring the Promised Land
SPYING ON CANAAN

1) The people were in a continuous state of revolt, always yearning to return back to the land of slavery for the sake of its leeks, onions and watermelons ... God desired to reveal to them some of the various assortments of fruits from the Promised Land, in order to shift their cravings towards it and away from the land of slavery. God granted them this gift per their request [1, 2], so that this may become the norm according to which teachers get a sample of eternity, and this experience backs up their witness.

2) Among the people, there lived Joshua (Deliverer) who symbolizes Christ, our Leader through whom the Divine promise would materialize, and Caleb who signifies "the heart," the token of our innermost sincerity. Combining the two, the outcome is: no eternity will be experienced without the Redeemer and our genuine diligence and sincerity.

3) The orders were given to "depart from here ... and climb the mountain."  To experience eternity, we have to remain in a constant state of ascension on the mount of the Commandment to end up hovering in the heavens. The matter does not stop with the ascension; it is important that the spiritual leaders and teachers brace up their courage and toughen-up in the hope of realizing God's promises [20].

4) Departing from Zin [21], which is different from Sin (Exod 17:1), both words mean "trial," they went to Rehob (a vast region) at the entrance of Hamath (heaven), or at the beginning of the road that leads to it. Then they proceeded south to Hebron (companionship or bondage), which was called "Kiriath Arba." Arba village (Gen 23:2), nowadays it is called "The city of Elkhalil," or "City of the friend," is attributed to "Abraham, God's Friend" (Josh. 2:23). There they met with the descendants of Anak. Later they proceeded to Eshcol (cluster of grapes), where they cut down a vine with a cluster of grapes and carried it between two of them upon a rod, with some pomegranates and figs [21-23]. What is the meaning behind this trip?

5) The one and only cluster of grapes symbolizes Christ our Lord, who was hanged on the Cross to offer His Blood for our redemption. They brought it back with them and with it pomegranates and figs, a sign of the Church sharing in Christ's sufferings. It was imperative that we start up our way in the wilderness of Sin where we undergo trials until later, as we advance to Rehob, we experience vastitude and happiness. Then we proceed to the gates of Hamath so that we can enjoy the heavenly protection, taking shelter behind Christ the Rock of ages. Here we enter Hebron, symbolizing our union with God and with the people, only to face the Giants (sons of Anak) who will not be capable of obstructing our entry to Eschol to enjoy the Divine Grapevine.

6) Most of the spies witnessed the prosperity of the land but due to lack of faith, they regarded themselves as grasshoppers, in their own eyes as well as in the eyes of the sons of Anak [33]. This caused the people to lose hope. As for Joshua and Caleb, they believed that grasshoppers (mortal human nature) are capable of overpowering Giants, sons of Anak.

THE PASSIONATE RETURN TO SLAVERY

1) As the spies were submitting their reports on the new land, its prosperity and its inhabitants, the people started a revolt; they grumbled and wept, longing to return back to their slavery under a new leadership [4]. They wanted to get rid of Moses and Aaron, as well as of Joshua and Caleb, whose testimony was true, by stoning them [10].

2) In humility, both Moses and Aaron fell to the ground on their faces before the entire crowd, a sign of their total disability and in order to turn away the spirit of wrath.  Next, Joshua and Caleb gave them an account of what they tasted as a pledge of God’s promise. The people's groaning grew stronger, but God supported his faithful servants by "manifesting his Glory in the Tabernacle to all the congregation of Israel." [10] When all the people renounced them, God supported them.

3) The people's discontentment intensified, and they revolted against Moses and Aaron as well as Joshua and Caleb. They even refused to submit to God's apparition. Hence, God consulted with Moses to chastise them [11-12], as if God, in His over abundant love, did not want to singly enforce His decision, in spite of being the Creator and Author of wisdom. He's teaching us to always consult with others before making any decision, no matter how high our position or how powerful our authority is; and, maybe God intended to glorify Moses by interceding for his enemies, in an attempt to strengthen his love for guardianship [13-19].

4) Moses mentions God's mercy and justice [17-19], saying, "But he will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the inequity of the fathers upon the children, upon the third and upon the fourth generation." [18] If the fathers sin, God will forgive them, awaiting their repentance.  If the sons repeat the sin, He will bear patiently with them.  But if the following generation insists on following the footsteps of their fathers, only then will God reprove them sternly. Maybe God's intention is to forgive the first couple of generations while the sin is just a thought or a saying and while man is striving to conquer it.  However, if it converts into action (during the 3rd generation) and into habit (during the 4th generation), God disciplines.

5) Moses was tolerant of the people's remonstrations. He prayed God on their behalf, and God pardoned them. But God denied this generation entry to the Promised Land, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb; their sons were also exempted [21-23...]. God intended to punish them by causing them to stray for 40 years instead of the 40 days they needed to accomplish their spying mission, substituting one year for each day, and emphasizing that while the wounds of transgression occur instantly, the treatment necessitates a prolonged and tedious period of time. Due to sin, God deserted them when they turned away from Him [34]; consequently, they lost the secret behind their power, peace and happiness, in short, the secret behind their lives. God disciplined the ten spies for their lack of belief [37] as an example for the others, in order to understand the truth of the matter. The people regretted their transgressions, but instead of learning to become obedient to the will of God, they decided to further violate His wish by insisting on departing towards the Promised Land. This caused their destruction by the Giants and the Canaanites. They were driven back as far as the city of Hormah (forbidden of sacred place).






                             NAME: ______________________________  
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Exploring the Promised Land 
Read: Numbers 13 & 14
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Memory Verse: 
	I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and of good courage.
Joshua 1:5&6


1.  What happened to the spies who brought an evil report about the Promised Land?

a) They were stoned by the people.


b) They were exalted by God.


c) They died by a plague.


d) They saw Israel win the land.


e) They became judges for telling the truth.

2.  Almost all of the Israelites who left Egypt died in the wilderness because they


a) Lacked food and water


b) Lacked guidance


c) Were too weak to fight


d) Kept complaining against God


e) Were worn out by long journeys

3.  Only ____________ and _____________ were ready to go to the ______________ land because _____________ was with them.

4.  Match the subject with what it symbolizes:


Joshua





Heart


Caleb





Christ on the cross


Grapes





Our Savior


Pomegranates & figs



Church

5.  Why did the Israelites loose the fight with the Amalekites and the Canaanites even though they repented? 






























( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( Bible Study on The Book of Numbers, Fr. Tadros Yocoub Malaty, St. George’s Coptic Orthodox Church, Sporting – Alexandria, pages 28-31
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