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Haggai 
Objective: 
Giving God the first priority in our life to receive His blessings 

Memory Verse: 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33) 
References: 

· Book of Haggai 

· “Interpretation of Haggai,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Review with the students how many books are in the Bible? How many in the Old Testament? And how many in the New Testament? 

Lesson Outlines: 

Haggai prophesied in 520 BC. The meaning of Haggai is probably derived from the Hebrew word “hag,” which means “festival.” It may also be an abbreviated form of Haggiah, meaning “festival of Yahweh.” Thus, Haggai’s name means festal or festive. 

He was about seventy five years old when he prophesied. It is equally likely that he was born in Babylon during Captivity. He returned from Babylon with the remnant under Zerubbabel and evidently lived in Jerusalem. 

In 538 BC, Cyrus of Persia issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to their land and rebuild their temple. The initial optimism upon returning to their homeland was dampened by the desolation of the land, crop failure, hard work, hostility and other hardships. 

In 536 BC, work on the temple began. The pessimism of the people led to spiritual lethargy, and they became preoccupied by their own building projects. It was in this context that God called His prophets Haggai and Zachariah to the same task of urging the people to complete the temple. 

Haggai acted as God’s man in God’s hour, he started giving a strong and frank series of four terse sermons. He told them that the work on the temple had ceased and the people had become more concerned with the beautification of their own houses than with the building of the central sanctuary of God. The four messages were: 

A) The completion of the latter temple (1:1-15) 

B) The glory of the latter temple (2:1-9) 

C) The present blessings of obedience (2:10-19) 

D) The future blessings of promise (2:20-23) 

A. The completion of the latter temple (1:1-15) 

When the remnant returned from the Babylon under Zerubbabel, they began rebuilding the temple of the Lord. The work soon stopped and the people found excuses to ignore it as the years passed. They had no problem in building rich dwellings for themselves, while claiming that the time for building the temple had not yet come. God communicated directly to them through His prophets Haggai, Zerubbabel the governor, and Joshua the high priest. All the people responded, and twenty three days later they started to work on the temple again. 

B. The glory of the latter temple (2:1-9) 

In a few short weeks the enthusiasm of the people soured into discouragement; the elders remembered the glory of Solomon’s temple and dishonored the present temple. Haggai’s prophetic word of encouragement reminded the people of God’s covenant and promises in the past and His confident plans for their future; “The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former.” (2:9) 

C. The present blessings of obedience (2:10-19) 

Haggai’s message to the priests illustrated the concept of contamination of sin that block the blessing of God. Because the people have obeyed God in building the temple, they will be blessed from that day forward. 

D. The future blessings of promise (2:20-23) 

On the same day that Haggai addressed the priests, he gave a second message to Zerubbabel saying, “God will move in judgment and in His power He will overthrow the nations of the earth.”(2:21, 22) At that time, Zerubbabel, a symbol of the Messiah to come, will be honored. The Messiah is portrayed in Zerubbabel: “I will take you, Zerubbabel and I will make you as a signet ring for I have chosen you,” (2:23) sealing both branches together. 

Conclusion: 

Haggai’s basic theme was clear: that the people must reorder their priorities and complete the temple before they can expect the blessing of God upon their efforts. Haggai brought them to an understanding that circumstances become difficult when people place their own selfish interests before God’s. When they put God first and seek to do His will, He will bring His people joy and prosperity. 

Applications: 

· Read the two chapters of the Book of Haggai at home this week. 

· Choose a verse you like and write down your meditation and thought about it. Bring it to the class next week to share it with the rest of the class. 




Haggai 1

	1
	In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of Jehovah by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying,

	2
	Thus speaketh Jehovah of hosts, saying, This people say, It is not the time [for us] to come, the time for Jehovah`s house to be built.

	3
	Then came the word of Jehovah by Haggai the prophet, saying,

	4
	Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your ceiled houses, while this house lieth waste?

	5
	Now therefore thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Consider your ways.

	6
	Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages [to put it] into a bag with holes.

	7
	Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Consider your ways.

	8
	Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith Jehovah.

	9
	Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith Jehovah of hosts. Because of my house that lieth waste, while ye run every man to his own house.

	10
	Therefore for your sake the heavens withhold the dew, and the earth withholdeth its fruit.

	11
	And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the grain, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labor of the hands.

	12
	Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of Jehovah their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as Jehovah their God had sent him; and the people did fear before Jehovah.

	13
	Then spake Haggai Jehovah`s messenger in Jehovah`s message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith Jehovah.

	14
	And Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work on the house of Jehovah of hosts, their God,

	15
	in the four and twentieth day of the month, in the sixth [month], in the second year of Darius the king.



Haggai 2

	1
	In the seventh [month], in the one and twentieth [day] of the month, came the word of Jehovah by Haggai the prophet, saying,

	2
	Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying,

	3
	Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes as nothing?

	4
	Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith Jehovah; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith Jehovah, and work: for I am with you, saith Jehovah of hosts,

	5
	[according to] the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit abode among you: fear ye not.

	6
	For thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;

	7
	and I will shake all nations; and the precious things of all nations shall come; and I will fill this house with glory, saith Jehovah of hosts.

	8
	The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith Jehovah of hosts.

	9
	The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, saith Jehovah of hosts; and in this place will I give peace, saith Jehovah of hosts.

	10
	In the four and twentieth [day] of the ninth [month], in the second year of Darius, came the word of Jehovah by Haggai the prophet, saying,

	11
	Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying,

	12
	If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any food, shall it become holy? And the priests answered and said, No.

	13
	Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by reason of a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall be unclean.

	14
	Then answered Haggai and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, saith Jehovah; and so is every work of their hands; and that which they offer there is unclean.

	15
	And now, I pray you, consider from this day and backward, before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of Jehovah.

	16
	Through all that time, when one came to a heap of twenty [measures], there were but ten; when one came to the winevat to draw out fifty [vessels], there were but twenty.

	17
	I smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the work of your hands; yet ye [turned] not to me, saith Jehovah.

	18
	Consider, I pray you, from this day and backward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth [month], since the day that the foundation of Jehovah`s temple was laid, consider it.

	19
	Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, the vine, and the fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive-tree have not brought forth; from this day will I bless [you].

	20
	And the word of Jehovah came the second time unto Haggai in the four and twentieth [day] of the month, saying,

	21
	Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth;

	22
	and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms; and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother.

	23
	In that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith Jehovah, and will make thee as a signet; for I have chosen thee, saith Jehovah of hosts.






1. [St. Jerome] If we lift up our hands in good works, through our good works, Christ overcomes the devil. Hands, moreover, connote good works, whereupon it is written: “The word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai”; “the word that came by the hand of Jeremiah the prophet.” To be sure, the word of the Lord does not come by the hand but by the mouth, but grasp the mysticism of the Scripture. God does not come because of words but because of good works.
2. [St. Gregory the Great] They, then, who keep an eye on how much they give, but not on how much they steal, put their wages into a bag with holes because, while piling up [riches], they look to them in the hope that they will be secure but lose them when they are not looking.
3. [St. Clement of Alexandria] Generally speaking, riches that are not under complete control are the citadels of evil. If the ordinary people look on them covetously, they will never enter the Kingdom of heaven (Mat 19:23). “He that earned wages,” Scripture reminds us, “put them into a bag with holes.” Such is the man who gathers and stores up his harvest, for by not sharing his wealth with anyone he becomes worse off.
4. [St. Ambrose] The word of Haggai comes, saying: Rise from houses embossed and carved with wickedness, and go up to the mount of heavenly Scriptures and hew the tree of wisdom, the tree of life and the tree of knowledge. Make straight your ways; order your actions so that they may have due order which is necessary and useful for building the house of God.
5. [Theodore of Mopsuestia] “When you overlooked My house lying in ruins and took an interest in rebuilding your own houses,” He is saying, “then the rain stopped, the land did not yield its crops, and I destroyed all the crops on the ground as though with a sword, striking many times both people and cattle, and in short ruining the fruit of your labors.”
6. [Theodore of Cyr] Now the God of all made these threats on account of the neglect of the divine house, though not for any need of it: the Maker of all things has no need even of heaven, creating everything out of loving-kindness alone. Rather, it was in His care for them all and His interest in their salvation that He ordered the rebuilding of the temple so that they might observe the law in it and reap the benefit, wanting as He did worship according to the law to be performed until the coming of the Heir, according to the Divine Apostle. After the incarnation of our Savior, you see, when the new covenant was revealed, the old came to an end, and the law, which as a tutor had given us a glimpse of the Teacher of great wisdom, yielded pride of place, since those tutored by it had not further need of the basic elements.
7. [St. Cyril of Jerusalem] Whoever scans all the books of the prophets, both of the twelve and of the others, will find many testimonies regarding the Holy Spirit. Haggai says, “For I am with you, says the Lord of Hosts, and My Spirit continues in your midst.”
8. [Theodore of Mopsuestia] When He says, “My Spirit has taken a position in your midst,” He means, “My grace and My disposition toward you accompanies you, taking a position and providing you with Its benefit.”
9. [St. Gregory the Great] “There is still a little while, and I will move not only the earth but also the sky.” (Heb 12:26) Consider, dearly beloved, what terror there will be on that day at the sight of so Great a Judge. There will be no relief from punishment then. What a shame we will feel in the sight of all human beings and angels because of our own guilt! How we will fear when we see Him angry, whom the human mind cannot comprehend even when He is peaceful!
10. [St. Gregory of Nazianzus] There have been two remarkable transformations of the human way of life in the course of the world’s history. These are called two “covenants,” and, so famous was the business involved, two “shakings of the earth.” The first was the transition from idols to the law (Ex 20:3-5); the second, from the law to the Gospel (Gal 2:14; Heb 9:3-15). The Gospel also tells of the third shaking, the change from this present stage of things to what lies unmoved, unshaken, beyond.
11. [St. Ambrose] Therefore the earth remains immovable not by its balances, but it is moved frequently by the nod and free will of God, as Job too says: “The Lord shakes it from its foundations, and its pillars tremble.” (Job 9:6) “The earth stands forever,” according to Ecclesiastes (Eccles 1:4), yet it is moved by nods according to the will of God. It does not therefore continue to exist because it is based on its own foundations. It does not stay stable because of its own props. The Lord established it by the support of His will, because “in His hand are all the ends of the earth.” (Ps 95:4)
12. [St. Augustine] Haggai has the following brief but clear prophecy of Christ and the Church: “For thus says the Lord of Hosts: yet one little while, and I will move the heaven and the earth, and the sea and the dry land. And I will move all the nations, and the Desired of all nations shall come.” It is obvious that this prediction is, in part, already fulfilled; the rest we may confidently expect at the end of the world. Surely God set the heavens rocking when angels and a star stood as witnesses of the Birth of Christ; surely too He moved the earth when He performed the tremendous miracle of giving Christ a Virgin Birth. Surely He moved the sea and the dry land when He made Christ’s name known throughout the whole world, on island and on mainland. For the rest, we ourselves are witnesses of the fact that all nations are being moved to accept the faith. The last part of the text, “and the Desired of all nations shall come,” refers to Christ’s second coming. For before the whole world can await Him and desire His coming, it just first believes in Him and loves Him.
13. [St. Cyril of Jerusalem] Riches, gold and silver, are not the devil’s as some think, for “the whole world of riches is for the faithful man, but for the unfaithful not a farthing.” (Prov 17:6) God through the prophet says plainly, “Mine is the silver, and Mine is the gold.” Only use it well and there is nothing blameworthy in silver; but when you abuse a good thing and are then unwilling to blame your own conduct, you impiously put the blame on the Creator. One can even be blessed by money. “I was hungry, and you gave Me to eat” – undoubtedly by the use of money; “I was naked and you covered Me” – assuredly by the use of money. Consider too that money can be a door to the heavenly Kingdom. “Sell,” He says, “what you have, and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven.” (Mt 19:21)
14. [St. Augustine] Surely the glory of the house of the New Testament is greater than that of the old because it was built on better materials, namely, those living stones that are human beings renewed by faith and grace.
15. [St. Augustine] Accordingly we must understand the words God spoke by Haggai’s mouth, “And I will give peace in that place,” as referring to the place for which the temple stood. Since the restored temple signified the Church, which Christ was to build, those words can mean only “I will give peace in that place [the Church] which this place [the rebuilt temple] prefigures.”
16. [St. Jerome] The prophet Haggai says – or rather the Lord says it by the mouth of Haggai – “ask now the priests concerning the law.” For such is the important function of the priesthood to give answers to those who question them concerning the law. In fact, lack of education in a clergyman prevents him from doing well to anyone but himself, and much as the virtue of his life may build up Christ’s Church, he does it an injury as great by failing to resist those who are trying to pull it down.
17. [Theodore of Cyr] “I was inflicting various forms of correction on you – sterility, wind, blight, hail – but in your insensitivity you were unaware of the correction. Be mindful of this, then, and take note of the great prosperity you will enjoy after the commencement of the rebuilding.”
18. [St. Ephrem the Syrian] But Scripture does not say that John [the Baptist] came in the body of Elijah but “in the spirit and the power of Elijah.” (Lk 1:17) Elijah, who was taken up into the heavens, did not return to them, just as it was not David who later became king but Zerubbabel.
19. [St. Ambrose] So it is mystically said to Him alone: “I will take you, O Zerubbabel, and I will make you as a signet ring, for I have chosen you.” For, when our soul becomes so peaceful that it is said to her, “Return, return, O Sulamitess,” (Song 6:13) which means “peaceful,” or to your own name, “Irenic,” then she will receive Christ like a signet ring upon her, for she is the image of God. Then she will be according to that image, because heavenly is the heavenly man. And we need to bear the image of the heavenly one, that is, peace.
20. [St. Ambrose] May peace glow in your heart, Christ in your works, and may there be formed in you wisdom and justice and redemption.

Supplemental Notes on
Haggai
1. The Holy Bible consists of:
a. 39 Books of the Old Testament

b. 14 Deuterocanonical Books
c. 27 Books of the New Testament
2. Historical time table for the Book of Haggai:

[image: image1]
3. “Haggai” (Heb. Haggay) means “feast,” derived from hag.

4. The Temple was more than a building.
a. It was the place where people meet with the Living God.
b. It was a place for the abiding Presence of the Creator of the universe among His people.
c. By ignoring the physical ruin of the Temple, they were ignoring the spiritual wreckage of their souls.

d. The Temple represented the Church of God.
5. Being preoccupation with personal comfort, the people were ignoring their spiritual lives.
· Compare this with our present lives and give examples
6. The contamination of sin blocks God’s blessings.

a. The people worked hard to rebuild the Temple, only to be told that their worship was unacceptable.  Why?

b. The hearts of the people were not in harmony with the sacrifices being made.

c. They were doing God’s work out of compulsion versus out of willingness.
7. “Once more I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land, and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this Temple with glory.” Hag 2:6&7
a. The shaking represents the coming of the King of Glory to earth.
b. The Desire of All Nations is Jesus Christ, our Lord.

c. This prophesy mentions the Gentile Church (“all Nations”).

Name: _____________________________________

First                                              Last                                     .             
Haggai

Read: Haggai 1&2
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Memorize this verse:

[image: image2]
· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally (forwards or backwards):
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1. The word “Haggai” means _______.
2. The people paid attention to remodeling their own ________ and left the __________ lie in ruins.
3. When people don’t care about the House of ______, they loose God’s blessings in their lives.

4. Circumstances become difficult when people place their own _________ interests before God’s.
5. The Lord of hosts said, “Once more, in a little while, I will ______ heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; and I will shake all _________, and I will fill the temple with _________.”

6. “The silver is Mine, and the _______ is Mine,” says the Lord; “The glory of this latter temple shall be ____________ than the former.”

7. The Lord said, “I will take you, Zerubbabel, My _________, the son of Shealtiel,” says the Lord, “and I will make you like a signet _________; for I have chosen you.”






But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to you.


Matthew 6:33





515 B.C.


The Temple is completed





520 B.C.


Haggai preaches & Temple rebuilding resumes





536–534 B.C.


Temple rebuilding begins then stops





538 B.C.


The Jews start returning to Judea





539 B.C.


Cyrus of Persia conquers Babylon





586 B.C.


Jerusalem falls to the Babylonians
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