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Prayer: Hannah the Mother of Samuel 
Objective: 
To know that the heavens answer sincere prayers
Memory Verse: 

“And prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish, then she made a vow.”
(1 Samuel 1:10-11)
References: 

· “The Life of Samuel,” Fr. Marcos Daoud 

· Holy Bible: 1 Samuel 1 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Prepare a picture or slides of Samuel praying, a picture of the Temple, and a picture of the altar and the priest.
· Ask the children what is the characteristics of an acceptable prayers? 

· Ask them if they pray regularly? 

Lesson Outlines: 

In the Old Testament, there was a man called Elkanah who had two wives, Hannah and Perinnah. The second wife had children, but the first did not have children. She was depressed because she had a desire that Christ would be her descendant. Perinnah despised her. Elkanah was a good-hearted man. He comforted her all the time (Describe Hannah’s bitter feelings and some of the aggressive attitude of Perinnah, without giving details about the negative effects. Concentrate on the positive ones. Of course a picture of Perinnah must make the child hate her bad qualities). 

On the feast day, all the people were happy: each one in his house... arrangement of clothes, sacrifices and vows... happiness was everywhere... Children play and speak about the journey and the rituals of the feast. Hannah was sad and weeping. Elkanah was much affected and because he loved her, he comforted her and tried to convince her to eat. They ate and drank in Shiloh. (Describe the Temple festivity: censers, new clothes, processions, sacrifices, hymns, etc.) Eli the priest and all the people were happy, except Hannah (Questions). Hannah went alone to the Temple; she was deeply depressed, but she lifted up her heart in prayer. 

· To whom was she praying? 

· How was she praying? (Tears, worship, meditation, striking the chest, sighing, unheard voice, etc.)
Eli the priest noticed this. He thought that she was a drunken woman. He advised her not to drink wine (Here you can speak in detail about the lively conversation between Eli and Hannah; make use of this conversation to teach everything about prayer: how the Lord answers our prayers, submission, patience, the Lord’s promises and steadfast love). Eli told her that the Lord will give her a son, and she rejoiced. She went out and thanked the Lord. Everyone noticed the change (Questions). They went back home. The feast ended. Days went by. She gave birth to Samuel. She rejoiced. They all rejoiced. She waited till he was weaned. On the feast day, she took him to the temple and gave him to Eli the priest (another lively conversation between them - Eli rejoiced as the promise was fulfilled. People were all around them, listening and thanking the Lord. Samuel stayed in the Temple, and he became a great prophet… Questions)

Conclusion: 

Prayer is the feelings of a needy heart, not the expression of the mind and lips. At the end, the Lord gave Hannah a great blessing because she prayed with a sincere heart and had strong faith that God would grant her what she requested. The same applies to us; if we pray with a sincere heart and strong faith, our prayers will be answered. 

Applications: 

· Pray so that your problems may be solved (a child who annoys you, sickness, poverty, etc.). 

· Match the words: 

	Hannah 
	had children 

	Perinnah 
	had no children 

	E1kanah 
	is Hannah’s son 

	Samuel
	is Hannah’s and Perinnah’s husband 


· In the Old Testament, women who did not have children grieved because they were not going to be mothers of the expected Messiah. Can you find a story of another woman in the Bible that had a similar problem like Hannah? Give prizes next time to the students who can find a similar story in the Bible. 



Commentaries on 1 Samuel 1
By Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, 1991
1. Elkanah, a Levite, had two wives: Peninnah (=Pearl) and Hannah (=Tenderness or grace) Elkanah preferred Hannah, who was barren, and he gave her double of whatever he gave Peninnah, which of course made Peninnah very jealous. Peninnah, with her many children, represents the Church of the Old Testament, which enjoyed the pearls of the law, the Prophets and the Promise; while Hannah, barren as she was, represents the Church of the new Testament, proceeding from the Gentiles, resentful because of the Jews' sarcasm towards her.

2. Hannah's resentment did not keep her from taking part in the food offered to God (the partaking of believers in the midst of pain)!  After the meal, she got up and went to pray secretly before the Divine altar, in the house of the Lord in Shiloh; thus she became a symbol of quiet prayers which open up the heavens.

3. Eli did not have the sense to differentiate between a believer with a broken spirit and a drunken person. But the God of hearts can differentiate between them.

4. Besides her secret prayers, Hannah displayed meekness in her answer to Eli the priest [15-16] and humility [18]; she also displayed her faith in God by going her way and her face was no longer sad [18].

5. The birth of Samuel was the fruit of Hannah's prayers and faith. She kept him for three years until she weaned him, and then she offered him to the Lord, saying to Eli, "Therefore, I also have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the Lord" [28]. She loaned him to the Lord; that is, he remains her son whom she cherished, but she could not go back on her promise to God. God granted him to her, and she gladly loaned him back to the Lord, of her own accord, for the rest of his life and not just for a few years.

6. She offered sacrifices:

a. 3 bulls, of which one was slaughtered as a burnt sacrifice (Samuel's life = burnt offering to show love for God);

b. 1 ephah of flour, i.e. 10 lbs (=10 commandments); and

c. a skin of wine (= Happiness results from sanctifying one's heart and life)
7. Hannah's psalm is full of thanksgiving, not only for having Samuel as a son but also because in him she saw the great gift of God, the Messiah, and the salvation of His people.  (Compare between Samuel 2:1-10 and Luke 1:46-55); Hannah praises through symbolism but the Virgin Mary through Truth Himself.


Supplemental Notes( on
Prayer: Hannah the Mother of Samuel 
1. Introduction to 1 Samuel:

a. The events of 1Samuel 1 happened during the period of judges – during the times of Samson in particular.
b. The Israelites were divided, each tribe on its own.
c. They lived with the Canaanites; each one does whatever pleases him.
d. They forgot about God and started worshipping Canaanite idols.
2. God’s law demanded that the men of Israel appear before Him on three festival occasions. “Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty…” (Deut. 16:16)
3. The worship center of Israel at that time was located at Shiloh (20 miles north of Jerusalem), where the tabernacle was set up.
4. Many brought their families with them to worship at Shiloh, but it was not required that they do so.  The fact that Hannah went up to the house of the Lord “year by year” (1Sam 1:7) shows her devotion to the Lord.
5. The character of Hannah, Samuel’s Mother:
a. Hannah did not respond to Peninnah’s annoyance for many years; she was very patient.
b. Finally, she asked for God’s help.
c. Her prayer is an example because:
d. She prayed from the heart; she “poured out” her soul before the Lord (1Sam 15).
e. She prayed with tears.
f. She also prayed with faith.  Hannah’s changed countenance after praying indicates that she experienced God’s peace as she waited for the answer to her prayer.
6. Hannah dedicated her son for a lifelong service.  When she said, “No razor shall come upon his head,” she was referring to the law of the Nazirite (Num 6:2-6).  Hannah promised that her son would be a Nazirite for life.
7. The birth of Hannah’s son is part of a long history of godly women and men praying for a child as God’s gift:
a. Abraham & Sarah receiving Isaac
b. Isaac & Rebecca receiving Jacob & Esau
c. Manoah & his wife receiving Samson
d. Joachim & Anna receiving Theotokos St. Mary
e. Zachariah & Elizabeth receiving John the Baptist
8. When Hannah gave birth, she named her son Samuel, which means “Name of God.”
9. According to the law, Elkanah might have declared Hannah’s vow a rash promise and prohibited her from fulfilling it (Num 30:10-15); the fact that he did not do so shows his love and esteem for Hannah.
10. In Hannah’s Prayer (1Sam 2:1-10), she saw the work of God in granting her a child as another step in the fulfillment of His promise to the mothers of Israel, that He would one day provide through them a Messiah.
11. Compare Hannah’s Prayer with St. Mary’s Song of Praise:
And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.

For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation.

He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.

He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy;

As he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                                   last                             

Prayer: Hannah the Mother of Samuel 
Read: I Samuel 1&2:1-11
[image: image1.wmf]Memory Verse:
	And prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish, then she made a vow.
1 Samuel 1:10-11


1. Which verse in chapter 1 describes how Hannah prayed?


a) verse 10

b) verse 15




c) verse 16

d) verse 26

2. What happened after she prayed?

a) She kept weeping in anguish.

b) Her face was no longer sad.

c) She became bitter in soul.


d) She ate.


e) b & d

3.  Match the words: 

Hannah 
had children 

Perinnah 
had no children 

E1kanah 
is Hannah’s son 

Samuel 




is Hannah’s and Perinnah’s husband 

4. From Hannah's prayer in chapter 2, write the verse which has the word “dust”:
5. How was Hannah compensated for lending Samuel to the Lord?

6.  The child Sa__________ grew in stat______, and in favor both with the L_____ and m____.

7.  In the Old Testament women who did not have children grieved as they were not going to be mothers of the expected Messiah.  Mention a story of another woman in the Bible that had a similar problem like Hannah?












( Some of the references were extracted from:


The Nelson Study Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1997


Sunday School Notes by Dr. Raif M. Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA
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