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Prayer: King Hezekiah 
Objectives: 
To learn about the power of prayer that is offered with faith and contrition 

Memory Verse: 

“I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will heal you.” (2 Kings 20:5) 
References: 

2 Kings 20 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Ask the students how many forms of prayers they know? Personal, Agpeya, Liturgical, short & fast prayers, group prayers, etc. 

· Prepare the picture of the lesson: a big picture of Isaiah or Hezekiah, or one of the Royal Palaces. 

Lesson Outlines: 

Hezekiah was a good King. When he became King, he found that the Israelites worshipped idols and the bronze serpent (who remembers its story?). The king burnt them, destroyed the altars of idols and stopped that worship. He repaired the Lord’s house, opened it and began worship in it. The kingdom flourished during his reign in civil domains and in spiritual domains. The Lord was pleased with him because of his fidelity, so he made him overcome his enemies through many miraculous deeds. His guardian angel killed 185,000 of his enemies when Assyria besieged Jerusalem (The story is found in 2 Kings 18 & 19). (Questions about Hezekiah’s deeds). 

King Hezekiah fell ill and almost died. The prophet Isaiah went to see him. Hezekiah longed to know the will of God (a lively conversation started between them). “The Lord tells you that you are to put everything in order because you will not recover. Get ready to die.” Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed (What did he say to the Lord?). Isaiah left the king, and before he passed through the central courtyard of the palace, the Lord told him to go back to Hezekiah, ruler of the Lord’s people, and say to him, “I have heard your prayer. I will let you live fifteen years longer. I will rescue you from the king of Assyria.” Isaiah went back to the king and told him. (Describe Hezekiah’s feelings when he saw Isaiah coming back.) He thought that the Lord might have been displeased with his weeping, but when he heard the good news, he rejoiced. All members of the Royal family and the people living at the Royal Palace were happy; ministers, chiefs, soldiers, and servants rejoiced. They sang hymns and added lights (Questions). They asked Isaiah, “What shall we do to the King? Shall we bring doctors?” But Isaiah said, “The Lord will perform a miracle. Doctors cannot heal him. Put a paste made of figs on the boil and he will get well.” 

Some of them doubted; others were confident. They put the paste made of figs on the boil and waited. The king got well; he was healed. Happiness increased. The news was fulfilled; it came true. The king asked for a sign and Isaiah told him: “Give me a sign; I cannot imagine that I shall live.” “The shadow will go back ten steps.” The sun went back ten steps. They were all surprised and praised the Lord. The king got well and left his bed; he began to work as usual. He served the Lord till he died after fifteen years (Questions). 

· John said, “You have been anointed by the Holy One and you all know… I write to you, not because you do not know the truth but because you know it and know that no lie is of the truth.” That is why my father the priest anointed my body 36 times, so I have become a Temple and a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 

· The Lord Himself added 15 years to Hezekiah’s life. Explain that the paste of figs in itself was not the cause of healing but it was only a means. 

Conclusion: 

· Prayer with contrition and confidence pleases God. 

· Confidence in God makes the simple tools very strong. 

· The pure heart sees the Lord and understands His purpose. Isaiah the prophet is a blessed model of this. 

Applications: 

· If you see a sick man in your house, or when you visit someone in the street or anywhere, raise your heart with prayer for him, so that you will hear the Lord’s words, “I have heard your prayers.”
· Say whether these statements are right or wrong: 

· Isaiah was a great king. 

· Hezekiah was an evil king. 

· The paste made of figs healed the dangerous disease with the Power of God. 

· Memorize the seven Sacraments of the church. 

· Search about the Sacrament of Chrism (Myron). 

Sermon:  
·  http://ekladious.info/Recordings/KingHezekiah.mp3 (Press Ctrl key and click on link)
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II Kings 19:20-37
	20
	Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, I have heard [thee].

	21
	This is the word that Jehovah hath spoken concerning him: The virgin daughter of Zion hath despised thee and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.

	22
	Whom hast thou defied and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice and lifted up thine eyes on high? [even] against the Holy One of Israel.

	23
	By thy messengers thou hast defied the Lord, and hast said, With the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the innermost parts of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir-trees thereof; and I will enter into his farthest lodging-place, the forest of his fruitful field.

	24
	I have dug and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet will I dry up all the rivers of Egypt.

	25
	Hast thou not heard how I have done it long ago, and formed it of ancient times? now have I brought it to pass, that it should be thine to lay waste fortified cities into ruinous heaps.

	26
	Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded; they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as grain blasted before it is grown up.

	27
	But I know thy sitting down, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy raging against me.

	28
	Because of thy raging against me, and because thine arrogance is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.

	29
	And this shall be the sign unto thee: Ye shall eat this year that which groweth of itself, and in the second year that which springeth of the same; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof.

	30
	And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward.

	31
	For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and out of mount Zion they that shall escape: the zeal of Jehovah shall perform this.

	32
	Therefore thus saith Jehovah concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come unto this city, nor shoot an arrow there, neither shall he come before it with shield, nor cast up a mound against it.

	33
	By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and he shall not come unto this city, saith Jehovah.

	34
	For I will defend this city to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.

	35
	And it came to pass that night that the angel of Jehovah went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when men arose early in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies.

	36
	So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.

	37
	And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land of Ararat. And Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead.


II Kings 20

	1
	In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith Jehovah, Set thy house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live.

	2
	Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto Jehovah, saying,

	3
	Remember now, O Jehovah, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

	4
	And it came to pass, before Isaiah was gone out into the middle part of the city, that the word of Jehovah came to him, saying,

	5
	Turn back, and say to Hezekiah the prince of my people, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee; on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of Jehovah.

	6
	And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David`s sake.

	7
	And Isaiah said, Take a cake of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.

	8
	And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that Jehovah will heal me, and that I shall go up unto the house of Jehovah the third day?

	9
	And Isaiah said, This shall be the sign unto thee from Jehovah, that Jehovah will do the thing that he hath spoken: shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or go back ten steps?

	10
	And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the shadow to decline ten steps: nay, but let the shadow return backward ten steps.

	11
	And Isaiah the prophet cried unto Jehovah; and he brought the shadow ten steps backward, by which it had gone down on the dial of Ahaz.

	12
	At that time Berodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah; for he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick.

	13
	And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and showed them all the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious oil, and the house of his armor, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah showed them not.

	14
	Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country, even from Babylon.

	15
	And he said, What have they seen in thy house? And Hezekiah answered, All that is in my house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not showed them.

	16
	And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of Jehovah.

	17
	Behold, the days come, that all that is in thy house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith Jehovah.

	18
	And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, whom thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.

	19
	Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of Jehovah which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, Is it not so, if peace and truth shall be in my days?

	20
	Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he made the pool, and the conduit, and brought water into the city, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

	21
	And Hezekiah slept with his fathers; and Manasseh his son reigned in his stead.







The Fourth Day of the Blessed Month of Misra

The Departure of Hezekiah the King

On this day, the righteous King Hezekiah son of Ahaz the King, departed. He was of the seed of David, of the tribe of Judah. After King David, There was no king appointed over the children of Israel like this righteous man. The other kings worshipped idols and built altars for idols. After becoming King, Hezekiah destroyed the idols and demolished their altars; therefore, God rewarded him for more than what he had done. 

In the fourteenth year of his kingdom, Sennacherib, King of Persia, came and besieged Jerusalem. He was a great and very powerful king, and all the other kings in his time were afraid of him. Hezekiah also feared him and sent him large sums of money, but Sennacherib was not satisfied. Instead, he threatened and intimidated Hezekiah, and he reviled, with his unclean tongue, God the Glorious and Most High, saying, "Do not be deceived by your God that you are depending on, praying, 'Do not deliver Jerusalem to the hands of King of Persia.'" Hezekiah wept, rent his garments, put on hair sackcloth, went into the House of the Lord and prayed saying, "O LORD, God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim. You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God. Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands and have cast their gods into the fire; for they were not gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone. Therefore they have destroyed them. Now therefore, O LORD our God, I pray, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the LORD God, You alone." (2 Kings 19:15-19) Then, King Hezekiah sent a letter to Isaiah the Prophet to inform him about what Sennacherib had said and asked him to pray for him. Isaiah answered and told him that God would strengthen his heart, and God will do to Sennacherib an act, the like of which has never been heard of in all the earth. That night, the angel of the Lord went forth and slew one hundred eighty-five thousand in the camp of the Assyrians; and when they arose early in the morning, behold, there were all dead bodies. The rest were overpowered and returned to their countries. When Sennacherib went to worship in the house of his gods, his sons slew him with the sword and killed him. (2 Kings 19:35-37) Thus Hezekiah escaped his hands and glorified God.


In those days, Hezekiah got sick and neared death. And Isaiah the Prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said, "Thus says the LORD: 'Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.'" Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall and prayed to the LORD. Then it happened, before Isaiah had gone out into the middle court, that the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "Return and tell Hezekiah: ‘I will add to your days fifteen years.’"  Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "What is the sign that the LORD will heal me."  Isaiah said, “This is the sign to you from the LORD: the shadow of the sun will be brought ten degrees backward.” (2 Kings 20:1-11)


All the kings feared Hezekiah and brought tribute to him because they knew that God was with him. King Hezekiah reigned for twenty-nine years, and all the days of his life were fifty-four years; then he departed in peace. His prayer, which he uttered through the Holy Spirit when he was healed of his sickness, is written in the book of Isaiah (38:10-20).

May his prayers be with us. Amen.



Supplemental Notes( on

Prayer: King Hezekiah 
1. King Hezekiah’s trust in the Lord was demonstrated in his habit of prayer, and his prayers were answered favorably.
2. In verse 20:2, King Hezekiah turned his face to the wall for private communion with God.
3. King Hezekiah’s prayer was able to change God’s will concerning his life span!  Notice how prophet Isaiah had to return in order to announce a different verdict for a similar change of mind on God’s part.
4. The Lord, with a view to mercy and kindness, chose to break His own word and to extend the life of the one praying by fifteen years beyond the appointed time of his death rather than show Himself inexorable because of an inflexible decree. (St. John Cassian)

5. Would you know the power of repentance? Would you understand this strong weapon of salvation and the might of confession? By confession Hezekiah routed 185,000 of the enemy. That was important, but it was little compared with what shall be told. The same king’s repentance won the repeal of the sentence God had passed on him… He whom the prophet’s sentence had forbidden to hope was granted fifteen further years of life, the sun turning back its course in witness thereof. (St. Cyril of Jerusalem)

6. Turn and lament, shut your door, and beg for pardon, that God may remove from the scorching flames. For confession has the power to quench even fire; it can tame even lions. (St. Cyril of Jerusalem)

7. Origen gives many examples on the power of prayer; among them is the following:

· And Hezekiah, being still childless and having learned from Isaiah that he was about to die, prayed and was included in the genealogy of the Savior (Matt. 1:9-10; 2Kings 20:1ff; Isaiah 38:1ff)
8. Nothing is more pleasurable than a sound conscience and a good hope. Hezekiah, when he was sick, called not to mind sumptuous feasting or glory or royalty but righteousness. For “remember,” he said, “how I walked before you in an upright way.” (St. John Chrysostom)
9. Hezekiah’s prayer reveals that he had lived a perfect life and had no need to repent of anything before coming to meet death. The king’s recovery was an exceptional act due to his exemplary life, and so was the deliverance of Jerusalem in 701 B.C.
10. Both deliverances are based in large part on Hezekiah’s practical faith in God.
11. When God says, “I will deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria” (verse6), He connects the recovery of the king with the deliverance of the city because both are related.
12. The vine, and that not in a few places, refers to the Lord Himself, and fig tree to the Holy Spirit, as the Lord makes glad the hearts of people and heals them… “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance;” which, on account of their great pleasantness the prophet calls figs. Micah also says, “They shall sit everyone under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid.” Now it is certain that those who have taken refuge and rested under the Spirit and under the shadow of the Word shall not be alarmed or frightened by him who troubles the hearts of humankind. (Methodius)
13. A patient who relies only on medicine, denies himself the ability of God to heal him, just like King Asa, of Judah: “Asa became diseased and his malady was very severe, yet in his disease, he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians” (2 Chronicles 16:12-13). This was contrary to the good King Hezekiah who was close to death and prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly until the Lord sent Isaiah the prophet to him, saying, “Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father, I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears, surely I will heal you. On the third day, you shall go up to the house of the Lord. And I will add to your days fifteen years” (2 Kings 20:1-6).
14. Most of the medicines used by doctors are herbs and plants of the earth produced by God for human benefit, as the Psalmist says, “Who makes grass to grow on the mountains. He gives the beast its food and to the young ravens that cry” (Psalm 147:7). When Hezekiah, King of Judah, was recovering, the Lord ordered him to use natural remedies: “Let them take a lump of figs and apply it as a poultice on the boil, and he shall recover.” (Isaiah 38:21) The boil was the ulcer that King Hezekiah was recovering from.
15. The use of simple aids for healing is not contradictory to the belief that God is responsible for the recovery.
16. The king was probably observing the sun’s shadow stretching out in the late afternoon, and the sign to be given to him (verse 9) was connected with the movement of the shadow, either forwards or backwards.
17. One of the remarkable features of the Bible is that it does not gloss over the faults of its best heroes and heroines.  In verses 20:12-15, it gives an account of the foolishness of Hezekiah in showing everything in his house to the Babylonian envoys.
18. Hezekiah showed God’s treasure to the Assyrians, who ought never to have seen what they were sure to covet. The consequence was that Judea was torn by continual wars and that the very first things carried away to Babylon were these vessels of the Lord. We find Belshazzar at his feast and among his concubines (vice always glories in defiling what is noble) drinking out of these sacred cups. (St. Jerome)
19. And assuredly no gold or silver vessel was ever so dear to God as is the temple of a virgin’s body. The shadow went before, but now the reality has come. (St. Jerome)
20. When King Hezekiah referred to the word of God spoken by Isaiah as “good” (verse 19), he did not mean that it was a favorable oracle; he rather conceded that, even if adverse in its message, it is reliable.
21. Surely the just Hezekiah did not rejoice that the disaster of the captivity had fallen on his children, but he could not oppose the will of the Lord, and so he received the Lord’s commands with patience like a humble servant. Thus it happens that one could judge that merit and virtue could be evident even in captivity. For Jeremiah was not less happy in captivity, not Daniel, nor Ezra, nor were Ananias and Azariah and Misael less happy that if they had not fallen into captivity. They entered into captivity in such a way that they brought to their people both present consolations in captivity and the hope of escaping from it. (St. Ambrose)
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Name: _____________________________________

First                                              Last                                     .             
Prayer: King Hezekiah 
Read: II Kings 19 & 20
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· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally (forwards or backwards):
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King _______________ was a righteous king; he destroyed the altars that were built for ___________ and repaired the House of the Lord.
2. The king always consulted prophet _____________ for advice from the Lord.
3. The Lord delivered him and his city from the hand of the king of ______________.
4. The __________ of the Lord killed 185,000 of his enemies in one night as they were blockading the city of ________________.
5. The king fell ill and came close to the end of his __________.
6. The Lord heard King Hezekiah’s ____________ and added ______________ years to his life.
7. The Lord healed King Hezekiah’s ulcers with a lump of _________.
8. As a sign for healing him, the Lord ordered the _______________ to go backwards ________ degrees.
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I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will heal you.


2 Kings 20:5








( Extracted from the following references:


The Sacrament of Unction of the Sick, by Bishop Mattaeos, Abbot of El-Syrian Monastery


The School of Alexandria: Origen (Book 2), by Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, COEPA, 1995, page 779


Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (Old Testament V), by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Marco Conti, 2008, InterVarsity Press


The Nelson Study Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers,1997


The New Century Bible Commentary (1 and 2 Kings), by G.H. Jones, Marshall, Morgan, & Scott, 1984
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