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The Coptic New Year: St. John the Baptist 
Objective: 
· To learn Christian courage 

Memory Verse: 

“Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man.” (Mark 6:20) 
References: 

· Luke 1 

· John 3 

· Matthew 1,14 

· “John the Baptist,” translated by Fr. Marcos Daoud 

· “John the Baptist,” by Kamel Saleh Nakhla 

Introduction: 

· Sing the following hymn: “Come on all you saints, come on...To the heavenly Jerusalem”
· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Prepare the following visual aid: A picture of St. John the Baptist carrying his head on a plate. 

Lesson Outlines: 


Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous people. They lived good lives in God’s sight. They prayed to the Lord that He might give them a son. They were very old. Zechariah was a priest (talk about his clothes, his work, the rituals in the temple, hymns, psalms, sacrifices, prayers and confession of sins). He always prayed. One day, he was doing his work as a priest in the Temple when an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar (Describe the angel and the surprise). They spoke together (Start a lively conversation from the Bible). Crowds of people were outside praying; they were surprised to see him taking a long time. They kept silent and looked to one another and wondered, “Why is he late? Is he dead?” Later, he came out and they asked him. He made signs to them with his hands. He had seen a vision. They all waited to see the meaning of that vision and the mystery of that wonderful, expected baby (Questions). 


Days passed. Old Elizabeth gave birth to a baby boy. All the people were surprised; they were happy. The neighbors came to congratulate her. What will his name be? They asked his mother and she said, “John.” They refused that name; it did not appeal to them. They asked Zechariah and he wrote, saying, “John.” They were amazed. He spoke again. Their joy doubled. Zechariah spoke about the child. He is an angel sent by the Lord, before His Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ, to pave the way for Him and bring happiness, joy and repentance. The boy grew up, but Herod desired to kill him. An angel took the boy to the wilderness to live with the angels (Questions). 


He grew up and was now thirty years old. People were sitting by the bank of the River Jordan. “This man has a leather girdle around his waist. Who is he? A stranger! Who are you?” “I am a voice crying out in the wilderness,” St. John said. They knew he was the Baptist and that he was to come before Christ. They all gathered to listen to him; his words were like fire. He reproached people for their sins. They all wept. Merchants, soldiers and officials asked him, “What must we do?” and he guided them. He who confessed his sins and repented was baptized in the Jordan. He said to the people, “Christ will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Questions) 


One day, the Lord Jesus came; St. John saw him and said, “This is the Lamb of God. This is the Son of God.” People were happy to see Christ. Christ was baptized (Describe the voice and the dove). Jesus went to the wilderness and fasted for 40 days. The king heard of St. John. He called him and listened to him. He feared him because he was a holy man. St. John warned him and drew his attention to his sin, marrying his brother’s wife (Herodias) while his brother was still alive. She was a wicked woman who encouraged the king to do evil, and she hated St. John because he used to warn him saying, “This is not lawful.” One day, during the king’s birthday party, her daughter danced. The king was drunk and made a promise to give her anything she would ask. She asked her mother about what she should say, and Herodias told her to ask for St. John’s head. He then ordered the beheading of St. John, and St. John went up to heaven. The witness that Christ bore of him is enough: “Among those born of women, there was raised no one greater than John the Baptist.” 

Conclusion: 

· The Baptist was a model of Christian modesty, so the Lord praised him saying, “Among those born of women, there was raised no one greater than John the Baptist.”
· The Baptist was holy and righteous, so Herod was afraid of him. Modesty and holiness are the ways of greatness. 

· The Baptist bore witness to the truth without showing anger, without defaming others or injuring their feelings. He spoke to the king and gently reproached him with love because he wanted to rescue him. He was ready to die for others. 

Applications: 

· Be brave. If you are asked to bear witness, say the truth regardless of the consequences. 

· Rearrange the following words: holy - man - and - a righteous - was - that - he - knowing - feared - Herod - St. John. 

· Complete: `Herod…… St. John …… as Herodias’ daughter …… on a plate. 





The Second Day of the Blessed Month of Tute

On this day, the forerunner and great prophet, St. John the Baptist, son of Zacharias the priest, was martyred by the order of King Herod. When St. John rebuked Herod because of Herodias, the wife of his brother Phillip whom he had taken as a wife, he said to him, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." (Mark 6:18) Herod seized the Saint and cast him into prison; however, he feared John.


An opportune day came when Herod, on his birthday, gave a feast for his nobles, the high officers and the chief men of Galilee. And when Herodias' daughter herself came in and danced and pleased Herod, he promised her anything she might ask for, even as much as half of his kingdom.


She went to her mother and asked her, "What shall I ask?" Her mother said, "Ask for the head of John the Baptist on a platter." When Herod heard this, he was exceedingly sorry. But because of his promise and those who were sitting with him, he did not want to refuse her request. He therefore commanded his servants to cut off the head of Saint John, and they gave it to the damsel and the damsel gave it to her mother. (Mark 6:20-28) There was great consternation that day, and their joy soon turned into sorrow.


It was said that when the holy head of St. John was cut off, it flew up off their hands into the air, and it cried out saying, "It is not right for you to take your brother's wife." It is also said that the head now is present at Homs in Syria.


Concerning the holy body, the disciples of St. John took it and laid it in a grave until the days of Pope Athanasius, when God willed to uncover his body.

His blessings be with us all. Amen.
 


THE BAPTIST'S GREATNESS(

People certified the greatness of many, but their testimony was either fictitious and false, or ignorant, or complimentary. But God Himself and His angel attested of the greatness of John the Baptist. The angel of the Lord announced his birth to Zechariah his father: "For he will be great in the sight of the Lord." (Luke 1:15) This expression is very astonishing: to be "great in the sight of the Lord," before whom every human stands, feeling his insignificance, as father Abraham said, "Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord." (Gen 18:27) The expression "great in the sight of the Lord" does not imply the Lord’s own feeling of his greatness, but it means that the Lord has given him greatness to stand before Him. Thus, greatness had been united with John before his birth, as the Lord testified.


Great works have been said about this great prophet; among them is that “he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord,” “and many will rejoice at his birth." (Luke 1: 16-17, 14)


In all this, we ask the angel who announced his birth about the secret of this wonderful greatness, and he replies saying that "He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb." (Luke 1:15) Verily, this is the secret of John's greatness. We have heard in the Holy Bible that the Holy Spirit came upon many people: the Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson (Judges 13:15), upon Saul (1 Sam. 10: 10-11), upon David (1 Sam. 16:13) and upon many prophets. But we absolutely did not hear about anybody that “He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.” We note here the expression "filled with the Holy Spirit” and not only the coming of the Holy Spirit upon him. This matter is special to John the Baptist and to nobody before him.


But perhaps we ask: When was John the Baptist filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb? The answer is in the word of the Lord: "And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary that the babe leaped in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit." (Luke 1:41) Then Elizabeth "spoke with a loud voice and said" to the holy Virgin Mary, "For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy." (Luke 1:44) At this moment, the moment of the greeting of Mary the mother of God, John was filled with the Holy Spirit while he was in the womb of his mother.


By the Spirit, the babe (in Elizabeth's womb) felt the divine babe in the holy Virgin's womb, rejoiced because of Him, and it was as if he ran to meet Him!! It was said that he leaped for joy, as the Lord said to the Jews, "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." (John 8:56) What is astonishing is that Elizabeth felt that her babe leaped for joy in her womb. It is possible for her to feel such a movement.

But I remained perplexed for sometime before the expression "for joy.” I was perplexed because of two things. The first is the joy of the babe. The feeling of a babe in his mother's womb! The second is the mother's feeling that the movement of her babe inside her is a movement of joy!! It is undoubtedly a gift from the Spirit because it was said about Elizabeth in that moment that she "was filled with the Holy Spirit." (Luke 1:41) This revelation can be a gift of the Spirit, and here my perplexity ends. 


It was not only the angel of the Lord who testified of the greatness of John, but more than that, the Lord of glory Himself testified when He said, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you and more than a prophet. For this is he of whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger before your face, who will prepare Your way before You. Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist.’” (Matt. 11:7 -11)


The Scriptures also said about him that he is an angel: "Behold, I send My messenger before Your face." (Mark 1:2) The Lord Christ Himself certified this surname (Matt. 11:10). This prophecy was mentioned about him in the book of the prophet Malachi: "Behold, I send My messenger." (Mal 3:1) John was also a priest among the sons of Aaron, a son of the prophet Zachariah.


The greatest matter in the life of John is that he baptized the Lord Christ, glory be to Him. The Lord Christ came to him to be baptized by him like other people. John accomplished the baptism of Christ out of obedience; he deserved to see the Holy Spirit in the likeness of a dove and to hear the voice of the Father saying, "This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (Matt. 3:16-17) Thus, he enjoyed the Holy Trinity both spiritually and sensationally.


God rather guided John to Himself before baptism. Saint John the Baptist said about that, "I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me: ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.’" (John 1: 33-34)


The greatness of John the Baptist appears when he accomplished his great mission in a short time, perhaps six months or a little longer. These six months are the difference between his age and the corporal age of the Lord Christ, according to what archangel Gabriel said in his annunciation to the holy Virgin of the Holy conception: "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren." (Luke 1:36) Both Christ and the Baptist began their ministry at the age of thirty. John served during these six months. And when Christ appeared, he began to be concealed from view. In this short period, that saint was able to lead many people to repentance, to testify with a strong testimony about the Lord, and to prepare the way before Christ. He presented to the whole world a practical example of the fact that: the strength of service is not in its length but in its deepness, in the amount of its efficiency, in the amount of its influence, and in its fruit.


Does it not astonish you that the Lord does not allow many of the useful servants serve for a long time?! It is enough that they have presented an excellent sample of service and righteousness. They have presented an example to be followed. The Lord was satisfied with what they had presented, and He let them go in peace. John presented an excellent example of serious service and profound spiritualities which were agreeable to God, and He let him go in peace. 


The greatness of John is distinguished when he lived in his perfection in spite of the darkness of his generation. It was a wicked age. Its spiritual leaders were the most wicked in that age, like the priests and the chiefs of the Jews, the Scribes, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees. During that age, or sometime before, there rose up some lying teachers like Theudas and Judas of Galilee about whom Gamaliel spoke, and they drew away many people after them (Acts 5: 36-37). But Saint John was not harmed by the corruption of his generation, but rather on the contrary, he was a blessing for his generation and a cause of repentance and good conduct.


John was also great because he was the son of the mountains, who was brought up in the life of abnegation and ascetism. He lived all his life in the deserts "till the day of his manifestation to Israel,” growing and becoming "strong in spirit." (Luke 1:80) He lived as an ascetic and did not "drink neither wine nor strong drink" (Luke 1:15); he was "clothed with camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey." (Mark 1:6) In the desert, he learned prayer and meditation, he learned courage and lack of fear, and also firmness and faith; he learned the strength which comes from abnegation. God prepared him in the desert, as He prepared the holy Virgin in the temple.


He grew up courageous, not fearing any human being; fit for being the author of a mission. He told the truth in all strength and did not care about the consequences. King Herod sinned, and nobody had the courage to rebuke him or to confront him with the truth, except John the Baptist. He was the only one who said to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have her." (Matt. 14:4) The king threw him into prison, but he did not care. An ascetic like him, who had relinquished everything, does not dread prison, even if his service is delayed. His thoughts during that time were: If God wills that he serves, then he will serve. And if God does not will, let His will be done. The important matter is to testify to the truth.


And it happened that John the Baptist was beheaded. But this voice which cried aloud in the desert remained sounding in Herod's ear, disturbing his conscience, his thoughts, his sleep, his awakening, and saying to him at every moment, “It is not lawful for you.” The voice of John did not die with the death of John. Herod feared John, even after his death. When he was informed about the strong predication and the miracles of Christ, Herod said to his servants, "This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in him." (Matt. 14:2) John treated Herod like others; he testified of the truth to him because Herod was in need of this testimony. He resembled the prophet Elijah when he blamed the king. Elijah rebuked King Ahab for his worship of the idols (1 Kings 18: 17-18); and he was exposed, because of that, to the anger of his wife Jezebel who threatened to kill him. John the Baptist rebuked King Herod, and he was exposed, because of that, to the anger of Herodia whom Herod wanted to marry and who later became the cause of John’s murder (Matt. 14: 6 -11). 


Thus John walked "in the spirit and power of Elijah." (Luke 1:17) He called the people and said to them, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" (Matt. 3:2) He was strong in his mission. He rebuked, criticized, and censured; people accepted his criticism with an open heart. The Scriptures say about that, "But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’" (Matt. 3: 7-10)

JOHN THE BAPTIST'S ICON


John the Baptist's icon is the icon of the Baptism of Christ. But there are some who write an icon of John the Baptist as an angel with two wings and carrying his head on a plate in his hand. They do that in consideration of the word of the Scriptures about him that he is the angel who prepares the way before the Lord (Mal.3:1 & Mark 1:2). And he really is so. As for carrying his head on a plate in his hand, that is true because the martyrs carry their sufferings. But this is a meditative icon and not a ritual icon.


It is supposed that icons which are placed inside the Churches must be ritual icons. Therefore I refused to consecrate an icon like this in some Churches in the countries of emigration. Why? The greatness of John the Baptist is not because he was called an angel. For all the pastors of Churches have been called angels, and likewise the Lord gave this surname to all the seven Churches in Asia (Rev. 1:20 & Rev. 2:3).


The greatness of John the Baptist is also not because he is a martyr carrying his sufferings, for there are tens of thousands and rather millions of martyrs in the Church. But his real greatness is that he baptized Christ, the matter by which he was distinguished from among the rest of the saints; therefore, he was surnamed the Baptist. Hence, the Church does not call him the angel John, or John the martyr, or the prophet John, but the Church calls him John the Baptist.


The ritual icon which represents him inside the Church is his image baptizing Christ. Likewise, his baptism of Christ is a Lord’s feast which the Church celebrates. The father priests raise incense before this icon of the baptism, and they say whenever they go out of the sanctuary with incense, "Hail to you, O John son of Zacharias, the priest and son of a priest.”


There is no other saint like him, whom the Church salutes in every raising of incense, at evening and morning, and in every Liturgy.

HIS BAPTISM OF CHRIST


The greatest act of John the Baptist is his baptism of the Lord Christ. Here we see two great events of humility. The first is the coming of Christ to be baptized by His servant John. The second is that great prophet saying to the Lord, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?" (Matt. 3:14) "I also am a sinner, in need of the baptism of repentance. I am a teacher before these people, but before You, I am a disciple. Before them, I am a prophet and an angel, but before You, I am dust and ashes. I am a priest before them, but You are the source of my priesthood and every priesthood."


All the greatness that surrounded John, and all the tremendous popularity which he had, did not make him forget the insignificance of himself before Christ. He did like his mother Elizabeth when she said to the holy Virgin, "But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" (Luke 1:43) John said to the Lord, "I need to be baptized by You.” And the Lord did not say to him that he did not need, but He said, "Permit it to be so now," (Matt. 3:15) which is an astonishing expression from the mouth of the Lord addressed to one of his servants. He said to him, tenderly and gently, "I do not command you, but I ask for your permission; I ask for your agreement in order ‘to fulfill all righteousness.’"

NOTE


The Baptist was successful in his service. "Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins." (Matt. 3:5) Naturally, the only One who did not confess sins, when He presented Himself for baptism, was Christ because He had absolutely no sins to confess.


When John saw the crowds increasing around him, he transferred their attention from him to Christ, meaning, "not I.” He made all efforts to hide himself so that Christ appears. This is the most distinguished virtue and the most profound work of this saint. He said to the people, "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire." (Matt. 3:11) As he attracted them to another baptism which is greater than his baptism, so also he attracted them the more to the author of this baptism, saying that He is stronger, greater and more ancient than him. He said, "There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose." (Mark 1:7) "After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me." (John 1:30) "I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before Him." (Matt. 3:28)


The Baptist did not say all that as mere words of humility, or that he degraded his level before the people. The true humility, as the saints say, is that man knows himself. And John, in his humble words, knew exactly who he was and who Christ was. He spoke out of truthfulness and out of humility. He was the greatest “among those born of women.” But he, and all those born of women, are all mere servants before Christ; even the angels, as the apostle says: “But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all the angels of God worship Him.’” (Heb. 1:6)


This saint did not seek his own glory, but he sought the kingdom of Christ. He understood that "He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light," (John 1:8) "that all through Him might believe." (John 1:7) He knew that he was simply a predecessor before the coming King; his work was to prepare the way for the King. John was able to maintain his mission and not trespass over his limits.


For him, selfishness was dead, and Christ was all in all. That is a lesson to the servants who build themselves at the account of service, or to them who consider service as a simple field where they can manifest themselves!! The most marvelous word that exhibits John's service is his word about Christ: "He must increase, but I must decrease." (John 3:30) He also said about Him, "He who comes from above is above all. He who comes from heaven is above all." (John 3:31) Thereby, he indicates the divinity of Christ because He came from heaven; therefore He is above all, including above John also. Hence, when the predication of Christ had begun and started to sway the atmosphere of service, John rejoiced and was glad (John 3:29). He said, "Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice." “As for me, I am merely the friend of the Bridegroom; I look from afar and rejoice.” 


Thus he rendered the groom to the bridegroom. 
He rendered to Him the Church which he had prepared for Him through repentance, and he also rendered to Him his disciples; he joyfully withdrew from the field, releasing the leadership to the Lord. 


Nevertheless, while John humbled himself, he was raised up. According to the word of the Lord Christ, "Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." (Matt. 23:12) When John humbled himself and said, "I must decrease,” the Lord exalted him and made him the greatest among those born of women. Of course he meant the greatest among "men" or "prophets" born of women because the holy Virgin Mary, who is among those born of women, is undoubtedly greater than him.

 

St. John the Baptist(
(Abbreviated Story for Kids)

I. His Special Birth

a. Angel Gabriel’s Announcement:
1. The lot fell on Zacharias to burn incense.

2. His prayer is heard.

b. Zacharias asks for a sign.
1. Zacharias questions the angel.

2. He remains mute till the miracle occurs.

3. He tongue is loosened when John is circumcised.

II. Jesus Christ is Baptized

a. John’s Baptism of Repentance:
1. He was clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt.

2. He ate locust and wild honey in the wilderness.

3. People asked him who he was; (recite the verse).

b. Theophany: Manifestation of the Holy Trinity

1. Did Jesus need Baptism?

2. John first encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ 

III. John’s Martyrdom: 2 Tout

a. John is put in prison for his constant censure of Herod’s unlawful marriage.

b. John is beheaded.

1. Salome dances at Herod’s birthday party.

2. She asks for John’s head on a plate as a reward.

3. His head flies off the plate and cries out, censuring Herod.

 

Come on All You Saints

Come on all you saints, come on

To the heavenly Jerusalem

Where there is eternal life

And we live in peace with our Savior
[image: image2.jpg]


Nairoez is the beginning of the year

When we remember our martyrs

Who defended faith without fear

Now they live in peace with our Savior
If Satan comes to divide us

The voice of the Lord will gather us

And His peace will be with us

And we live in peace with our Savior
Our fathers followed Jesus Christ

Fought the evil day and night

They received crowns of light

Where they live in peace with our Savior
 

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                 .
St. John the Baptist
[image: image3.jpg]


Memory Verse:

	Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man.

Mark 6:20


1. What was the sign given to Zacharias for believing God's message?

a. A big star in the sky

b. Being mute until it's fulfilled

c. Lightening and thunder

d. Being leprous until it’s fulfilled

e. No sign was given

2. Why was God late in answering Zacharias and Elizabeth’s prayers?

a. He did not care what time it was.

b. He was punishing Zacharias and Elizabeth for their sins.

c. They were not praying hard enough.

d. He had a divine plan for their son.

e. They were unfit for parenthood.

3. What’s the difference in age between Jesus Christ and John the Baptist? ________________

4. What was St. John’s mission on earth?

a. To prepare the way of the Lord

b. To turn the hearts of the children to the Father

c. To go before the Lord in the spirit & power of Elijah

d. To give knowledge of salvation to God’s people

e. All the above

5. John the Baptist was an ascetic who wore a garment of ___________ hair and a ___________ belt around his waist; he lived in the ________________ and ate _______________ and wild ________________.

6. Rearrange the following words:
Holy – man – and – a righteous – was – that – he- knowing – feared – Herod – St. John.

7. Herod _______________ St. John ________________ and Herodias’ daughter _____________ on a plate.[image: image1.emf] 

 





































































































( The Epiphany & St. John The Baptist, by H.H. Pope Shenouda III, Orthodox Coptic Clerical College, Cairo, Amba Rueiss, (Offset), The Cathedral, Abbassia, July 1999
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