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The Healing of Naaman 
Objective: 

· To learn the bad outcome of Greed. 

· Compare the outcome of Naaman’s obedience and Gehazi’s disobedience to Elisha.
Memory Verse: 

“Now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel.” (2Kings 5:15) 
References: 

· 2 Kings 5 

· “Explanation of the Second Book of Kings,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

· Arabic Life Application Bible 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Ask the students what the meaning of greed is and what the forms of greed are.
· Also ask them if they know any story about greed. 

· What do you know about the prophet Elisha? 

Lesson Outlines: 

Elisha was a great prophet with double the spirit of Elijah. God gave him many spiritual gifts, and he was able to perform many miracles. One day, there was a commander in the Syrian army; his name was Naaman. He was special in the eyes of the King of Syria because he won victories in battles for Syria. However, he was a leper. Do you know what the meaning of a leper is? Leprosy is a disease that changes the color of the skin and makes people disfigured and look ugly. 
Naaman’s wife had a young Israelite girl who was serving her. The girl told Naaman’s wife about the prophet Elisha and that he would be able to heal her master Naaman from his leprosy. Naaman’s wife told Naaman about what the captive Israelite girl said. So, Naaman went and asked the king to allow him to go and find Elisha in order to be healed. The king gave Naaman permission and a letter to take to the king of Israel. So, Naaman took the letter, expensive presents (10 talents of silver, 6000 shekels of gold and 10 changes of clothing) and some of his companion soldiers and went to the king of Israel. 

When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God to heal this man from leprosy?” But when Elisha heard what the king of Israel said, he sent and told him to bring Naaman. The king of Israel then directed Naaman to Elisha’s place. When Naaman reached Elisha’s place, he stood with his horses and chariots at the door of Elisha. Elisha sent him a messenger to tell him to go and wash himself in the Jordan River seven times. Naaman was upset that Elisha did not even come out to meet him; he said, “Are not the rivers of Damascus better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” But Naaman’s servants told him to listen to Elisha the prophet, especially because he was asking a simple thing from Naaman. So, Naaman did what Elisha told him, and he was healed from his leprosy. 
Naaman returned to Elisha and told him that his God is the only God in all the earth. Naaman also wanted to reward Elisha with the gifts he brought, but Elisha refused to accept any gifts. Naaman promised to give sacrifices to the Lord, and Elisha dismissed him in peace. But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, ran after Naaman and told him that after he had left, two of the sons of the prophets came, and the prophet Elisha wanted to give them a talent of silver and two garments of cloth. Of course, this was a lie from Gehazi because he was greedy and wanted to get some of the gifts that Naaman offered to Elisha. Naaman responded by giving Gehazi two talents of silver and two garments carried by his servants to Elisha’s house. When they got close to the house, Gehazi took the gifts from the hands of the servants and sent them away. 

Now Gehazi entered the house, and Elisha asked him, “Where did you go, Gehazi?” Gehazi answered and said, “Your servant did not go anywhere?” Notice that this is the second lie. See how one lie leads to another? (Warn the students about the consequences of lying.) Elisha was unhappy with Gehazi because he knew that he was lying. Elisha told Gehazi that he would become like Naaman, a leper, and this disease would pass on to his children too. Immediately Gehazi became a leper; his skin changed and became white. 

What do we learn from this lesson? 

· The consequences of greed are bad. 

· The outcome of Naaman’s obedience to Elisha was good; he was healed from his disease. 

· The outcome of Gehazi’s disobedience to Elisha was bad; he became a leper. 

Conclusion: 

· Greed is a hated sin; it always leads to the spiritual destruction of a person and may also lead to great losses in life. The Lord said, “Blessed is giving more than receiving”. 

· Obedience is also an important virtue with great blessings. Obedience to the parents, elders, church servants and above all to God is essential to grow in spirit and to receive God’s blessing. 

Applications: 

· Find another story about greed or obedience to tell it to the class next Sunday. 

· Share your things and games at home with your brothers, sisters and friends. 





II Kings 5

	1
	Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honorable, because by him Jehovah had given victory unto Syria: he was also a mighty man of valor, [but he was] a leper.

	2
	And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maiden; and she waited on Naaman`s wife.

	3
	And she said unto her mistress, Would that my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! then would he recover him of his leprosy.

	4
	And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maiden that is of the land of Israel.

	5
	And the king of Syria said, Go now, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand [pieces] of gold, and ten changes of raiment.

	6
	And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.

	7
	And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? but consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.

	8
	And it was so, when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.

	9
	So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariots, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.

	10
	And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

	11
	But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over the place, and recover the leper.

	12
	Are not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.

	13
	And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? How much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?

	14
	Then went he down, and dipped [himself] seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

	15
	And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him; and he said, Behold now, I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a present of thy servant.

	16
	But he said, As Jehovah liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused.

	17
	And Naaman said, If not, yet, I pray thee, let there be given to thy servant two mules` burden of earth; for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto Jehovah.

	18
	In this thing Jehovah pardon thy servant: when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, Jehovah pardon thy servant in this thing.

	19
	And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way.

	20
	But Gehazi the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my master hath spared this Naaman the Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he brought: as Jehovah liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him.

	21
	So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw one running after him, he alighted from the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well?

	22
	And he said, “All is well.” My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there are come to me from the hill-country of Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets; give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of raiment.

	23
	And Naaman said, Be pleased to take two talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of raiment, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare them before him.

	24
	And when he came to the hill, he took them from their hand, and bestowed them in the house; and he let the men go, and they departed.

	25
	But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither.

	26
	And he said unto him, Went not my heart [with thee], when the man turned from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards and vineyards, and sheep and oxen, and men-servants and maid-servants?

	27
	The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper [as white] as snow.








The Twentieth Day of the Blessed Month of Baounah

The Departure of Elisha, the Prophet


On this day, of the year 3195 of the world, the holy prophet Elisha departed. This prophet was born in one of the villages of Israel called Alamut. His father's name was Shaphat. Elisha was a servant to the holy prophet Elijah. When the Lord desired to take up Elijah the prophet into heaven, he went with him to the river Jordan. Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what I shall do for you before I be taken away from you." Elisha asked, "I pray you, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me," and it was as he asked. (2 Kings 2:1-18)


Elisha divided the river and passed through it. Then he went to Jericho and went up from there to Bethel.  As he was going up the road, some youths came from the city and mocked him saying, "Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!" So he turned around, looked at them, and pronounced a curse on them in the name of the LORD.  Then two female bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths. (2 Kings 2:23-24)


A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha saying, "Your servant my husband is dead, and the creditor is coming to take my two sons to be his slaves." So Elisha said to her, "What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?" And she said, "Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil." Then he said, "Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors - empty vessels; do not gather just a few." With his prayers, the Lord blessed the oil and all the vessels became full. The woman sold the oil and paid off her debt. (2 Kings 4:1-7) He also raised the son of the Shunammite woman from death.


When Naaman the Syrian came to him, he healed him from his leprosy. Naaman offered him much money and costly clothes, but he refused. Nevertheless, when his servant Gehazi took them for himself, the prophet knew that by the spirit. Elisha became angry and told him, "Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and your descendants forever."


Elisha had performed many signs and miracles. He prophesied for about fifty years. When Elisha died, they buried him. And the raiding bands from Moab invaded the land in the spring of the year.  So it was, as they were burying a man, a plundering band was seen, so they cast the man in the tomb of Elisha. When the body of the man touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, stood on his feet, and went back to his people. (2 Kings 13:20-21)

May his prayers be with us and Glory be to God forever. Amen.
 

Supplemental Notes( on

The Healing of Naaman 
1. Note that the military victories of Naaman were granted by the Lord (verse 1).  The Lord grants military victories as He pleases in order to discipline nations that have perverted their ways.
2. “Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his master because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram.” Some rely on these words to say that he was the one who had killed Ahab by striking him with an arrow shot by his own hand, when there was war between [Israel] and Aram. This favor was granted him by the Lord as a reward for killing the persecutor of the prophets and for enfeebling the power of Jezebel, [Ahab’s] wife, and for restraining her cruelty. And thanks to him, the disciples of Elijah had relief too, those whom the fear of Ahab and Jezebel had forced to flee into the desert and take refuge in some caves. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

3. Now a question rises: Why did Elisha prevent Naaman from seeing him and did not allow him to come into his house? In the first place, because he had served Ben-hadad in his wars. In fact, the prophet knew that the king of Aram had killed many children of Israel, and how Naaman had destroyed their lands and how his hands were stained with innocent blood, for he was the commander of the army and had received full authority over the Arameans. In the second place, because he was stopped by the corruption of leprosy. Elisha knew that the Law prescribed that no leper could be approached or touched. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)
4. Indeed, sin is the leprosy of the soul, which is not perceived by the senses, but intelligence has the proof of it, and human nature must be delivered from this disease by Christ’s power which is hidden in baptism. It was necessary that Naaman, in order to be purified from two diseases, that of the soul and that of the body, might represent in his own person the purification of all the nations through the bath of regeneration, whose beginning was in the river Jordan, the mother and originator of baptism. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

5. Christ is the Jordan:  (Origen of Alexandria)
Then Naaman becomes angry because he does not perceive that it is our Jordan, and not the prophet, that removes the uncleanness of those who are unclean because of leprosy and heals them. For the work of a prophet is to send one to that which heals. 
6. For placing the hand on leprosy and cleansing it was the work of my Lord Jesus alone. To the man who asked with faith, “If You will, You can make me clean,” He not only said “I will, be made clean,’ but in addition to the word that He spoke, He also touched him, and he was cleansed from leprosy. (Origen)
7. Since all diseases are a sort of bondage, the prophet necessarily fixed the healing at the seventh bath, in parallel with the fact that the Law, too, orders and promises freedom for the slave at the seventh year. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

8. See, brothers: Elisha sent Naaman to the river Jordan because Christ was to send the Gentiles to baptism. Moreover, the fact that Elisha did not touch Naaman himself or baptize him showed that Christ did not come to the Gentiles Himself but through His apostles to whom He said, “Go, and baptize all nations in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit.” Notice further that Naaman, who prefigured the Gentiles, recovered His health in the same river that later Christ consecrated by His baptism. (Caesarius of Arles)
9. Holy Elisha, as we said, typified our Lord and Savior, while Naaman prefigured the Gentiles. The fact that Naaman believed he would recover his health as the result of his own rivers indicates that the human race presumed on its free will and its own merits; but without the grace of Christ their own merits cannot possess health, although they can have leprosy. For this reason if the human race had not followed the example of Naaman and listened to the advice of Elisha, with humility receiving the gift of baptism through the grace of Christ, they could not be freed from the leprosy of the original and actual sins. “Wash seven times,” he said, because of the sevenfold grace of the Holy Spirit, which reposed in Christ our Lord. (Caesarius of Arles)
10. On fatherhood of Rank and Respect for Teachers:  (H.H. Pope Shenouda III)
As Naaman the Syrian got upset about washing in the river Jordan for healing, his servants came near and spoke to him, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do something great, would you not have done it?" (2 Kin. 5:13).  So they called him “father” because of his rank.
11. When Naaman descended into the river as a figure of baptism, “his flesh became like the flesh of a little child.” Notice, beloved brothers, that this likeness was perfected in the Christian people, for you know that all who are baptized are still called infants, whether they are old or young… Therefore, just as Naaman, although he was an old man, became like a boy by washing seven times, so the Gentiles, although old by reason of their former sins and covered with the many spots of iniquity as with leprosy, are renewed by the grace of baptism in such a way that no leprosy of either original or actual sin remains in them. (Caesarius of Arles)
12. On the question of whether baptismal water have power to cleanse away sins: (H.H. Pope Shenouda III)
This question reminds me of the rage of Naaman the Syrian when Elisha asked him to wash in the Jordan to be cleansed. He could not believe that the matter was as simple as just washing in water, especially as he had better rivers in Damascus than those in Israel (2Kin.5: 10-12). But when he obeyed and washed, he was cleansed by his belief.

13. The prophet ordered Naaman to wash in the River Jordan in which John the Baptist was to baptize later (Matt.3: 6). Shall we be like Naaman and think it too much for water to have these effects? God gives grace in the way He wishes. The grace in this case was not in the water of the River Jordan itself but in the power to cleanse which God endowed upon that water. The same is said about baptismal water.  (H.H. Pope Shenouda III)
14. Symbolism of Numbers: (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
The number seven is used in the Old Testament as a symbol of perfection. Naaman was commanded to bathe seven times in the Jordan as a prelude to his complete restoration to health.

15. Naaman the Aramean asked for some dust from the Promised Land in order to cause the shame of Israel, as I think, so that they might be ashamed that a stranger believed that even the dust of their land was filled with God, while the Hebrews did not even believe that God dwells in the prophets.  (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

16. When Gehazi asked Naaman for a talent of silver, he was given two talents.  A talent was an enormous amount of silver – equal to 3,000 shekels, or about 70 pounds.  Therefore, the two young men were carrying a heavy load.
17. Gehazi was a covetous man to the bottom of his heart. He had pretended to reject his hidden greed but saw, through the betrayal of his mouth, what his soul was trying to hide. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

18. Gehazi’s greed for materials caused him to lie to Naaman; since he had lied to Naaman, now he must also lie to Elisha. One sin leads to another until the person is destroyed.
19. “Where do you come from?” he said to Gehazi. He said this on purpose, so that the justice of the judgment passed on his sin might be evident. If Gehazi repented and swore, he would have been forgiven; but if he denied that he had secretly received money, the leprosy of Naaman would cover him conspicuously. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

20. On the greatness, knowledge and ministry of the Saints:  (H.H. Pope Shenouda III)
a. While Elisha was still on earth, he perceived what Gehazi did in secret when he accepted the gifts from Naaman the Syrian (2Kin.5:25-27).  If the Prophet knew that much while he was still in the flesh, how much more would the Lord reveal to him in heaven!  

b. Therefore, the Saints have knowledge and have a message for the people. Their life, which started on earth, did not end with their departure to heaven. We ask them to intervene more than we ask those who are still striving on earth, like ourselves, and have not yet departed.

21. On God's Mercy and Justice:  (H.H. Pope Shenouda III)
a. When Naaman was healed from his leprosy, Elisha made the leprosy of Naaman cling to Gehazi, “and he went out from his presence leprous, as white as now” (2 Kin 5:14-27). We should then beware of God's severity because of our sins.
b. God is just in His mercy, and merciful in His justice. His justice is merciful and His mercy is just. His justice is filled with mercy and His mercy is filled with justice. We cannot separate His mercy from His justice.

NAME: ____________________________
first                                       last                                                    .
The Healing of Naaman
Read: II Kings chapter 5

Verse to memorize: 

	Now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel.

2Kings 5:15


1. Elisha's servant was __________________ and he loved ___________.   

2. The love of money made _______________ die as a leper.

3. Naaman the Syrian was cured of _______________ when he washed ________ times in the Jordan.

4.  Kids who refuse to share with their brothers and sisters are
        a) Smart        b) Loving        c) Greedy        d) Selfish        e) c&d

5.  Gehazi's greed caused him to
a) Lie to Naaman
b) Lie to Elisha
c) Be unloving to the two young men
d) All the above

6.  Since we receive from God ____________, we must also ___________ freely.

7.  What caused Naaman to believe on the Lord?

[image: image2.png]N\

e N\
Sl




  
  

 

 

 
 [image: image1.emf] 

 





































































































( References used:


Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, Old Testament V, by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Marco Conti, InterVarsity Press, 2008


The Christian Orthodox e-Reference Library, COePA, The Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions 


The Nelson Study Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers,1997








1

