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St. Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer 

Objective: 

· To appreciate God’s care for the gentiles 

· To learn the importance of guidance in explanations of the Holy Books 

· To know the importance of baptism for the believers 

Memory Verse: 

“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” (Acts 8:37) 
References: 

· The New Open Bible - Acts 8: 26-40 

· The Arabic applied explanation of the Bible 

· “Explanation of the Book of Acts,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Who are the gentiles? Explain to the students. 

· What do you do when you read something in the Bible and you do not understand it? 

· How frequent do we read the Bible? What is the importance of reading the Bible? 

Lesson Outlines: 

St. Philip was one of the disciples preaching Jesus Christ in cities around Jerusalem after the resurrection and the Pentecost. After he preached in Samaria, the angel of the Lord appeared to him and told him to go down the road joining Jerusalem and Gaza. St. Philip followed what the angel told him and went to where he was told. There, he met with an Ethiopian man who was the treasurer for the Ethiopian queen. He was also a man of a great authority. This Ethiopian treasurer came to Jerusalem to worship. St. Philip was lead by the Holy Spirit to go and meet this Ethiopian man. When St. Philip approached him, he found him reading from the book of Isaiah (Ask the students what they know about the book of Isaiah. Give them a brief description of the book). 

The Ethiopian treasurer was reading the following verses: “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was stricken” (Isaiah 53:7-8). 

St. Philip asked the Ethiopian man if he understood what he was reading. The man asked how he can understand without someone explaining to him. St. Philip was immediately ready to tell him about Jesus Christ who was crucified and resurrected for our sake. The Ethiopian man believed in the Lord through the words of St. Philip. 

As they were going down the road, they came across some water. The Ethiopian treasurer then asked St. Philip to baptize him. St. Philip wanted to confirm that he believed in Jesus Christ before being baptized. The man answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 8:37). St. Philip immediately took him down to the water and baptized him. 

When they came out from the water, the spirit caught St. Philip to another city called Azotus, where he continued to preach. The Ethiopian treasurer saw him no more, but he rejoiced and was very happy to be a Christian. 

Review Questions: 

· What was the job of the Ethiopian man? 

· What was he reading?

· How did St. Philip find him?

· What did they do after he believed? 

· What do we learn from this lesson?
Conclusion: 

· We must believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God and is our Savior, and that baptism is essential for us to inherit the kingdom of heaven and to be with our Lord Jesus Christ eternally. 

· The Lord cared about everyone, Jews and gentiles. He wanted to spread the good news to all and therefore, the Holy Spirit guided St. Philip to preach to a gentile. 

· Notice how St. Philip was ready to tell the Ethiopian man about Jesus Christ immediately. We should also be ready to tell others about our belief and religion anytime we are asked. 

· Also notice how important it is to seek guidance from spiritual individuals to understand the Bible. 

Applications: 

· Choose a trusted servant or a priest to help you understand unclear things in the Bible. 

· Read the book of acts this month, one chapter every day. The servant should run a quick discussion about what was read every week with the students. 

· Write a short 2 or 3 page project about Baptism. 





Acts 8:26-40

	26
	Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert.

	27
	So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship,

	28
	was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet.

	29
	Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near and overtake this chariot."

	30
	So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?"

	31
	And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.

	32
	The place in the Scripture which he read was this: "He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His mouth.

	33
	In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth."

	34
	So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?"

	35
	Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.

	36
	Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?"

	37
	Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."

	38
	So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.

	39
	Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.

	40
	But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.







The Fourteenth Day of the Blessed Month of Babah

The Departure of St. Philip, One of the Seven Deacons


On this day, St. Philip, one of the Seven Deacons, departed. He was from Caesarea, Palestine.


When the Lord Christ, to Him is the glory, went through this area, this saint heard Him teaching and followed Him immediately. When the Lord chose the 70 Disciples and sent them forth to preach and heal the sick, this disciple was one of them. The Twelve Apostles chose him as one of the Seven Deacons appointed to serve.


This Apostle preached in the cities of Samaria and baptized its people. He also baptized Simon the magician who perished when he tried to buy the gift of the Holy Spirit with money.


One day the angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, "Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." He rose and went and beheld a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace, the Queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury and had come to Jerusalem to worship. As he was returning and sitting in his chariot, he was reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. Then the spirit said to Philip, "Go near and join this chariot."  So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophecy of Isaiah and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?"  And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. The place in the scripture which he read was this: "He was led as a sheep to the slaughter. And, as a lamb before its shearer is silent so He opened not his mouth. In His humiliation His justice was taken away. And who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth."


So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of who does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?" Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this scripture, preached Jesus to him. Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water; What hinders me from being baptized?" Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."


So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.


But Philip was found at Azotus and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea. (Acts 8:26-40)


He went around the countries of Asia and preached the living Gospel there. He had four daughters who preached the word of God with him. He brought many of the Jews, the Samaritans and others to the faith, and departed in peace.

His prayers be with us and Glory be to our God, forever. Amen.



Supplemental Notes( on

St. Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer 
1. Philip means “the mouth of a lamp,” and there is a beautiful meaning in “the mouth of a lamp” opening his mouth as he brought the obscurities of prophecy into the light of knowledge. (Bede)
2. “Philip” means the mouth of the lamp, in reference to the shining light of the words of God coming out of his mouth.
3. St. Philip the deacon (not the Apostle) was the first evangelist to go to Samaria, and he is also the one who evangelized the Ethiopian Eunuch in this story.
4. St. Philip was one of seven deacons ordained by the Apostles; among them also were Stephen, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas.
5. This section of the Book of Acts is read during the Rite of Baptismal Water Sanctification, before the new believer is baptized.
6. Burning with devotion in his breast, he deserved to be consecrated to God as, so to speak, the firstfruits of the Gentiles. In him especially was fulfilled that saying of the psalmist, “Ethiopia will stretch out its hands to God (Psalm 68:31).” (Bede)
7. It is not the road but Gaza that is referred to as a desert… Allegorically this designates the people of the Gentiles, who were once separated from the worship of God, uncultivated by the preaching of the prophets. The road that went down to this same place from Jerusalem and opened the fountain of salvation is the Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “I am the way and the truth and the life.” From the Jerusalem above He “came down” to our infirmities, and with the water of baptism He made white the blackness of our guilty condition. (Bede)
8. The sending by the Ethiopian queen of treasures of the nations to Jerusalem signifies that the Church would bring gifts of the virtues and of faith to the Lord. The etymology of her name is also appropriate, for in Hebrew Candace means exchanged. (Bede)
9. The Almighty gave full approval for Moses to unite the Ethiopian woman to himself in the bond of marriage; Scripture reveal that he later spoke with the Lord face to face. What is there astonishing if love for the law began to grow at that time when [the law] had been joined [in marriage] to the Church? Rather, the Song of Songs does not conceal the fact that the everlasting bride comes from that region: it calls her black and beautiful (Song 1:4-5). She comes from the south, which burns the Ethiopian soil, to praise her Peacemaker in the mouth of Solomon, by which name [Pacificus] what Christ possesses has long been signified. She sends [the eunuch] ahead as guardian of [the Church’s] riches, by whose protection she might begin to bring forth her wealth. (Arator)
10. Consider, I ask you, what a great effort it was not to neglect reading even while on a journey, and especially while seated in a chariot. Let this be heeded by those people who do not even deign to do it at home. (St. John Chrysostom)
11. An effective mission is always prompted and led by the Holy Spirit; it was an angel of the Lord that guided St. Philip to the Ethiopian Eunuch.
12. “Do you understand what you are reading?” (verse 8:30) This question indicates the diligence that is required in the study of Scripture.
13. He was not ashamed to confess his ignorance and implored to be taught. Therefore, to him who became a learner, the grace of the Spirit was given. But as for those Jews who persisted in their ignorance; as the proverb says, “Death came upon them. For the fool dies in his sins (Prov 24:9).” (St. Athanasius)

14. It speaks well of the eunuch that he paid no attention to outward appearance. He did not ask, “Who are you?” He did not find fault with him or make false pretenses; he did not claim to know but confessed his ignorance. Therefore he learns… Look how free he is from haughtiness! No splendor was presaged by his outward appearance. So desirous was he of learning and so attentive to the teachings that the saying, “He who seeks, finds,” was fulfilled in him. (St. John Chrysostom)

15. The minister, the barbarian, seated in his chariot, inviting the man of lowly mien, despicable in attire, to mount and ride with him. (St. John Chrysostom)

16. See how often it stresses this point and teaches this to those who are proud and contentious: “He was a wounded man,” it says, “and One who knew how to endure weaknesses; for this reason His face is turned away, bearing injuries and not much appreciated. He bears our infirmities, and He is amid sorrows on our behalf. And we thought that He was suffering sorrows, wounds and punishment. But He was wounded on account of our sins, and He became weak on account of our iniquities. In Him we learned of our peace; by His bruises we were healed. We all went astray like sheep, and the Lord handed Him over for our sins. And He did not open His mouth because He was mistreated. He was led off like a sheep for sacrifice, and like a lamp before His shearer, He made not a sound; thus He did not open His mouth. His judgment was removed in humility. Who will tell of His generation? For His life will be taken away from the earth. He was brought to death by the iniquities of my people. I will repay evil people on account of His burial and the rich on account of His death, because He did no wrong and had no deceit upon His lips. The Lord wishes to cleanse Him of His wound. If you have given your life on account of your sins, you will see offspring with a long life. The Lord wishes to remove His soul from sorrows, to show Him the light and form His mind, to justify  the righteous One who serves the many well, and He will bear their sins. For this reason He will have many heirs and share the spoils with the mighty, because His soul was handed over to death and He was reckoned as one of the wicked. And He bore the sins of many and was handed over on account of their iniquities.” (St. Augustine)
17. Just as a sheep “does not resist when it is led away to be a sacrificial offering, so too He suffered by His own will.” (St. Jerome)

18. He did not open His mouth during His passion when He chose to answer very little to Pilate and the chief priests and nothing at all to Herod. (Bede)

19. The Judge of all did not obtain a true judgment, but, guiltless, He was condemned by the sedition of the Jews and by the voice of Pilate. (St. Jerome)

20. His origins are ineffable: whether by angel or by Evangelist, the mysteries of His nativity are said to be so great that there are very few who can expound them. (Bede)

21. Let us be ashamed of ourselves in comparison to the eunuch on account of his baptism and his reading. He lived in wealth and power, but look, he allowed himself no rest even on the road. What must he have been like at home, in his leisure hours, this man who could not bear to be idle even on his travels? What must he have been like at night? Those of you who are in stations of dignity, pay attention! Imitate his modesty and piety! Although he was about to return home, he did not say to himself, “I am going back to my own country; there I shall receive baptism.” Such were the cold words spoken by many. But he did not need signs; he did not need miracles. From the prophet alone he believed. (St. John Chrysostom)
22. The Necessity of Baptism Ever Since the Establishment of the Church: the Ethiopian eunuch asked to be baptized immediately after he had believed.
23. Here another translation, which follows the Greek model, has more verses in which it is written, “Behold, here is water. What is there to prevent my being baptized?” And Philip said to him, “If you believe with all your heart you will be saved.” And he answered and said, “I believe in Christ, the Son of God.” And he ordered the carriage to stop and so forth. I believe that these verses were originally inserted in our version too, but through scribal error they were later removed. (Bede)
24. Note that Baptism can never be carried out without belief first. That was why, when the Ethiopian eunuch requested Philip to baptize him, St. Philip replied, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." Then the eunuch replied, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God" (Acts 8:37).
25. St. Philip baptized the eunuch of Ethiopia after the latter had professed his faith thus: “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” This passage shows that the starting point of the Creed was the confession of faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.
26. For there [in the desert] something happened that Jeremiah declared was to be wondered at, “an Ethiopian changed his skin, (Jer 13:23)” that is, with the stain of his sins washed away by the waters [of baptism], he went up, shining white, to Jesus. (Bede)
27. Baptism by Immersion: 
The expression "came up immediately from the water" is used in the event of St. Philip baptizing the Ethiopian eunuch.  The Holy Gospel says: "And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away" (Acts 8: 38 & 39). This proves that baptism was by immersion. If it were by sprinkling, it would have been adequate for St. Philip to sprinkle water on the eunuch while he was in the chariot without the necessity for both of them to go down into the water.

28. “And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught up Philip.” This was to show that what had happened was divine, that he should not think that it was only a man. (St. John Chrysostom)
29. He preached until he came to Caesarea. This refers to the Caesarea in Palestine, where, as is described below, he [Philip] had a home, which is still shown today, and also a chamber for his four daughters, who were virgins with the gift of prophecy. (Bede)
30. The belief in Christ's Sonship to God needs preaching and interpretation. This appears explicitly in the incident of the Ethiopian eunuch who was met by St. Philip whilst reading Isaiah's prophecy about Christ. He could not understand the meaning of what he was reading, so St. Philip explained the chapter to him and preached Christ to him.
31. Among the examples of deep service is the story of St. Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch.  St. Philip was walking along the road when he saw the Chariot of the eunuch in which he was reading the Book of Isaiah the Prophet. He began to explain to him in depth in order to attract him to the faith. When the eunuch declared his belief with all his heart, both St. Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. How long did this service take? It probably took an hour, more or less. But it was deep and fruitful.
32. St. Irenaeus, an early Church father who lived between A.D.130 – 202, wrote that the eunuch returned to Ethiopia and became a missionary to his own people.
33. Prayer from the Rite of Consecration of an Assistant Deaconess:
“You who filled the daughters of Philip the preacher by Your Holy Spirit and granted them the grace of daughter-ship… Accept the service of Your maid-servants, grant them the grace of the Holy Spirit, and purify them from all blemishes of body and soul to accomplish reverently the service that the church gives them.”


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                                .
St. Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer 

[image: image1.jpg]



Read: Acts 8:26-40
	I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Acts 8:37


Memorize this verse:
· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally (forwards or backwards):

1. An _________ of the Lord spoke to St. Philip to go and meet a man from __________ who was coming to _________ to worship.
	E
	H
	Y
	T
	O
	I
	R
	A
	H
	C
	X
	W

	E
	I
	G
	H
	R
	A
	I
	R
	K
	H
	A
	N

	E
	P
	R
	N
	Y
	E
	S
	S
	E
	F
	I
	O

	A
	E
	F
	G
	I
	I
	A
	P
	D
	L
	B
	P

	D
	R
	L
	W
	O
	D
	I
	S
	I
	A
	L
	A

	S
	B
	E
	M
	E
	L
	A
	S
	U
	R
	E
	J

	A
	U
	A
	A
	E
	N
	H
	E
	G
	R
	I
	O

	G
	S
	S
	P
	G
	I
	S
	Y
	R
	E
	E
	T

	P
	T
	S
	E
	T
	H
	I
	O
	P
	I
	A
	R

	E
	E
	L
	I
	J
	I
	S
	E
	L
	S
	E
	A

	Y
	N
	P
	R
	I
	N
	Z
	E
	O
	E
	S
	E

	A
	C
	T
	A
	W
	A
	T
	E
	R
	L
	D
	H

	N
	E
	L
	A
	U
	T
	I
	R
	D
	P
	S
	H


2. The man was a eunuch and worked as a ____________ for the queen of Ethiopia.
3. He was sitting in his chariot and reading from the book of ________.
4. The Spirit said to St. Philip, “Go near and overtake this ________.”
5. St. Philip asked the eunuch if he understood what he was _________; the man replied that he needed someone to ___________ him.
6. St. Philip explained the Scriptures to him, preaching about ___________.
7. When the eunuch saw some water, he requested that he be ______________.
8. St. Philip told him that first he had to believe in Jesus Christ with all his __________; the eunuch confirmed his belief.
9. Both St. Philip and the eunuch went down into the ______________, and he baptized him.
10. When they came out of the water, the Spirit of the ____________ caught St. Philip away, and he was seen no more.












( Extracted from the following references:


The Orthodox Study Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1993


The Nelson Study Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers,1997


Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament V, by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Francis Martin, InterVarsity Press, 2006


The Christian Orthodox e-Reference Library, COePA, The Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions 
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