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The Prodigal Son

Objective:

The practical steps for repentance

Memory Verse:

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight.” (Luke 15:21)

References:

· “The Paradise of the Spirit,” Part I, Late Anba Youannis

· “The Guide to Confession,” Anba Bemin

· “Return me, O Lord, and I will return,” Fr. Youssef Asaad

Introduction:

· Review the previous lesson and verse.


The story of the Prodigal Son will remain an abundant spring for the mercies of God. The

Church reads this parable at the beginning of the Lent. In this parable we find the following:

· The deep love of the Father who always forgives
· The state of the sinner and how sin corrupted the life of man, destroyed him and caused his misery
· Self-righteousness, Phariseesm, and dependence on human strength are useless
· A warning against falling, rewarding the repentant and forgiving sins; true repentance is renewal of life
Lesson Outlines:

Steps of repentance in the life of the Prodigal Son:

The First Step: He began to be in need. Being in need of fatherhood is the first step towards repentance. Hunger and thirst for righteousness is the main gate through which the repentant enter. But those who lead the life of the Pharisees, who sit with Simon to judge the woman who sinned (but repented after meeting the Lord and became righteous), those who are self-satisfied, those who admire their self-righteousness, and those who are filled with pride because of their human virtues, are not in need of the Christ of sinners; “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.”

In this stage in the life of the Prodigal Son, the Scripture says, “So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine” (Luke 15:5). How miserable is that man who makes human attempts and resorts to people, thinking that men can solve his problem and release him from his troubles, isolation, emptiness and misery.

Such a man will increase his misery. He will desire to fill his inside with anything, but no one will comfort him or release him from emptiness and isolation. The devil gives him delight when he sins, so he rushes towards sin but finds no delight; “Nobody gave him,” as the Scripture says.


The Second Step: He came to himself. True repentance does not mean mere grief, but it is a blessed grief. It is the positive grief of which the Scripture says, “For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation and brings no regret, but ungodly grief produces death” (2 Corinthians 7:10).

· The blessed grief is grief for the sake of God.

· The blessed grief is the grief on which the Lord says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matthew 5:4).

· It is grief accompanied by tears, but through it we have hope.

· There is pain, there is weeping, but there is also confidence in the Father’s bosom. In it, there is murmur against the ugly sins of the past, but there is also confidence in the Blessed Divine promises.

· The repentant, who grieves at sins, hears the Lord’s voice in his heart saying, “And him who comes to me I will not cast out. Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool” (Isaiah 1:18).


In this stage, the Prodigal Son says, “How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger. I will arise and go to my father; I have confidence in his fatherhood and his love, whatever my sins are.” The devil encourages man to sin and fall, and when man falls, the devil seeks to drive him into despair. The spiritual man struggles before he falls, but if he stumbles, he hurries to rise saying, “Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise” (Micah 7:8).


One of the characteristics of this stage is contrition of the heart: “I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.” The Lord looks from heaven at the humble-hearted and raises them, whatever their sins are. It is written, “The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the ground;” “He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap.”

Ahab sold himself to do what is evil in the sight of the Lord when Jezebel his wife incited him, and when Ahab heard the above mentioned words, he tore his clothes, wore sackcloth, fasted and lay in sackcloth, and went about dejected. And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite saying, “Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has humbled himself before me, I will not bring evil in his days” (1 Kings 21:25 -28).


God does not treat us according to our sins but according to His great mercy; He regards our humility and humble hearts and accepts our repentance through the mercy of His Son Jesus Christ, who offered Himself as an acceptable Sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. “The Blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” He regards the humble sinner through the Sacrifice of the Cross, accepts him and gives him the Blood of His Beloved Son that has the power of forgiveness.


The Third Step: Taking a decision, “He rose and came to his father.” Repentance is a change in attitude and a deep change in the heart’s attitude. This situation has two sides: the inner side and the outer side. The inner change is represented in the holy grief, contrition, faith and confidence in the promise of God. One of the best examples is the thief on the right, who believed and his faith had been reckoned to him as righteousness. St. Baeessa is also a good example; she refused to go back to the place where she used to sin. When she died, St. John saw her with the souls of the Saints who perfected their faith and proved that repentance turns adulterers into virgins (Synaxarium, 2 Misra).


But the outer side implies two phases: The first phase is to manifest this internal movement in the form of actions, situations and conduct before God and men. The Second phase is to go to confession. St. Paul’s preaching to the Ephesians shows this; “Many also of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. And a number of those who practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all; and they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver” (Acts 19: 18, 19).


Zacchaeus repented before all the people and decided to give half of his property to the poor, and if he cheated anyone, he would pay him back four times as much. In this situation, we can concentrate on the following attributes:

1. Complete confidence in the promises of God and His love, never depending on self-righteousness
2. Deep hatred of sin, its circumstances and sources.

3. Deep love for the Lord Jesus and great appetite for worship.

4. Practical love, ministry and modesty in conduct, in general.

5. Fellowship with the believers in the Church.


These attributes make repentance not only mere spiritual rejoicing, that takes place in a moment when one is affected by a preacher or moved by one of the verses, but it is also a continuous life, the life of God in us. St. Paul expresses this by saying, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” Repentance then is to desert the egocentric life and adopt the life of Christ in us. It is the Passover from the land of bondage to the Land of Canaan, the Land of true comfort.


The Fourth Step: Going to confession. What remains then is the final step: To declare the inner repentance and the change of conduct - showing what happened inside man to the priest, to whom believers entrust their secrets and confessions; he is given the power of loosening and binding, according to the apostolic power received by the apostles from the Lord Himself.


In the early Church, confession was made in public, when the believers met for Liturgies. That is because he who sins, sins against Christ, who is the Head of the Church, and against His Body, which is the Church. But after the spread of Christianity, the Church preferred that confession would be in secret before one priest.

· What would happen if I do not go to confession?

· Should I confess to God or to a priest? Why? Is there a difference?

· What are the steps to be followed before going to confession?

Conclusion:


There is no place better than the Father’s house, where He cares for us and leads us in green pastures. There is neither rest nor comfort for us away from our Father’s house. We pray that we may never leave His house.

Applications:

· Let us resist our sins through practicing the exercises given to us by our father of confession.

· Let us hold prayer meetings so that the Lord may bring back those who are outside the Church and help the repentant to stand firm in faith.

· Let us make a wall Chart about the parable of the Prodigal Son through writing, drawing and pictures.



Luke 15:11-32
	11
	Then He said: "A certain man had two sons.

	12
	"And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his livelihood.

	13
	"And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.

	14
	"But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.

	15
	"Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

	16
	"And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.

	17
	"But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

	18
	'I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you,

	19
	"and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants." '

	20
	"And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.

	21
	"And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.'

	22
	"But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.

	23
	'And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry;

	24
	'for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry.

	25
	"Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.

	26
	"So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.

	27
	"And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.'

	28
	"But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him.

	29
	"So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends.

	30
	'But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.'

	31
	"And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.

	32
	'It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.' "


THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON(
 Bible Reference:   Luke 15:11-32 

 Golden Verse: 

"There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."   Luke 15:10
  Lesson Aim: 

The students should learn about: 

1. Sorrow for sin 
2. God's forgiveness 
3. Confession
  Lesson Notes: 

1.  God is a father to all mankind, including sinners. 
2.  Sin leads to: 

· Departure and distancing from God 

· Perpetual dissatisfaction 

· Death ("This my son was dead ...") 

3.  Repentance: 

· Thinking about one's sins: "He came to himself" 

· Do something about it by going to our Heavenly Father: "I will arise and go to my father.” 

· With the help of the Holy Spirit, one confesses his faults and sins: "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you", 

· Be humble: "I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Make me like one of your hired servants.” 

4.  The reception of the father shows: 

· Great love and affection 

· Mercy 

Exercise: 

Let us go to confession this week


The Parable of the Prodigal Son(
(Sunday School Lesson for Children)

I. Sin and Repentance
A. What does sin mean?
1. Breaking God’s Commandments
2. Distancing oneself away from God

3. Death: “The wage of sin is death.”

B. Examples of sin:
1. Sins committed by action: hitting, pushing, or hurting

2. Sins of the tongue: cursing, lying, picking on others, or gossiping

3. Sins of the thought: hating, day dreaming, or cursing

4. Other unrecognized sins

C. Repentance

1. Judging one-self: “What sins have I committed?”
2. Write your sins on a piece of paper.
3. Pray humbly and ask God for forgiveness.

4. Confess your sins to Abona to receive a solution & an absolution.

D. The Prodigal Son’s Repentance

1. “He came to himself” – he remembered his sins.

2. “I will rise and go to my father” – he did something about it.

3. The Holy Spirit helps us convict ourselves and confess our sins.

4. “I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants” – He humbled himself.

II. The Reception of the Father

A. His father ran to him!

· Have you seen an old man running? It’s not respectful for an old man to run, but the father didn’t care.

B. “He fell on his neck and kissed him.”
1. After embarrassing him by asking for his money?

2. After wasting all of his money?

3. After rebelling against him and causing him misery by running away?

C. The father did not allow him to humble himself.

1. “Make me like one of your hired servants” was not said.
2. When the son was desperate for bread, he wished he could be a servant.

3. When he was hugged by his dad, he stopped feeling like a beggar.

D. “Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals of his feet.”

1. It’s the robe of honor which Adam lost by sinning.
2. The ring is the seal of the Holy Spirit which one receives when he/she becomes a member of God’s Kingdom through grace.

3. The sandals are for evangelizing the Good News.

III. The Envious Brother

A. The older brother represents the Jews, while the younger one represents the Gentiles.

1. The Jews envy the Gentiles for enjoying eternal blessings.

2. The older brother is like the Pharisee who declared his righteousness while he prayed.

3. He remained outside because he didn’t love his brother; he excluded himself from the Heavenly banquet. 

4. He rejected his father’s desire for his lost son; he would not forgive in order to be forgiven.
5. He asked for a goat to be slain, while Christ, the Righteous, asked to be slain as a lamb for sinners.
B. His father came out to reason and to plead with him.

1. He wishes that all people be saved and come to the knowledge of God.

2. His love for sinners is no less than that for the righteous (in their eyes).

3. “The angels in heaven rejoice over one sinner who repents than over 99 just people who need no repentance.”

Supplemental Notes on

The Prodigal Son(
1. We cannot judge anyone while he/she is still in a life of struggle.
a. The younger son seemed to be a pleasure seeker, rude in his behavior with his dad, destructive and dishonest with the talents that were given to him.  However, he end up returning to his father’s bosom, repentant, to wear an new robe with the ring of sonship on his finger and sandals on his feet, rejoicing at a feast in his father’s house.
b. The older son started his life being gentle in his behavior, serving his father without asking for pay.  However, he ends his life standing outside, criticizing his dad for his love and closing his heart towards his brother; he lost his inner peace and joy, living with the heart that’s against his father’s heart.
2. The older son represents the Jewish people, who are considered senior in their knowledge of God, since they accepted God’s promises, the Law, and the prophets before any other nation.  The younger son represents the Gentiles, who had no relation with God and wasted all His blessings.

a. St. Cyril the Great sees that the older son represents the Pharisees, who boast themselves as being righteous according to the Law; in their pride, they refuse the love of the Savior towards publicans and sinners.

b. As for the Christian who is fallen in self-righteousness, he is worse than both because he uses God’s great gifts and blessings for evil.  {St. Ambrose}  Therefore, a believer fallen in sin is in greater danger than a fallen unbeliever.
3. Whoever separates from the Church, wastes his/her inheritance.
a. Whoever does not have the Church as a mother cannot have God as a father. {St. Cyprian}

b. What is this far country that man can escape to but the ego?

c. Traveling to a far country implies dependance on one’s self and on one’s strength, losing God’s work in us.  On the other hand, coming closer to God implies depending on Him to work in us in order that we become as He is.
d. When the sould escapes from God, Who is the source of satisfaction and the treasure of wisdom, it finds itself in a state of emptiness, feeling as if it is in a famine.

e. St. Ambrose says that it’s a famine of good works and virtues; whoever stays away from the word of God becomes hungry because “man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” Luke 4:4


STEPS NECESSARY FOR AN ACCEPTABLE CONFESSION

HIS GRACE BISHOP METTAOUS,

Abbott of El Syrian Monastery
Offer true repentance because of our love for God and not for fear of punishment; we should aim for spiritual healing in order to receive God’s grace of forgiveness and gain eternal life.



To be honest with ourselves, without being biased, so as to avoid the Lord’s warning: “He who loves his life will lose it” (John 12:25)


To have honest intention and steadfast will, and so abandon sin and its causes


To examine our conscience and self carefully, to be aware of the sins committed by deed or word or thought or senses, to repent and humble ourselves so that we may not fall into sin again

To be truthful in confession, knowing that lying to the father of confession is lying to the Holy Spirit. As in the example of Ananias lying to St Peter: “Why has Satan filled your heart to be lying to the Holy Spirit?” (Act 5:3)



Not to hide any secrets and hidden thoughts, but to reveal all thoughts frankly before the priest to enable him to offer the best remedy in order to build and revive the spiritual life of the confessing person.  Jeremiah the prophet speaks to the human soul saying: “Pour out our heart like water before the face of the Lord” (Lamentations 2:19).  When water is poured our, it leaves no trace or smell, but if oil is poured, it leaves behind a trace, and if vinegar is poured, it leaves behind a smell. So just like water which leaves behind no residue, we also should pour out all our confessions before the priest in order to be cleansed.



Not to find excuses for oneself and blame others, for confession is about blaming yourself for the sins committed and not condemning others.  King Solomon advises us: “Do not say before the messenger (Priest) of God that it was an error” (Ecclesiastes 5:6).



A person must be fair with oneself, not too sympathetic nor too harsh, doubtful or anxious, but rather should confess with a straightforward, mature conscience.



The confessor must adhere to the advice given to him/her by the confession father and be diligent in following his advice as a remedy necessary for spiritual life.


To practice all the spiritual exercises given by one’s father of confession with love and patience; “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12). As St. Basil the Great says, “As we bear the scalpel of the physician to remedy the body and the medicine’s bitterness, we also should bear the suffering of rebuke, chastisement and various practices so that the soul may be remedied from its sins and weaknesses.”



To confess bravely and without embarrassment all the sins and its details, and if the priest asks concerning certain points, one must not complain or hide but answer honestly, knowing that it is for our own benefit that the priest will provide us with useful advice.



A confessing person must struggle with God in prayer as the Lord says, “Come now, and let us reason together, though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).



After repentance, absolution and forgiveness, we must thank God who opened the door of repentance and saved us from the dangerous road of death, as Isaiah said, “For wickedness burns as the fire; it shall devour the briers and thorns and kindle in the thickets of the forest; they shall mount up like rising smoke,” (Isaiah 9:18) and our teacher St. Peter said, “The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanliness” (2 Peter 2:9,10). When the repentant knows that through repentance they are rescued from all this, they will deepen their love toward God and seek to always abide in God in order to receive power in their struggle against sin.  God will make us victorious over Satan and all his enticements and bring our bodies and all its weaknesses and lusts into subjection.



Our teacher St. Paul advises us saying, “And having done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13). The repentant must walk on the pure path of repentance and not be willing to return to sin again.



The confessing person must not venture from one confession father to another, as this may cause delay in one’s spiritual growth.  Unless for very strong reasons, one should not change his/her confession father.



The person who confesses must have strong love and confidence in the father of confession to trust his guidance, obey and benefit from him, like a patient trusting their doctor.



We advice every husband and wife to have the same father of confession so that the spiritual providence for their marital life become one, and the priest will know their natures and guide them adequately for the welfare of the family.  And if a problem exists between them, the priest gives the correct solution without interference from a third party that might have a different opinion, and hence cause harm to the family. Hence, a mutual father of confession is a necessity for the family’s welfare.

NAME: ____________________________
first                                                                   last                             

The Prodigal Son

Read: Luke 15:11-32
[image: image1.jpg]


Verse to memorize: 

	Father, I have sinned against heaven and in Your sight.

Luke 15:21


1. What did the father do when his younger son returned?
a) He punished him.
b) He made him as one of his servants.
c) He refused to see him.
d) He ran to him and kissed him.

2. This parable teaches us how to
a) be careful with our money in a far country
b) feed swine
c) arrange a party
d) repent

3. The verses that show the repentance of the prodigal son are:
a) 11 & 12

b) 14 &15
c) 17-21
d) 25 & 26
4. Number the following steps in the correct order for repentance:
(    ) Recognition of sin 
(    ) Confession to the priest 
(    ) Determination to change the behavior 
(    ) Confession to one another
(    ) Feeling sorry for what was done 


5. The family member that is not mentioned in this parable is the
a) Father
b) Mother
c) Brother
d) Son
6. The animal that is not mentioned in this parable is the 
a) Swine
b) Lamb
c) Calf

d) Kid

7. Let’s go to confession this week.

( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( Prepared by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A.


( The Gospel According to Luke (Bible Study), Fr. Tadros Yacob Malaty, St. George’s Church, Sporting – Alexandria, 1990, pages 460 - 480
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