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Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son in Nain

Objective:

  To appreciate Christ’s authority over death

Memory Verse:

“Young man, I say to you, arise.” (Luke 7:14)
References:

  Luke 7

Introduction:

· Review the previous lesson and verse.

· What does it mean to be a widow or an orphan?


In the previous lesson, we saw how our Lord Jesus Christ had authority to cast out demons, and today we will speak about His authority to raise the dead.

Lesson Outlines:


The Lord Jesus was in a town called Capernaum. He spent a night there, and He healed the slave of a Roman Captain. On the second day, He went to a town called Nain. Crowds of people, men and women, followed Him. Many men, women, young people and children wanted to be blessed and to be healed. The Lord stretched His hand and blessed them all, and He healed those who were sick. The Lord saw a great crowd gathering at the entrance of the town. He sent some of His disciples to see what was happening. The crowd drew near. Loud cries were heard. The people were sad. Women were dressed in black; they were screaming, crying and weeping. It was a funeral procession. The disciples asked one of them:

+ What is the matter?

- A funeral. 
+ Who?

+ A widow’s son from the town.

-  Does he have brothers?

+ No, he is her only son.

-  Sad news.


The disciples looked at one another. Cannot Christ raise this young man? Of course He can. The disciples ran to the Lord. They asked Him to come near the funeral procession, which was on its way to the tomb.

· What is the name of the town?

· Where was Jesus at that time?

· Whom did the Lord send?


Lord Jesus Christ went there. There were loud cries. Men and women were weeping. Jesus walked over and ordered the men carrying the coffin to stop, and the men stopped. The people asked themselves, “What will Jesus do?” The Lord asked, “Where is his mother?” and they told Him where she was. When the Lord saw her weeping, His heart was filled with pity for her, and He said to her, “Do not cry.” The woman said, “He is my only son. He is my supporter. His father died. He left me alone. I do not have any other sons.” The Lord said to her, “Do not weep. You will see the glory of God. I will bring your son back to life.” The woman was comforted and dried her tears; she believed.

The Lord drew near the coffin, touched it and said, “Young man, get up, I tell you” (Notice that the Lord spoke to a dead man.) How wonderful! There was a movement in the coffin. The dead man raised the covering and the shroud. He sat up. Women rejoiced, and the men said, “Glory be to you, Lord Christ. Blessed be the Name of the Lord.” The young man untied the handkerchief which was bound around his head. The people congratulated the widow: “Your son has been brought back to life. Congratulations!” Jesus had brought the young man back to life. The boy began to speak. The Lord took him and gave him to his mother; “Take your son… he is alive.” The woman was happy. She bowed down before Him. She raised her hands and thanked God. She got hold of her son’s hands to make sure that he was alive. He was raised. The crowd was amazed. A powerful miraculous deed took place among them. All the people glorified and praised the Lord. We also glorify and praise the Lord with them and say, “When I am tired…”
· What did the Lord Jesus say to the widow?

· What did the Lord Jesus say to the young man? Let us repeat the verse together.
· Draw the children’s attention to the fact that Christ comes at a suitable time to solve our problems. The distance between the dead young man and the tomb was very short.  Christ came to the town gate at the right time to raise the dead man.

· The children must understand that Christ was not at the town gate incidentally or by chance, but He was there at that place and that time to raise the dead young man.

Conclusion:


Truly, Lord, you visited this widow when she was in severe trouble, and through Your kindness, You restored her son. The children of God imitate the Lord. With them, the miserable find comfort, the upset find peace, and the hopeless finds faith. O Lord, have mercy on me and help me live this true religion. It is written, “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their afflictions and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” (James 1:27)
Applications:

· Arrange a visit with the students to an orphanage.

· How many miracles of raising the dead, done by Jesus Christ, are mentioned in the Holy Bible?

· Mention these miracles.




Luke 7:11-17

	11
	Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd.

	12
	And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her.

	13
	When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep."

	14
	Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise."

	15
	So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother.

	16
	Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen up among us"; and, "God has visited His people."

	17
	And this report about Him went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region.




Supplemental Notes
 on
Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son in Nain

1) St. Luke connects this resurrection from the dead with the previous healing to show that the raising of the dead is the miracle that demonstrates that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophetic hope and that with Him the messianic age has dawned. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]

2) In the former instance, the healing of the centurion servant, He was present by invitation, but here He draws near without being invited. No one summoned Him to restore the dead man to life, but He comes to do so of His own accord. [ St. Cyril of Alexandria]

3) He became like a sponge for her tears and as life for the death of her son. Death turned about in its den and turned its back on the victorious One. [St. Ephrem the Syrian]

4) Christ, the life and resurrection, meets him (the dead man) there. He is the Destroyer of death and of corruption. He is the One in whom we live and move and are. He is He who has restored the nature of man to that which it originally was and has set free our death-fraught flesh from the bonds of death. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]

5) The widow represents humanity; her young son represents the soul.  The human soul had died because of sin and left her home with the Lord (Paradise), on its way to burial.
6) During the time of Christ, many died without being resurrected; the Lord only resurrected three people.  Jesus Christ did not come to take away physical death but to destroy the death of the soul and raise the soul above the power of death.
7) The Lord did not promise that He would take away physical death, and He died with us and for us.  However, He changed death into a pathway through which He brings us to Paradise, to wait for the great day of the Lord.  

8) It is a greater miracle when a person is raised to live forever rather than to die a second time. [St. Augustine]
9) The mother of St. Gregory of Nicea dressed festal clothes during the burial of her son.
10) The three deaths Christ resurrected represent three types of sins which Christ resurrects every day:
a) The death of Jairus’ daughter represents a sin committed within the heart, for the girl died in the privacy of her room.
b) The death of the widow’s son represents a sin that was acted out in a clear, visible manner; the son was displayed to the crowd on his way to be buried.
c) The death of Lazarus represents a sin that became a prolonged habit; he remained buried in the tomb for days.
11) Even though the Church focuses primarily on the resurrection of the soul in a way that is not seen with the human eye, she does not ignore the resurrection of the body, a matter that is denied by some heretics. Jesus Christ raised these three people from death to declare His ability to resurrect the soul and the body together.  
12) “When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her.” Luke 7:13
a) Christ did not raise the son to display to the crowd His power over death, but He did it out of compassion for the widow.
b) We believe that the Divine is moved with the tears of a widow that is suffering because of the death of her only son, while she remains a widow.  [St. Ambrose]

c) Wish we could be like this widow, who met with the Life-giver; may He have compassion on us and removed from us the heaviness of sin’s death, reviving our souls.

13) If you sin the sin of death and you’re not able to wash it away with tears, let your mother (the Church) cry over you, for she intercedes on behalf of every son as the widow cried for her only son. She who intercedes for all as a widowed mother for only sons is she who suffers with the spiritual grief of nature when she perceives her children urged on to death by mortal sins. We are the heart of the Church, since we are members of His Body, of His Flesh and of His Bones. Let the pious mother grief, led the crowd, too, help. Let not only the crowd but also a multitude feel pity for a good parent. [St. Ambrose]

14) The Lord touched the coffin, even though He was able to raise him up with a single word.  The Body of Christ has an effect on the salvation of man because it is the Life-giving Body of Christ the Word, which carries power and authority.  Just like iron, when it touches fire, it takes on the characteristics and function of fire. The flesh of Christ also has the power of giving life and annihilates the influence of death and corruption because it is the flesh of the Word, who gives life to all.  [St. Cyril the Alexandria] 
15) Let it be known to people everywhere that the Lord is God, and even though He appeared in a form like us, yet has He given us the indications of a godlike power and Majesty on many occasions and in the multitude of ways. He drove away diseases and rebuked unclean spirits. He gave the blind their sight. Finally, he even expelled death itself from the bodies of men, death that cruelly and mercilessly had tyrannized humankind from Adam even to Moses. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
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Read: Luke 7:11-17
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[image: image1]
· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally (forwards or backwards):

1. The dead man was the only ________ of a poor ___________.
2. Jesus Christ met the mourning crowd at the gate of a city called ___________.

3. [image: image2.png]


Jesus had compassion on the widow and told her, “Do not _________.”

4. Jesus ___________ the coffin and said, “__________ man, I say to you, arise.”

5. The dead man sat up and began to ___________.

6. Fear fell on the crowd, and they glorified God, saying, “A great ______________ has risen among us!” and “God has ____________ His people.”

7. How many miracles of raising the dead, done by Jesus Christ, are mentioned in the Holy Bible?

8. Jesus Christ also raised Jairus’ ____________ and ____________ from death.
























Young man, I say to you, arise.


Luke 7:14
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