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Solomon’s Wisdom

Objective:

  Ask the Lord to give you wisdom before you do anything such as studying or playing.

Memory Verse:

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” (Psalm 111:10)
References:

· 1 Kings 3:16-27

· “Explanation of First Book of Kings,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty

Introduction:

· Review the previous lesson and verse.

· Prepare the picture of the lesson; a picture of a palace and a throne.

Lesson Outlines:


There was a great king named Solomon who reigned at a time before the good king Hezekiah. Solomon became king after David his father (Describe how he was enthroned). He went to Gibeon to pray and ask the Lord to give him the grace of work. The Lord appeared to him and asked what he wanted to be given (Conversation between the Lord and Solomon. He did not ask for wealth, the death of his enemies or a long life, but he asked for wisdom). The Lord was pleased and gave him everything. He began his rule with wisdom. They all noticed it and thanked the Lord (Questions).


One day two women came and presented themselves before King Solomon (let us call them the honest woman and the dishonest woman). They were weeping. They complained. They were living in the same house. They gave birth to two baby boys. One night, the dishonest woman accidentally rolled over her baby and suffocated him. She got up during the night and replaced her dead son with the honest woman’s live son. The next morning when the honest woman woke up and was going to feed her baby, she saw that he was dead. She screamed and was sad. When she looked at him more closely, she saw that he was not her child. She ran to the dishonest woman and told her, “This is your son… where is my son?” The dishonest woman replied, “No, this is my son.” (Describe the feelings of the real mother, their quarrel and their decision to go to King Solomon.) The people standing in the king’s palace were listening in amazement. How will this problem be solved? What will the king do? How will he prove the truth of either of these women? They were all perplexed... tears... discussion (Questions).


The king raised his heart to the Lord and prayed for wisdom. He sent for a sword, and when it was brought he said, “Cut the living child in two and give each woman half of him.” The real mother, her heart full of love for her son, said to the king, “Please…your Majesty, don’t kill the child; give him to her.” But the false mother said, “Don’t give him to either of us; go ahead and cut him in two.” (Describe the feelings of the real mother and the indifference of the false mother.) Then King Solomon said, “Don’t kill the child! Give him to the honest woman… She is the real mother.” When the people of Israel heard Solomon’s decision, they were all filled with deep respect for him because they knew that God had given him the wisdom to settle disputes fairly. They said, “The Lord gives wisdom to anyone who asks for it… The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Questions).


Explain how the problem was complex and strange, and that the idea of cutting the boy in two was out of wisdom granted by the Lord.

Conclusion:

· How lovely Solomon’s request was! He did not desire wealth... He did not want the heads of his enemies... He only asked for wisdom. Examine your requests and concerns; are they spiritual or according to the desires of the flesh?

· Wisdom is necessary for the spiritual road and for everyday life. Pray to the Lord, the Father of Lights, to grant you wisdom.

Application:

· Pray and ask the Lord to give you wisdom before you study and before the examinations.

· Complete the following:

· King Solomon asked the Lord to give him …… and the Lord gave it to him.

· King Solomon said the child was the son of the woman who …… and not the son of the woman who ……
· King Solomon was the son of King ……

Supplemental Notes( on

Solomon’s Wisdom
1. The technical terms for wisdom are in Hebrew hokma and in Greek sophia, as in the word Philosophy (love of wisdom).
2. In ancient times, wisdom would have been recognized internationally as comprising technical skills, a general knowledge of the world, and a great facility in the use of proverbs and riddles.  

a. The most common, extensive literary form of wisdom shared among the nations consisted of instructions addressed to children from a father or from a high political official for the purpose of formal training of courtiers or administrative advisors.
b. Certain nations were famed internationally as being sources of wisdom; they include Egypt and Mesopotamia.

c. Much of wisdom was orally borrowed or shared among nations, including Israel.

3. In ancient Israel, wisdom constituted knowledge and practical expertise that corresponds to the world God had made and, as in the Torah, provides a guide to the obedient life.

4. The wisdom books of the Old Testament are Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Canticles (Song of Songs), and the Wisdom of the son of Sirach.  
5. In the New Testament, some consider the Catholic Epistle of St. James to be a wisdom book because, like Sirach, St. James interprets various parts of Scripture in order to explain in details biblical wisdom.
6. Our Lord Jesus Christ is God’s Wisdom.  
a. The Prophet Solomon said in his proverbs, “Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn out her seven pillars; she has slaughtered her meat, she has mixed her wine, she has also furnished her table . . . Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed.” Proverbs 9:1,2,&5
b. St. Paul wrote about the hidden wisdom of God which is revealed in Jesus Christ “whom God made our Wisdom.” I Corinthians 1:30

c. Due to the rejection of divinely given wisdom by humanity, wisdom had disappeared only to re-emerge in the world through the “foolishness” of Jesus’ death on the cross (I Cor 1:27).  

d. St. Paul’s dispute in I Corinthians 1:18-2:23 views “worldly wisdom” as ineffective because it either lacks or assumes an inadequate place for the cross.
7. Our Lord Jesus Christ is, at last, wiser than Solomon (see Matthew 12:42 and Luke 11:31).
8. Spiritual Wisdom Versus Worldly Wisdom:
a. “Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you seems to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.  For it is written, He takes the wise in their own craftiness.  And again, the Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain” (I Cor 3:18-20).
b. “Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.  And if any man think that he knows any thing, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know” (I Cor 8:1&2).
c. “For our rejoicing in this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward” (II Cor 1:12).
d. “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Col 2:8).

NAME: _______________________________  

First                           Last                     .                                 

King Solomon’s Wisdom

Read: I Kings Chapter 3
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Memorize this Verse:
	The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

Psalm 111:1


1.  Solomon l___________ the Lord, walking in the stat________ of the Lord, in the steps of his father ___________.

2.  How many burnt offerings did Solomon offer the Lord?

a) 10

b) 100

c) 500

d) 1,000

e) 10,000

3.  Which of the following did God give Solomon in response to his request?

	a) Wisdom
	d) Honor

	b) Long life
	e) All the above

	c) Richness
	


4.  ________ was pleased with ___________’s request because he prayed for what he_________ other people.

5.  When we pray to God with a sincere heart, God gives us


a) Just what we pray for.


b) Something similar to what we pray for.


c) Less than we pray for.


d) More than we pray for.


e) Nothing similar to what we pray for.

6.  How did Solomon thank the Lord for answering his request?

7.  Solomon’s judgment between the two women shows that



a) The two women were liars.



b) Solomon wasn’t a fair judge.



c) God’s wisdom was in Solomon.



d) God was with Solomon



e) c & d

( Some references were borrowed from:


The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Volume 4), Geoffrey W. Bromiley, EErdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1988.


The Nave’s Topical Bible,  Zondervan Publishing House, 1969
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