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God Judges Korah 
Objective: 
· To learn to respect the priesthood and the priests 

· To learn that God is the one who calls people to the service 

· To learn about the role of intercessions in the Old Testament 

Memory Verse: 

“No outsider, who is not a descendant of Aaron, should come near to offer incense before the Lord.” (Numbers 16:40) 
References: 

· Numbers 16 

· “Explanation of the Book of Numbers,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

· The Arabic life applied Bible 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

Showing respect to the priests is a very old commandment that God required from His people. God chose the Levites, one of the twelve tribes of Israel, to serve the tabernacle of God and take care of its requirements and needs. He also chose Aaron, the brother of Moses, to be the priest. Moses and Aaron represented the people of Israel in front of God. Thus, God has chosen certain people in the Old Testament to serve as priests. Similarly, in the New Testament, He chose the twelve disciple and the apostles to lay the hands and be able to ordain priests and bishops (Acts 6:6, 13:3, 1Timothy 3:1-2, Titus 1:7). Thus, the priesthood is an order assigned and chosen by God, and He required us to respect the priests. Today’s lesson is about the outcome of three men who rebelled against Aaron’s priesthood and Moses’ representation of the people in front of God. 

Lesson Outlines: 

The Israelites wandered in the desert of Sinai (Show the students a map) for 40 years after they came out of Egypt. They rebelled against God many times during those 40 years. This time the rebellion was led by three men, named Korah, Dathan and Abiram. Korah was from the tribe of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram were from Reuben. They led 250 of the leaders of Israel in their rebellion against Moses and Aaron. They gathered against Moses and Aaron. They thought that the entire congregation was holy, so Moses and Aaron needed not exalt themselves above the people as leader and priest, respectively. Korah and his company felt that any of them could act like a priest and raise incense to the Lord. So, Moses fell on his face and told Korah and his company to raise incense in their censors, in the morning, and let God choose who is His and who is holy. Moses rebuked Korah because he was not satisfied by being a Levite and enviously wanted to raise himself to be a priest. Moses also sent to talk to Dathan and Abiram, but they refused to come and talk to him. Moreover, they complained that Moses brought the Israelites from the land of Egypt to suffer and starve in the wilderness of Sinai. Moses was very angry and complained to the Lord. Moses asked God not to accept their offerings. 

In the morning, Korah gathered the entire congregation at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the place. God spoke to Moses and Aaron only and said to them, “Separate your-selves from among this congregation that I may consume them in a moment.” But Moses and Aaron interceded on behalf of the congregation and asked God not to consume the whole congregation for the sin of Korah. So, God listened to their intercessions and told Moses to tell the people to stay away from the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram and all that belong to them. Subsequently, the earth split, opened up and swallowed the three rebellious men with their families and tents. God also sent fire from the heaven, which consumed the 250 men who were raising incense in their censors in front of the Lord. However, the censors in their hands were not consumed. God had asked Moses to tell Eleazar the priest to hammer the bronze censors into layers and cover the altar with it as a reminder to the people of the fate of those who force themselves to be priests while they are not chosen by God. Eleazar was the son of Aaron and was a priest like his father who was chosen by God for the priesthood. Thus, no one can make himself a priest, except when he is called from God. That is also the case in the Coptic Church and in the sacrament of the priesthood. Any person who is ordained priest or called to the service has to be invited to the service with guidance from God. 

This story also shows the role of intercessions of the righteous in front of God and their work for the sake of others. Moses asked God to preserve the life of the congregation and not to destroy them because of the sin of Korah. God considered and listened to Moses’ request. Our Church is a strong believer in the intercessions of the saints and the righteous, in front of the throne of God, on behalf of all the believers who seek their intercessions. 

A very important lesson to learn from Korah’s mistake is the outcome of being self-righteous. Korah thought that he is as holy as Moses and Aaron, and he envied them for the responsibilities that God gave them. He was not satisfied with his role as a servant of the tabernacle, since he was a Levi; rather, he wanted a higher authority and position. He completely forgot that everybody, after all, is serving God. This story shows the result of self-pride and self-righteousness. 

Ask the students what other lessons they can learn from this story, and encourage them to meditate on some of the verses. 

Conclusion: 

Priesthood is an assignment from God, not from men. Priests have to be respected and honored, since they convey the word of God to us and guide us on the spiritual path. The story of Korah’s punishment is a good example of the fate of those who do not respect their spiritual leaders and the priests (Moses and Aaron). 

Applications: 

· Discuss with the students ways of showing respect to the priests and the servants. 

· Ask the students to search at home for the chapter in the Bible where God called Aaron for the priesthood. 


THE EXTORTION OF PRIESTHOOD(
(NUMBERS CHAPTER 16)

1) The matter did not stop with the tumult of the people, but a few of the Levites wanted to extort the priesthood. These were Korah, Dathan, Abiram and 250 others from the elders of the group [1-3].  They wanted to avail priesthood to become within the reach of everybody. They looked upon it as a means of authority and pride and not as a paternity and service. As for Moses, he fell down on his face in humility, and the ground opened up and swallowed the men with their wives and children.  As for the leaders, a fire came forth from the Lord and consumed them. God wanted to uproot all the seeds of sin affecting the soul (men), the body (women), the abilities and talents of the human being (off-springs).

2) Korah, meaning Golgothah (skull), died due to his sin, with his wife and children.  However, he had grandchildren who were blessed; they are sons of the Groom that was crucified in Golgothah (skull).  They became a chorus, praising and glorifying the Lord; their psalms are full of joy.

3) The brazen censers of the leaders who died were taken and spread over the brazen altar to assert that the blemish did not lie in the censers but in those who used them. From another point of view, this act was used as a sign to discourage anyone else from repeating this tragedy.

4) The people were agitated and started an uprising against Moses and Aaron because of what befell those extortionists; they accused Moses and Aaron of murder [41].  This uncovers the extent of the influence of those rebels on the people in showing opposition to Moses and Aaron. This also shows the intolerant nature of the people. God considered destroying the people as a whole, in a moment [45], and as usual, Moses modestly interceded for them again. He asked Aaron to hurry into the midst of the people and offer incense to God on their behalf, so that God would put an end to the plague. Every time Moses falls in a tribulation and manifests a merciful heart full of love for the traitors, God supports him by demonstrating His Glory through the apparition of the cloud over the Tabernacle. God embraces his servants during their tribulations until their hearts becomes capable of accommodating their oppressors lovingly. Aaron symbolized Christ the Lord when he stood in the midst of the living and the dead, offering incense to prevent death.

Supplemental Notes on

God Judges Korah

1. Korah was a Levite; Dathan & Abiram were from the tribe of Reuben.
a. They looked on priesthood as a means of authority and pride, not as paternity and service.
b. What did our Lord Jesus Christ say to the disciples when they talked among themselves as to who was the greatest?
2. When Moses was challenged, he fell on his face before God in humility.
a. He sought the help of the Lord to solve his problem, instead of fighting for himself.
b. He submitted to the will of God.
c. Consider God’s call to Moses at the burning bush; did Moses desire to be a leader?
d. Korah and his friends were not resisting Moses & Aaron but God Himself.
3. Moses intercedes on behalf of his enemies.
a. God’s glory appeared to declare His judgment.
b. Moses & Aaron fall on their faces to the ground in repentance and submission to God.  They pleaded God not to destroy the people for the sake of the few who sinned.
c. What kind of spirit did Moses have when he interceded? What should our attitude be toward our enemies?
4. The Lord passes His judgment.
a. The ground split apart and swallowed Korah, Dathan, Abiram and their families.
b. Fire came out of heaven and consumed the 250 men who offered incense, not being priests.
· Only priests can offer incense; deacons only prepare and serve the censer to the priests. However, in some Eastern Orthodox Churches, full Deacons offer incense.
c. The censers were not affected by the fire because only the men the used them were at fault. God was concerned with the censers; the censers are holy because they were used to offer incense to the Lord. God ordered that they be hammered into plates to cover the Altar; they also served as a reminder to the people not to rebel against Priesthood.
5. Why did the Lord allow the little kids of Korah, Dathan, & Abiram to die?
a. God wanted to uproot sin completely.
i. Sin affecting the soul (men)
ii. Sin affecting the body (women)
iii. Sin affecting abilities & talents (children)
b. Some of Korah’s grandchildren did not die in this incident (see Numbers 26:11); they became a choir in the Temple of God, praising and glorifying the Lord!

 NAME: ____________________________
first                                                                   last                             
God Judges Korah
Read: Numbers 16
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Verse to Memorize: 

	No outsider, who is not a descendant of Aaron, should come near to offer incense before the Lord.
Numbers 16:40


1.  Who rebelled against Moses and Aaron? (Circle all applicable)

a) Korah       b) Dathan        c) Abiram    

d) 250 leaders        e) All the above 
  

2.  Why did the rebellion occur?

   
a) The people were oppressed.


b) They didn’t like Moses’ laws.


c) They thought they were just and holy.


d) They were misled by Moses & Aaron.
  
3.  When __________ leadership was _____________, he turned to _________ in humility, and God always ____________ him.  [challenged, Moses’, defended, God]
4.  The ground split apart and swallowed ___________.


a) Korah only


b) Korah, Dathan, & Abiram


c) Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and their families


d) All 250 leaders who offered incense


e) All the above

5.  How many people died by the plaque that happened as a result of murmuring?  ___________  

6.  Priesthood was established by _________.

a) God
     b) The Apostles          c) The Church
   d) Christians

e) Men
7.  Why must we respect Priesthood? 
( The Book of Numbers (Bible Study), Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty, St. George’s Coptic Orthodox Church, Sporting–Alexandria, Egypt, pages 34 & 35
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