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Offering of Isaac 
Objective 

· Obedience to God 

Memory Verse 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength and with all you mind.” (Luke 10:27) 

References 

· Genesis 22 

Introduction 

· What is the name of Abraham’s only begotten son? 

· What is his wife’s name? 

· When was Isaac born? 

Lesson Outlines 

Abraham loved Isaac his son very much. The Lord tested Abraham by saying, “Abraham, Abraham, take your only begotten son whom you loved and offer him to Me as a sacrifice.” 

· What did the Lord order Abraham to do? Why? 

Abraham loves the Lord and knows the verse “You shall love the Lord your God …” He called to Isaac his son. The boy went to him quickly, as he was obedient to his parents. He said to him, “Isaac, carry the wood for the sacrifice and walk with me to the mountain to offer a sacrifice to God.” That happened in the early morning. Abraham ordered the servants to cut the wood, put it on his donkey and he, his son, and the servants went on a long journey that took three days. On the third day, they reached the mountain. Abraham ordered his servants to wait. He said to them, “Stay here; the boy and I will go over there and worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham made Isaac carry the wood for the sacrifice, and he himself carried a knife and live coal for starting the fire. As they walked along together, Isaac said, “Father.” He answered, “Yes, my son?” Isaac asked, “I see that you have the coal and the wood, but where is the lamb for the sacrifice?” Abraham answered, “God Himself will provide one.” 

· Who carried the wood? 

· Who would provide the lamb? 

· Who remembers the verse? 

Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on it. Isaac looked around; the lamb was not there, but he was sure that God would provide the lamb. Then Abraham declared, “You, my son, are the sacrifice.” Isaac neither refused nor escaped. He was sure that the Lord is good and what He desires is good. Abraham tied up his son and placed him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he picked up the knife to kill him. But the angel of the Lord called him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham.” He answered, “Yes, here I am.” “Do not hurt the boy or do anything to him,” he said. “Now I know that you honor and obey God because you have not kept back your only son from me.” Abraham looked around and saw a ram caught in a bush by its horns. He went and got it and offered it as a burnt offering instead of his son. Abraham and Isaac his son went back happily. Isaac was a symbol of our Lord Jesus Christ who offered Himself as a sacrifice on the cross to redeem people. 

· How did the Lord test Abraham? Why? 

· Whom did Isaac stand for? 

Conclusion 

· God is the most important thing in our life, and he should be obeyed above all our feelings and desires. He should also be obeyed above all other men. 

Applications 

· Give something you like to a poor child to learn the spirit of sacrifice. 

· Write the story of offering Isaac as a sacrifice and read it to your parents and brothers. 





Genesis 22:1-19


	1
	And it came to pass after these things, that God did prove Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham. And he said, Here am I.

	2
	And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah. And offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

	3
	And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son. And he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.

	4
	On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.

	5
	And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship, and come again to you.

	6
	And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. And they went both of them together.

	7
	And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father. And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold, the fire and the wood. But where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?

	8
	And Abraham said, God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son. So they went both of them together.

	9
	And they came to the place which God had told him of. And Abraham built the altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.

	10
	And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

	11
	And the angel of Jehovah called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham. And he said, Here I am.

	12
	And he said, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him. For now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me.

	13
	And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind [him] a ram caught in the thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his son.

	14
	And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh. As it is said to this day, In the mount of Jehovah it shall be provided.

	15
	And the angel of Jehovah called unto Abraham a second time out of heaven,

	16
	and said, By myself have I sworn, saith Jehovah, because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son,

	17
	that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is upon the seashore. And thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies.

	18
	And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. Because thou hast obeyed my voice.

	19
	So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba. And Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba.



ABRAHAMS OFFERING(
Bible Reading:   Genesis 22
Golden Verses: 
"By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son."  (Heb 11:17 NKJV)
"Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service."  (Rom 12:1 NKJV)
Lesson Goals: 
1. Abraham's strong faith
2. Blessings of obedience to God
3. Isaac is a type (symbol) of Christ
Lesson Notes: 
1. Isaac's Birth (Genesis 21)
a. God's promise fulfilled
b. Isaac is the heir of God's promises; through him, God will fulfill His covenant with Abraham.
2. Testing Abraham
a. God tested Abraham only after He was sure of his faith.  God does not test us beyond our capability.
b. Should notice that God did not test Sarah
c. Did God need to try Abraham? No, but God wanted to proclaim Abraham's strong faith for the coming generations.
3. Isaac's Sacrifice as a type of Christ's Crucifixion and Resurrection
a. The sacrifice was to be done in the region of Moriah, the same place where Christ was crucified.
b. It took Abraham and Isaac three days to get to the place of sacrifice; this refers to the three days between the crucifixion and resurrection.
c. Isaac was Abraham's only son; Jesus was the Only Begotten Son of God.
d. Isaac obeyed his father; Jesus obeyed His Father.
e. Isaac carried the wood of the burnt offering; Christ carried the wood of the cross.
f. Isaac went back alive; Christ has risen from the dead.

Supplemental Notes( for

Offering of Isaac
1. Even though Abraham was enriched with great blessings, he didn't occupy himself with them but cared about pleasing God Who gave him all these blessings.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
2. Abraham started preparing for the sacrifice very early in the morning without arguing or doubting the will of God.  Likewise, Isaac was very obedient to his dad even till death!  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
3. The Apostle Paul, who, I believe, was teaching by the Spirit what feeling, what plan Abraham considered, has revealed it.  He says, “By faith Abraham did not hesitate, when he offered his only son, in whom he had received the promises, thinking that God is able to raise him up even from the dead.” (Heb 11:17, 19) The faith in the resurrection began to be held already at that time in Isaac.  Abraham therefore hoped for the resurrection of Isaac and believed in a future that had not yet happened.  Abraham knew himself to prefigure the image of future truth.  He knew that Christ was to be born from his seed, Who was also to be offered as a Truer Victim for the whole world and was to be raised from the dead.  (Origen)

4. God was testing Abraham and says to him: “Take your dearest son Isaac whom you love.” For to have said “son” would not have been enough, but “dearest” also is added.  Why is there still added also, “Whom you love”?  So that by awaking memories of love, the paternal right hand might be slowed in slaying his son and total warfare of the flesh might fight against the faith of the soul.  Let this be sufficient for the father’s torment.  Why is there need yet that You bring to mind also “Isaac”?  The reminder of the name also produces hopelessness in the promises that were made under his name.  But all these things happened because God was testing Abraham.  (Origen)

5. When Abraham offered his son Isaac, he was a type of God the Father, while Isaac prefigured our Lord and Savior.  (Caesarius of Arles)

6. Likewise, God offered His Only Begotten Son as a sacrifice for our sins.  Abraham traveled for three days before he saw the place of sacrifice; he entered the sepulcher with Christ and experienced His sufferings until the resurrection.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
7. Could not Abraham with the child first be led to that high land, and first be placed on the mountain which the Lord had chosen, and there it be said to him that he should offer his son?  But first it is said to him that he ought to offer his son, and then he is ordered to go “into the high land” and ascend the mountain.  For what reason?  That while he is walking, while he is making the journey, throughout the whole trip he might be torn to pieces with his thoughts, that hence he might be tormented by the oppressing command, hence he might be tormented by the struggle of true affection for his only son.  That in all these things there might be a period of struggle between affection and faith, love of God and love of the flesh, the charm of things present and the expectation of things future.  But he is also ordered to ascend a mountain, of course that, exalted by faith, he might abandon earthly things and ascend to things above.  (Origen)

8. He [Abraham] does not deliberate, he does not reconsider, he does not take counsel with any man, but immediately he sets out on the journey.  Was there no mountain nearby? But the journey is prolonged for three days, and during the whole three days the parent’s heart is tormented with recurring anxieties, so that the father might consider the son in this whole lengthy period, that he might partake of food with him, that the child might weigh in his father’s embraces for so many nights, might cling to his breast, might lie in his bosom?  Behold to what an extent the test is heaped up.  (Origen)

9. The sacrifice was that of Abraham as much as Isaac's because of Abraham's great love for Isaac.  Likewise, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is also a sacrifice of the Father: "For God so loved the world that He offered His Only Begotten Son . . ."  The Church also offers her life as a sacrifice of obedience to Jesus, Her Head; Jesus also loved His Church and offered Himself as a sacrifice for her.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
10. The third day is the day of the Lord’s resurrection.  Many other mysteries also are included within this day.  (Origen)

11. The fact that he arrived at the place of sacrifice on the 3rd day is shown to represent the mystery of the Trinity.  In Exodus we read, “We will go a three days’ journey into the wilderness.” (Ex 8:27)  Again, upon arriving at Mount Sinai, it is said to the people, “Be sanctified, and be ready for the third day.” (Ex 19:15)  When Joshua was about to cross the Jordan, he admonished the people to be ready on the third day.  (Caesarius of Arles)

12. He leaves the servants.  For the servants were not able to ascend with Abraham to the place of the burnt offering that God had shown him. (Origen) The two young servants that were left behind symbolized the Jews who were not able to understand the mystery of God's sacrifice.  They remained with the donkey because their thoughts were earthly, seeking lusts and full stomachs.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
13. It is said, “Sit with the ass,” because the Jewish people who would not believe in Christ could not stand but, like the weak and languid sinner who had despised the staff of the cross, were about to fall to the ground.  (Caesarius of Arles)

14. “You are going to sacrifice your son and you say you will return with him?  If you offer him as a burnt offering, surely he will not be able to return with you.”  Blessed Abraham could reply, “I speak the truth.  I am offering my son, and I will return to you with him. So great is my faith that I believe that He who deigned to give him to me of a sterile mother could raise him from the dead.  For this reason I say with truth, ‘When we have worshiped, we shall come back to you.’”  (Caesarius of Arles)

15. The two servants whom he ordered to stay with the ass typified the Jewish people, who could not ascend or reach the place of sacrifice because they would not believe in Christ.  That ass signified the synagogue.  The ram that was stuck among the briars with its horns also seems to represent the Lord, for Christ as it were stuck among thorns with horns when He hung on the beam of the cross, fastened with nails.  When Isaac carried the wood for the sacrifice of himself, in this too He prefigured Christ our Lord, Who carried His own cross to the place of His passion.  For this reason this lesson is read at Easter [Pascha] when the True Isaac, whose type the son of Abraham illustrated, is fastened to the gibber of the cross for the human race.  (Caesarius of Arles)

16. He was a son, just as is the Son (he is the son of Abraham; Christ, of God).  He was a victim, as was the Lord, but his sacrifice was not consummated, while the Lord’s was.  All he did was to carry the wood of his sacrifice, just as the Lord bore the wood of the cross.  (St. Clement of Alexandria)

17. In two things then was Abraham victorious: that he killed his son although he did not kill him, and that he believed that after Isaac died, he would be raised up again and would go back with him.  (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

18. Therefore he brought his beloved son to be sacrificed, and him whom he had begotten so late he offered without delay.  Nor was he held back by being addressed as father, when his son called him “father” and he answered “my son.”  (St. Ambrose)

19. The hardest part of the tribulation occurred when Isaac said "My father."  In faith Abraham replies, mentioning God's will.  Abraham had already offered his son in his heart; Isaac also [image: image1.jpg]


had already obeyed his father until death.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
20. Abraham’s response, sufficiently accurate and cautious, moves me.  I do not know what he saw in his spirit, for he does not speak about the present but about the future: “God Himself will provide Himself a Sheep.”  He responded to his son’s inquiry about present things with future things.  For “the Lord Himself will provide Himself a Sheep” in Christ, because also “He Himself humbled Himself unto death.” (Phil 2:8)  (Origen)

21. Through motives of high devotion and in obedience to the world of God, Abraham offered his son as a holocaust, and like a man devoid of natural feeling he drew his sword that no delay might dim the brightness of his offering.  (St. Ambrose)

22. God knew Abraham's heart; He didn't have to try him.  He did it to honor him before all and to show his strong faith that might not have been revealed otherwise; this way he can be a living example for others.  Therefore, not every trial is a punishment; it might be for honoring us.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
23. Accordingly, God knows now, but to know something now is an admission of previous ignorance.  Since it is a contradiction for God not to know that Abraham has been previously faithful to Him and of whom it had been said, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as justice,” (Gen 15:6) that which He knew at this moment is the time when Abraham received this testimony, and not the time when God also began to acquire this knowledge.  By bringing his son as a holocaust, Abraham manifested the love that he had for God.  God’s ignorance of anything does not arise from a lack of knowledge but from the occasion.  (St. Hilary of Poitiers)

24. Have You just now known Abraham, Lord, with whom You have communicated for such a long time?  Because Abraham had such great faith in sacrificing his own son, on that account God first began to know him.  Why have we said all this?  Because it is written, “For the Lord knows the way of the just.” Let us walk therefore in Christ, and then God the Father will know our way.  (St. Jerome)

25. Wherein He was saying, “Now I have made people (who up to now did not know) recognize what I, in my own mind, always held to be certain, [namely], that you fear God.”  (Bede)

26. God knew, and it was not hidden from Him, since it is He “Who has known all things before they come to pass.” (Sus 42(Dan 13:42))  But these things are written on account of you, because you too indeed have believed in God.  But unless you fulfill “the works of faith,” unless you are obedient to all the commands, even the more difficult ones, unless you offer sacrifice and show that you place neither father nor mother nor sons before God, you will not know that you fear God.  Nor will it be said of you, “Now I know that you fear God.”  But if I shall undertake the struggles, if I shall utter a “good confession,” if I shall bear calmly all things which are inflicted, then an angel can say, as if confirming and strengthening me, “Now I know that you fear God.” (Origen)
27. “What shall we render to the Lord for all the things that He has rendered to us?” (Ps 116:12)  God the Father, on account of us, “spared not His own Son.” (Rom 8:32)  Who of you, do you suppose, will sometime hear the voice of an angel saying, “Now I know that you fear God, because you spared not your son,” or your daughter or wife? Or, you spared not your money or the honors of the world or the ambitions of the world, but you have despised all things and “have counted all things dung that you may gain Christ”? (Phil 3:8) Or, “you have sold all things and have given to the poor and have followed the Word of God?” (Mt 19:21)  Who of you, do you think, will hear a word of this kind from the angels?  (Origen)

28. God will help us before, during, and after every tribulation until He fulfills His will in us, if we submit to His work in us.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
29. God asked for a human sacrifice, even though He forbids it, to show Abraham's great love for Him in his will to offer the most precious possession he has.  God loves man and desires him to live and not perish.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
30. God seeks belief from you, not death. What else than faith was God requiring in the father, since He ordered the son to be offered but did not allow him to be killed?  (Peter Chrysologus)

31. In the ram that hung in the tree and had become the sacrifice in the place of Abraham’s son, there might be depicted the day of Him Who was to hang upon the wood like a ram and was to taste death for the sake of the whole world.  (St. Ephrem the Syrian)
32. The ram is the Word, full of tranquility and restraint and patience.  Wisdom is a good sacrifice and belongs to one who is duly wise and making atonement to understand the purpose of an action.  (St. Ambrose)

33. It is worthwhile to know how both are appropriate to Christ, both Isaac, who is not slain, and the ram, which is slain.  Christ is “the Word of God,” but “the Word was made flesh.”  One aspect of Christ therefore is from above; the other is received from human nature and the womb of the Virgin.  Christ suffered, therefore, but in the flesh; and He endured death, but it was the flesh, of which this ram is a type, as also St. John said: “Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him Who takes away the sin of the world.” (Jn 1:29)  But the Word continued “in incorruption,” which is Christ according to the Spirit, of which Isaac is the image.  (Origen)

34. The sacrifice was not for the sake of Isaac but for that of Abraham, who was tested by being called upon to make this offering.  The death of Isaac would not buy freedom for the world.  No, that could be accomplished only by the death of our Savior, by Whose stripes we are all healed. (St. Athanasius)

35. Hence Christ too said to the Jews, “Your father Abraham rejoiced in anticipation of seeing my day; he saw it and was delighted.” (Jn 8:56)  How did he see it if he lived so long before?  In type, in shadow.  Just as in our text the sheep was offered in place of Isaac, so here the rational Lamb was offered for the world.  You see, it was necessary that the truth be sketched out ahead of time in shadow.  Notice, I ask you, dearly beloved, how everything was prefigured in shadow: an only-begotten son in that case, an Only-Begotten in this; dearly loved in that case, Dearly loved in this.  “This is my beloved Son,” Scripture says, in fact, “in whom I have found satisfaction.”  The former was offered as a burnt offering by his father, and the latter His Father surrendered.  (St. John Chrysostom)

36. Up to this point there is shadow, but now the truth of things is shown to be more excellent. This rational Lamb, you see, was offered for the whole world; He purified the whole world; He freed human beings from error and led them forward to the truth; He made earth into heaven. All error has been abolished, and the Light of Truth has shone brightly on the world. Do you see the superiority of the truth? Do you see what shadow is, on the one hand, and truth, on the other?  (St. John Chrysostom)
37. In the Gospel the Lord says, “If you were the children of Abraham, you would do the works surely of Abraham.” (John 8:39)  Behold, this is a work of Abraham.  Do the works that Abraham did, but not with sadness, “for God loves a cheerful giver.”  “Offer your son” not in the depths of the earth or “in the vale of tears” but in the high and lofty mountains.  Show that faith in God is stronger than the affections of the flesh.  For Abraham loved Isaac his son, the text says, but he placed the love of God before love of the flesh, and he is found not with the affection of the flesh but “with the affection of Christ,” that is, with the affection of the Word of God and of the truth and wisdom.  (Origen)

38. And, just as there is nothing corporeal in God, so also you might perceive nothing corporeal in all these things.  Rather, you too might beget a son Isaac in the spirit when you begin to have “the fruit of the Spirit, joy, peace, ...”  Now you beget joy if “you count it all joy when you fall into various temptations” and you offer that joy in sacrifice to God.  For when you have approached God joyfully, He again gives back to you what you have offered and says to you, “You will see me again, and your heart shall rejoice, and no man shall take your joy from you.” (Jn 16:22)  We appear to offer victims to the Lord, but the things we offer are given back to us.  For God needs nothing, but He wishes us to be rich; He desires our progress through each individual thing.  (Origen)  [To understand this comment, it is necessary to keep in mind that Isaac is interpreted etymologically to mean “joy.”  Origen relies heavily on the principle of interpreting the Scriptures by means of the Scriptures in order to find related passages.]

39. He [Abraham] felt as a father would, but he did not shrink from his duty to God.  (St. Ambrose)

40. Blessed Jerome, a priest, wrote that he knew most certainly from the ancient Jews and elders that Christ our Lord was afterward crucified in the place where Isaac was offered.  This too is mentioned in the account of the ancients: that in the very place where the Cross was fastened the first Adam once was buried. Moreover, it was called the place of Calvary for the very reason that the first head of the human race is said to have been buried there.  The precious Blood may be believed to have corporally redeemed the ashes of the sinner of old by deigning to touch it with Its drops.  (Caesarius of Arles)

41. It is believed that Jesus Christ was crucified on the same mountain and in the same place where Isaac was offered as a sacrifice.  Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw Jesus Christ Himself rising from death at the place appointed for the Offering.  Thus, the burning of the tribulation changed to heavenly dew with the appearance of Jesus Christ in the site of Abraham.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
42. God's promise to Abraham was re-affirmed a second time from heaven.  The first promise came from earth to the Jews, but the second from heaven, concerning the new man of faith, for a heavenly inheritance.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)
43. At that time in the 1st promise there is no reason stated why the promise is given, only that He brought him forth and “showed him,” Scripture says, “the stars of heaven, and said, ‘So shall your seed be.’”  But now He adds the reason on account of which He confirms with an oath the promise which will be steadfast.  For He says, “Because you have done this thing and have not spared your son.”  (Origen)

44. But what the text adds is not new.  For “I shall certainly bless you” has already been said earlier, and “I shall certainly multiply you” have been promised earlier, and “your seed shall be as the stars of heaven and as the sand of the sea” also had been announced previously.  One promise would have sufficed if Abraham had lived only “according to the flesh” and had been the father of one people whom he begot “according to the flesh.”  But because he was to be the father also of those who “are of faith” and who come to the inheritance through the Passion of Christ, the promise that should apply to that people which is saved by the Passion and Resurrection of Christ is renewed at the time, no less, of the passion of Isaac.  The 1st promise is given from the earth, the 2nd “from heaven.”  Does not this clearly seem to represent that which the Apostle says: “The first man was of the earth, earthly; the second man from heaven, heavenly.” (1Cor 15:47)  This latter promise, therefore, which applies to the faithful people is “from heaven,” the former from the earth.  (Origen)

45. For this reason therefore God renews His promises to show you that you also ought to be renewed.  If you remain in that which is first, which is of the earth, you will be rejected, unless you change yourself, unless you have been converted, unless, having been made “heavenly,” you have received “the image of the heavenly.”  For what will it profit you if God should renew the promises and you should not be renewed?  What does it profit you if God binds Himself with an oath and you should pass over these things as if hearing a common story?  (Origen)

46. “To Abraham God promised and to his seed. He did not say, ‘And to his seeds’ as of many; but as of one, ‘And to your seed,’ which is Christ.” (Gal 3:16)  It is said therefore of Christ: “I shall certainly multiply your seed, and they shall be as the stars of heaven in multitude and as the sand which is by the seashore.”  What person now needs an explanation to know how the seed of Christ is multiplied, who sees the preaching of the Gospel extended from the ends of the earth “to the ends of the earth” and who sees that there is now almost no place which has not received the seed of the word?  (Origen)
47. “In your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” His seed is Christ; because from Abraham came Isaac, from Isaac Jacob, from Jacob twelve sons, from these twelve the people of the Jews, from the people of the Jews the Virgin Mary, from the Virgin Mary our Lord Jesus Christ.  And what was promised to Abraham we find fulfilled among ourselves.  He believed, and he never saw what was promised.  (St. Augustine)

48. We are not born of the lineage of Aaron, but we have believed in Him in Whom Aaron also, with the saints of that age, believed.  Concerning Him, it was promised to Abraham that in “in your descendants all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Acts 3:25)  (Bede)

49. But what does it profit me, if the seed of Abraham, “which is Christ,” should possess “the cities of his enemies for an inheritance” and should not possess my city?  If in my city, that is, in my soul, which is “the city of the great king,” neither His law not His ordinances should be observed?  So therefore let each one of us do what is necessary that Christ may also conquer the enemies in his soul and in his body and, subjecting and triumphing over them, may possess the city even of his soul.  (Origen)

50. The bonds indeed with which they [the enemy] bind us are our passions and vices with which we are bound until “we crucify our flesh with the vices and concupiscences.”  The seed of Abraham, therefore, that is, the seed of the Word, which is the preaching of the Gospel of faith in Christ, has occupied “the cities of their enemies.”  (Origen)

51. Why was our father Abraham blessed?  Was it not because he performed justice and truth through faith?  Isaac, knowing the future in confidence, was willingly led forth as a sacrifice.  (St. Cement of Rome)  Rightly them is he blessed because he was faithful; and rightly was he faithful because he was patient.  (Tertullian)

52. For his virtue of extraordinary obedience he was granted the inheritance of an everlasting blessing.  When you hear that a greater obedience is repaid by a greater prize, you yourself [will] attempt to learn and to possess obedience.  (Bede)

53. If you understand the blessing which was promised to Abraham about the nation’s coming to belief as a gift fulfilled in you – then He has truly made wine out of water for you, since He has opened to you the spiritual sense, by whose new fragrance you are intoxicated.  (Bede)

54. It is written in the prophet speaking in the person of the Lord, “I have used similitudes by the ministries of the prophets.” (Hos 12:10)  What this statement means is this: Although our Lord Jesus Christ is one in His Substance and is nothing other that the Son of God, nevertheless He is represented as various and diverse in the figures and images of the Scripture.  (Origen)

55. The departure of the young man with Abraham and Isaac to Beersheba could symbolize the return of the Jews to believe on Jesus Christ in the last days, and their baptism.  (Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty)

 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
The Offering of Isaac
Read: Genesis 22
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Verse to memorize: 

	You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind.
Luke 10:27


1.  How did Abraham respond to God’s test? 
          a) He argued and complained.
          b) He was hesitant to obey at first.
          c) He obeyed immediately.
          d) He asked God questions.
          e) He ignored God’s directions.
2.  Which verse shows that Abraham rose early to obey God's word? 
         a) 3        b) 4        c) 8        d) 11        e) 14 

3.  What did Abraham end up offering instead of his son? 
        a) His donkey        b) A ram        c) A dove        d) Incense        e) Nothing 

4.  By passing the temptation, Abraham proved that he loved __________ more than _______________ else. 
5.  __________ does not ____________ us beyond our ______________.  [test, capabilities, God] 
6.  The Lord said to ______________, "Blessing I will bless you, and _______________ I will multiply your descendants as the _____________ of the heaven and the ____________ which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their ______________.  In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be _______________, because you have _____________ My voice." 

7.  Match the similarities between Isaac’s sacrifice and Christ’s crucifixion: 

	  Isaac was Abraham’s only son
	Christ rose after 3 days

	  Isaac obeyed Abraham
	Jesus carried the cross

	  Isaac carried the wood of the offering
	Jesus is God’s Only Son

	  Moriah was the place of sacrifice
	Christ rose from the dead

	  It took 3 days to get to the place of sacrifice
	Jesus obeyed His Father

	  Isaac came back alive
	Christ was crucified in Golgotha
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