

The Great Flood: the Ark of Noah 
Objective 

· Noah the Righteous is rewarded for his obedience 

Memory Verse 

“The Just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17). 

References 

· Genesis 6,7,8
· The Bible Dictionary 

Introduction 

Use pictures of a flood or a picture of a dove, a crow and a branch of an olive tree.
· Does God accept wrong doers and sinners? 

· How is a wicked man punished? 

· How are saints rewarded in the end? 

Lesson Outlines 

Adam and Eve lived outside the Paradise of Eden and people increased in number. But sorry to say, evil spread and most people walked with the devil and after many years, there was only one house that worshipped God. God was not pleased with all the people because everything they did was wrong. The Lord said to Noah, “Noah, you are a good-hearted man, and I am pleased with you because you are faithful and sincere. Make yourself an ark of three decks.” Noah and his sons worked hard and made that big ship. Wicked people asked Noah about what he was doing, and Noah told them that God would destroy the world with floodwaters if the people did not repent. The people laughed at him and mocked him, saying that he was mad, “Noah is building an ark in the center of the town. Of course he is mad. He has deceived us and lied to us. Noah, do not waste your time.” 

· What did the Lord order Noah to do? 

· Why did God choose Noah in particular? 

Noah went on with his work till he finished making the ark, and the day appointed for the flood came (By the way, it took Noah and his sons 120 years to build the ark, so imagine how big the ark was!) Then God said to Noah, “Go into the Ark, you and your entire household. Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, males and females, a pair of the animals that are not clean, and seven pairs of the birds of the air also to keep their kind alive upon the face of all the earth.” And Noah said to the Lord, “How can I gather all these animals and birds?” And the Lord said to him, “Stand by the door of the Ark and I will send you all the animals and birds.” Then they all went into the Ark (the eight persons and all the animals and birds). Noah requested and warned the people to repent, but the people were indifferent and did not care. The Lord then shut the door of the Ark so no one could either enter or go out. Rain began to fall. All the outlets of the vast body of water beneath the earth burst open; all the floodgates of the sky were opened and rain fell on the earth. The water became deep enough for the ark to float. The water became deep and the ark drifted on the surface. People ran to the ark but the Lord had shut the door of the ark. People looked for a place to protect themselves but in vain; neither high buildings nor mountains nor… nor... anything could shelter them. And the flood continued for forty days. 

· How did Noah gather all beasts, animals and birds? 

· How many persons went into the ark? 

· Who shut the door of the ark? 

Noah sent out a raven after a long time, but the raven did not come back (why?). Then he sent out a dove, and it returned to him as it could not find a place to alight. Then he sent out the dove once more, and it returned to him with a fresh olive leaf in its beak. Then he sent out the dove again but this time it did not come back, so Noah understood that plants appeared. And the Ark came to rest on the mountain of Ararat. 
· Why didn’t the raven go back to Noah? 

· What do you think of the two doves’ behavior? 

Conclusion 

· Obedience is essential to prove our faith and to strengthen our relationship with God. 

Applications 

· What is the relationship between the Ark and the church? What are the similarities? 

· What happened to those who followed the advice of the man of God, and what happened to the others? 




Genesis 6
	1
	Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them,

	2
	that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose.

	3
	And the Lord said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."

	4
	There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.

	5
	Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

	6
	And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.

	7
	So the Lord said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them."

	8
	But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

	9
	This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.

	10
	And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

	11
	The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.

	12
	So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.

	13
	And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

	14
	"Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch.

	15
	"And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.

	16
	"You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks.

	17
	"And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die.

	18
	"But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark-you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you.

	19
	"And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female.

	20
	"Of the birds after their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive.

	21
	"And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and for them."

	22
	Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.


Genesis 7
	1
	Then the Lord said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.

	2
	"You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female;

	3
	"also seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth.

	4
	"For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made."

	5
	And Noah did according to all that the Lord commanded him.

	6
	Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth.

	7
	So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the flood.

	8
	Of clean animals, of animals that are unclean, of birds, and of everything that creeps on the earth,

	9
	two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female, as God had commanded Noah.

	10
	And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the earth.

	11
	In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.

	12
	And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights.

	13
	On the very same day Noah and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark

	14
	they and every beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort.

	15
	And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of life.

	16
	So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in.

	17
	Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth.

	18
	The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters.

	19
	And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered.

	20
	The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered.

	21
	And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man.

	22
	All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died.

	23
	So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive.

	24
	And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days.


Genesis 8

	1
	Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided.

	2
	The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained.

	3
	And the waters receded continually from the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters decreased.

	4
	Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.

	5
	And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.

	6
	So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made.

	7
	Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had dried up from the earth.

	8
	He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the waters had receded from the face of the ground.

	9
	But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to himself.

	10
	And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from the ark.

	11
	Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth.

	12
	So he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not return again to him anymore.

	13
	And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry.

	14
	And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried.

	15
	Then God spoke to Noah, saying,

	16
	"Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you.

	17
	"Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth."

	18
	So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him.

	19
	Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of the ark.

	20
	Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

	21
	And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma. Then the Lord said in His heart, "I will never again curse the ground for man's sake, although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.

	22
	"While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night Shall not cease."



Noah's Ark and Our Salvation(
Bible Reference:      Genesis 6-9
Golden Verse :         

"But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD." (Gen 6:8) 

Lesson Aim: 

1. God takes care of us.
2. The Ark and salvation 

Lesson Notes: 

1. Why did Noah find grace in the eyes of the LORD? 

a. In a wicked world, Noah was spotless, blameless and followed God’s commandments. 
b. He was obedient to God. 

c. He believed on God. 

d. He was patient. 

e. He was a source of blessing for his entire household. 

2. What does the Ark symbolize? 

a. The Ark is the symbol of the Church, the only way for salvation. 

b. It is also a symbol of the cross. 

3. What does the flood symbolize? 

a. The flood is a symbol of baptism; in baptism we die with Christ, and then we are risen to a new life. 

b. The wicked world (sin) was destroyed so the new world would be born. 

4. The events of the flood 

a. God cannot tolerate sin. He is merciful but Holy and Just. 

b. God is patient with sinners. He wanted them to repent (for 120 years).
c. God cares about His children who follow Him, whether a few or a multitude. In this case, it was just one person (Noah). 

d. The Lord shut the door Himself (7:16).  Notice the relationship to Matthew 25:10 (the parable of the ten virgins); “Those who were ready went in with Him to the wedding and the door was shut.”
e. The wicked people are drowned by water; the ark, on the other hand, floats. 

f. The raven is the symbol of sin. It has to be evicted.  
g. The dove is a symbol of holiness (the Holy Spirit). It comes back; it can't live in a wicked world. 

h. Noah does not leave the ark until ordered by God. 

i. The first order of business for Noah was to build an altar, offer burnt offerings, and give thanks God.

Supplemental Notes( On

The Great Flood: the Ark of Noah 
1. The sons of God sought the lust of the flesh (beautiful women).  The righteous mingled with wicked women and all became corrupt.  There was a need for a renewal of all creation. (St. Augustine)
2. God called man “flesh” when he submitted to its lust, and hence it was not fit for God’s Holy Spirit to dwell in corruption.
3. And, since the sons of God became busy with the flesh, they became unspiritual and turned to the love of power, honor, and pride instead of seeking the fruits of the Spirit (kindness, gentleness, and meekness).
4. God could not stand the evil that had spread on the earth and could not dwell in the spirit of man which He created, therefore He was sorry.
5. Realistically, God doesn’t feel sorry nor does He change His mind; His decision is firm and His knowledge of the future is certain.  He used these phrases to help man, in his limited mind, understand the gravity and bitterness of sin and the impossibility of uniting Holy Godliness with human corruption. (St. Augustine)
6. God didn’t neglect a single righteous man, Noah, among multitudes of wicked sinners.  He is happy with His saints, even though they are very few in number; He protects and nurtures them.

7. [image: image2.jpg]


Were there not a man and a family who by God’s grace stood out from the wickedness of their day, there would have been a new beginning on the part of God that would have omitted all of us!

8. God told Noah what was going to happen because He loved him and treated him as a friend, revealing all secrets.

9. Noah continued to build the ark for 120 years before the eyes of all wicked men in order to warn them and affirm to them God’s promises.

10. God did not destroy the earth, but man chose this end for himself and for the earth by the multitude of his grave sins.  Destruction is a natural product of corruption; that’s why God said, "The end of all flesh has come before Me.” God did not wish that this would happen, but man brought this end upon himself by his own choice.
11. Symbolism: 
When once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.  There is also an antitype which now saves us-baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ …” (I Peter 3:20, 21)
a. Flood water = Baptism

b. Ark’s wood = Cross

c. Ark = Church

d. Crow = sin which escapes and doesn’t return in the holy vessel

e. Dove = Holy Spirit that returns to the ark to bring joy and peace

12. The structure of the Ark represents the features of the holy person: (Origen)
a. Length = Faith = 300 Cu. [(100 = Christ’s fold) x (3 = Holy Trinity)]

b. Width = Love = 50 Cu. [forgiveness of sins through love; 50th year Jubilee of freedom from slavery & Pentecost]

c. Height = Hope = 30 Cu. [The raising man to God; Joseph left prison 30 years old]

13. The side door represents the side of Jesus Christ which was pierced and through which we enter Christ through the Holy Communion. (St. Augustine)
14. The 3 decks represent:  (St. Augustine)

a. The Church of all people (sons of Shem, Ham, and Japheth)
b. The three layers of virtue (faith, love, and hope)

c. The amount of spiritual fruit produced (30, 60, & 100 fold)

d. Types of Church members (married, widows, & virgins)

15. The 3 decks represent the 3 types of Scriptural interpretations: (Origen)

a. Literal interpretation: the 1st deck, with the animals
b. Practical interpretation: the 2nd deck

c. Spiritual interpretation: the 3rd deck, closer to God

16. Many workers joined Noah in building the ark only for personal (material) gain but did not think about saving themselves.  Likewise, many servants of the word preach the truth of the Gospel for personal gain but do not practice the word; they perish while those who accept in faith the word being preached are saved.  For this reason the apostle Paul said, “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” I Cor 9:27
17. Noah represents Jesus Christ Who saved us from death and blessed us with peace in a new life. (Origen)

18. The additional clean animals that God told Noah to bring into the ark could be used for food and for sacrifice once the water subsided.

19. The number of souls that were saved was 8, symbolizing the heavenly and new nature of the Church.  Number 8 represents the life after this world’s time; number 7 represents the days of this world’s week, and number 8 crosses the limitation of its time.

20. Notice that Noah and his sons did not have but one wife each.

21. God closing the ark’s door symbolizes Him opening for us Paradise with His cross as the key and closing it after us so that the enemy cannot sneak in.

22. The flood water increased for 40 days, symbolizing our lives on earth; we have to hide from the flood of this world in the Church and continually repent as long as we’re on earth.

23. The Bible says, “All the fountains of the great deep were broken up,” as if the earth became a collection of water springs, bursting water without end.

24. As tribulations toughen on us like floods of water, we’re protected by faith and are raised up in the eyes of the Lord.  We do not enter these tribulations, and when they’re over, we rest on high grounds, being glorified in the Lord.

25. The Church of Jesus Christ (the ark), even if she’s shaken temporarily by tribulations (the flood waters), is not destroyed or sunk by the raging waters but is raised up, as the water raised the ark, to remain high and glorified with the Lord.
26. The crow found corruption to feed on (dead bodies), but the dove couldn’t find any rest except in the hands of Noah.

a. Crow = sin; those seeking their own desires
b. Dove = Holy Spirit; those seeking the desire of Christ (represented by Noah)
27. In the second time, the dove flew to the world, declaring the peace of Christ through the new world and the start of a new life.
28. In the third time, the dove flew to the world and didn’t return, symbolizing man’s exodus into eternal life to the heavenly glories, where he isn’t limited to the earthly Church.

29. The entire flood incident lasted for a year and 11 days. The flood began in Noah’s year 600, month 2, day 17 (Gen. 7:11); this is equivalent to the year 1,656 of the world, according to the Hebrew Calendar, or 2349 B.C. and falls in the middle or end of the month of November. The flood ended in Noah’s year 601, month 2, day 27 (Gen. 8:14).

30. Noah offered a sacrifice once he came out of the ark.  Likewise, the Church cannot offer Communion before Baptism.  Noah’s sacrifice symbolized the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.  When the Lord smelled it, He declared His pleasure and reconciliation with man; the curse was lifted off the earth.


                             NAME: ____________________________  

First                           Last                                                            
The Great Flood: the Ark of Noah 

Read: Genesis 6, 7, & 8
Verse to memorize: 

	The Just shall live by faith.

Romans 1:17


1. Which creatures were not destroyed by the flood?  (Circle each which applies)
a. [image: image3.jpg]


Noah and his wife
b. Noah’s three sons and their wives

c. Two of every clean animal
d. Seven of every unclean animal
e. Two pairs of every unclean animal

2. What were the names of Noah’s sons?  (Genesis 6)

a. _____________________

b. _____________________

c. _____________________

3. How old was Noah when the floodwaters came on the earth?  (Genesis 7)

a. 40

b.  62

c.  70    
d.  120

e.  600

4. Which animals were taken into the ark?  (Genesis 7)

a. 7 pairs of each clean animal 

b. 2 pairs of every kind of animal

c. 2 pairs of each unclean animal

d. 1 of every kind of animal

e. a & c

5. The raven which Noah sent out of the ark, to determine whether the land had dried, came back because it found no dry ground.  TRUE  or  FALSE

6. What symbol did God gave that the earth would never again be destroyed by the flood?  _______________________________
7. What did the flood symbolize?  ______________________________[image: image1.emf] 
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( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( References used: 


The Nelson Study Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1997


The Book of Genesis (A Patristic Commentary), Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, St. George Coptic Church, Sporting - Alexandria, Egypt, 1988 (Sorry, I forget to place the saints’ names next to some of their sayings.)
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