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David, Solomon and the Building of the Temple 
Objective 

To give the children an idea about people’s love for God and how their love was so deep and strong that they built a great Temple to worship God. 

Memory Verse 

“I have sanctified this house which you have built to put My name there forever” (1 Kg 9:3) 

References 

· 1 Kings 6,7,8 

· “Interpretation of the First Book of Kings,” Sporting, Alexandria 

Introduction 

Ask the children to hold a discussion about the buildings in their village or town. What makes the building attractive? Mention some of the attractive buildings. 

Today’s lesson is about a building that was built in seven years and cost millions of dollars, and the man who built it was the greatest king on earth at that time. “Solomon” means “Peace”, Solomon ruled for forty years. He was David’s son who ruled after him. He was the greatest king, and he was very wise and very rich. 

Lesson Outlines 

I. The Temple 
This is the Temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem. It looked like the Tent of Meetings in its structure and appearance. David had prepared the material for building the Temple, Solomon started building it in the fourth year of his reign, and the building was complete in the eleventh year. It was the pride of Jerusalem and the most beautiful building in the world at that time. 

· How long did it take Solomon to build the Temple? 

II. How the idea of building the Temple came to Solomon’s mind 
King David desired to build a Temple for the Lord; the Lord was pleased, but the Lord said, “Your son Solomon will build the Temple”. So David designed the building and chose its location. He prepared large amounts of gold, silver, copper, iron, and cedar wood for building the Temple. It is difficult to place a value on such materials nowadays because they are worth millions and millions of dollars. 

III. Solomon builds the Temple 
When Solomon sat on the throne, he ordered his men to collect and gather building materials. It took them three years to gather the materials and in the fourth year, they started building the Temple. Solomon employed a great number of workers. 70,000 workers carried stones. The building materials were prepared in a place far away from the building itself (1 Kings 6,7). The vessels and instruments used in the Temple were covered with gold. 
IV. The Designs of the Temple (The Servant reads 2 Samuel 7; 14-17, 1 Kings 5, 6, 7) 

People gave their offerings and took part in building the Temple. Think of the things people offered for building the Temple and the work they did in order to help and participate in building the Temple. The first book of Kings gives us a clear picture of the numerous deeds performed by the people. 
· Where did the offerings come from? 
We also recognize the great love of those people for the Temple, as it is the House of God. All the classes of the people volunteered to do the job. The king, the laborers, the skilled workers all volunteered to work. This spirit should prevail today; we should offer the Church all that she needs. 
· Who of the kings thought first of building the Temple? 
· Who built it? 

· Who took part in building it? 

· How did the people offer their gifts? 

· Where was the Temple built? 

· How can you express your love for the Church? 

· Do you offer your offerings (your gifts) in the Church treasury? 

Conclusion 

The Servant holds a discussion with the children as to how they should love others. 
· They should offer their gifts to the Church so that she may be able to complete her projects. 

· They should give gifts to poor children on feast days, especially Christmas and Easter. 

· The Servant encourages the children to save some money to be offered to the Church as a sign of love for the House of God. 

Applications 

· Study this verse by heart: “I have sanctified this house which you have built to put My name there forever” (1 Kings 9:3). 

· Cross the wrong words between parenthesis: 

a. The Temple of God was built in (Cairo -Baghdad -Jerusalem). 

b. (Solomon -David -Saul) built the Temple. 

c. The people gave their gifts (sadly -angrily -joyfully). 

d. Write in your notebook 1 Kings 8:22-53. 

e. Study the Orthodox creed by heart (the Servant divides it into parts so that it can be easily studied). 


Building God’s Temple
(Abbreviated Story for Kids()
I. Introduction
A. Open a discussion about the best-looking buildings
· Today’s discussion is about the best ancient building in the world.
B. It was built by King Solomon.
1. He was King David’s son; “Solomon” means peace.
2. He asked God for wisdom; God gave him wealth and honor also.

i So, he became the wisest man on earth.

ii He also became the richest and most honored man.
II. Building the Temple
A. King David desired to build a house for God, but he couldn’t because he was busy fighting wars around him.
1. He designed the building on paper and chose its location.
2. He prepared large amounts of gold, silver, copper, iron, and wood to build it.
3. The stored materials increased in amount; it couldn’t be counted.
B. Solomon collected even more materials before he started to build the Temple.
C. A labor force of 183,000 men was involved:
1. 30,000 men carried Cedar wood from Lebanon; King Hiram of Tyre helped provide the Cedars.
2. 70,000 men carried loads between different locations.
3. 80,000 men cut large stones in the mountains.
4. 3,300 men supervised the work.
D. The magnificence of the Temple

1. The inside wall was made of Cedar wood covered with ornamental buds and open flowers.

2. The Inner Sanctuary (Most Holy Place) was covered with pure gold, along with the Altar.

3. Two Cherubs with wings decorated the inner room and were covered with gold.

4. The entrance and the doors of the Sanctuary were covered with gold.

5. All the vessels and instruments of the Temple were made out of gold.

III.  Building the Church
A. People gave lots of offerings and eagerly volunteered in building the Temple.
1. Do you make a regular offering to the Church?

2. Do you save money for the House of God?
3. Do you care for God’s house?  Example: cleaning & organizing the class.
B. The Temple was adorned with the best that Solomon and his people could afford.
1. Do you offer the best to the Church?

2. Do you treat Church better than your home?

3. Do you volunteer your best time for Church?  Example: vacation time, weekends, holidays, etc.
IV.  Optional Discussions for Older Kids

A. Similarities between the Temple’s structure and that of the New Testament Church.
· This is how we design our Churches today.

B. What happened to the Temple?

· It was reduced to rubble.  Why?  Because of sin

C. Building the Church within

1. Our bodies became the Temple of the Holy Spirit by the Sacrament of Chrismation.

2. How should we behave, knowing that?
3. We should regularly perform spiritual activities.

4. We should walk according to God’s commandments.


Supplemental Notes( On
David, Solomon and the Building of the Temple 
1. When David wanted to build a house for the Lord and prepared everything, stones and steel, “and bronze in abundance beyond measure, and cedar trees in abundance,” the Lord did not forget the blood that David shed. The word of the Lord came to him saying, “you have shed much blood...you shall not build a house for My name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in My sight” (1 Chr. 22:3-8).
2. Solomon the king used lots of cedar trees in building the Temple because of its strength.
3. The Cedar trees represent the priests.  Origen said, "The beams were made of cedar, and cedar is known for its straight forwardness and nice aroma; in the same manner, the priests are filled with the aroma of the knowledge of Christ."  Cedar was used to build masts of ships (Ezek. 27:5). An analogy for that, the priest leads his people to the divine port. Cedar was used to build musical instruments; in the same manner, priests stir the spirit of joy in their children. Cedar was used in building the inner part of the temple of Solomon (1 Kings 6:20), as well as the altar (1 Kings 6:18). The message of the priest is to build the inner house of the heart, so he does not care about the outside appearance or is occupied with any other job.  

4. The cedar tree also has many characteristics resembling a Christian person, high in length, strong in roots, have nice smell, beautiful, “…rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God” (1 Peter 3:4), and straight in the way righteousness as a believer.  The cedar tree also has plenty of leaves and branches like a Christian who has plenty of virtues and spiritual struggles.  David the Psalmist says, “The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing, He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.” (Ps. 92:12-15)
5. Hiram, King of Tyre, who supplied the cedar wood and its cutters, was of mixed parentage.  His father was a Phoenician artisan who had married a widow from the tribe of Naphtali (2 Chr. 2:14).  Like his father, Hiram has become a master craftsman; his contributions to the work on the Temple were extensive.
6. The temple of God was decorated with palm trees. (1 Kings 6:29, Ex. 40:22, 41:18), which represent the Apostles of our Lord.
7. The Most Holy Place was a cube of thirty feet covered with pure gold; the amount of gold is given in 2 Chronicles 3:8 as 600 talents, or about 21 tons!  Gold refers to faith (Rev. 23:18), Silver to preaching (Ps. 12:6), and Brass to patience.  The walls and contents were covered with gold, i.e. it was protected with faith in God.  Likewise, faith is the core of the Church.
8. The Ark of the Covenant is the only item that was housed in the Holy of Holies, for it represented God’s Presence, or His dwelling among His people.
9. Between the two figures of Cherubim on the Ark of the Covenant, clouds appeared and there God dwelled (Lev. 16: 2, Num. 7: 89), and His voice was heard.  This was an indication of the eschatology of our liturgy on the New Altar, i.e. its eternal character.
10. The two figures of Cherubim also point to the unity of the Christian Church with the heavenly creatures and her participation with the Seraphim and Cherubim hymns and liturgies through the sacrifice.
11. Inside the Ark there were :

a. The golden pot containing the Manna, symbol of the true Manna, the Body of Christ.

b. Aaron’s rod is evidence that the authority which is given to the church for preaching and worshipping (rod of pastorate) is part of the New Altar.

c. The Tables of Covenant, written by God’s finger (Exod. 25: 16, 21; Heb. 9: 3, 4), signify that the Gospel of our salvation, the New Covenant, has been realized through the New Altar.
12. The Temple was decorated with beautiful carvings, even in places most people would never see.  This discredits the arguments made by iconoclasts, those who resist the use of holy icons in Churches.
13. Origen emphasizes that the rites conducted within the Temple and the Church should take place mystically in the soul. He demonstrates this by saying: “The soul should have an altar right in the centre of the heart. On it, sacrifices of prayer and burnt offerings of mercy are offered. Thus, bullocks of pride are slaughtered with the knife of meekness, and arms of anger, goats of luxuries and passions are killed.  Let the soul know how to establish a permanently illuminating lamp-stand, right in the Holy of Holies of her heart!”
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Despite the fact that people use such finite materials as land, stones and bricks, wood, gold and silver and utilize architecture designs decorating arts, and painting etc., the building will not possess its ecclesiastical features unless it receives the Holy Spirit, who grants it a heavenly nature.  Likewise, a cloud filled the house of the Lord after it was built and furnished (I Kings 8:10).
15. Note Solomon’s desire to complete the Lord’s house before building his own house.  This shows us the proper priority that should be given in caring for the Church.
16.  It is a privilege and a blessing to help in building the Church of God.
17. Note the similarity between the structure of the Temple and the New Testament Church: 
[image: image4.jpg]Solomon constructed the temple on Mount Moriah,
north of the ancient City of David. The temple was
built according to plans that David received from

the Lord and passed on to Solomon (I Chr.28:11-13,
19). The division into a sanctuary and inner sanctuary
corresponds to the division of the tabernacle into the
holy place and Most Holy Place.
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18. Discuss how in the New Testament each believer is also a Temple of God, consecrated during the Sacrament of Chrismation.
19. Building the church within; walking according to God’s commandments (see 1 Kings 6:12)
20. Recommended viewing: Solomon’s Temple, by AnimMan Studios, 30 minutes.  Please note that video viewing must supplement class instructions and not replace it; therefore, the class period would be extended by 30 minutes, or the viewing would be done outside class period.


                             NAME: ____________________________  

First                  last          

Solomon Builds the Temple

I Kings Chapters 6 - 10

	I have consecrated this house which you have built to put My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.

I Kings 9:3


1.  Why wasn’t kind David able to build a house for the Lord?

a) It wasn’t very important to him.

b) The house already existed.

c) He didn’t have enough builders.

d) He hadn’t built a house for himself yet.

e) He had to fight many wars.

2.  Cross the wrong words between parentheses: 

a) The Temple of God was built in (Cairo -Baghdad -Jerusalem). 

b) (Solomon -David -Saul) built the Temple. 

c) The people gave their gifts (sadly -angrily -joyfully). 

[image: image3.png]


3.  After Solomon finished building the temple, the Glory of the Lord filled it in the form of 


	a) A cloud
	d) Oil

	b) Fire
	e) Lightening

	c) Sweet incense
	


4.  Who came to test Solomon with hard questions?

	a) Hiram
	d) Queen Sheba

	b) Pharaoh
	e) All the nations

	c) Jonathan
	


5.  “All the ea_______ sought the presence of S_________ to hear his ____________, which God had put in his he_________.”

6.  What type of material were King Solomon’s drinking vessels made out of?

	a) Glass
	d) Silver

	b) Gold
	e) Ivory

	c) Crystal
	


7.  Locate Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication, read it, then write down the chapter and verse range:[image: image2.emf] 

 




























































































Solomon's Temple Plan











( Composed by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower CA


( References used: 


The Christian Orthodox e-Reference Library, COePA, Australia, 2002


The Nelson Study Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1997


6th Grade Curriculum, St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church, Los Angeles, CA
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