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Gideon (I) 
Objective 

· To learn about Gideon and his story in the Old Testament. 

· To learn that God can change the weak person into a strong mighty man and the doubt into certainty. 

Memory Verse 

“Surely, I will be with you” (Judges 6:16) 

References 

· Sunday School book for grade 5 from the Greek Orthodox Church. 

· “The Book of Judges,” By father Tadros Y. Malaty 

· “The Book of Judges,” The New Open Bible 

Introduction 

After King David and his son king Solomon died, Judges guided the Israelites. A Judge was someone with wisdom, courage and guided by the spirit of God to lead and judge among the Jews at that time. Samson, Gideon and Deborah were the most famous judges. In this lesson we will learn about Gideon and how he met with God. 

Lesson Outlines 

After entering the Promised Land, the Israelites forgot the great things that God did for them. They started worshiping idols and statues. Even, Gideon’s father had an altar to Baal and a wooden image beside it to worship it. So, their enemies (the Midianites) stole their land, animals and crops. The children of Israel asked God for help to save them from their enemies. Surely, God would never turn down His children’s request, and He would rush to help them. 

One day God came and sat under a tree in the land of Gideon’s father (Joash). Gideon was working on their wheat in the winepress. He was hiding his father’s crop from their enemies. God appeared to Gideon and greeted him and said: “The Lord is with you, you mighty man” and Gideon said to Him, “If the Lord is with us why then all this has happened to us?” (Judges 6:12-13). God told Gideon that he would be the man to save his people from their enemies. He encouraged him and told him “Surely, I will be with you.” 

Gideon wanted to be sure that this is a message from God, so he asked God to wait until he brings him something to eat. Gideon prepared a young goat and unleavened bread. When he brought the goat and the bread to the Lord to eat, the Lord instructed him to put the meat and the bread on a rock. Then, the Lord touched the meat and the bread with a staff that He had in His hand, and fire rose from the rock and consumed the meat and the bread. The Lord also disappeared instantly. So, Gideon was amazed and was sure that he had seen God. Gideon built an altar to the Lord in this place. 

The Lord had asked Gideon to destroy Baal’s altar and the wooden image in his father’s house. He also asked him to take a bull and to offer it as a sacrifice. In the same night Gideon took ten men with him and broke Baal’s altar, burned the wooden image and sacrificed the bull as God told him. In the morning when people woke up and found out what he did, they wanted to kill him. But his father defended him and told them that if it is a true God, he should defend himself. So, all the enemies of Israel gathered together against Gideon and his people because he broke the altar of Baal. Gideon sounded the trumpet and gathered the tribes of Israel with him to go in war against the enemies. 

· Whom do you think will win the war Gideon and his followers or the enemies? We will find out the answer next lesson. 

Conclusion 

· God came immediately to the help of His children the Israelites once they asked for His help. 

· This is the same way that He treats us. If we ask for His help, He will always be there to help us and save us from all evil things. 

Applications 

· Look in the book of Judges for the names of other judges for Israel. 

· Study the story of one more Judge and write it down in 1-2 page project. 


Gideon (II) 
Objective 

· To learn that God gives victory to His children 

· God can win with a small number of people.
Memory Verse 

“The people who are with you are too many for Me” (Judges 7:2) 

References 

· Sunday School book for grade 5 from the Greek Orthodox Church 

· “The Book of Judges,” By father Tadros Y. Malaty 

· “The Book of Judges,” The New Open Bible 

Introduction 

· Review the previous lesson about Gideon and how he saw God. Check if the children remember where the previous story of Gideon ended.
· Gideon was surrounded by his people to enter into a war against the Midianites because he broke the altar of Baal and burned the wooden image. 

Lesson Outlines 

Gideon wanted to be sure that God is with him and that He will help him to win the war against the enemy. He asked God to show him a sign. He placed fleece of wool outside and asked that God would make it wet when all the ground around it is dry. So, it happened just as he requested. Then he asked God again to make the fleece of the wool dry when all the ground around it is wet. So, in the morning the fleece of wool was dry while all the ground around it was covered with dew. Then, Gideon was sure that God was with him and would save Israel with his hand. 

When God saw that there were too many people gathering around Gideon for the war, He told Gideon that He need to decrease their number so they would know that God is the one who helped them win and not their large number or power. Gideon asked anyone who was afraid to return home. So, twenty-two thousands of the people returned. Yet, God thought that the people left are still too many, so He told Gideon to take them down to the water to drink and then said to him, “Everyone who laps from the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set apart by himself; likewise, you shall set apart everyone who gets down on his knees to drink.” And the number of those who lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men, but all the rest of the people got down on their knees to drink water. Then the Lord said to Gideon, “By the three hundred men who lapped, I will save you and deliver the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people go, every man to his place.” 

And it happened on the same night that the Lord said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have delivered it into your hand. But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah, your servant, and you shall hear what they say; afterward, your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah, his servant, to the outpost of the armed men who were in the camp. Now the Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of the East, were lying in the valley as numerous as locusts, and their camels were without number, as the sand by the seashore in multitude. And when Gideon had come, there was a man telling a dream to his companion. He said, “I have had a dream. To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned, and the tent collapsed.” Then his companion answered and said, “This is nothing else but the sword of Gideon, the son of Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand God has delivered Midian and the whole camp." And so it was, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the Lord has delivered the camp of Midian into your hands.” 

Gideon gave every man of the three hundred a trumpet and a torch inside an empty pitcher. They all surrounded the camp of the enemy. Then Gideon blew the trumpet in his hand and all the men blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers and shouted, “The sword of the Lord and Gideon.” Their enemy got scared and fled. So Gideon won the war just as the Lord told him. 

Conclusion 

· God is the one who gives triumph and victory to his children. He chose Gideon and was with him all the way till he won the war with a very small number of fighters, only 300 men. 

Applications 

· Write a story of one of the other judges of Israel. 

· Read the story of Gideon in the Bible in Judges 6-8. 

· Search the web for things related to Gideon. 




Judges 6

	1
	And the children of Israel did that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah: and Jehovah delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years.

	2
	And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel; and because of Midian the children of Israel made them the dens which are in the mountains, and the caves, and the strongholds.

	3
	And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east; they came up against them;

	4
	and they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance in Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.

	5
	For they came up with their cattle and their tents; they came in as locusts for multitude; both they and their camels were without number: and they came into the land to destroy it.

	6
	And Israel was brought very low because of Midian; and the children of Israel cried unto Jehovah.

	7
	And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto Jehovah because of Midian,

	8
	that Jehovah sent a prophet unto the children of Israel: and he said unto them, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage;

	9
	and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drove them out from before you, and gave you their land;

	10
	and I said unto you, I am Jehovah your God; ye shall not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell. But ye have not hearkened unto my voice.

	11
	And the angel of Jehovah came, and sat under the oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites.

	12
	And the angel of Jehovah appeared unto him, and said unto him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valor.

	13
	And Gideon said unto him, Oh, my lord, if Jehovah is with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where are all his wondrous works which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt? but now Jehovah hath cast us off, and delivered us into the hand of Midian.

	14
	And Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and save Israel from the hand of Midian: have not I sent thee?

	15
	And he said unto him, Oh, Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father`s house.

	16
	And Jehovah said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.

	17
	And he said unto him, If now I have found favor in thy sight, then show me a sign that it is thou that talkest with me.

	18
	Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and lay it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again.

	19
	And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of meal: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it.

	20
	And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so.

	21
	Then the angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there went up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and the angel of Jehovah departed out of his sight.

	22
	And Gideon saw that he was the angel of Jehovah; and Gideon said, Alas, O Lord Jehovah! forasmuch as I have seen the angel of Jehovah face to face.

	23
	And Jehovah said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die.

	24
	Then Gideon built an altar there unto Jehovah, and called it Jehovah-shalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

	25
	And it came to pass the same night, that Jehovah said unto him, Take thy father`s bullock, even the second bullock seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the Asherah that is by it;

	26
	and build an altar unto Jehovah thy God upon the top of this stronghold, in the orderly manner, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt-offering with the wood of the Asherah which thou shalt cut down.

	27
	Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as Jehovah had spoken unto him: and it came to pass, because he feared his father`s household and the men of the city, so that he could not do it by day, that he did it by night.

	28
	And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was broken down, and the Asherah was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock was offered upon the altar that was built.

	29
	And they said one to another, Who hath done this thing? And when they inquired and asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing.

	30
	Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may die, because he hath broken down the altar of Baal, and because he hath cut down the Asherah that was by it.

	31
	And Joash said unto all that stood against him, Will ye contend for Baal? Or will ye save him? he that will contend for him, let him be put to death whilst [it is yet] morning: if he be a god, let him contend for himself, because one hath broken down his altar.

	32
	Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal contend against him, because he hath broken down his altar.

	33
	Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east assembled themselves together; and they passed over, and encamped in the valley of Jezreel.

	34
	But the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Gideon; and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was gathered together after him.

	35
	And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh; and they also were gathered together after him: and he sent messengers unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and they came up to meet them.

	36
	And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast spoken,

	37
	behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if there be dew on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast spoken.

	38
	And it was so; for he rose up early on the morrow, and pressed the fleece together, and wrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water.

	39
	And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be kindled against me, and I will speak but this once: let me make trial, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew.

	40
	And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground.


Judges 7

	1
	Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with him, rose up early, and encamped beside the spring of Harod: and the camp of Midian was on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

	2
	And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me.

	3
	Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and trembling, let him return and depart from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand.

	4
	And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go.

	5
	So he brought down the people unto the water: and Jehovah said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink.

	6
	And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink water.

	7
	And Jehovah said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thy hand; and let all the people go every man unto his place.

	8
	So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets; and he sent all the men of Israel every man unto his tent, but retained the three hundred men: and the camp of Midian was beneath him in the valley.

	9
	And it came to pass the same night, that Jehovah said unto him, Arise, get thee down into the camp; for I have delivered it into thy hand.

	10
	But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Purah thy servant down to the camp:

	11
	and thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thy hands be strengthened to go down into the camp. Then went he down with Purah his servant unto the outermost part of the armed men that were in the camp.

	12
	And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along in the valley like locusts for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand which is upon the sea-shore for multitude.

	13
	And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man telling a dream unto his fellow; and he said, Behold, I dreamed a dream; and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian, and came unto the tent, and smote it so that it fell, and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat.

	14
	And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: into his hand God hath delivered Midian, and all the host.

	15
	And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped; and he returned into the camp of Israel, and said, Arise; for Jehovah hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian.

	16
	And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put into the hands of all of them trumpets, and empty pitchers, with torches within the pitchers.

	17
	And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outermost part of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.

	18
	When I blow the trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, For Jehovah and for Gideon.

	19
	So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outermost part of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch, when they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake in pieces the pitchers that were in their hands.

	20
	And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the torches in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands wherewith to blow; and they cried, The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon.

	21
	And they stood every man in his place round about the camp; and all the host ran; and they shouted, and put [them] to flight.

	22
	And they blew the three hundred trumpets, and Jehovah set every man`s sword against his fellow, and against all the host; and the host fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath.

	23
	And the men of Israel were gathered together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after Midian.

	24
	And Gideon sent messengers throughout all the hill-country of Ephraim, saying, Come down against Midian, and take before them the waters, as far as Beth-barah, even the Jordan. So all the men of Ephraim were gathered together, and took the waters as far as Beth-barah, even the Jordan.

	25
	And they took the two princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of Zeeb, and pursued Midian: and they brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon beyond the Jordan.



GIDEON(
(Jud.6-8)

The Midianites humiliated the Israelites because they did evil in the sight of God (6:1-6). They were the inhabitants of the East and South East of the Black Sea. They made a pact with the Amalekites and the East Arab Bedouins against the people of Israel and forced them to flee to the caves. God sent Gideon (=wrestler) as a Judge. 
The Angel of the Lord appears to Gideon: (Jud. 6)


It seems like a Divine appearance of the Word of God. God sent the Judge and announced His presence by Gideon's side (6:14, 16). The Angel was called the "Messenger of the Covenant" (Mal. 3:1) and the "Angel of His Presence" (Is 63:9). "The Angel of the Lord came and sat under the Terebinth tree which was in Ophrah" (6:11), representing Christ sheltered by the living Cross.


Gideon was threshing wheat with a stick, representing the work of Christ Who, with His Cross, separated the wheat (Saints) from the chaff (unbelievers), or sorted the work of the old self from that of the new.  Gideon used to hide the wheat from the Midianites (6:11) to offer it as food to the Israelites.  In the same manner, God sorts out believers and hides them in Him to offer them to the Father as the fruit of His joyous, Heavenly field.


Gideon also appears as a symbol of Christ when he is called "mighty man of valor" (6:12). Christ is the Word of God who is capable of all things.  But Gideon said, "Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house" (6:15).  In the incarnation, Christ became a slave and a servant of humanity and occupied its last ranks.  In His Love, He showed an earnest jealousy for His brothers (6:13); and in His humility, He did not decline to work but usurped the Divine abilities to work when He received the Divine call to do so. The sign that proved to Gideon that God was talking to him was a fire that consumed the sacrifice he had lain on the rock, which served as an altar (6:17-24).  The sacrifice symbolizes a number of things: 
1. The meat of the young goat represents sins committed, while the broth represents the temptation of the passions (Num. 11:4). 
2. The Angel of the Lord touched the rock (Christ) with the staff that was in his hand, and fire (the Divine Spirit that burns sin) rose out through the Cross.


It seems that the Angel's miraculous disappearance convinced Gideon that he was in the presence of God; he thought that, as a result of that meeting, he would die right there and then (6:22). But God said to him, "Do not fear, you shall not die" (6:23).  Gideon built an altar and called it "Yahweh Shalom", meaning "God is peace," because God said to him, “Peace be with you.” Gideon built the altar in Ophrah of the Abiezrites (“Father is helper”), and so we come to realize that God is a personal Father to every one of us.  He helps and saves us by the redeeming work of Christ.  Gideon receives Divine orders to take ten men to tear down the altar of Baal that his father had built and to build an altar for the Lord, using the wood of the image as fuel to offer a sacrifice on the new altar (6:25-27).  As a result, the people rose up against Gideon, and his father told them that if Baal is a god, he would rise against Gideon; that is why he was called Jerrubaal.  This act symbolizes the tearing down of the evil altar in us through Christ's sacrifice, which brings persecution. The ten men symbolize keeping the Ten Commandments.

Gideon was not a Levite but still practiced priesthood as a result of Divine will and as a prophecy for Christ’s Priesthood. When the Midianites, Amalekites and the people of the East joined forces to go to war against Israel, Gideon asked for a sign from God to know if he should go out against them. He placed a fleece of wool on the threshing floor and humbly asked God to send dew on the fleece but let the rest of the floor be dry (symbolizing the Jews who accepted the faith while the rest of the world refused it in the Old Testament). When his request was granted, he asked God to permit the opposite to happen, (symbolizing the refusal of the Jews of Christ and thus they dried spiritually, while the Gentiles accepted faith and the work of Divine Grace). 
Gideon and the Midianites: (Jud. 7)


The battle took place by the well of Harod. (=tremor, which the Midianites experienced). Gideon came from the well of Harod as though from baptism, which is a threat to Satan; he came with about 32 thousand men.  God said that they were too many (7:2), despite the large number of the Midianites (135 thousand). But God wanted to confirm to the people that victory is achieved not by numbers but by His Divine action in pure hearts. The number was decreased the first time when Gideon proclaimed and said, "Whoever is fearful and afraid, let him turn and depart at once from Mount Gilead" (7:3). So 22 thousand of the people returned and 10 thousand remained. Then, Gideon took them down to the water, and God told him to separate those who lap the water like a dog from those who kneel down to drink. The 300 men who lapped the water were the ones whom God chose to go to war. The number '300' in Greek is T [tau], symbolizes the Cross, which is the secret of victory. These men carried their provisions with their trumpets to war. The provisions represent faith, and the trumpets represent the word of God.


Note that 300 is a very small number compared to the 135,000 that the enemy had. They were not warriors, they were not properly armed, they fought in the valley where there were no natural hideouts, but God was with them.  God wanted to reinforce Gideon's faith so he asked him to go down to the enemy camp with his servant, Purah, to eavesdrop on the enemy so as to sense their fear. There he overheard a man telling a dream to his companion; he said, "I have just had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and over-turned, and the tent collapsed." Then his companion answered and said, "This is nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Isreal..."  Symbolically, the worthless loaf of barley, which is food for the poor and for animals, will roll as a rock and destroy Midian; God works through our weaknesses.


The battle took place, and God used Gideon's wisdom and organizational skills. Gideon divided the 300 men into 3 groups, each stationed on a side of the camp. They came around the beginning of the middle watch (around 10:00 pm) each carrying a trumpet, an empty pitcher and a torch inside the pitcher. The Midianites were startled by the sound of the trumpets that came from all sides simultaneously, accompanied by the sound of the breaking pitchers and the waving of torches. Every Midianite thought that the battle had broken out while they were sleeping and that the enemy was already inside their camp, so they started to strike one another in the dark, thinking they were striking enemies. The distant lights were taken to be reinforcements coming to the enemy. The Midianites therefore fled to Beth Acacia.


Gideon asked all who lived in the mountains of Ephraim to seize the watering places from the Midianites in order to destroy them completely and prevent them from running away.


Two princes of the Midianites were captured, Oreb (raven) and Zeeb (wolf); Oreb was killed at the rock and Zeeb was killed at the winepress. The Holy Spirit is represented by a Dove; the evil spirit by a raven. Christ is represented by a lamb and Satan by a vicious wolf. Christ is our Rock (1 Cor. 10:4) and the winepress is the Church hence there is no existence for evil in Christ or in His Church.


GIDEON THE JUDGE(
Bible Reading:   Judges 6-8
Golden Verses: 
"I will be with you." Judges 6: 16 
"Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress." Psalm 107: 19

Lesson Aims: 

1. God takes care of the Israelites after they repent and gives them a leader. 
2. Gideon's feeling of unworthiness and his limitations helped him get God's empowerment.

Lesson Notes: 

1. THE ISRAELITES AMONG THE MIDIANITES 
a. The Midianites are the descendants of Medan who was the son of Keturah, Abraham's wife. 
b. When the Israelites ended the wars with their neighbors, they forgot God and started to worship the local gods. 
c. Because of their sins, God left them at the mercy of their enemies, the Midianites, for seven years. 
d. Finally, they remember God and cry out for His mercy. 
2. THE ANGEL OF THE LORD COMES TO GIDEON 
a. At the right time, God selects a leader (judge) for the Israelites. 
b. God selected Gideon, the youngest of his brothers, from the smallest tribe, Manasseh. 
c. The angel of the Lord appears to Gideon. He questions the angel, "If the Lord is with us, why all of this has happened to us?" 
d. God gives His order to "Go and save Israel." 
e. Gideon, being humble asks, "How can I save Israel?" 
f. God's answer is, "I will be with you." 
3. GIDEON LEADS HIS PEOPLE 
a. The first thing Gideon did was built an altar to the Lord and destroy Baal’s altar.

b. He then asked God for a sign:

(1) The wet fleece in the middle of dry ground is a symbol of the Israelites in the middle of the Gentiles.

(2) The dry fleece in the middle of wet ground is a symbol of the Jews that refused the faith when the Gentiles accepted God. 
4. THE WAR WITH THE MIDIANITES 
a. God selects only 300 of the Israelites to fight 135,000 Midianites. 
b. The trumpets are a symbol of God's word, and the empty jars refer to the weak bodies that want to be with God.


GIDEON(
 (Abbreviated Story for kids)
I. Gideon’s Call (1st lesson)
a. The Israelites sin and worship Baal
1. The Midianites prevail against them and spoil their goods.

2. The Israelites cry out to the Lord, and the Lord sends them a deliverer.
3. God warns them about worshipping Baal.
b. The Angel of the Lord appears to Gideon.
1. “I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites.”

2. Gideon asks, “If You are with us, why are we oppressed by the Midianites.”

3. Gideon is humble; he considers himself a weak person and the least man in his father’s house.

4. He hosts the Lord with a young goat and unleavened bread.

5. The Lord shows Gideon a sign: fire out of the rock consumes the food.  The Angel of the Lord then disappears.
c. Gideon destroys the sin of Israel.
1. He tears down Baal’s altar and the wooden image.
2. He builds an altar to the Lord and offers a young bull as a burnt sacrifice, using the image’s wood.
3. The men of the city seek to kill Gideon.

4. His fathers tell them, “If Baal is god, let him plead for himself.”

II. Victory Over Midian (2nd lesson)
a. God chooses 300 men to fight 135,000 Midianites.
1. 32,000 Israelites gather behind Gideon to fight.
2. God thinks that’s too many for display His victory.
3. 22,000 are fearful and are ordered to return home.

4. 300 lapped with their tongues as they drank; they’re the ones chosen.
b. Gideon spies the enemy’s camp.
1. The enemy is as numerous as locusts; they have camels without number.
2. A man tells his dream of a cake tumbling and destroying a Midian tent.

3. The other man’s interpretation of the dream encourages Gideon.

c. The fall of the Midianites
1. The 300 men gathered with trumpets, pitchers, and torch lights.
2. They broke the pitchers, blew the trumpets, and held the torch lights.
3. They shouted out, “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon!”
4. The Midianites got very scared, and every one of them turned on his neighbor and killed him.

5. The entire Midian camp ran away in fear and fled.

Supplemental Notes( for

Gideon (Parts I & II) 
1. The Midianites are not said to have ruled over the people of the Lord as long as they observed the commandments of the Lord.  But when they began to neglect the divine mandates, the hand of their enemy became stronger and more powerful against them.  Whereas their bodily enemies are strengthened against them when the first people failed, against us, on the other hand, who are called the spiritual Israel, a spiritual enemy will arise and the hand of demons will be strengthened when we neglect the commandments of God and hold the precepts of Christ in contempt, and we will be delivered to our own enemies when we forsake God’s grace.  (Origen)
2. [Regarding the Angel of the Lord appearing to Gideon under an oak tree:] Being appointed under the shadow of the holy Cross and the adorable Wisdom in the predestined mystery of the future Incarnation, he was bringing forth the visible grains of the fruitful corn from their hiding places and was [mystically] separating the elect of the saints from the refuse of the empty chaff.  For these elect, as though trained with the rod of truth, laying aside the superfluities of the old man together with his deeds, are gathered in the Church as in a winepress.  For the Church is the winepress of the eternal fountain, since from it wells forth the juice of the Heavenly Vine.  (St. Ambrose)
3. He was bringing the tangible grains of a fruitful field out of their concealment, separating choice holy men from the rubbish of useless chaff.  Putting aside the superfluities of the old man and his actions by treating them with the rod of experienced truth; they are assembled in the Church as in a winepress.  (Caesarius of Arles)

4. For what else is it to beat corn with a rod, but to separate the grains of virtues from the chaff of vices with an upright judgment?  (St. Gregory the Great)

5. [Regarding the Angel of the Lord burning Gideon’s offering on the rock:] That rock was a figure of the Body of Christ, for it is written, “They drank of that rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ.” (1 Cor 10:4)  This certainly refers not to His Godhead but to His Flesh, which watered the hearts of the thirsting people with the perpetual stream of His Blood.  (St. Ambrose)
6. The flesh of the kid refers to sins of deed, the broth to the enticements of desire, as it is written: “For the people greedily lusted, and said, ‘Who shall give us flesh to eat?’” (Num 11:4)  That the Angel then stretched forth his staff and touched the rock, from which fire went out, shows that the Flesh of the Lord, being filled with the Divine Spirit, would burn away all the sins of human frailty.  Wherefore, also, the Lord says, “I have come to send fire upon the earth.” (Luke 12:49)  (St. Ambrose)

7. We “set flesh upon the rock,” then, when in imitation of Christ we crucify our body.  He too pours the broth of the flesh over it who, in following the conduct of Christ, empties himself even of the mere thoughts of the flesh themselves.  For the “broth” of the dissolved flesh is in a manner “poured upon the rock” when the mind is emptied of the flow of carnal thoughts too.  (St. Gregory the Great)

8. And fire issues from the rock and consumes the broth and the flesh, in that the Spirit, breathed upon us by the Redeemer, lights up the heart with so fierce a flame of remorse that it consumes everything in it that is unlawful either in deed or in thought.  (St. Gregory the Great)

9. [Regarding an altar to the Lord replacing idol worship:] By doing this he most plainly showed that after the coming of the Lord, all Gentile sacrifices should be done away and that only the sacrifice of the Lord’s passion should be offered for the redemption of the people.  For that bull was, in a type, Christ, in Whom, as Isaiah said, dwelled the fullness of the seven gifts of the Spirit (Is 11:2).  (St. Ambrose)
10. The dew on the fleece signified the faith among the Jews because the words of God come down like the dew.  Through faith in the Lord, there was about to be a harvest fruitful in virtues.  (St. Ambrose)

11. The Gentiles were surpassed, for dryness was still upon the Gentiles, and therefore did Israel surpass them, for then did the dew remain on the fleece.  (St. Ambrose)

12. “And He shall come down like rain into a fleece, and like drops distilling upon the earth.” (Ps 71:6)  He has reminded and admonished us that what was done by Gideon the judge has its end in Christ.  This dry fleece, which lay upon a floor in the midst of the whole round world, signified the former people Israel.  Therefore, Christ came down like rain upon the fleece while the floor remained dry; concerning this He said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Mt 15:24)  And the time arrived that what He says by the prophets should be fulfilled, “A people whom I have not known has served me, in listening attentively it has obeyed me.”  We now understand that the nation of the Jews has remained dry of Christ’s grace, and all the nations throughout the whole round world are being rained upon by clouds full of Christian grace.  (St. Augustine)
13. The dew on the fleece was faith in Judea, for the words of God descend as dew; for this reason Moses says, “May my discourse be awaited like the rain, and my words descend like the dew.”  However, after “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” refused the Fountain of Living Water, the dew of faith dried up in the hearts of the Jews and that Divine Stream turned Its path to the hearts of the Gentiles.  For this reason, the whole world is now moist with the dew of faith, but the Jews destroyed their prophets and advisers. It is no wonder that they submit to the dryness of faithlessness, since the Lord God deprived them of the fruitful rains of the prophets, saying, “I will command the clouds not to send rain upon that vineyard.” (Is 5:6)  Therefore, holy Gideon foresaw that by perceiving faith, even tribes and nations would drink the true heavenly dew.  (Caesarius of Arles)

14. For only to Israel did the dew of the Divine Law arrive, whereas all the surrounding nations remained dry, none of them being infused with the moisture of Divine Locution.  In the 2nd sign, however, we should see this entire people, who were gathered together from nations around the world, now having within themselves the Divine Law; see them infused with the dew of Moses, irrigated by the word of the prophets; see them green from evangelical and apostolic water.  The fleece, however, that is, the Jewish people, suffers aridity and dryness in the word of God.  (Origen)

15. He descends, therefore, on that fleece of the people of circumcision and “like showers upon the earth,” meaning that our Lord Jesus Christ descends on the remainder of the earth, dripping upon us and bringing the “dew of heaven” to us Gentiles also, that we too may drink who were on the previously arid surrounding land.  (Origen)

16. Christ alone is the sweetness of dew; Him alone you do not recognize in Scripture, for Whom Scripture was written.  (St. Augustine)

17. Consider how, in the time of the Old Testament, grace was hidden in a cloud, as the rain in the fleece.  Note also the time of the New Testament: if you consider the nation of the Jews, you will find it like the dry fleece, whereas the whole world, like that floor, if full of grace, not hidden but manifested.  (St. Augustine)

18. He left only 300 fighters to the man who was about to fight against countless thousands of barbarians.  Indeed, he ordered the line of soldiers to be reduced to the smallest number in order that their fewness would not permit them to realize any credit from the prosecution of the divinely waged war.  (Salvian the Presbyter)
19. Let them hear, I say, let all the unjust and the presumptuous hear.  Let all the powerful hear what God says when He says, “Lest Israel glory against me and say, ‘I am saved by my own strength.’”  I say, let them hear, all those who hurl blasphemies and statements contrary to the above, let them who place their hope in human beings here these things.  God says that all who presume they can be liberated by their own strength speak against Him.  (Salvian the Presbyter)

20. Does not the leader of our army, the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, call out now to His soldiers and say, Whoever is “fearful and anxious of heart,” let him not come to war with Me?  For this is also what He says in the Gospels in other words but with the same meaning: “Whoever does not take his own cross and come after Me is not worthy of Me,” and again: “Whoever does not renounce all that he has cannot be My disciple.”  (Origen)
21. For by the waters is designated the doctrine of Wisdom, but by the unbended knee righteous conduct.  Therefore those who are reported to have bent their knees while drinking the water retired from the strife of battles, having been forbidden because Christ proceeds to battle against the enemies of the faith with those who, when they drink the streams of doctrine, do not distort the uprightness of their actions.  Those who bent their knees while they were drinking the waters were rejected because, as the Apostle witnesses, “It is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified.” (Rom 2:13)  It is rightly said again by St. Paul: “Lift up the hands that droop and the feeble knees and make straight steps with your feet.” (Heb 12:12)  (St. Gregory the Great)
22. [Regarding lapping like dogs:]  Dogs are commendable, not abominable.  Dogs should not always be taken in an evil sense; otherwise the prophet would not blame “dogs not able to bark and loving to dream.” (Is 56:10)  They [dogs] observe fidelity toward their master, and before his house they bark against enemies.  Good dogs watch and bark to protect their house and their master, their flock and their shepherd.  (St. Augustine)

23. Limiting one’s intake of water helps a great deal to obtain temperance.  (Evagrius of Pontus)

24. The pitchers are our bodies, fashioned of clay, which do not know fear if they burn with the fervor of the grace of the Spirit, and bear witness to the passion of the Lord Jesus with a loud confession of the voice.  (St. Ambrose)

25. What, then, is that fire?  Not certainly one made up of common twigs or roaring with the burning of the reeds of the woods, but that fire which improves good deeds like gold and consumes sins like stubble.  This is undoubtedly the Holy Spirit, who is called both the Fire and Light of the Countenance of God.  (St. Ambrose)

26. For we say that 300 because it is denoted in Greek by the letter T [tau], which is written in the shape of a cross, most aptly signifies those who resolve not to glory except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Hence Gideon, at the Lord’s command and with His assistance, conquered the innumerable army of the Midianites with 300 men, thus teaching figuratively that by faith in the Lord’s Cross we will be victorious in the wars waged against us both by this world and by our own vices.  (Bede)
27. Gideon, therefore, coming to battle, signifies to us the coming of our Redeemer, of Whom it is written: “Lift up, O princes, your gates, and be lifted up you everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in.  Who is this King of Glory?  The Lord strong and mighty.  The Lord mighty in battle.”  He prophesied of our Redeemer not only by his doings but also by his name.  For Gideon is interpreted “going about in the womb.”  Who then is He who goes about in the womb except Almighty God, redeeming us by His own dispensation, embracing all things by His Divinity and taking a human’s nature in the womb?  (St. Gregory the Great)

28. The trumpets signify, therefore, the loud voice of preachers, the lamps the brightness of their miracles, and the pitchers the frailty of their bodies.  For our martyrs came armed under their leader to battle, but armed with trumpets, with pitchers, with lamps.  And they sounded with their trumpets when preaching.  They broke their pitchers when exposing their bodies to dissolution by the swords of the enemy in their suffering.  They shone forth with lamps when, after the dissolution of their bodies, they flashed forth with miracles.  And their enemies were presently put to flight, because, when they beheld the bodies of dead martyrs glittering with miracles, they were overpowered by the light of truth and believed that which they had impugned; they no longer stand up and resist God but fear Him and submit to Him.  (St. Gregory the Great)
29. They who were glorying in their army, whose king was the Assyrian and who used to boast “I will scale the heavens,” not only fell down to earth but on the ground became dung.  (St. Jerome)

30.   “Oreb” means a “hole in which a snake lurks”; “Zeeb” equals “wolf.”  Mark, now, the names of the chiefs of Christ’s opponents: “Zebah,” “victim or spoil that the wolf will strangle”; and “Zalmunna,” “masters of malice.”  See, then, the divine secrets hidden away in names?  (St. Jerome)

 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Gideon the Judge
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Verse to memorize:

	Surely, I will be with you.

Judges 6:16


1. The Israelites sinned against God by 
       a) Breaking His commandments

       b) Copying their neighbors’ bad habits
       c) Worshipping Baal

       d) All the above

2. God chose Gideon as a deliverer because he was

       a) Humble

       b) Strong

       c) Smart 

       d) Rich

3. Whom did God reject from fighting on His side?

       a) The brave

       b) The young men

       c) The fearful 

       d) The Israelites

4.  How many men did God use to defeat the 135,000 men of Midian?

       a) 300

       b) 10,000

       c) 22,000

       d) 32,000

5.  God chose very few ____________ to fight the _____________ so that the people do not claim _____________ for themselves but rather praise ___________. [Midianites, God, men, victory]
6. The ________ chosen men did not _____________ but rather used ______________, _____________, and torch lights to turn every Midianite against his ___________.  [neighbor, trumpet, 300, pitchers, fight]
7.  How could such a small number of men beat 135,000 soldiers without using weapons?
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