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Jacob Loses His Son Joseph 
Objective 

· To learn from Joseph’s obedience, love, sacrifice, self-denial
Memory Verse 

“He made him a tunic of many colors.” (Genesis 37:3) 

References 

· Genesis 37 

· “The Life of Joseph” by F. B. Mayer 

· “I’ll see if my brothers are safe” by Fr. Youssef Asaad 

Introduction 

The Servant checks the homework and asks questions to set the scene for the new lesson:
· What is the name of Abraham’s son? 

· What are the names of Isaac’s two sons? 

· Who was the elder? 

· Who received the blessing? 

Lesson Outline 

Jacob’s sons had gone to take care of his flock. They spent several days out so Jacob was anxious. He waited for his children to come back but they did not come. His anxiety grew more. 

Jacob sent Joseph: Joseph was ready to go to his brothers. He carried food to his brothers. He searched for them. He was tired… at last he met them. 

The plot against Joseph: Joseph’s brothers took revenge. They decided to kill the dreamer. Tell the story about the well... the Ishmaelites... the wolf... the colored robe. 

· In what were Joseph and Christ similar? (Father’s love - brothers hated him - both were sold - conspiracy - murder - forgiveness). 

· Mention the pains Joseph suffered and endured. 

Conclusion 

· God cares for every soul and for every person. He also cares for you. He cared for Abraham, Jacob and Joseph, and He still cares for you. 

· He helps us in times of trouble. His angels guard us, and He cares for our future; “I am with you and I will keep you wherever you go.” (Genesis 28:15). 

Applications 

· The children write the aforementioned questions in their notebook and answer them. 




Genesis 37

	1
	Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan.

	2
	This is the history of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father.

	3
	Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors.

	4
	But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.

	5
	Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more.

	6
	So he said to them, "Please hear this dream which I have dreamed:

	7
	"There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf."

	8
	And his brothers said to him, "Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?" So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

	9
	Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, "Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me."

	10
	So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?"

	11
	And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind.

	12
	Then his brothers went to feed their father's flock in Shechem.

	13
	And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them." So he said to him, "Here I am."

	14
	Then he said to him, "Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and well with the flocks, and bring back word to me." So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he went to Shechem.

	15
	Now a certain man found him, and there he was, wandering in the field. And the man asked him, saying, "What are you seeking?"

	16
	So he said, "I am seeking my brothers. Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks."

	17
	And the man said, "They have departed from here, for I heard them say, 'Let us go to Dothan.' " So Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan.

	18
	Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired against him to kill him.

	19
	Then they said to one another, "Look, this dreamer is coming!

	20
	"Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we shall say, 'Some wild beast has devoured him.' We shall see what will become of his dreams!"

	21
	But Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands, and said, "Let us not kill him."

	22
	And Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him"-that he might deliver him out of their hands, and bring him back to his father.

	23
	So it came to pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic of many colors that was on him.

	24
	Then they took him and cast him into a pit. And the pit was empty; there was no water in it.

	25
	And they sat down to eat a meal. Then they lifted their eyes and looked, and there was a company of Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead with their camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry them down to Egypt.

	26
	So Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood?

	27
	"Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother and our flesh." And his brothers listened.

	28
	Then Midianite traders passed by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.

	29
	Then Reuben returned to the pit, and indeed Joseph was not in the pit; and he tore his clothes.

	30
	And he returned to his brothers and said, "The lad is no more; and I, where shall I go?"

	31
	So they took Joseph's tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the tunic in the blood.

	32
	Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father and said, "We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son's tunic or not?"

	33
	And he recognized it and said, "It is my son's tunic. A wild beast has devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces."

	34
	Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for his son many days.

	35
	And all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and he said, "For I shall go down into the grave to my son in mourning." Thus his father wept for him.

	36
	Now the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and captain of the guard.



JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BROTHERS( 

Reference:   Genesis 37 

Golden Verse: 
"God sent me before you to preserve life." (Gen 45:5 NKJV) 

Lesson Goals: 

1. God helps Joseph 

2. Joseph trusts in God 

Lesson Notes: 

1. Why did Jacob love Joseph more than any of his children? 

a. He was the son of his old age 

b. The first son of Jacob's favorite wife, Rachel 

c. Joseph had good characters.  He was humble and living in the fear of God. 

2. Joseph's brothers envy him.
a. Joseph's beautiful garments put him in a position better than his brothers. 

b. His dreams were prophecies from God.
3. Joseph's road to slavery 

a. He obeyed his father and went to fetch his brothers. 

b. Did not hesitate to go from one place to another looking for his brothers.
c. The brothers' envy blinded them. It blocked any love they may have had towards their younger brother. 
d. God turned the brothers' evil plans to good. Joseph prospered in Egypt. He became the source of blessing for many. 

4. Joseph as a symbol of Christ. 

a. The beloved son of his father 

b. The beautiful garment symbolizes the Church, the bride of Christ. The richly ornamented robe is a symbol of the many gifts of the Church. 

c. God the Father sent His beloved Son to the world. Jacob sent his beloved son Joseph to his brothers.
d. Joseph's brothers envied him when he told them his dreams. The Jews envied Jesus when He told them that He is the Son of God.
e. Jesus was sold for thirty pieces of silver. Joseph was sold for twenty pieces of silver.


Supplemental Notes( On

Jacob Loses His Son Joseph 
1. Joseph symbolizes Jesus Christ who was the Only Beloved Son of the Father because of his inner spiritual life.  Joseph was able to win the love of his father even though there were brothers younger than him.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

2. Somehow the children born to one in old age seem particularly dear and manage to attract their father’s favor in greater measure.  It was a kind of grace from on high that made the young man amiable and rendered him preferable to all the others on account of the virtue of his soul.  (St. John Chrysostom)

3. The Immanuel was born to the Father as a Son of His old age because He appeared in the latter times of the world.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

4. Why does He also indicate to us Joseph’s age?  For you to learn that his youth constituted no obstacle to virtue and for you to have a complete awareness of the young man’s obedience to his father and his sympathy for his brothers despite their savagery.  (St. John Chrysostom)

5. Often even parental love does harm to the children unless it is practiced with restraint; for it may give the beloved child free rein out of excessive indulgence or, by preference shown to one child, may alienate the others from the spirit of brotherly love.  Let children be joined in like favor, who have been joined in a like nature … (St. Ambrose)
6. Jacob loved his son because God the Father loved His Only-begotten Son, as He Himself said, “This is my beloved Son.” (Mt 3:17)  (Caesarius of Arles)

7. Jacob was right to make for his son a tunic of many colors, to indicate by it that Joseph was to be preferred to his brothers with his clothing of manifold virtues.  (St. Ambrose)

8. Joseph had a multicolored tunic; our Lord and Savior is known to have had one also, since He took the Church, which was composed of various nations, like the covering of a garment.  The Church has different, varied graces – the martyrs, confessors, priests, ministers, virgins, widows, and those who perform works of justice.  (Caesarius of Arles)

9. The heavens declared the glory of Jesus Christ, and He opened His heart to humanity by declaring all the secrets [symbolized by the dreams].  Yet, the people’s hatred toward Him increased and they crucified Him.  Jesus’ love turned their behavior to their salvation and to fulfill His plan toward humanity.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

10. This sheaf rose up and stood straight, while the sheaves of his brothers turned and bowed down to his sheaf.  Now in this the resurrection of the Lord Jesus that was to come was revealed.  When they saw Him at Jerusalem, the eleven disciples and all the saints bowed down; when they rise, they will bow down bearing the fruits of their good works, just as it is written, “Coming they shall come with joyfulness, carrying their sheaves.” (Ps 126:5)  (St. Ambrose)

11. The interpretation of this dream was not accomplished in that Joseph for the important reason that we read his mother had died many years before he saw the aforementioned dreams.  They [his brothers] had lost the brightness of the stars, because they had extinguished in themselves the light of charity. (Caesarius of Arles)

12. Who is He before whom parents and brothers bowed down to the ground but Jesus Christ?  Joseph and his mother with the disciples bowed down before Him and confessed the true God in that Body, of whom alone it was said, “Praise Him, sun and moon, praise Him, all you stars of light.” (Ps. 148:3) (St. Ambrose)

13. What is the meaning of the father’s reproach but the hardness of the people of Israel?  Christ comes from them according to the flesh, but today they do not believe that He is God and are not willing to bow down to Him as their Lord, because they know that He was born from among themselves.  They themselves read that the sun and moon praise Christ, but they are unwilling to believe this was said with reference to Christ.  (St. Ambrose)

14. Jacob, in sending his son to his brothers to see if it was well with the sheep, foresaw the mysteries of the Incarnation that was to come.  “And he sent him to Shechem,” which name is interpreted as “shoulder” or “back.”  That is, to those who did not turn to the Lord but fled from His face and turned away…  Therefore Joseph was sent by his father to his brothers, or rather by that Father “who has not spared His own Son but has delivered Him for us all.” (Rom 8:32)  (St. Ambrose)

15. When Joseph was sent by Jacob to search for his brother, he went even though he knew how much they hated him; he did it because of his love for his father and brothers.  Joseph didn’t return home when he didn’t find his brothers in Shechem but kept looking and traveled to Dothan.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

16. It was right that he wandered about, for he was seeking those that were going astray.  Indeed, Jesus also, when He was wearied from His journey, sat at the well.  He was wearied, for He was not finding the people of God whom He was seeking; they had gone out from the face of the Lord.  (St. Ambrose)

17. Now Joseph found his brothers in Dothan, when means “desertion.”  And where is the person who deserts God but in desertion?  It is right that they were far off who were in desertion, and so they were raging; they could not be near, for they were plotting fratricide.  (St. Ambrose)

18. Notice how this remarkable man is depicted as ignorant of what was going on and conversing cheerfully in great simplicity with them as his brothers.  They for their part were in the grip of the passion of envy and were thus brought to hate him.  (St. John Chrysostom)

19. Envy is a terrible passion, you see, and when it affects the soul, it does not leave it before bringing it to an extremely sorry state.  (St. John Chrysostom)

20. Envy is the worst of all sins because it flames the same medicine that destroys all other sins (mercy and humility).  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

21. So dangerous is the disease of envy that it cannot even spare brothers, not to mention strangers.  Indeed, at the very beginning of the world Cain, a wicked brother, killed the just Abel through envy.  (Caesarius of Arles)

22. Just as Joseph’s brothers, struck with envy, offered their back rather than their face to fraternal love, so also the unhappy Jews preferred to envy rather than to love the Author of salvation who came to them.  (Caesarius of Arles)

23. The Pharisees were inflamed with anger against the Beloved, that is, Christ, because He had been clothed by God the Father with multiform glory [, shown in the many miracles He performed].  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

24. Why do you grieve at the sight of His embroidered tunic, if the just Father honored Him by loving Him more than everybody else, and sent Him to visit you as a Shepherd among the shepherds, and presented to the world a trustworthy witness and a sheaf for his old age, and raised from the dead a holy firstborn as first fruits?  (Hippolytus)

25. So the Jews were angered too, and not less afflicted, since they understood that the Immanuel would have been superior to the holy patriarchs themselves and would have been necessarily adored by all the people and indeed by the whole world.  And being aware of this, they said, “This is the heir; come, let us kill Him, and the inheritance will be ours.” (Mt 21:38)  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

26. They also said, “And we shall see what will become of his dreams.” This is fulfilled in regard to Christ, when the Jews said in the course of his passion, “If He is the King of Israel, let Him come down now from the cross, and we will believe Him.  He trusts in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He wants Him.” (Mt 27:42-43)  (St. Ambrose)

27. He was stripped of His tunic, that is, of the flesh He took on; He was stripped of the handsome diversity of colors that represented the virtues.  Therefore His tunic, that is His flesh, was stained with blood, but not His Divinity; and His enemies were able to take from Him His covering of flesh but not His immortal life.  (St. Ambrose)

28. Jesus came to have mercy on His brothers, the Jews, but they all planned to crucify Him.  They took off His clothes and destroyed His body.  He went down to Hades, and when He came back up, the Gentiles bought Him with the price of faith.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

29. Earlier, Judah had done well to say, “Do not lay hands upon him,” which is what the Jews said in the Lord’s passion, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” (Jn. 18:31)  (St. Ambrose)

30. After they killed Jesus, the Jews sat down to eat their Passover, just like Joseph’s brothers sat down to eat after throwing him into a pit.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

31. The Ishmaelites who bought Joseph carried different kinds of perfumes with them; this was to show that the Gentiles who came to believe would be fragrant throughout the world with the different odors of justice.  (Caesarius of Arles)

32. Our Lord and Savior was rejected by the Jews and received by the pagans.  The pagans by embracing the faith would spread the different perfumes of justice all over the world.  (Chromatius)
33. The Ishmaelite traders had many goods to offer for Joseph’s price.  The Gentiles had many talents and abilities which God sanctified for His Kingdom.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

34. And so who is being sold?  Only that Man who “since He was in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant.” (Phil 2:6-7)  (St. Ambrose)

35. Joseph was bought with 20 pieces of gold, but Jesus Christ was sold for only 30 pieces of silver.  The slave was sold with more money than his Master.  (Chromatius)
36. Therefore we find that Joseph was bought for twenty gold pieces by one account, for twenty-five by another and thirty by another, because Christ is not valued at the same price by all people.  To some He is worth less, to others more.  The faith of the buyer determines the increase in the price.  He is also more valuable to the people who have more grace.  But He is more valuable as well to the one whom many things have been forgiven, because he loves more to whom more has been forgiven.  (St. Ambrose)
37. What an unlawful contract! What baleful profit! What illicit sale! What unlawful frenzy! What dreadful malice! But what excess of passion – or rather, of a bloodthirsty intention! They were not concerned that he was their brother, that he was only a youth, that he was so dear to their father, that he had no experience of life in foreign parts or living in exile. They abandoned every sane consideration and had one thing on their mind, allowing their envy to have (as they thought) an immediate effect. (St. John Chrysostom)

38. The fact that they sprinkled his tunic with the blood of a goat seems to have this meaning, that they attacked with false testimony and brought into enmity for sin Him Who forgives the sins of all people.  (St. Ambrose)

39. The Church, symbolized by the tunic of many colors, was smeared with blood by idol worshippers.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

40. Because Jacob tricked his father Isaac in stealing the blessing, God disciplined him by causing his sons to trick him also and make him extremely miserable about his son for many years.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

41. Jacob rightly lamented the losses of his posterity; as a father he wept for his lost son, and as a prophet he mourned the destruction of the Jews.  Jacob also tore his clothing; similarly, at the time of the Lord Jesus’ passion, the chief priest tore his robe.  The curtain of the temple was also torn, so that it might be made clear by such signs that the mysteries had been profaned, the people stripped of the garments of salvation, and that the kingdom had been divided and was to be destroyed, because every divided kingdom will easily be destroyed (Mt. 12:25)  (St. Ambrose)

42. I think this was a further blow to those men: they saw that Jacob gave evidence of such ardent love for the one who was not present, nay rather was considered taken by wild beasts, and they were even more racked with envy.  (St. John Chrysostom)

43. Even the Midianites … serve the divine plan further by handing Joseph over to Potiphar, Pharaoh’s chief steward.  (St. John Chrysostom)

44. Jesus came into the world, just like Joseph came into Egypt, as a slave to save it from perishing (by famine).  The Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, accepted the state of a slave.  Like Joseph, Jesus offered Himself as a slave to be judged so He might bring us all into His Kingdom.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)
45. In every circumstance, Joseph shows his characteristic virtue and endurance so that, just as an athlete who has nobly contended will be crowned with the kingdom’s garland, likewise the fulfillment of the dreams would … teach those who sold him that no advantage accrued to them from their awful ruse.  Nothing, after all, is stronger that virtue, nothing more powerful … not because it has such power of itself but because the one who acquires it also enjoys grace from on high.  (St. John Chrysostom)

46. Through Joseph, God also gave consolation to those who are in slavery, and He gave them instructions.  That one, whatever his servile status, will always be free who is not seduced by love or held by the chains of greed or bound by fear of reproach, who looks to the present with tranquility and is not afraid of the future.  (St. Ambrose)

47. Indeed, how is each greedy person not a slave, seeing that he auctions himself off for a very tiny sum of money?  The person who has piles up what he is not going to use is afraid that he may lose all that he has piled up; the more numerous his acquisitions, the greater the risk he will run in keeping them … Moreover, how is that person who is subject to lust not also a slave?  First, he blazes with his own fires, and he is burned up by the torches within his own breast.  (St. Ambrose)

48. Indeed, all Egypt would have collapsed from famine unless Pharaoh had made his sovereignty subject to the counsel of a mere servant.  (St. Ambrose)

49. The Lord of all, creative and wise as He is, revealing the abundance of His characteristic power, often allows many obstacles to develop before fulfillment so that He may put into effect His previous decisions and thus demonstrate the extraordinary degree of His power.  (St. John Chrysostom)

50. Summary:
Upon seeing Joseph, his brothers discussed his death; just as when the Jews saw the true Joseph, Christ the Lord, they all resolved with one plan to crucify Him.  His brothers robbed Joseph of his outside coat that was of divers colors; the Jews stripped Christ of His bodily tunic at His death on the cross.  When Joseph was deprived of his tunic, he was thrown into a cistern, that is, into a pit; after Christ was despoiled of human flesh, He descended into Hades.  Afterward Joseph is lifted up out of the cistern and is sold to the Ishmaelites, that is, to the Gentiles; when Christ returns from Hades, He is bought by all nations at the price of faith. Upon the advice of Judah, Joseph is sold for thirty pieces of silver; Christ is sold for the same amount upon the counsel of Judas Iscariot.  Now in different translations Joseph is not written as sold at the same price, for some say it was twenty pieces of silver and others thirty.  This spiritually signifies that Christ was not to be believed and loved equally by all people.  In fact, even in the Church some love Him more, others less, for Christ means more to the soul that loves Him with greater charity.  Joseph went down to Egypt; Christ went into the world.  Joseph saves Egypt from want of grain; Christ frees the world from a famine of the Word of God.  (Caesarius of Arles)

NAME: ____________________________
first                                                                last                                            .
[image: image1.emf]Jacob Loses His Son Joseph
Read: Genesis 37
Verse to memorize: 

	He made him a tunic of many colors.
Genesis 37:3


1.  Joseph’s brothers envied him because 
      a) of his dreams 
      b) of the beautiful robe given by his dad 
      c) his dad spoke good of him 
      d) he obeyed his dad 
      e) all of the above 

 2.  God revealed His ___________ in Joseph’s ____________, but Joseph’s ___________ were not ____________ to what was going to happen.  [brothers, plans, attentive, dreams] 

3.  As a result of envy, Joseph’s brothers . . . [fill in the blanks] 
      a) were bl__________ from seeing their sins. [diend] 
      b) h__________ their brother, Joseph. [deta] 
      c) planned to ________________ their brother. [ilkl] 
      d) tr________ their father, Jacob. [kidec] 
      e) caused fa___________ to come to their land. [niem] 

4.  Match the similarities between Joseph’s story and that of Jesus Christ: (Connect with lines)
	  Colored garment
	The Jews hated Jesus Christ

	  Joseph’s brothers envied him
	Jesus is God’s beloved Son

	  Joseph sold to the Ishmaelites
	Jesus betrayed for 30 pieces of silver

	  Jacob sent Joseph to his brothers
	The Church with its many gifts

	  Joseph was Jacob’s beloved son 
	God sent His Son to the world


5.  How did God turn the evil plot of Joseph’s brothers into good?  
  




































































































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA
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